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Embracing Age - Isle of Wight
We are a registered Island charity that supports care home
residents without family and friends or those suffering
isola�on and loneliness.

Would you like to volunteer with us as a befriender, card maker/deliver,
cra�er, flower arranger or animal connec�ons volunteer through your pet?
For more informa�on please contact our coordinator Rebecca Savage.

rebecca@embracingage.org.uk or Tel. No 07419338066
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Booksellers & Picture Framers

67 Regent Street
Shanklin PO37 7AE
(01983) 652880
reuben@babushkabooks.co.uk

Rare Books & Prints
1st & Signed Editions
New & Secondhand
Picture Framing Service

10% off
Picture

Framing

with this
Voucher
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please contact: Revd. Tony Richards (details below)

Local Minister: Revd. Tony Richards. Tel: 863607

Curate: Revd. Karen Crowhurst Tel: 867727

Churchwardens: Mr. Robert Crawley. Tel: 868436
(VACANT)

Hon. Secretary: Mrs Jane Wilshaw Tel: 07484 235103

Hon. Treasurer: Mr. Robert Crawley. Tel: 868436
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Thought for the Month
May is always a month I look forward to as so 
many flowering plants are at their very best.  In 
our churchyard at St Blasius, for instance, the 
rhododendrons are already in full bud in mid-
April, as I write this ar�cle, and should look 
spectacular by the �me May begins.  There are 
also two bank holidays in May – something else 
for children and many adults to look forward to.

In the church, two notable fes�vals are 
celebrated in May: Ascension and Pentecost.

Ascension Day is one of the most important 
Chris�an feasts, marking the moment when Jesus 
ascended into heaven, 40 days a�er the 
Resurrec�on.  Pentecost marks the great event 
when the Holy Spirit descended on the disciples.  
According to Acts 2, the disciples were gathered 
together when “a sound like a mighty rushing 
wind” filled the house, and “tongues like flames 

of fire” rested on each of them. They were filled with the Holy Spirit and began 
to speak in other languages as the Spirit enabled them.

This moment marks the drama�c fulfillment of Jesus’ promise that the Holy 
Spirit would come to the disciples a�er his Ascension.

Jerusalem was full of Jewish pilgrims from across the world for the Feast of 
Weeks (Pentecost). When they heard the sound, a crowd gathered, astonished 
because each person heard the disciples speaking in their own na�ve language 
— Parthians, Medes, Egyp�ans, Romans, Arabs, and many more – in fact, they 
thought the disciples must be drunk!

It can be difficult for us to understand what the Holy Spirit really is.  The church 
teaches that the Trinity is composed of ‘three persons’ – the Father, the Son and 
the Holy Spirit.  Most of us probably have a strong image of what the Father and 
the Son might look like – even if we think of God the Father as an old man with 
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a long white beard, but the Holy Spirit is a bit 
more difficult, perhaps.  

Put simply, theologians understand the Holy 
Spirit, o�en symbolized by a dove, to be God’s 
personal, personal, life-giving presence, the 
power that brings life, beauty, and order out of 
chaos.  And scripture teaches that the Holy 
Spirit is not just out there in the world, but also 
at work in the lives of Chris�ans – in fact 
dwelling within us and helping us to live the 
kind of lives that God wants us to.

And that really is good news for all of us!

Reverend Karen Crowhurst

Beautif�l Lord, may we say "yes" to you,

so that the Spirit in our hear�s will once again be set ablaze:

Spirit of Wisdom, g�ide our actions so they tell of God's love.

Spirit of Tr�th,  open our eyes to see the world as it really is.

Spirit of Power,  enthuse us to work for justice throughout the world.

Spirit of Love, inspire us to respect the dig�it� of each person.

Come, Holy Spirit, fill the hear�s of your faithf�l.

Come, Holy Spirit, fill our hear�s.

Come, Holy Spirit, fill us.

Come, Holy Spirit, Come.

Hearts Ablaze
Prayer by Stephen Davies/CAFOD
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OUR CHURCH SERVICES IN MAY
You are warmly invited to join us for

our Sunday Worship
at 10.15am unless otherwise stated

Sunday 3rd May - Fi�h Sunday of Easter
Ma�ns

Reverend Karen Crowhurst

Sunday 10th May - Sixth Sunday of Easter
Holy Communion
Reverend Janet Hallam

Sunday 17th May - Seventh Sunday of Easter
Holy Communion

Reverend Karen Crowhurst

Sunday 24th May - PENTECOST
Holy Communion

Reverend Karen Crowhurst

Sunday 31st May - TRINITY SUNDAY
Holy Communion

Reverend Karen Crowhurst
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Good Friday
Procession of Witness
Commencing at St Blasius Church at
11.15am

11.45am St Saviour on the Cliff
11.55am United Reformed Church
12.05pm Methodist Church
12.20pm Sacred Heart
12.30pm St Paul’s
You are warmly invited for refreshments
at the end

Easter Sunday Morning
Open Air Sunrise Celebra�on
6.15 am
on the seafront
(at the bo�om of Hope Road)
Followed by Breakfast -
The South East Beach Café
are opening especially for us

Chris�ans Working Together in Shanklin

Chris�ans Working Together in the Bay
Warmly invite you to join them on Sunday
evenings in a different Church each week.

Details will be published in the
weekly newsle�er.



PRAYERS FOR THE MONTH
The Sunday and Special Collects for this month 

(with endings omitted)

Almighty God,
3rd May – Fi�h Sunday of Easter

who through your only-bego�en Son Jesus Christ

you put into our minds good desires,

have overcome death and opened to us the gate of everlas�ng life:

10th  May – Sixth Sunday of Easter

grant that, as by your grace going before us

so by your con�nual help we may bring them to good effect…

God our redeemer, you have delivered us from the power of darkness
and brought us into the kingdom of your Son:

grant, that as by his death he has recalled us to life,
so by his con�nual presence in us he may raise us to eternal joy…

Thursday 14th  May – Ascension Day
Grant, we pray, almighty God,

that as we believe your only-bego�en Son our Lord Jesus Christ
to have ascended into the heavens, so we in heart and mind may also ascend

and with him con�nually dwell…

grant us by the same Spirit to have a right judgement in all things

24th May – Pentecost Sunday

but send your Holy Spirit to strengthen us

17th May – Seventh Sunday of Easter
O God the King of glory, you have exalted your only Son Jesus Christ

with great triumph to your kingdom in heaven:
we beseech you, leave us not comfortless,

God, who as at this �me taught the hearts of your faithful people

and exalt us to the place where our Saviour Christ is gone before…

by sending to them the light of your Holy Spirit:

and evermore to rejoice in his holy comfort…

31st May - Trinity Sunday
Almighty and everlas�ng God,you have given us your servants grace,

by the confession of a true faith,
to acknowledge the glory of the eternal Trinity

and in the power of the divine majesty to worship the Unity:
keep us steadfast in this faith,

that we may evermore be defended from all adversi�es…4
4



1 Philip and James, Apostles
2 Athanasius, Bishop of Alexandria, Teacher of the Faith, 373
4 English Saints and Martyrs of the Reformation Era             
8 Julian of Norwich, Spiritual Writer, c.1417   
14 ASCENSION DAY
14 Matthias the Apostle
16 Caroline Chisholm, Social Reformer, 1877          
19 Dunstan, Archbishop of Canterbury, Restorer of Monastic Life, 988
20 Alcuin of York, Deacon, Abbot of Tours, 804      
21 Helena, Protector of the Holy Places, 330
24 PENTECOST SUNDAY
24 John and Charles Wesley, Evangelists, Hymn Writers, 1791 and 1788
25 The Venerable Bede, Monk at Jarrow, Scholar, Historian, 735       
25 Aldhelm, Bishop of Sherborne, 709       
26 Augustine, first Archbishop of Canterbury, 605     
26 John Calvin, Reformer, 1564   
26 Philip Neri, Founder of the Oratorians, Spiritual Guide, 1595
28 Lanfranc, Prior of Le Bec, Archbishop of Canterbury, Scholar, 1089
30 Josephine Butler, Social Reformer, 1906   
30 Joan of Arc, Visionary, 1431    
30 Apolo Kivebulaya, Priest, Evangelist in Central Africa, 1933
31 TRINITY SUNDAY
31 The Visit of the Blessed Virgin Mary to Elizabeth

FESTIVALS IN MAY
From the Church of England Calendar
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Thy Kingdom Come (TKC) is a global ecumenical prayer 
movement that invites Chris�ans around the world to 
pray from Ascension to Pentecost for more people to 
come to know Jesus.  Since it began in May 2016,  God 
has grown TKC into a movement which unites more 
than a million Chris�ans in prayer, in nearly 90% of 
countries worldwide, across 85 different 
denomina�ons and tradi�ons - so that friends and 
family, neighbours and colleagues might come to faith 

in Jesus Christ.  Every person, household and church are encouraged to pray 
during the 11 days in their own way.  Specifically, each and every Chris�an 
across the globe is invited to pray that God’s Spirit might work in the lives of 5 
people who have not responded with their ‘Yes’ to God’s call.
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A Well Earned Rest!

Reverend Tony Richards re�red from his 
role as Priest-in-Charge of St Blasius and 
St Johns, Sandown on Easter Sunday 
when he led the service of Holy 
Communion at St Blasius.  

The service was very well a�ended 
(140+) with our congrega�on boosted 
by many people who came to wish Tony 
well in his re�rement.  The Island’s biker 
community was well represented as was 
the Royal Bri�sh Legion and the Naval 
Associa�on.  Presenta�ons were made 
to Tony and Anne�e a�er the service 
and they both enjoyed a generous and 
well earned round of applause.

In 2006 a�er a busy and challenging career which took him all around the world 
and at an age when the majority of us would be looking forward to a well earned 
re�rement Tony commi�ed himself to a new career and took Holy Orders.  He 
was Ordained on July 4th, 2009, undertook his Curacy at Christchurch and St Johns 
in Sandown and was appointed Local Minster for St Blasius in August 2015 
following the re�rement of Rev.d Victor Standing.   He worked closely with Rev.d 
Jonathan Hall whilst he was Priest-in-Charge of St Blasius and St Johns and took 
over this role following Reverend Jonathan’s re�rement.  He was also Rev.d Karen 
Crowhurst’s mentor in her Curacy.  

During a period when the leadership of our two parishes changed on a number 
of occasions Tony was the glue that kept the Mission and Ministry of St Blasius 
and St Johns together for which we are very grateful.

Whilst Tony has formally re�red he will s�ll be coming back to lead the occasional 
service but in the mean�me we wish him all the best for his well earned rest.  

From both of the Church Families of St Blasius and St Johns, thank you Tony for all 
of your dedica�on, love and hard work and a very big thank you to Anne�e who 
has supported you throughout.

Bob Crawley, Churchwarden, St Blasius 

Photography by Jackie Ridley
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SUMMERTIME
COFFEE MORNINGS

at St Blasius Church, Shanklin

COFFEE AND CAKE
On the 1st MONDAY of each month

From 10.00 am un�l 12.00 noon

ALL WELCOME
4th  May
1st  June
6th  July

3rd  August
7th September

St Blasius 2026 Annual Mee�ngs
Our Annual Mee�ngs will take place at 11.30am on Sunday, May 17th.

There will be two mee�ngs star�ng with the Annual Mee�ng of Parishioners which 
is open to anyone who lives in the Parish or anyone who lives outside the Parish but 
is on our Electoral Roll. The sole purpose of this mee�ng is to elect the two 
churchwardens for the forthcoming year. As you may have read, a�er ten years as 
your churchwarden I am stepping down so we are looking for two people to take on 
this important role. Taking on this responsibility may seem a li�le in�mida�ng but 
you will not be doing the job by yourselves. You will have the full and ac�ve support 
of Reverend Karen and the members of your Parochial Church Council, including 
myself. Please do not hesitate to contact me if you would like to hear more about the 
role of churchwarden.

The second mee�ng is the Annual Parochial Church Mee�ng which is open to 
everyone on our Electoral Roll. During this mee�ng you will hear reports from our 
Church leaders and you will have the opportunity to ask ques�ons on all facets of our 
Church life both looking back on 2025 and looking forward.

As we approach our Annual Mee�ngs please give some thought as to whether you 
would like to become more involved in the management of our Church by becoming 
a member of our Parochial Church Council. If you would like to know more please 
contact reverend Karen or myself.

Bob Crawley, Churchwarden.
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YMCA Mother and Baby Unit
Update

By Rodney and Ann Foster

Once again it's that �me of year when 
Shanklin Town Brass Band are holding 
a Charity Concert to raise funds for the 
Mother and Baby Unit, on Friday 1st 
May star�ng at 7.30pm, at Shanklin 
United Reformed Church. 

Please come and join us in an evening 
of joyful music, entertainment, 
laughter and community friendship 
and of course there will be deligh�ul 
refreshments available. Admission is 
free with a re�ring collec�on for the 
Mother an Baby Unit. A great  big 
“THANK YOU” to the Shanklin Brass 
Band, Yvonne and the URC team in 
organising this event. 

A very big “Thank You” to all those who con�nue to support the Mother and Baby 
Unit in many ways and throught the giving of clothes, toys, baby equipment, 
nappies, creams, shampoos and food parcels for the kitchen.

Urgently Needed…

The Mother and Baby Unit is in urgent need of a toddler bath seat and a cot bed; 
that would ideally be one that turns into a bed, suitable for a 20 month old.  

Cot/bed linen; bath towels, nappies, and baby toiletries are always gratefully 
appreciated.

If you are able to help with gi�ing any of these items, please contact: 

Rod on 07394 044614 or Ann on 07481 596958. 
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Book Review

Title:  A Nature Poem for  
                  Every Day of the Year

Editor:    Jane McMoorland Hunter

Publisher:  Pavillion Books Ltd.

ISBN: ISBN 978-1-84994-500-4

This book is a beau�ful anthology of 
poems that celebrates the changes in 
the natural seasons through the year.  I 
was delighted to find this book 
recently in good condi�on and at a 
bargain price in a local charity shop.  

Jane McMoorland is a writer and editor, working at Hatchards Bookshop in 
London.  She writes, “In the bookshop I am constantly making new discoveries; 
research for the anthologies leads me to long-forgo�en poets and writers.” 

The anthology covers poems from many different �mes, with early poems from 
the fourteenth century, many loved and well-known poems, right up to wri�ng 
from contemporary poets, including Wendy Cope.  It is easy to find your 
favourite poems in the book, because there is both an index of first lines and an 
index of poets.  

The book is divided into months of the year and each begins with an illustra�on 
by Ta�ana Boyko and a short phrase taken from one of the poems featured in 
that month.  Ta�ana is a “designer, illustrator and pa�ern maker, inspired by 
nature’s beauty and details”.  You may have already seen her dis�nc�ve 
illustra�ons on the packets of Dragonfly tea in supermarkets.

The poem on the facing page, is one of the poems that has been included for the 
month of May. (The bluebell wood pictured is from a lovely spring�me walk at 
Mo�stone, on the Isle of Wight, earlier this year.  (Photography by Jonathan Hall). 

In the introduc�on, Jane McMoorland writes, “Animals, birds, flowers, trees, the 
sea and the sky allow our imagina�ons to soar.  This can only improve our lives.”
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Bounty 
by Mary Webb (1881 – 1927)

The full woods overflow
Among the meadow's gold!
A blue-bell wave has rolled,

Where crowded cowslips grow.
The dri�ing hawthorn snow

Brims over hill and wold.
The full woods overflow

Among the meadow's gold;
The ditches are aglow!

The marshes cannot hold 
Their kingcups manifold.

Heav'n's beauty crowds below
The full woods overflow!



Extracts from Recent Newsle�ers
By Jemma Powell, Assistant Principal

St Blasius
Primary Academy
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Year 2 had a fantastic day exploring 
Marwell Zoo! The children were full of 
excitement as they spotted a range of 

animals and eagerly shared their stories back at school.  Their enthusiasm was 
infectious and it was wonderful to hear how much they enjoyed the experience.

To further enhance their curriculum learning, Year 5 also visited Nature zones. 
The hands-on activities helped deepen their understanding of nature, habitats 
and the environment—a brilliant opportunity to bring their classroom learning 
to life.

We were thrilled to welcome Tina Rowson from the Isle of Wight Cricket Club, 
who came to share information about the fantastic cricket opportunities 
available to our children. It was inspiring to see so many pupils enthusiastic 
about giving cricket a try!

Our Under 11 Girls Football Team played their hearts out in the semifinal 
against Bembridge Primary. Although they were unable to secure a win, their 
determination, teamwork and resilience made us incredibly proud. It was 
touching to see how much the result meant to them, and we couldn’t be prouder 
of the way they represented St Blasius.

A huge well done to the 28 pupils from Years 5 and 6 who took part in the mini 
football tournament at Lanesend. Despite the challenging windy conditions, the 
children played brilliantly!

The last week of term included something completely new—our first-ever 
Quidditch competition!  The children were thrilled to try this unique sport, 

We were honoured to welcome representatives from Mountbatten Hospice, who 
came to introduce this year’s Walk the Wight. The children were truly inspired 
and many expressed enthusiasm about taking part. It was wonderful to see them 
so motivated to support such an important community event.

We finished the term with great excitement as the children took part in our 
Easter egg hunt. Their efforts were rewarded with a chocolate lolly—yummy 
indeed!  We also had our colourful Easter Bonnet and Accessory Parade! The 
children shared their creative designs. It was a joyful celebration filled with 
smiles, music and plenty of Easter cheer. 
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Stands with Ukraine

A Report from the 
Mothers’ Union at St Blasius

Our Day of Reflec�on at Carisbrooke Priory on 30 March began with a warm 
welcome from Revd. Charlo�e Hudd, who led us through an interes�ng and 
thought-provoking day. The overall theme was, “Extravagance, Fragrance and 
Obedience”, based on the Gospel of John, chapter 12 verses 1 - 8.  The story is set 
in the home of Lazarus where Mary, Martha’s sister, takes a pound of costly 
perfume and anoints Jesus’ feet, wiping them with her hair.  Judas Iscariot is 
furious, sugges�ng the perfume could have been sold and the proceeds given to 
the poor. His inten�ons, however, were dishonourable having been known to steal 
from the common purse.  Judas had completely misunderstood Mary’s original 
inten�on, to use the perfume for the day of Jesus’ burial – a beau�ful act of love.

During our quiet sessions, we were invited to 
spend �me listening and talking to God either 
through s�tching fabric, reflec�ng on the 
symbolism of a chosen icon, walking in the 
beau�ful gardens, reading, sketching or just 
finding space alone with God for quiet 
contempla�on or prayer.  

A�er enjoying a home-made soup lunch, the 
a�ernoon culminated with Holy Communion and 
an illumina�ng sermon on the verses in John’s 
Gospel chapter twelve. Later, members later 

enjoyed a delicious cream tea and were pleased to be able to break the silence 
and catch up with one another. A truly memorable day. 

During our mee�ng in April, Judith Lassam, one of our own MU members, gave an 
interes�ng and amusing talk about her life as naval officer’s wife.  

On Tuesday 26th May, we will be visi�ng Farringford Gardens in Freshwater and 
have tea at a nearby café.  If you would be interested in joining the group for this 
visit, please contact Revd. Karen Crowhurst.                  

To know more about MU projects in the UK and world-wide, please go to www.
mothersunion.org.  If you would like to join us, please call me on 07484 714892.  
We are always pleased to welcome new members. 

Suzanne V Cook, Branch Leader, Shanklin  

Mary wipes Jesus’ feet with her hair.



ADVANCE NOTICE 
The copy deadline for the July Magazine will be much

earlier than usual.  All ar�cles will need to be submi�ed by
Sunday 7th June
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May Eco Tips

Growing more of our own food is a good way of 
caring for our local environment, reducing ‘Air 
miles’ and living more sustainably.  Now is the 
�me to plant runner bean seeds!  

Runner beans are rewarding to grow, because 
they germinate reliably, with li�le waste.  I 

have found it helpful to save cardboard tubes, usually toilet rolls, with one bean 
seed put into compost in each roll.  The seeds can be started off indoors in early 
May, safely away from any late frost, because they need warmth to germinate. The 
compost needs to be kept moist but not wet.  

Then, a�er about 7 to 10 days, the seedlings should appear.  Turn the tubes 
regularly to make sure the seedlings grow up straight as they will bend towards the 
sunlight.  

Before plan�ng the young beans outside, they need to ‘harden off’.  Runner beans 
are not as hardy as broad beans.  Put the pots outside during the day for about 4 
days, bringing them in at night. Then, they will be ready for transplan�ng outside. 

Keep the bean plants well-watered and you should have a good harvest from mid-
August. 

Copy Deadline for the June Magazine - Wednesday 20th May





Shanklin
Community

Library

Opening Times
Monday,

Wednesday and
Friday

9:30am-12:30pm & 1:30pm-5:00pm

Saturday Mornings
9:30 - 12:30

More details available on
01983 717184 or e-mail us at

shanklincommunitylibrary@hotmail.co.uk

Lyn’s Cafe @ Flemink

Delicious Home Cooked Food

Cakes, Scones (Homemade Jam),
Sausage Rolls, Soups. Specialist Teas,

Coffee, Hot Chocolate. Jackets,
Bague�es, Toasted Sandwiches,
Omele�es, Crepes, and Waffles.

EAT IN or TAKE AWAY
Open Monday - Saturday

10.15am to 3.15pm

(The Old NatWest Bank, Shanklin)
Telephone:  07484143527

Isle of Wight Federa�on
SHANKLIN HYDE WI

Secretary - Marion Tuck
Telephone: 07817 446691
Email:
shanklinhydesecretary@gmail.com

Mee�ngs held at the
The Catholic Church Hall
Atherley Road
Shanklin, PO37 7AT

second Tuesday of each month
@7.30 pm

(No mee�ng in August)

THIS SPACE
COULD BE

YOURS!
To adver�se

your business here

contact Pam Dana

(01983) 863189



Opening Hours
Monday to Friday 8.30am - 6.00pm

Saturday 9.00am - 5.30pm
Sunday CLOSED

Please note we are closed every day between 1pm - 2pm

Your Local Independent Pharmacy

59 Regent Street
Shanklin PO37 7AE

Tel:  (01983) 863677

The Abbey�ield Shanklin Society Limited
provides supported, sheltered housing.
Harwood Court is a modern and spacious
home with 16 apartments arranged over two
�loors (with a lift). We have a beautiful lounge
with sea views.

Our Kitchen team provides two home-made meals every day.
Abbey�ield is ideal for �it and well people who wish to live

independently in a small and safe community.

For further details or to arrange a visit please phone or email:
Tel: 01983 862937

Abbey�ield-Shanklin@Abbey�ield.com
Harwood Court, 14 Queens Road Shanklin, PO37 6AN





SHANKLIN
HEALTH STORE

Est. over 40 years

Mon - Sat 9.30am-4pm
(Except Wednesday: 9.30am-1pm)

Your local independent
Health Store

Special Dietary Foods and
Supplements

Local Produce, Organic
and non-Organic Groceries

Good Quality and Good Value

Free local delivery service

25 High St. Shanklin, PO37 6JW

Tel:  01983 863063

shanklinhealthstore@live.co.uk

Email:  coastalmobility@hotmail.com

JULIE
(State Registered Hairdresser)

Ladies and Gentlemen’s
Hair Stylist

In your own home
For appointments ring
07855 190112

Between 4.30pm and 6.30pm

Contact







SHANKLIN JEWELLERS
REGENT STREET, SHANKLIN, ISLE OF WIGHT

YOUR LOCAL INDEPENDENT FAMILY JEWELLERS
SPECIALISING IN PRE-OWNED GOLD & DIAMOND JEWELLERY

AGENTS FOR SEIKO, BULOVA, ACCURIST & STORM WATCHES.
GREAT SELECTION OF MODERN SILVER JEWELLERY.

CLOCKS & GIFTS FOR ALL OCCASIONS.
WATCH, CLOCK & JEWELLERY REPAIRS AT REASONABLE CHARGES.

WATCH BATTERIES & STRAPS FITTED TO ALL MAKES OF WATCH.

PHONE: 01983 862871 EMAIL: JEWELLERS@BTINTERNET.COM





AIR BED & BREAKFAST

Tel: 07973736084 Email: mcpayne54@gmail.com

Double Room in cosy Victorian co�age - Shanklin Old Village
Ideal for family and friends who need somewhere to stay for Weddings,

Funerals and other special occasions, or for a quiet break.

(Super Host)






