IGHTHAM




Services in the Benefice in April 2026

Thurs 2nd April 8pm
Maundy Thursday

Fri 3rd April 12pm
Good Friday

Sun 5th April 9am

——
Ightham Wrotham =F
Holy Communion 7pm Tenebrae Supper
with stripping of the for with Holy
altar 7:30pm Communion
Hour at the Cross I0am  Good Friday
service
7.30pm ‘The Crucifixion’ by
Stainer
Breakfast@Church [0:30am Family Holy
followed by Easter Egg Hunt Communion

Easter Day
Sun 12th April  10am
Sun [9th April  10am

6pm
Sun 26th April  10am

No Evensong

Holy Communion 9am Breakfast@Church
10:30am Service of the Word

Service of the Word 10:30am Holy Communion

Evensong

Holy Communion 9am Breakfast@Church

10:30am Sung Matins

Wednesday services

I'st April 0am
8th April [0am
I5th April 0am
22nd April [0am
29th April [0am

Holy Communion
Morning Prayer
Holy Communion
Morning Prayer
Holy Communion

/<]

Churchyard Working Party

There will be a churchyard working party on Saturday | Ith April from
I0am until noon. There is plenty to be done to help keep our churchyard

as a haven for both
Please bring your

people and wildlife and many hands make light work.
own tools. Coffee and biscuits will be provided. For

more information please contact Naomi Webster 07421 832919 or

churchwardens@ighthamchurch.org.uk.

THANK YOU!




The news is
generally a bit
gloomy to put
it mildly, so let’s
play Pollyanna’s
‘The Glad’
game. ‘I'm glad’
that we live in
such a glorious
village. Ightham
is undoubtedly
scenic, historic, friendly and supportive
so this is undoubtedly something to be
glad about. ‘I'm glad’ that our village
has so much on offer — an enterprising
deli and café in The Hutch; a world
famous historic house and garden

in Ightham Mote; a lively offering of
clubs for all ages including the WI,

the Gardening Club and the Scouts; a
fantastic village primary school and a
highly competent and pro-active Parish
Council with councillors who do so

Penny for your thoughts...

much for our community. ‘I'm (very)
glad’ that we have a thriving parish
church which is getting ready with
eager anticipation to welcome their
new incumbent Revd Stewart Gibbs,

in June. ‘’'m glad’ that the history of
our ancient village is being efficiently
cared for in the Parish Archive, as

the past does inform the present and
shouldn’t be forgotten. Above all,

‘I'm glad’ that our dedicated Ightham
Magazine team (including the noble
deliverers who contend with all manner
of letter boxes!) continues to produce
a hugely readable, informative and
valued publication each month. Finally,
‘I'm glad’ that this month we can bring
you the good news of Easter, the most
important of Christian celebrations and
one which reminds us that however
miserable the news might seem, there
is always hope on the horizon.

Penny Cracknell

CORTACTS

The Benefice of Ightham and Wrotham
THE PARISH OF ST PETER’S, IGHTHAM
Registered Charity No.1 136162

Parish in vacancy

Naomi Webster T: 07421 832919
E: churchwardens@ighthamchurch.org.uk
Jane T: 07940 547310
E: admin@jighthamchurch.org.uk

IGHTHAM MAGAZINE

Rector:
Church Warden:

Benefice Administrator:

Editorial:  Penny Cracknell T: 07811 066253
E: cracknellpa@gmail.com
Advertising:  E: stpetersadverts@btinternet.com

E: magazine@ighthamchurch.org.uk

Subscription:

Copy deadline for the May edition is 15th April




MEDITATE

A NEW ARCHBISHOP

Ahead of her 25 March installation at
Canterbury Cathedral, Sarah Mullally and
her husband Eamonn, will wend their way
along the Beckett Camino, a 140 km six
day pilgrimage. Here are some highlights
of the new Archbishop’s Presidential
Address from the February 2026 General
Synod.

The Archbishop of Canterbury’s
Presidential Address

“| stand here among you by no means
for the first time, but for the first time
as the Archbishop of Canterbury. Itis a
humbling privilege to be called to serve
in this role. It brings with it huge weight
of responsibility, at a time when people
love to remind me that the church faces
significant challenges.

“But when the wind and the waves are
rocking the boat, | am reminded that what
| need to do is to focus on Christ, who
calms the waters and stills the wind. With
your help and with God’s grace, | pray that
| am able to approach this ministry with
calm, consistency and compassion — as we
seek to be what the Church has for so
long been: a stable presence in an unstable
world.

“Do, please, continue to pray for me in
the months and years to come, as | will
always pray for you. | do not carry my
new responsibilities alone. We serve
God’s church together, lay and ordained;
uniquely reflecting God’s image into one
another, and remembering His prayer that
we should be one in our love for God and
of one another.”

Editor comment: we offer our
prayers, thoughts and hopes for our

new Archbishop of Canterbury and her
challenging role.

What’s orange, sticky and worth
preserving?

This month sees National Marmalade
Week (I18th — 25th April). If you really
want to celebrate, go to Dalemain
Mansion and Gardens in Cumbria, where
they hold the World Marmalade Awards
& Festival. It celebrates, preserves and
promotes artisanal marmalades, with
thousands of entries. (Even Paddington
Bear will be in attendance!)

If you like marmalade, ever wonder
where it comes from? One tradition
traces it to a storm-damaged Spanish ship
which took refuge in Dundee Harbour

in 1700. It was full of Seville oranges that
the captain was desperate to sell before
they went mouldy. A local down-on-luck
merchant, one James Keiller, bought the
lot. He didn’t know what to do with the
oranges either, but fortunately he had a
resourceful wife. She set about turning a
shipload of Seville oranges into a preserve,
and so the first marmalade factory was
born.

Marmalade has been at the heart of
British breakfasts for centuries. Winston
Churchill fought the Second World War
on it (washed down with a flute of Pol
Roger each morning). DH Lawrence
wrote novels on it. Paddington Bear’s
sandwiches were all marmalade.

Read Shipbourne Farmers’ Market article to
find out which of their stallholders have won
Dalemain Marmalade Awards!



PLAXTOL LOCAL HISTORY GROUP

PLAXTOL LOCAL HISTORY
GROUP MARCH MEETING
2026

A house history of Ightham
Mote

Frederick Forman, a Senior Collections &
House Officer at Ightham Mote gave us a
lively overview of the manor house and
the people who lived there, the owners,
their tenants and servants. Through his
research of documents, wills and letters
he built up the history of those who

lived at Ightham Mote from 1340 to the
present. The first owner who built the
manor house in 1340 is unknown but a
moat fed by a natural spring and a mill was
in existence. Next we were introduced
to Sir Thomas Cawne in 1360. He was a
gallant medieval knight who had fought in
the 100 Years’ War with the Black Prince.
His son inherited the manor and the family
lived there for 40 years. The next owner
Richard Haute came from the north of
England in 1462. He filled the house with
Tudor and Stuart courtiers and left his
mark by adding Tudor embellishments
that can be seen today. The Selby family
lived at Ightham Mote for 250 years from
[595. Their name is connected with
plots, spies and intrigues including the
Gunpowder Plot and the turbulent Civil
War. Sadly in Victorian times the manor
house was not considered fashionable but
at the end of this era when Sir Thomas
Colyer Fergusson bought it there were
60 rooms and an estate of 500 acres.

Sir Thomas was interested in its history
and researched records and genealogy,

writing articles for Archaeologia Cantiana.
Pieced together from the diary of Ella
Thorpe, his cook during the |st World
War, were anecdotes of household

life during the war. We saw that he

had made a photographic collage of his
family photographs with his servants and
tenants. His son inherited and the family
lived there for 40 years. Three local
businessmen formed a consortium in

1951 and bought Ightham Mote two years
before an American, Mr Robinson became
the owner in 1953. It was his nephew who
restored the house and offered it to the
National Trust in 1985. This excellent
talk on the long line of continuity, more
than the architecture, has helped to bring
the house history of Ightham Mote to life.

V.Dussek

Next meeting: 14 April, 8pm in
the Memorial Hall with David
Carder on the ‘Development of
Houses’.

plaxtollocalhistory.wordpress.com
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SEVENOAKS

P\umbing & Heo’ring

PLUMBING REPAIRS
BATHROOMS MAINTENANCE
CENTRAL HEATING EMERGENCY CALL OUT

07710 606080

WWW.SEVENOAKSPLUMBINGANDHEATING.CO.UK




01959 523054

* No job too small
* All work is guaranteed.
* Competitive free estimate

* Highly-trained, competent,
and fully-qualified.

" .= E..= 17 Ashen Grove Rd, East H|”, Proud members of
APPROVED Otford, Sevenoaks, Kent TN156YE.  Cheekatrade.com
CONTRACTOR Email: Office@EastonElectrical.co.uk Where reputation matters

pMUNITY
“J> ©@@ @ly@\\%
IGHTHAM VILLAGE FAIR

SATURDAY 11 JULY 1-4 PM
IGHTHAM RECREATION GROUND

food &
drink stalls community
groups
local
businesses

entertainment




EASTER GREETINGS FROM YOUR

INCOMING RECTOR

As Easter approaches, | want to

send warm greetings to everyone

in Ightham. Although | have not yet
arrived in the parish, | am already
deeply grateful for the welcome that
has reached me from St Peter’s and
from the wider village. It is a privilege
to be preparing to serve both Ightham
and Wrotham, two communities with
rich histories, strong identities, and a
deep sense of belonging.

Easter is a season of new beginnings. It
speaks of God’s life breaking through
in unexpected places, of hope rising
even when the world feels uncertain,
and of renewal that touches both
individuals and communities. As |
prepare to join you, those themes

feel especially real. A new ministry
begins not with grand gestures but
with simple encounters: conversations
in the street, shared worship,

learning the stories of a place, and
slowly weaving together trust and
companionship.

| look forward to discovering more

of Ightham’s life—its traditions, its
people, its quiet strengths—and to
walking with you in faith and service in
the years ahead.

You are warmly invited to join the
Easter celebrations at St Peter’s,
whether you are a regular worshipper,
someone who comes occasionally,

or someone who simply values the
church as part of the village’s story.

Easter is for
everyone, and
you will be very
welcome.

| would also be
delighted to meet
many of you at my Welcome
Service at St George’s,
Wrotham, on Tuesday 2nd
June at 7.30pm, where the
Bishop of Rochester will preside.
It will be a joyful moment for both
parishes as we begin this new chapter
together.

May this Easter bring you peace,
renewed hope, and the assurance that
new beginnings—Ilarge and small—are
always possible.

With every blessing,
Revd Stewart Gibbs, Incoming
Rector of Ightham and Wrotham

According to his great
mercy, he has caused
us to be born again to
a living hope through
the resurrection of
Jesus Christ from the
dead.

I Peter 1:3



IGHTHAM IGHTHAMS

On Saturday 12" April we will have our monthly
Men’s Breakfast at the George and Dragon in

Ightham, at 8.30 am. This continues our monthly r N‘S BRENG AS-‘
visits which have taken place for over 15 years. We N\E - \‘ \**
enjoy an excellent full English breakfast on the - | : N en

second Saturday of the month. 5 ‘ IR 2v

e

= .
We will be very pleased if any newcomers would like SATURDAY FUFL ENGLISH v
to join us for some good conversation over a & 5
leisurely breakfast in lovely surroundings. If you
would like to join us and / or would like to have a
regular reminder, please can you let me, John
Webster, know via email:
jnhjk.webster@btinternet.com;

or phone: 01732 884819.

Please book you place by contacting John VWebster

jnhjk.webster@btinternet.com.




MORE IGHTHAM IGHTHAMS

Ightham Magazine

Subscribe to the Ightham Magazine and
keep up to date with local news and
events; read the latest Parish Council
deliberations; and find contacts for
local trades. The annual subscription

is £10, for 10 issues delivered free

to your door. Payment can be

made by standing order, cheque or
cash. To subscribe, please contact

E: magazine@ighthamchurch.org.uk

St Peter’s Church

Parent, Baby & Toddler Group

New to Ightham? New mum at home? New child carer?

From napping newborns to toddlers
on trikes, this friendly and
welcoming group would love
to see you! Come along to
meet local Mums and carers
over coffee/tea, and yummy
home-baked cake.
Need to know more?
The Group’s leader, Kirsty
Mitchem, will be delighted to hear
from you. T: 01732 885072.

Thursday
10 -11.30 am
(term time only)

in St Peter’s
Church

_10_



ARBORICULTURAL & LANDSCAPE CONTRACTORS
All aspects of domestic & commercial tree surgery
Woodland management & site clearance

Firewood sales & woodchip production for biomass
Fencing supplied and erected

Hard landscaping and groundworks

!& RWE T: 01732 746 281

www.rwers.co.uk RURAL SERVICES E: office@rwers.co.uk

o @ L) Trave

N Dream - Explore - Discover
‘O\BQ 0& d
IOV Monday 23" November

Luxury coach travel from Borough Green
Comfort stop en-route

Contact us to book your place... Raised tickets in the stalls

Matinee performance

£97.00:

Email: lisa@ljtravel.co.uk
Tel: 01732 886968

Or pop in to see us: 34 High Street BG

-11 -




PARISH COUNCIL NEWS

SEVENOAKS CHRONICLE: 26
February 2026

Village to get 20mph speed limit
on four roads after consultation
with public

KENT County Council will go ahead with
a proposal to implement a 20mph speed
limit in four roads in Ightham.

A 24-day consultation was held during May
and June last year. Members of the public
were invited to give their views on the
proposals for the beautiful village, which is
near Sevenoaks but falls within Tonbridge
and Malling District. The roads to have

the 20mph speed limit are Cobs Close,
Oldbury Close, Oldbury Lane and Spring
Lane.

With each of these roads, the speed

limit will be for their entire length. The
council said the reason behind installing
the restrictions in Ightham was three-fold:
to keep pedestrians or those in traffic safe
when they are using the road or any other
road; to make it easier to use the route,

|
|
s
q

] ey
Ightham village
F—_ -

whether for pedestrians or road users;
and to improve the area through which
the road runs.

The order gives some context to the
council’s efforts to reduce speeding, saying
there had been an “increasing demand”
for the introduction of 20mph schemes.

It says: “From April | 2013 Kent County
Council (KCC) became responsible for a
number of public health functions. One of
those was the health improvement for the
population of Kent.

“In recent years the demand for the
implementation of 20mph schemes had
been increasing in response to both local
and national campaigns, therefore KCC
are intending to implement 20mph Public
Health Schemes in Ightham, in Tonbridge
and Malling.”

The council’s traffic orders site shows
Oldbury Lane is 60mph, with Cobs Close
leading off it. Spring Lane is also 60mph,
with Oldbury Close leading off it.




NSON

———LAND SERVICES =

Hedgelaying Wildflower Meadow Creation
Hedge Planting Hedge Cutting Land Clearance m
> . o \dh :

www.johnsonlandservices.com

PEEK LANDSCAPING

Driveways, Paths, Patios, Walling, Drainage, Fencing/gates, Turfing, Planting
Garden Clearance. All work carried out to the highest standard, customer
references available on request. Fully Insured.

For free advice and quotations, contact Brooke Peek on: M 07494 538522
E: brooke_peek@hotmail.co.uk

The Birkbeck Chiropody & Podiatry Practice

Health Professions Council (HPC) Registered Podiatrists

Open Monday to Saturday Day and Evening Appointments
Treatments by appointment only Easy Car Parking

To Book an Appointment Please Call

01732 883271

Woodlands, 172 Maidstone Road, Borough Green, Sevenoaks TNI5 8)D
T 01732 883271 W | birkbeckpodiatry.com




LY " HOPPING AROUND IN APRIL

« Celebrate Easter with Lullingstone Castle’s
® fun Easter Egg Quiz, 2 — 6 April, | lam — 5pm.

« Horticultural inspiration and foodie treats at
the Old Dairy Tea Room are the blissful

wf Aspiring plant hunters scour the garden and
castle grounds for clues, meeting Easter
characters enroute!

Get creative with drop in Easter crafts at
Ightham Mote, with Fabergé inspired card
eggs and decorated Easter biscuits. 9 and 16

Blue is the theme for Riverhill Himalayan
Garden’s Bluebell Festival and Craft Fair 22
April - 4 May. A host of blooms plus the

? April | lam -5 pm.

delights of Artspring Gallery’s craft sales will
delight.
Classic Cars are perfect for Dad at

.

Chiddingstone Castle’s National Drive It
Day, Sunday 26 April in aid of the NSPCC
Childline.

4

Check websites for full booking and ticket

combo at Great Comp Garden annual
Spring Fling Plant Fair, 19 April, |10am — 5pm.

« Be uplifted with a Birdsong Walk at Bore
Place. Sunday 26 April. 8.30 — 10 am.
Booking required.

» Choose your Easter holiday reading at
Sevenoaks Bookshop, or book an author
talk event from ‘Talking Classics’ with Mary
Beard to ‘Life in Bloom’ with Graeme
Corbett (including a floral demo).

« Get outdoors at Emmetts Garden with
family Easter adventures, until 19 April. £3.50
+ admission. No booking required.

details.

&‘ ‘\ ‘ : ;{« Q?:d }:

All book worms should head to Borough Green and Sevenoaks Libraries where
they’ll find a cornucopia of literary delights, including children’s

M activities! Check the Kent Library service website https://www.
kent.gov.uk/leisure-and-community/libraries or call

T: 03000 41 31 31 for opening hours and up to date information.

Ramblers -
April 2026
Stroll or stride . . .

.. .with our friendly group of Kent
Ramblers, part of the national Ramblers
walking organisation.

You don’t have to be a Ramblers’ member
to sample a few walks to help you decide if
you’d like to join. If you’re new, we suggest
contacting the walk leader beforehand to
check their walk’s suitability.

1dge &

pfidoe & Mg,

o 2

s X3
=< 4

Rampblers

Woodlands, vineyards and castles all feature
in April’s walks. Full details can be found on

Upcoming Walks link or Facebook page
or E: info@tonbridgeandmallingramblers.
org.uk

We look forward to welcoming
you!

-14 -




! WROTHAM COMPUTER
- CARE LIMITED

Friendly, local IT support for Home & Business users of
PC's & Apple Mac's

Software & Hardware repairs or installation
Install Broadband, Wired or Wireless Networks

Virus & Spyware removal

pendent family owned company

——— =

—_—

Funeral Directors & Monumental Masons

Borough Green, Ightham, Wrotham & West Malling

01732 780600

43 Western Road, Borough Green, TN15 8AL
email: boroughgreen@welhamjones.co.uk

www.welhamjones.co.uk

24 hour Pre - paid funeral
service plans available

_15_



IGHTHAM WI

Despite a long list of apologies, the
Village Hall was full of enthusiastic
members, together with those
attending on Zoom. The President
reported on all the wonderful
creative and numerous social groups
run by Ightham WI together with
the various activities organised by
the Federation. The President then
introduced the speaker for the
evening, Michelle Ernoult talking on
Bumble, Honey and Solitary Bees.

Michelle started keeping bees 20
years ago. Unfortunately after an
accident, she became temporarily
housebound and became totally
fascinated by bees and their
environment. Michelle, a very
knowledgeable and passionate
speaker, explained that 135 million
years ago when dinosaurs walked
the earth the only insects would
have been beetles, wasps, butterflies
and dragonflies and pollination took
place purely by wind. Over time
bees evolved and to our amazement
we were told there were over 280
species of social and solitary bees
and 27 species of bumble bees.
Michelle had excellent, detailed
slides and we saw photos of a sweat
bee (with five eyes), a blue banded
bee from Australia and a leaf cutter
bee. Apparently leaf cutter bees can
determine whether to lay male or

Wl

INSPIRING WOMEN

female eggs depending on the size
of the cells. We learnt that bees had
different tongue lengths, could carry
pollen in their pockets up to 50% of
their body weight, and a honey bee
queen could live for 5-6 years. It
was evident that having thought we
all knew about bees, how wrong we
were!

New members and visitors are
always welcome. Any enquiries,
please contact Helen Johnson,
President, Ightham WI.

E: happyflowersgs@live.co.uk

April meeting:

Eddie Prescott “The Airmen

of RAF West Malling”.

-16 -



The Tennis year starts 1° April - join now!

ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP

£ 110 Adult
£ 33 Junior
£ 200 Family & Couples

£ 40 Student

2 Floodlit Courts ¢ Club Coach
All-weather Tiger Turf Surface

Ball Machine ¢ Club Sessions ¢ Club Teams

Tournaments « Cardio Tennis

IGHTHAM TENNIS CLUB
“When | joined ITC, | had almost no tennis
experience and never imagined it would
become such a passion. Through the free
beginner sessions with Justin and a few
private lessons with Jem, | quickly gained
the confidence to join the club sessions
and now play every week. Along the way,
I've discovered not just a sport | love, but a
fantastic community as well.” TL

“I really like the fabulous Tiger Turf court
surface, the beautiful elevated position within
parkland, the great standard of tennis, lots
of organised groups and inter-club teams
and all for £1 10 a year. PB

“I love being a member because | play
tennis in lovely surroundings with friendly
people. There are club sessions and fun
tournaments and a yearly championship
competition.” MD

P

EST 1982

IGHTHAM

TENNIS CLUB

YOUR LOCAL
FRIENDLY CLUB

April Istis the start of ITC’s new tennis
year and the best time to join to get

full value. Annual fees remain very
competitive, with no extra charges for
floodlights, ball machine or tournament
entry. The all-weather TigerTurf court
surface is cushioned and joint-friendly.
We have a vibrant junior section, inter-
club teams, coach-run group sessions
and individual lessons, club sessions
(including an improver club session for
less confident players) and fun Cardio
Tennis sessions which welcomes players
of all standards.

Contact us to enquire about a free
introductory session and discover
what a friendly club we are! More
details in our advert and on our
website. ighthamtennis@gmail.com

_17_



FROM YOUR MEMBER OF PARLIAMENT

April brings with it a sense of new
possibility for our community. Trees and
fields are coming into bloom, farmers sow
their crops, the days grow longer, and
preparations for local events and activities
begin across our area to get ready for
Easter.

The renewal of Spring is something we
see reflected in our towns and villages
too. In March, we welcomed the long-
awaited expansion of Sainsbury’s in
the heart of Tonbridge - a significant
milestone, first discussed four years
ago. In Edenbridge, the 3G sports
pitch campaign aims to invest in sport
and leisure facilities at the centre of
the community. In New Ash Green,
conversations about reimagining the
village centre remind us how important
it is to listen to residents and shape a
stronger future together.

These are just some of the projects |
have been working on elsewhere. But

in Ightham, I'm interested to hear your
thoughts. What do you think needs
improving in your parish!? Many of the
ideas that become reality across our
community begin with local ideas and
community actions. Residents know their
area best, its strengths, its needs, and its
potential. Real change often starts with
a simple suggestion, a conversation, or a
willingness to get involved.

If you have an idea, whether large or
small, about how we could improve our
community, | would love to hear from
you. While | cannot promise every idea

can be delivered,
I will always

do my best to
support where

| can. Whether
that means
helping to raise

Y
I/

awareness,

connecting you

with the right people, or guiding you
through the next steps. You are welcome
to contact me through my email below.

£
-

Thank you to all those who give their
time, energy and imagination to our
towns and villages. Our communities are
stronger because of you. As we move
into this new season, may the hope of
Easter inspire us all to play our part in
building places where others can flourish.

Contact details:

tom.tugendhat.m
T: 01732 441563
Post: 130 Vale Road, Tonbridge, Kent
TN9 ISP

Web: www.tomtugendhat.org
Social Media - @TomTugendhat

arliament.uk

Best wishes

Tom

Tom Tugendhat MBE MP - Member of
Parliament for Tonbridge and Malling

-18 -



Adam’siGardens N
Ietlyour/garden)belminejtoo) W

NGenerallGarden BEST BEHAVIOUR
Can we help to exercise your dog?

We collect from your home so that your dog can
run and play with others in a secure field.
We return them home happy and tired!

Proud to be
Full Members of

We are expanding in your area!
" We run morning and afternoon
weekday groups - £24 per session

Contact Naomi: 07967 075917

Your local reliable

g‘ plumbing & heating

Wt engineers,
PLUMBING&HEATING LTp PUSPathroom designs &
installation

01732 905959 with over 25 years of

services@ighthamplumbingandheating eXperience
Itd.co.uk

@ FULLY GAS SAFE & OFTEC (OIL) QUALIFIED - INC
LANDLORD CERTS & SERVICING

G3 UNVENTED GAS CYLINDERS @ LPG

ACCREDITED WITH SAMSUNG & VAILLANT AIR
SOURCE HEAT PUMPS

A/C F1 GAS REFRIGERANT  CSCS SITE TRAINED
24/7 EMERGENGENCY CALLOUT

00 00

_19_



FOURWAYS

ENGINEERING
g T =
EsT. 1973
Specialists in all Classic and Sports Car
Restoration and General
Servicing and Repairs

Unit 12 Platt Industrial Estate, Maidstone Road,
St Marys Platt, Sevenoaks, Kent, TN15 8JL

Telephone: 01732 884 288
Email: info@fourwaysgroup.co.uk

REPORTING COMMUNITY ISSUES

TMBC Refuse Collections: Click on the link below for all
refuse questions: https://www.tmbc.gov.uk/bins-waste/check-waste-

collection-updates

Highway problems including potholes, drainage and overgrown
roadside foliage: https://www.kent.gov.uk/roads-and-travel/report-a-

problem

Community Police Contact:

Our local contacts are: Inspector Terry Newman;
Sgt Nick Atkinson; PC Dylan McElligott and Irina
Mgebrisvili, Community Liaison Officer - PSE.

Call 101 if you need to contact the police for a non-emergency; 999
for an emergency or report issues with a simple online form.

_20_




Stephen D. Gay

Funeral Service and
Memorial Masons

serving the community
Since 1982

Funerals tailored to suit individual requirements

Memorials made using the very best materials available

Funeral Homes
www.stephenpgayfunerals.co.uk

9 Western Road, Borough 39 & 41 High Street, West

Green, Kent, TN15 8AL Malling, Kent, ME19 6QH
Tel: 01732 780222 (24hrs) Tel: 01732 780333 (24hrs)
b.green@stephenpgay.co.uk w.malling@stephenpgay.co.uk

Memorial Showroom

120 Old Road West, Gravesend, Kent, DA11 OLR
Tel: 01474 321 003
www.stephenpgaymemorialskent.co.uk

“Remembering you on this day,
Comforted by so many memories”

2 T10x
22 v
SAIFuM

INDEPENDENT

FUNERAL
DIRECTORS
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Brush Sthobes

DECORATING SPECIALIST

.
‘.

Ightham-based deco"rator
With 18 years experiencelin all aspects

of Interior and Exterior work.
Carpentry work alsolunidertaken.
Contact: Mark Bradley
07940 564 779

| |

brushstrokes7oaks@gmail.com |

COMMUNITY EVENT

/ 7\\ L /O _
You ave tnvited by r Q O wattend a
o 1AM 5C Hoou

IGH
L4:4:4
— & ~—
CJ\ Hortleultural § Hanging Basket Demo

C
“ﬁﬁ @ Greendcres Garden Centre

Thursday 7th
May 5.30pm

Borough Green Road, Ightham, TN15 9JA

Please contact Cedric, 07730 733 894 or Paula, 07753 408 755 to book your place

-292 -




NEWS FROM IGHTHAM PRIMARY SCHOOL

As spring unfolds, it has been wonderful to
see our children enjoying the sunshine and
embracing a term full of learning and fun
with exciting curriculum enriching trips,
events, and workshops.

Year 4 had a fantastic
experience stepping back in
time, with immersive role

for the day with a visit from
‘Those History People.’
Reception class enjoyeda |
delicious and inspiring trip to (@
Pizza Express, which sparked
their creativity for adapting
the classic Gingerbread Man
story into a new tale about
a pizza.

Year 3 took an exciting trip to Chatham
Dockyard, complementing their Science
topic on forces, and memorably
reinforcing their
maths with

practical, large-scale
experiences of length
and perimeter. The
adventurous spirit
continued with Year 5’s Viking Day.
Dressed as Vikings, history came to life
with re-enactments as the i
children learned about Viking
trades and skills. '

We celebrated World Book %
Day with great enthusiasm.
Children dressed as their
favourite book characters,
with activities and book
discussions. We're thrilled
to announce the launch

of our new Book Swap

Shed, now brimming with
a wonderful selection

of books, thanks to our
community’s generosity.
Spring also brought new
life to our school with the
arrival of duck eggs in Year
2. After careful nurturing, we £
are delighted that five healthy |
ducklings have hatched and
are growing fast.

Our commitment to community
engagement has been strong this term.
Years | and 3 hosted community
afternoons, inviting local guests to
share stories and experiences, fostering
connections between generations.
Meanwhile, Year 4 lent a
helping hand at Ightham
Mote, assisting the gardening
team by planting strawberry
plants—a lovely way to

learn about nature and give
back to our local heritage.

We are eagerly anticipating our upcoming
Easter Service at the church, followed by
a fun-filled Easter Egg hunt for the whole
school to celebrate the end of term.

Looking ahead, next term promises more
opportunities for our children to learn,
grow, and thrive.

Sue Earl, Headteacher

Ightham Primary School 01732
882405




FRIENDS OF IGHTHAM SCHOOL

Friends of Ightham School (FOIS) are an active support and fundraising
group for Ightham Primary School.

We are always keen to hear from new ‘friends’ and grateful to everyone
who is already involved. Get in touch by contacting Mark Keenor, Chair of
Trustees, 07770 440343

Thank God for the Easter Promise

“And on the third day,”

the sun arose again with the son.
Birds awoke with joy,

in the stillness of early Morn’
Jesus Christ was alive!

He welcomed the joy of the dawn,
with the marks of his experience -
proving his innocence.

He walked from his death bed’s
enclosure,

with the spirit of a fulfilled Saviour.
The pain of his body and mind

are now a thought behind.

Messiah; fulfilled, Crucified-healed.
Now was the time to show that he was
alive,

so that Christians could believe in ‘The
Word’

and thrive.

In Mary’s case he was a ‘Gardener,’

not the risen Pardoner.

Thomas needed to touch, and feel

his nail marks and open side.

With shock and surprise his Master had
died,

and was standing here again - so alive!
Now Christians can believe in ‘The
Word

and thrive.

Mary and Thomas now full of elation,
as Man’s sins were set aside, so entry
to God’s Kingdom may not be denied.
Thank God for his promise, Now love
all

with care.

‘Amen!’ to the action and thought of
Prayer.

Twelve Disciples were then set to
prepare for their Ministry,

to talk to everyone about God'’s son,
The King of the Kingdom to come.
Jesus then returned to Heaven above.
Leaving his promise - the sign of his
Love.

Di Coleman 2025




SHIPBOURNE
FARMERS’ MARKET

Congratulations to Jane from Winsford
House Produce who has won multiple
awards at the Dalemain Marmalade
Awards. Jane has been awarded Silver

for her Lemon & Elderflower Marmalade,
and bronze for both her Mojito Lime
Marmalade and Seville Orange Marmalade.

Roughway Farm have their very popular
cobnut granola back in stock. Their
cobnuts won first place in the Kentish
Cobnuts class at the 2025 National Fruit
Show in November, with a perfect 20/20
score for taste. Congratulations!

We have also welcomed a new stallholder
— Park Farm Brasted. Located near
Westerham, their herd of Jersey cows
produce delicious milk (available raw and
pasteurised) and handcrafted ice-cream in a
multitude of flavours.

The arrival of April sees spring really
starting to get into gear as the longer

days with more light stimulates growth.
However, April is still part of the ‘Hungry
Gap’ which comes with a rather restricted
choice of fresh seasonal products.

Celebrate the Easter break, which this
year falls early between Good Friday on
3rd April and Bank Holiday Monday on 6th
April. As well as all you need for Easter
lunch, Ridwan The Baker is bringing his
delicious hot cross buns to the Market,
Debra has her famous Simnel cakes and
Beth has beautiful Easter cards produced
from her original watercolour art.

So what else should
you be buying and
eating this April? Fish
and seafood lovers
will find sea bass,

cod, halibut, cockles,
mussels and scallops all at their finest now.

For meat eaters enjoy a wonderful joint of
beef or pork for a family Sunday roast. For
Game look out for guinea fowl, venison
and rabbit.

Lettuces, spinach, watercress, cucumber
and spring onions are starting to arrive,
taking over from the brassicas such as
cauliflower, purple sprouting broccoli,
cabbages and kale. For those yearning for
salads, try foraged wild garlic (the white
flowers should still be in bud for the best
flavour). Wrap the leaves around fish
before baking, or shred the leaves and
use in soups, pasta dishes, risottos or
homemade pesto (see Cookery Corner).

Keep on cooking with rhubarb, which has
now moved from the bright pink early
forced variety into the darker and more
sour outdoor version.

To stay up to date with “what’s

on” at the Market, request our
weekly e-newsletter by visiting www.
shipbournefm.co.uk or email lindsay
miles@btinternet.com
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rCOOKERY CORNER

WILD GARLIC PESTO

Incredibly versatile sauce to use with
pasta, meats and fish. Can also be

made with spinach or basil after the
wild garlic season has ended.

| 00g foraged wild garlic
e Juice of half a lemon

* 50g pine nuts, cashews or
hazelnuts

e 75ml rapeseed oll
* 75g parmesan or pecorino
e /2 tsp salt

.

I. Throw everything except the
olive oil into a food processor.

2. Blitz slowly, gradually adding the
oil.

3. Keep in a sterilised jar or spoon
into an ice cube tray to freeze.

Hi Kent are no
: longer supportin
Patient g PP g

Participation Group borough Green
) mmmsmmsm  Medical Practice’s

Patients with
hearing aid aftercare (batteries, cleaning
wires, tubes). If patients that were
fitted at the Borough Green Medical
Practice require batteries, domes, tubes
or aftercare please ask them to email us
at kmicb.ent@nhs.net or call us 01732
887210 (between 10am and 2pm).
Patients can also purchase batteries
through Amazon or a local pharmacy/
shop.

Borough Green

We would like to share the news that
our Senior Partner, Dr Paul Unwin, will
be retiring from the Practice on 31st
March 2026. Dr Unwin has dedicated
many years of committed service to our
patients and community. Throughout his
time with us, he has shown unwavering
professionalism, compassion, and
leadership. His hard work and

commitment have made a lasting impact
on both patients and colleagues, and he
will be greatly missed by us all.

From April, all of Dr Unwin’s patients
will be transferred to our new partners
joining the Practice — Dr Fiona
Humphreys and Dr Louise Roberts.
We are delighted and excited to
welcome them to the team and are
confident they will continue to provide
the high standard of care our patients
deserve.

While Dr Unwin is retiring from his
role as Senior Partner, you may still see
him around the Practice as he will be
continuing to run some ENT clinics.

Please join us in thanking Dr Unwin
for his many years of dedication and
in wishing him a very happy and well-
deserved retirement. We wish him all
the very best for this next chapter.

-926 -



BRAIN
MATTERS...
berries matter

A blustery start to
spring and a mixture of
rain and sunshine gives
us hope of warmer drier
days ahead. As we move
into April and kick off with
Easter we can start to get
our diets in summer gear. So

why are humble berries so good for
our brains?

Well berries are rich in antioxidants
which are part of the polyphenols
family which branches into
anthocyanins and flavonoids. These
are crucially linked to improvements
in both cognitive function and
memory. The anthocyanins in
blueberries help to restore a neuron
suffering from neuronal death - when
a neuron or cell is experiencing
oxidative stress this antioxidant is
able to reverse the damage - pretty
nifty! The only problem is we have

a special blood brain barrier- a
protective casing to keep harmful
bacteria out but unfortunately it
makes it hard for the good stuff to
cross over too. This is why a daily
dose of berries is recommended so
that we can build up enough of the
antioxidants to cross and make an
impact!

The impact is worth the
trouble. Studies show
\ antioxidants can slow
down natural cognitive
decline and help to
protect cells from
ageing and damage;
neuroprotective
agents benefit
neurodegenerative
diseases. Berries help to
lower blood pressure, give
us more fibre and can help protect
against diabetes and some cancers.

The best thing about berries is
that the antioxidants are really
strong. Add some berries fresh,
cooked or frozen (and neither
process will destroy their benefits),
and enjoy their health advantages.
Make a smoothie, add to porridge
or overnight oats, try making a
compote, add to yoghurt or simply
put them straight up in a bowl for
snacking. Enjoy these little jewels of
nature. In the spirit of Easter you
could even make your own dark
chocolate (no sugar but a dash of
maple syrup and some coconut oil
with either cocoa powder or 80-
100% dark chocolate) with some
freeze-dried berries for a healthier
brain friendly take on the holiday
indulgences.

Chantal Montebello-Ealey
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Badger Bathrooms

S
A

Local

Independent
Family-run
Bathroom Specialist
Established 42 yrs!

Z, Book an appointment!
@ SHOWROOM: Betsom's Farm, Westerham TN16 2DS
www.badgerbathrooms.com 01732 464450
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IGHTHAM PARISH COUNCIL

Chairman: Cllr Rodney Willingham

Vice Chairman: Clir Michael Holden

Parish Clerk: Mrs Sarah Huseyin

T: 01732 886402
ighthamclerk@gmail.com

Councillors: Clir Steve Burgham

Clir Carol Clark

Clir David Emmett
Clir Stephanie Gunson
Clir David Hall

ClIr Tamsin Hogarth
Clir Kirsty Mitchem

AN EXTRACT OF THE
PARISH COUNCIL MINUTES

February 2026

(Full Minutes can be found at www.ightham.
org or by emailing the Clerk)

Highways & PROW Matters: HIP
update — Oldbury Lane 20mph
—signage has now been installed.
Reduction of speed limits around
Ightham Common: Survey - The
Clerk circulated the survey to go to
residents and consultees. We have
recently received 2 emails regarding
traffic concerns at vy Hatch; these
were passed to our Highways Officer
who was able to provide some
telematic data on current speeds.
Data showed that traffic around

Ivy Hatch has a strong compliance
with the speed limit. Kent Highways
can now gather data from GPS and
sensors incorporated inside vehicles.
The data is averaged over |2 months
and is used by DfT and provides

a realistic picture
of compliance and
safety. The Clerk
said that the blanket
30mph would help address the
speeding issues. Regarding parking
issues at the Plough, The Clerk will
request a line refresh around the
junctions. It was noted that residents
in Ivy Hatch were not in favour of
double yellow lines. Mirrors Back
Lane: ClIr Willingham to chase the
posts and ask James Hayward to
install them. The Clerk will check
the status of the A25 MegaFlectas
and removal of the triangle on

Back Lane. The Clerk has reported
drainage issues outside Spicklewood.
Cllr Emmett reported that one of
the residents had cleared drainage

at the Landway on Common Road.
The Clerk reported that Canham
were using the Recreation Ground
layby to move soil between trucks
and had spoken to them - they said it
was due to restricted access in Seal.

MATTERS ARISING

Recreation Ground: Gritting of

car park during icy weather — Clir
Willingham to speak to James
Hayward about a hopper. It was
noted that it may not be possible

to grit the car park in time for the
start of school drop off if there is an
unexpected weather event and under
these circumstances the car park

_29_



PUBLIC OPEN DAYS

Join us at Planet Plants,
your local wholesale

nursery specialising
in ornamental shrubs

and trees, on dedicated
public open days this year. P I_ A N I S

Visit our website and follow us on Facebook and
Instagram to find out about these events which
take place from Spring to Autumn or get in touch
to find out more.

[ planetplants.co.uk

[F] facebook.com/planetplants
instagram.com/planetplants_ightham
Tel 01732 884589 Email info@planetplants.co.uk

PLANET PLANTS, BACK LANE, IVY HATCH, IGHTHAM, SEVENOAKS TN15 9AU
é i CA Auto Services

Sevenoaks Road, Ightham, TN15 9AD

01732 780591  For All Auto Queries 07747535657

All makes and models | MOT:s | Free Courtesy Car
Free local collection and delivery.
Brakes | Servicing | Repairs | Number Plates

All mechanical and diagnostic work carried out by
Qualified automobile engineers
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should be closed. The school have
confirmed that they would organise
drop off in the event of a car park
closure.

Southern Water drain: no update.
Tree work: scheduled for Easter
holidays. Park repairs: awaiting date.
Car park repairs: we have received 2
quotes for repairs and drainage. One
contractor has quoted for another
layer of shingle. It was agreed that

we should allow for this in next
year’s budget but should proceed
with drainage and potholes now.

The drainage quote from M&S Paving
was approved and the Clerk will ask
for a cost to refill the potholes. We
have received a request to put a

path around the Recreation Ground
perimeter. The Clerk was asked to
respond to say that we had previously
considered it and it was too expensive
and that it wasn’t safe to have a path
running through the playing field.
Village Hall: Feedback from survey in
January 2026 & agree next steps — We
have received a 62 page surveyor’s
report (circulated) which outlines a
list of tasks that are recommended
immediately. Cllr Holden will get
quotes to have both structural
engineer and asbestos reports and

a drainage survey; the surveyor
recommended a list of contractors.
Once quotes are received we can
agree via email; once reports are
received we can organise another
Village Hall Committee meeting to
decide the next steps. The Clerk

has contacted Warners to locate

the original trust
deed which sets out
the responsibilities
of the Trustees

as the Village Hall
Committee have
asked who is responsible for what.
We have received renewal quote for
the Village Hall insurance and this was
agreed. The value of the rebuild is
noted as £1.4m which is in line with
what we have been quoted.

Oldbury Annexe: Update — Warners
have confirmed that the lease has been
signed. We are awaiting payment of
the annual rent which we understand
is in hand.

Scout Pavilion: Patio repairs have
been carried out at a cost of £380 — it
was agreed that we would pay 50% of
this.

Tennis Club: Request from Tennis
Club to remove sycamores — awaiting
site meeting. We have been notified
that there will be a 24 hour sponsored
tennis match on Tuesday |16 June at
6:30pm through to Wednesday |17
June at 6:30pm for Crohn’s & Colitis
UK. It was agreed that we would
donate £100 and will ask the Tennis
Club to notify their neighbours.

Village Fete/Community Picnic July
2026: Arrangements and confirmation
of expenditure/budget — ClIr Mitchem
has had a meeting to start making
arrangements. Cllr Emmett confirmed
the marquees; it was also confirmed
that the Parish Council would
contribute £1,600 towards items such
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as portaloos, generators and a band.

Casual Vacancy: Deadline 28
February 2026. Interviewing candidates SO'\’S for a

summer evening

— we have received 2 applications, one
has been interviewed already and the
Clerk was asked to set up a meeting
with the other applicant.

PLANNING

3 applications were received and no
objections raised.

TMBC approved 2 applications.
AOB

Cllr Emmett reported that Kings Hill
were applying for Town status.

Cllr Holden reported that he had

seen signage for horses’ stables and
suggested that we request one for ——
Back Lane and Ismays Road. Photo: Martin Bond

https://www.kingsmencambridge.co.uk

The meeting closed at 9.30pm

THE HUTCH DELI & CAFE

SELLING FRESH QUALITY LOCAL PRODUCE

Winterdale Cheese - Organic Eggs from Crouch
Plaxtol Bakery Bread - Kentish Mayde Pies
Korkers Sausages - Local Gins - Chapel Down Wines
Ightham Honey - Local Fresh Fruit

Beautiful Dog Friendly Coffee Shop, Afternoon Teas
(Eat In or Take Away), Outside Catering,
Homemade Food & Cakes
Freshly Made Sandwiches / Platters, Cooked Breakfast,
Freshly Baked Pastries, Confectionery, Groceries,
Events, Evening Functions/Dinners,
Available for Private Hire
Dry Cleaning Service, InPost Lockers

COME SEE US...
n Sevenoaks Road, Ightham, TN15 9AD
01732 781134
thehutchdeliandcafe@outlook.com

(next to The Village Car Wash on the A25 - ample free parking)
Mon - Sat
Closed Sundays & Bank Holidays
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Borough Green and
Wrotham u3a

The next Borough Green and
Wrotham u3a monthly meeting

will be held on Monday 20 April

at 2 pm in Borough Green Village
Hall. Regular members will notice
that this is the third Monday in the
month! This is a one-off change, for
unavoidable organisational reasons,
and regular service will be resumed
from May onwards, with meetings
on the usual second Monday in each
month.

At our meeting on Monday 20

April we are delighted to welcome
back Fred Lamont who will give a
fascinating talk on the history of
Thomas Cook. We look forward to

Fred’s talk and to
our usual chats
over tea, coffee
and biscuits.

uda

learn, laugh, live

We look forward to welcoming
existing and new members, and
guests (£5). Parking is free for
Village Hall users, so please
remember to register your car in
the Village Hall lobby when you
arrive.

For further information, or to join
your local u3a, please contact:

info@bgwu3a.org.uk or visit our
website https://bgw.u3asite.uk

KENT COUNTRY SERVICES

Mowing Forestry Permaculture

07745 165 620
contact@kentcountryservices.co.uk
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SEVENOAKS SHAKESPEARE -
Summer 2026

Sevenoaks Shakespeare are presenting
not one, but two major productions
this year!

Returning to the Archbishop’s Palace,
Otford we’re fusing the old with the
new, the modern with the vintage, to
present Shrewed! Using live music,
songs, and classic '40s village fair
action, we have created an immersive
piece of event theatre presenting

a new adaptation of Shakespeare’s
classic gender politics play, The
Taming of the Shrew. With a cast of
seven and an eight-piece band, this
fast and funny production questions
how women and misogyny are handled
today, through the lens of the past,
whilst keeping to an adapted version
of the Shakespearean text.

Summer2026 www.sevenoaksshakespeare.co.uk

Join us between the 21 and 24 May

in the grounds of the Archbishop’s
Palace, Otford for some Blitz Spirit
and all the fun of the fair. The future is
female, and it’s here this May!

Also this summer, we’ll return to
Underriver for our take on a Venetian
masquerade. Tackling Shakespeare’s
play about race relations, we’re very
glad to be back in the gardens of The
White Rock Inn for an intimate look at
politics and villainy in our production
of Othello. Rehearsals get underway
soon; performance dates will be 25 -
28 June and 2 — 5 July.

Check our social media or visit our
website (www.sevenoaksshakespeare.
co.uk)

for further updates and to book your
tickets soon.

SEVENOAKS
HAKESPEARE

ZIEﬁ'J!JNE - 28™ JUNE 2028
2" JULY - 5™ JULY 2026
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AMORA CARE

|

-

Tém vs W/o/m‘ﬁ?

e l

Home Care Designed to be as Unique
as You Are.

Personal care K Trustpilot
Dementia care EAEAEAE3ES Rated “Excelient”
Live-in and night care Qcreduary
Post-discharge care

“We only have positive things to say about the care Amora has
provided to our mum over the past 18 months.”

Steve, Tonbridge % # % %

Book a free assessment on 01732 442542

amoracare.co.uk Premium Home Care with Love

b

Our Sevenoaks office is NOW OPEN! r iﬁ(
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TREE SURGERY

BASED IN IGHTHAM

Call Nick:
07712 764 882

www.npctreesurgery.co.uk

Safe removal of dead
and dangerous trees

* Felling and shaping
e Stump grinding
e Hedge cutting

* Tree and hedge planting
e Fully qualified and insured

Advanced decay detection Expert installers of
equipment to check internal Jacksons Fencing
integrity of a tree (25 year guarantee)



Sunshine Landscape
and
Gardening Services

Full Garden Services from Design
and Construction to Lawn
maintenance and cutting, beds
planted and weeded. Trees and
shrubs trimmed, hedge cutting
and planting. Paths, Patios and
Fencing.

Free quotes with no obligation.

For all your garden requirements
call Alan on 07711 079014

Locally based and Hadlow qualified.

United Benefice of Ightham & Wrotham

Holy Week Services

St Peter’s Ightham
Thursday 2" April - Maundy Thursday
8pm Holy Communion Service
followed by stripping of the altar

Friday 3" April - Good Friday
the Cross'

12noon 'Hour at '

with Holy Communion

Friday 3 April - Good Friday
10am Good Friday service
7:30pm ‘The Crucifixion” by Stainer

Sunday 5" April - EASTER DAY
10:30am Family Holy Communion

BRS LANDSCAPES.COM

Specialists in hard landscaping,
with an artistic eye and an
understanding of plants

Block Paving Driveways « Patio’s
and Paths « Brickwork, Rockery
Construction * Fencing and Trellis
Turfing « Planting and Staking

Difficult conditions never a problem

For assistance with both the creative
& practical aspects of garden design

Call Bradley on 01732 763289 or
07788 560818 or email contact@
brslandscapes.com

VA% A AT N Ky WL

4% ROBIN’S LOGS S

4 Robin’s Seasoned f
Logs for sale.

£90 per truck ;
load, with free '

) f lighting wood. g

73]
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¥ Greenacres

Borough Green Road, Ightham, Kent, TN 15 9JA.
T: 01732 884726

Ready for Easter planting!

Bedding plants, vegetable plants, soft fruit and
seeds

*  Fruit trees, shrubs, roses,
perennials and herbs

*  Compost, pots, fertilisers,

logs and charcoal

*  Gardening tools and
planting accessories

- Local produce, bread, cheeses, eggs and ice
cream

*  Treat yourself to a coffee available in farm shop
; *  We stock frozen meals and desserts

Open every day: 9am-5pm
E: sales@greenacresgardencentre.co.uk

3——(}00}{—- Uﬁa@a]@ud

- "L—%—




1ST IGHTHAM BEAVERS, CUBS AND SCOUTS
N A A
O o o
2 EAVERS] cubs Scouts

-y - .
Thursday evenings Monday evenings Friday evenings
&- 8 years old 8-10 % years old 10 % - 14 years old

All sections are open to both boys and girls and operate an admission
policy, please contact us as early as possible to have your child put on
the expression of interest list, as all sections are always very popular.

For any questions about Ightham Scouts generally, volunteering your
time to support us or for a young person wishing to join one of our
sections please email enquiries@ighthamscouts.org

rats... mice... bird control... squirrels... rabbits... wasps... hornets...
flies... moths... cockroaches... bedbugs... fleas... moles... ants

All Pests Covered  Satisfaction Guarantee ~ DBS Checked
ully Value for Money BPCA/RSPH
Fully Certified Electronic Fly Unit

DOMESTIC COMMERCIAL PEST PREVENTION CONTRACTS

Ciaran Payne 07368 605762 @PlaxtolPest F
info@plaxtolpest.co.uk www.plaxtolpest. Lt e
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Clock Care Ltd.

THE IGHTHAM CLUB

Sevenoaks Road (next to the Village Hall)

Fully Licensed Bar
with outside patio garden

Pool, Darts, Snooker

Quiz and Music nights. Antique Clock
Plenty of car parking Repairs & Restoration
John Mathieson

New Members/Guests welcome.

. . . Accredited MBHI
Feel free to just pop in for a drink West Dean/BADA Diploma
e e 2] Based in Tonbridge
Open from 7pm (except Mondays and
Saturdays). Available for private hire. Tel: 01732 359006
Contact Mark on 07517 548731 E: john@clockcare.co.uk
with any enquiries www.clockcare.co.uk

EST. 1991

Emall X tblrchltd@gmall.com

Tel - 01732 674317
Mob - 07789 797943

A local company for all your renovation
and property maintenance requirements
- 40 -




* Trustpilot

Gas * 0il * LPG

amsian Itd

Central Heating & Boiler Engineers

SR VAR . /ot e ool &

Service

01732 885882

GF Harris
Garden Maintenance

Small local company (based in
Platt) offering a reliable, friendly and
professional garden maintenance
service including one off, weekly,
fortnightly or ongoing visits.
Services include: Lawn Mowing,
Hedge Cutting, Planting, Pruning,
Leaf Clearance and much more!

Free Estimates - Fully Insured
Contact Grant: 07532340210

Email:
gfharrisgardening@gmail.com

reliable boiler engineer today,

just remember our name
for the day you do”

https://www.samsian.co.uk

L DB

John Ballantyne

Handyman

_ Lt 827 ¢ |

All DIY work for reasonable rates

Painting and Decorating,
Flat pack assembly,
Curtain poles, Blinds,
Mirrors and Pictures fitted,
Jet Washing,
Fencing.

General property maintenance
No job too small

Mobile: 07890 034846




Could you be a hero and share your skills?

There are lots of opportunities for you to make a difference
and support your local community.

* Green fingers? * Good with words or

ion?
Lend a hand, tidying up the design?

churchyard and supporting our local ~ YVe're looking for help with the

biodiversity. Parish Magazine - writing articles,
editing or graphic design, there are a

* Baking or tea-making variety of ways to involved.

skills? . )

We offer a warm welcome at our *  Digital skills?

Community Coffee Shop, after our You could help run powerpoint

Sunday morning services and at slides, press play for music during the

Breakfast@Church services, help with the website and

social media.

If you could be a hero and help, email Naomi on
churchwardens@ighthamchurch.org.uk

.‘ Website: v t/lﬂ eca

Social media:
TheEcoPantry.co.uk @ecopantryuk

Local Plastic-Free Refill Shop

food - toiletries - household

We are an independent plastic-free refill store on a mission to help you cut down single-use plastic waste.
Bring your containers & fill them with eco-friendly, organic & sustainable products.
Good for you, good for the environment.

AL W ! |Wo
\

Bring your own Fill them up As much or as little
containers & bottles as you like

Refill your: Open: Find us:

Cereals, nuts, seeds, pasta, Tuesday to Friday: 9-4 Chart Farm,
grains, baking, tea, coffee, Saturday: 9-3 Styants Bottom Road,
cleaning products, haircare, Sunday & Monday: CLOSED Seal Chart, Sevenoaks,
body care, skincare, TNI5 OES
chocolate & more.

Find out more at: www.TheEcoPantry.co.uk ortype The Eco Pantry’
into Google Maps




SAMARITANS WEST KENT AUTISM
PARENTS’ SUPPORT SOCIETY

Do something
you're proud of

As a Samaritans volunteer,
you'll help us be there for
people when it matters most.

For parents and carers of children and
young people with autism, ADHD or social
communication difficulties

With Claudia Goodman
Special Needs Teacher, ex SENCO and parent of son with ASD

Volunteer with us ®:

We will train, mentor and
support you all the way.

+ Contact with other parents who
Meet on the first Tuesday understand
of the month

9.30 - 11.45am
Share useful strategies and
St Peter’s Church Centre, information re contacts and local

Ightham, Sevenoaks resources
TN15 9JD Learn and gain knowledge about best

Gy R . trat d t
£2 donation, including Sirategies andmanagemen
refreshments

Feel less alone in a safe, welcoming
and non-judgemental setting

samaritans.org/volunteer

Problem-solve and find ways forward

+ Join us for talks, zooms and socials

Call 07388179760

Email sevenoaks.recruitmentd
samaritans.org

For further details/ A friendly
to register interest: welcome to all!
info@wkapps.org.uk

harity

ON CALL CARPETS

Your local company for reliable service & quality products at a price you can afford.

Supplers & Tnstallg
rs & Installers O«A C4Z l

Domestic and Commercial

Private Homes, New Buildings, v i

Offices, Medical Centres, |t s Qe

Dentists, Nursing Homes, Te: 01732 887

Shops, Let Properties. i
o

We Bring g,
8 Sam,
Zo o Ples

01732 886672

www.oncallcarpets.co.uk = sales@oncallcarpets.co.uk

Choose in the comfort of your home or office - Quality fitting service, fully insured
‘Call: ANDY to arran 10 obligation quotation ata time to suit you - day or evening w u




FROM THE ARCHIVE -

a ‘WI scrap book’ history of
Ightham

Ightham has a fascinating Parish
Archive co-created by David Williams
and Jean Stirk. Amongst the archive is
a 200 page ’scrap book’ of the history
of the village created by the Wl and
from which David and Jean drew
much for their book, ‘Ightham at the
Crossroads’. The Magazine is running
a series of ‘scrap book’ extracts,
creatively scanned and reproduced
by lan Gordon, which will provide an

138

‘Women'’s Institute

The Ightham Women's Institute Banner measures
21 x 29 inches. It was worked under the direction.

of M. Newberry, designed and embroidered by members,

of the W.L employing laid oriental, satin stitch, back

stitching and French knots. The idea was inaugurated

by M Best, hops sketched by M Brindley, nuts and

roses by Miss Mollie Evans Gordon, lettering sketched.

by M. Best, Miss Caine, M Durling, M W Durling Jun.,
Miss Evans-Gordon, the Misses Murphy, and Miss Vennell also
helped with embroidery. Backing, cords and tassels provided
and stitched, by M=. Newberry, Mr W. 8. Durling gave the pole.

intriguing, and often amusing, insight
into our village’s past.

Here’s our second extract, pages 138
and 145 with some fascinating W]
history. — with grateful thanks to lan
Gordon, David Williams and Jean Stirk
and of course Ightham WI.

140
NATIONALFEDERATION |
OFWOMENSINSTITUTES

CRAFT Jicedbrmsp.
NAME Cnina £ ban nl,
INSTITUTE
EXHIBITED AT THE
VICTORIA #n ALBERT
l MUSEUM-MAY1922

HANDICRAF

n exhibitions sta

patchwork,and rug making, the one for pa
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WEEKLY

8.30-11.00am

€very Thursday

St Giles’ Church
Shipbourpe '

gUPPORTIN

nd crafters

Farmers, artisans d

WHY PAY SERVICE PROVIDER
PRICES FOR INTERNAL
FAULT REPAIRS!

New Telephone & Broadband
Extensions and Improve BB
Gpeeds. Phone Sockets For

Sky TV.Cat5 Wiring.
Fault Finding, Rewiring
& Socket Repairs,
Internal & External Re-routing / Tidying
of Cables prior to Double glazing,

LOCAL

seasonal produce

Fully Insured. CRE Certificated.

Are you organising a
children's party? A talk?
A disco? A yoga class? A
wedding reception?

If so, why not think of using the
IGHTHAM VILLAGE HALL?

Hire charges are highly
competitive, and the space is
perfect for all kind of gatherings.
There is also ample and well-lit
parking.

For further information contact
Jenny Elliot

E: ighthamvillagehall@gmail.com
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IGHTHAM & DISTRICT
GARDENERS’ CLUB

INVITE YOU TO OUR APRIL MEETING
WE HAVE A TALK on

“DAHLIAS AND OTHER FLOWERS”
OUR SPEAKER IS BRYAN EVEREST
TUESDAY, 28TH APRIL 2026
At
IGHTHAM VILLAGE HALL, TNI5 9HA

for 7.00pm

Visitors very welcome

For further information contact - Dee Samways — 0779 900 2129
OR IghthamDGC@hotmail.com

- Home Visits
- Borough Green

- Sevenoaks

v :
, Anna Willans

\§'// Physiotherapy

Experienced and compassionate local
physiotherapist working to help you get back on track.

1 anna@annawillansphysiotherapy.co.uk
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DIRECTORY

St Peter’s Church
Rector
Church Warden

Parish Office
(Mon/Tue/Thur/Fri 9am-1pm)
Licensed Lay Minister

Lay Readers

Hon. Treas/Gift Aid Sec.
Safeguarding Officer
PCC Secretary

Church Flowers

St Peter's Choir & Music
Bell Ringing

Coffee Shop

Men’s Breakfast

Qasis

Parent & Toddlers
Prayer Group

Ightham Magazine
Editorial

Advertising
Subscriptions/Distribution

Parish in Vacancy

Naomi Webster T: 07421 832919.
E: churchwardens@ighthamchurch.org.uk
Administrator T: 07940 547310
E: admin@ighthamchurch.org.uk

John Webster T: 884819
Michelle Lawson T: 01634 240598
Bryan Harris (honorary) T: 07733 228048
Max Robinson T: 885966

Finley Lawson T: 01634 240598
Sarah Reid

E: pcesecretary@ighthamchurch.org.uk

Judy Debenham T: 882640

Carol Kennedy T: 884764

Judith Robinson T: 0788 0507066
Jenny Webster T: 884819

John Webster T: 884819
Bridget Kelsey M: 07789 692967
E: oasis@ighthamchurch.org.uk

Kirsty Mitcham T: 885072

John Webster T: 884819

Penny Cracknell T:07811 066253

E: stpetersadverts@btinternet.com
E: magazine@ighthamchurch.org.uk

Community Groups & Events

Autism Parents Support Soc.
Ightham Club
Ightham Gardeners’ Club

Ightham School
Ightham Village Hall
Ightham Scouts Group

Claudia Goodman T: 07773 599543
Mark Brenta T: 882104
Pippa Coulthard T:883041.
Dee Samways T:07799 002 129
Sue Earl, Headteacher T: 882405

E: ighthamvillagehall@gmail.com
E: enquiries@ighthamscouts.org

Beavers, Cubs, Explorers & Scouts

Ightham WI

PCSO

Sports
Badminton Club
Cricket Club

Football Club
Tennis Club

Helen Johnson
E: happyflowersgs@live.co.uk

PC Dylan McElligott T: 101l (non emergencies)
Nick Dennis T: 882078

Geoff Preston T: 01474 812594

Tom Bentall T: 07712 566772

Martyn Reardon T: 07725 896 886

Max Robinson T: 885966
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=%

National
Trust

Come and join our

adventures

at Ightham Mote

% Sat 21 Mar - Sun 19 Apr

Find out more at
nationaltrust.org.uk/ighthammote




