Easter 2 All‑Age Sermon: St Peter’s 11am 12/04/26
I want everyone to help me imagine the scene from today’s Gospel.
The disciples are in a room with the doors locked. They’re scared. Everything has changed too fast.
Let’s all pretend we’re in that room. Can you show me with your body what ‘scared’ or ‘uncertain’ looks like?

Into that room — into that fear — Jesus comes.
Not because they were brave.
Not because they had everything sorted.
But because that’s who Jesus is:
the One who steps into closed spaces and brings peace.
Everyone take a deep breath in… and out. 
That breath of peace is what Jesus brings.

Now, let’s talk about Thomas.
He gets called “Doubting Thomas,” but actually he’s “Honest Thomas.
Have you ever said, ‘I don’t understand,’ or ‘I need help,’ or ‘I’m not sure’? (Hands up)

That’s exactly what Thomas does. He doesn’t pretend.
He says, “Unless I see… I can’t believe.”
And Jesus doesn’t tell him off.
Jesus meets him right where he is — questions and all.
So, now let’s all hold out our hands like Thomas, as if we’re reaching out for understanding. Reaching to touch his hands and his side.
Jesus welcomes that honesty.
Then Jesus says something amazing — something meant for people who weren’t in that room. For people who would come later. For people who would have to trust without seeing. For people like… us.
“Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have believed.”
Which means: blessed are those who trust God’s love even when life feels confusing.
We can’t see Jesus the way Thomas did. So where do we meet Him? Let’s name some places together. Where do you think we meet Jesus today?
I think we can meet Jesus in:
· peace that comes when we’re scared
· the Spirit helping us breathe again
· the wounds of the world where compassion is needed
· in bread broken, prayers whispered
· kindness offered, forgiveness given
· the quiet conviction that love is stronger than death
Now I would like everyone to put a hand on your heart. That’s where Jesus’ blessing lands — right there.
Now hear Jesus’ blessing as if He’s speaking it to you, because He is.
Blessed are you who have not seen and yet have believed.
Blessed are you when faith feels fragile.
Blessed are you when you long for certainty.
Blessed are you when you trust the whisper of hope.
Blessed are you when you open your heart, even just a little.
Blessed are you — because the risen Christ is already with you.
The resurrection isn’t something we see with our eyes.
It’s something we discover with our lives. 
So today may we all know that: 
Blessed are we, because Jesus is with us. 
Amen.

