Sermon

Collect 
Almighty Father, who in your great mercy gladdened the disciples with the sight of the risen Lord: give us such knowledge of his presence with us, that we may be strengthened and sustained by his risen life and serve you continually in righteousness and truth; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen

First Reading, Act 2.14a, 36-41
14 Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed them: ‘Men of Judea and all who live in Jerusalem, let this be known to you, and listen to what I say. 22 Therefore let the entire house of Israel know with certainty that God has made him both Lord and Messiah, this Jesus whom you crucified.’ 37 Now when they heard this, they were cut to the heart and said to Peter and to the other apostles, ‘Brothers, what should we do?’ 38 Peter said to them, ‘Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ so that your sins may be forgiven; and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 39 For the promise is for you, for your children, and for all who are far away, everyone whom the Lord our God calls to him.’ 40 And he testified with many other arguments and exhorted them, saying, ‘Save yourselves from this corrupt generation.’ 41 So those who welcomed his message were baptized, and that day about three thousand persons were added.

Second Reading, 1 Peter 2.17-23
17 If you invoke as Father the one who judges all people impartially according to their deeds, live in reverent fear during the time of your exile. 18 You know that you were ransomed from the futile ways inherited from your ancestors, not with perishable things like silver or gold, 19 but with the precious blood of Christ, like that of a lamb without defect or blemish. 20 He was destined before the foundation of the world, but was revealed at the end of the ages for your sake. 21 Through him you have come to trust in God, who raised him from the dead and gave him glory, so that your faith and hope are set on God. 22 Now that you have purified your souls by your obedience to the truth so that you have genuine mutual love, love one another deeply from the heart. 23 You have been born anew, not of perishable but of imperishable seed, through the living and enduring word of God.


Gospel Reading, Luke 24.13-35
13 On that same day two of them were going to a village called Emmaus, about seven miles from Jerusalem, 14 and talking with each other about all these things that had happened. 15 While they were talking and discussing, Jesus himself came near and went with them, 16 but their eyes were kept from recognizing him. 17 And he said to them, ‘What are you discussing with each other while you walk along?’ They stood still, looking sad. 18 Then one of them, whose name was Cleopas, answered him, ‘Are you the only stranger in Jerusalem who does not know the things that have taken place there in these days?’ 19 He asked them, ‘What things?’ They replied, ‘The things about Jesus of Nazareth, who was a prophet mighty in deed and word before God and all the people, 20 and how our chief priests and leaders handed him over to be condemned to death and crucified him. 21 But we had hoped that he was the one to redeem Israel. Yes, and besides all this, it is now the third day since these things took place. 22 Moreover, some women of our group astounded us. They were at the tomb early this morning, 23 and when they did not find his body there, they came back and told us that they had indeed seen a vision of angels who said that he was alive. 24 Some of those who were with us went to the tomb and found it just as the women had said; but they did not see him.’ 25 Then he said to them, ‘Oh, how foolish you are, and how slow of heart to believe all that the prophets have declared! 26 Was it not necessary that the Messiah should suffer these things and then enter into his glory?’ 27 Then beginning with Moses and all the prophets, he interpreted to them the things about himself in all the scriptures. 28 As they came near the village to which they were going, he walked ahead as if he were going on. 29 But they urged him strongly, saying, ‘Stay with us, because it is almost evening and the day is now nearly over.’ So he went in to stay with them. 30 When he was at the table with them, he took bread, blessed and broke it, and gave it to them. 31 Then their eyes were opened, and they recognized him; and he vanished from their sight. 32 They said to each other, ‘Were not our hearts burning within us while he was talking to us on the road, while he was opening the scriptures to us?’ 33 That same hour they got up and returned to Jerusalem; and they found the eleven and their companions gathered together. 34 They were saying, ‘The Lord has risen indeed, and he has appeared to Simon!’ 35 Then they told what had happened on the road, and how he had been made known to them in the breaking of the bread.


Every year on Easter 3 we read the story of the road to Emmaus. And it is like a kind of annual reset. This resurrection appearance of Jesus is in many ways the most complete as far as the story goes. Luke is very much a story teller and it shows here. And this story is also set up as a kind of manifesto – something else Luke does in, for example, the songs of Zechariah and Mary (the Benedictus and the Magnificat), and Jesus statement of intent in chapter 4. 
This is a something like a manifesto for discipleship.

Not everything that it means to be a disciple is spelt out here, we need the whole of Luke’s Gospel for that. But there are some key things about the relationship with Christ which is the heart of our discipleship. 

Luke tells us a story. The memories and events of those strange and wonderful days – of the whole the experience of life with Jesus on earth – are carefully gathered and told by Luke. Each Gospel writer has their method – Luke’s is story-telling. 

And here, there is a story told within the story.
Luke 24:13-35 is the story of two disciples walking home to Emmaus. Within that story is told the story of salvation brought through Jesus.

The two disciples are making their way home on what we know as the first Easter day. They were tired, confused, afraid, and grieving. They had heard that Jesus was no longer in the tomb – but have no way of understanding that. 
Two friends after a terrible few days – just walking together, 

And Jesus comes alongside. 
As is so often said ‘he meets them where they are.’ For all intents and purposes they are walking in the wrong direction – he does not wait for them to turn around. Jesus meets them and walks the wrong way with them. 
He comes alongside and joins them. We hear a lot at the moment about how we can see where God is and join God’s activity. Actually here that is the other way about. Jesus finds and joins the friends. 

First discipleship point: Jesus does indeed meet us where we are. Ready or not. Whatever direction we are facing in.
Jesus finds and joins us.

In this case he joins a walk and a conversation.
He asks them about themselves. Why are you sad, what are you talking about…?
It is a plot device – whether Jesus’ or Luke’s – but it is also an indicator of the way God works in creation. This is not the first time the divine has sought out the human – and asked, What have you done? (Adam and Eve); Where are you going? (Jonah); What are you afraid of? (Elijah).

The friends respond – telling Jesus their story and their sadness. 

Second discipleship point: a point the Psalm writers knew well and lay out for us – God will take and carry our griefs and hurts. We say it and sing it – in prayers. Hymns and psalms. Do we also actually do it – in our prayers tell him what we have done, what we are afraid of, hurt or saddened by? Tell him what is sending us off in the wrong direction?

Admittedly it is not always easy because we know that Jesus – as the Gospel writers have it – can be a bit impatient. 
“O how slow you are to believe…”

Third discipleship point: that is not so much a criticism as an opening. There is another way to see – with Christ as our guide. Sometimes we do need to be given a jolt. Peter does it to the crowds around him in our Acts reading. He is direct – and shocking. ‘You put Jesus to death’ he says – and they are cut to the heart. He does it to make them see.

In Luke 24 Jesus expresses frustration but then pulls back. They are slow to see and believe – so he will come to their level, slow down a bit – and tell them again.

The story within the story. As they walk Jesus tells them the story of their scriptures and shows them where he fits into and fulfils that story.
We’re not given a sample of that teaching but can imagine Jesus pulling up texts from what we know as the Old Testament – recounting the text, making the link with his own story, perhaps giving an example from his life and ministry. Patient now – talking through the story; taking them out of the place they had found themselves – giving them a new perspective, a new interest. 

Fourth discipleship point: there is a reason to read the bible, for us Old and New Testaments – even while sometimes the texts are not the most accessible, these are the texts – the teaching, the stories, the poetry, the worship material – that make sense of everything else. Every day in Morning and Evening Prayer we say psalms and read chunks – admittedly sometimes very long chunks of both Old and New Testaments. And every day something clicks – for anyone. We notice something different; a story lands personally; a theme chimes with something in the news or on the prayer board.
Scripture is not always easy to understand; we may need, as those two friends did, an interpreter. It does help continue to speak – to and for us. 

Jesus came alongside and met the two friends where they were. He even walked the wrong way with them for a little while. He looked for them, joined them, asked them about themselves – acknowledged where they were.

And then begins to turn them around so that they can – join him.

They reach the village and the friends now have been brought out of themselves; lifted by Jesus’ interest in them and their interest in the story he has told them. They are recovering a little. 

And they remember their manners: they offer Jesus food and a bed for the night. He is still – remember – a stranger. One who has helped them, but as far as they know – just someone they met on the road. 

It is a feature of the resurrection appearances of Jesus that even his closest friends do not immediately recognise him. Perhaps because of the ways he is changed; perhaps because of the absurdity of Jesus, whom they had buried, coming among them again. 
They offer a stranger hospitality. 

Fifth discipleship point: the book of Hebrews sums it up: do not forget to show hospitality to strangers for by doing so some have entertained angels unawares. 
Angels – that refers to Abraham; It also refers to Christ himself – in the stranger who meets our needs; in the stranger who has needs we can respond to. 

In the home, at a meal, Jesus reveals himself. In bread and wine – Jesus reveals himself. 

Sixth and seventh discipleship points:
Six – Christ meets us in familiar surroundings, in our homes, with and in our loved ones, among our friends. In the everyday – whether we spend our days in company or by ourselves. When invited in Jesus comes and sits with us.

And seven – he joins us, and reveals himself to us, in the bread and wine he asked us to share with one another. 

Then their eyes were opened. 
And they were changed. Jesus met them where they were, joined them, walked the wrong way with them for a time… with the aim – the hope – of turning them to join him. 
As he leaves them they recognise him… 
Confidence renewed, hope restored, enthusiasm rebooted… even though it is already late they demonstrate their transformation by heading in the right direction, back to Jerusalem. 

Eighth discipleship point: Jesus meets us where we are, joins us, even walks the wrong way with us with the hope – of turning us towards him; changing us to be more like him; enabling us to join him. Confidence renewed, hope restored enthusiasm rebooted… 

The Emmaus Road is our annual reset – as disciples of the risen Lord. 

