20260308 John 4.5-42 Are you thirsty? 
Last Sunday Matt asked us the question that he’s been asked, what kind of Christian are you?
The reading was the meeting of Jesus and Nicodemus and the conversation they had. 
Anybody remember what time of day they met? 
They met at night. 
2 men, and both are of a similar status, one as a leader, one as a teacher. 
Who is Jesus having a conversation with today? 
A woman. 
Is she of a similar status to Jesus? 
No, because she is a woman. And, she is not Jewish, she’s a Samaritan and for the Jewish community, the Samaritans had not got the practices of faith correct. So they weren’t doing it right. 
When is this taking place? 
The hottest time of the day!
So can you remember last year, how scorching hot it was, what would I need if I was going out in the bright, hot sunshine? 
A hat, scarf, both to protect my skin from burning. I’d put suncream on, again to protect my skin. 
And I’d need water. I’d take a water bottle with me. Now, that’s pretty easy because I can fill my bottle from the tap. 
Back in Jesus’ time, they needed to collect the water themselves.
Bucket
You have no bucket. 
Who would I not share my bucket with? People I disagree with? Christians I disagree with? 
Jesus is perfectly happy to give the living water to this woman with all her life baggage that’s got in the way of being part of her community, Jesus sees no barrier, nothing at all that gets in the way. He freely gives it. Freely!
Hang on….Jesus says, God is spirit and those who worship him must worship in spirit and truth. 
There is an image of heaven.
It is green lush grass, you step out onto the green grass, barefoot, it feels cool and soft. You take some steps, ooh, just lovely.
Then you see someone else step off the bus. 
And you remember them. Oh, she was an awful woman, what is she doing here? 
And as you think these thoughts, the grass changes, it starts to harden up, it’s spiky and now, you can’t walk on it anymore, it hurts! That’s not fair! And the woman, she’s walking…she’s walking on soft grass, happy and contented. 
Like Matt asked last week, what kind of Christian are you? 
We are so good at putting up barriers. Jesus isn’t having any of that. 
What are we thirsty for? 
The woman Jesus met was transformed, she went back straight away to tell the people all about this encounter with Jesus. 
She had a thirst to share her testimony. Even though she was the least likely evangelist.
This encounter started, in the noonday heat, at the well. 
Jesus was thirsty. And he stayed with these people for two more days.
God is thirsty for us. He longs to be with us. Every one of us. 
So what kind of Christian are we? The ones with the barriers and stumbling blocks, the one’s who see people not doing things right, we don’t want to share our bucket, remember that sharp, painful grass, or the ones who want to drink and share the living water and know that God is giving other people this living water too. 
It’s Lent folks, it is the time to be really looking and questioning ourselves, what kind of Christian am I. 
Remember how parched, dry and crunchy the grass became last summer because it had no rain? 
Each one of us needs to drink the living water every day, just like we need actual water every day, otherwise we dry up. 











So what kind of Christian are you? Jesus saw no barriers for this woman. Whereas, we a really good at stumbling blocks and barriers. 
We can be irritated to appalled by other people. Things that annoy us, it could be gender, status, their education, the way they dress, they have tattoos, they look different to us. 
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