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BIBLE REFERENCES

People used leaves to welcome Jesus

Matthew 2 v1-11
As Jesus and the disciples approached Jerusalem, they came to the town of Bethphage on 
the Mount of Olives. Jesus sent two of them on ahead.  “Go into the village over there,” he 
said.  “As soon as you enter it, you will see a donkey tied there, with its colt beside it.  Untie 
them and bring them to me. If anyone asks what you are doing, just say, ‘The Lord needs 
them,’ and he will immediately let you take them.”
This took place to fulfill the prophecy that said,

“Tell the people of Jerusalem,‘Look, your King is coming to you.  He is 
humble, riding on a donkey - riding on a donkey’s colt.”

The two disciples did as Jesus commanded. They brought the donkey and the colt to him 
and threw their garments over the colt, and he sat on it.

Most of the crowd spread their garments on the road ahead of him, and others cut branches 
from the trees and spread them on the road.  Jesus was in the centre of the procession, and 
the people all around him were shouting, 
 “Praise God for the Son of David!  Blessings on the one who comes in the
 name of the LORD! Praise God in highest heaven!”

The entire city of Jerusalem was in an uproar as he entered.  “Who is this?” they asked and 
the crowds replied, “It’s Jesus, the prophet from Nazareth in Galilee.”

Jesus turns the tables

Matthew 21 v12-13
Jesus entered the Temple and began to drive out all the people buying and selling animals 
for sacrifice. He knocked over the tables of the money changers and the chairs of those 
selling doves. He said to them, “The Scriptures declare, ‘My Temple will be called a house 
of prayer,’ but you have turned it into a den of thieves!”



The gift of expensive perfume

Matthew 26 v6-13
Meanwhile, Jesus was in Bethany at the home of Simon, a man who had previously had 
leprosy.  While he was eating, a woman came in with a beautiful alabaster jar of expensive 
perfume and poured it over his head.

The disciples were indignant when they saw this. “What a waste!” they said. “It could have 
been sold for a high price and the money given to the poor.”

But Jesus, aware of this, replied, “Why criticise this woman for doing such a good thing to 
me  You will always have the poor among you, but you will not always have me. She has 
poured this perfume on me to prepare my body for burial.  I tell you the truth, wherever the 
Good News is preached throughout the world, this woman’s deed will be remembered and 
discussed.”

The story of the fig tree

Matthew 24 v3, 32-35
Later, Jesus sat on the Mount of Olives. His disciples came to him privately and said, “Tell 
us, when will all this happen? What sign will signal your return and the end of the world?

Jesus talked about different things that would happen and then said, 
“Now learn a lesson from the fig tree. When its branches bud and its leaves begin to sprout, 
you know that summer is near.  In the same way, when you see all these things, you can 
know the Son of Man’s return is very near, right at the door.  I tell you the truth, this 
generation will not pass from the scene until all these things take place.  Heaven and earth 
will disappear, but my words will never disappear. 

30 Shiny silver coins

Matthew 26 v14-16
Then Judas Iscariot, one of the twelve disciples, went to the leading priests and asked, “How 
much will you pay me to betray Jesus to you?” And they gave him thirty pieces of silver.  
From that time on, Judas began looking for an opportunity to betray Jesus. 



Jesus washes his friends’ feet

John 13 v3-17
Jesus knew that the Father had given him authority over everything and that he had come 
from God and would return to God. So he got up from the table, took off his robe, wrapped 
a towel around his waist, and poured water into a basin. Then he began to wash the 
disciples’ feet, drying them with the towel he had around him.

When Jesus came to Simon Peter, Peter said to him, “Lord, are you going to wash my feet?”

Jesus replied, “You don’t understand now what I am doing, but someday you will.”

“No,” Peter protested, “you will never ever wash my feet!”

Jesus replied, “Unless I wash you, you won’t belong to me.”

Simon Peter exclaimed, “Then wash my hands and head as well, Lord, not just my feet!”

Jesus replied, “A person who has bathed all over does not need to wash, except for the feet, 
to be entirely clean. And you disciples are clean, but not all of you.”  For Jesus knew who 
would betray him. That is what he meant when he said, “Not all of you are clean.”

After washing their feet, he put on his robe again and sat down and asked, “Do you 
understand what I was doing?  You call me ‘Teacher’ and ‘Lord,’ and you are right, because 
that’s what I am. And since I, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you ought to 
wash each other’s feet.  I have given you an example to follow. Do as I have done to you. I 
tell you the truth, slaves are not greater than their master. Nor is the messenger more 
important than the one who sends the message. Now that you know these things, God will 
bless you for doing them.

The crowing cockerel

Matthew 26 v 69-75
Meanwhile, Peter was sitting outside in the courtyard. A servant girl came over and said to 
him, “You were one of those with Jesus the Galilean.”  But Peter denied it in front of 
everyone. “I don’t know what you’re talking about,” he said.

Later, out by the gate, another servant girl noticed him and said to those standing around, 
“This man was with Jesus of Nazareth.”  Again Peter denied it, this time with an oath. “I 
don’t even know the man,” he said.

A little later some of the other bystanders came over to Peter and said, “You must be one of 
them; we can tell by your Galilean accent.”  Peter swore, “A curse on me if I’m lying—I 
don’t know the man!” And immediately the cockerel crowed.  Suddenly, Jesus’ words 
flashed through Peter’s mind: “Before the cockerel crows, you will deny three times that 
you even know me.” And he went away, weeping bitterly.



The saddest day

John 19 v25-27
Standing near the cross were Jesus’ mother, and his mother’s sister, Mary (the wife of 
Clopas), and Mary Magdalene.  When Jesus saw his mother standing there beside the 
disciple he loved, he said to her, “Dear woman, here is your son.” And he said to this 
disciple, “Here is your mother.” And from then on this disciple took her into his home.

Is this the end?

John 19 v40-42
Following Jewish burial custom, they wrapped Jesus’ body with the spices in long sheets of 
linen cloth.  The place of crucifixion was near a garden, where there was a new tomb, never 
used before.  And so, because it was the day of preparation for the Jewish Passover and 
since the tomb was close at hand, they laid Jesus there.

The best day, Alleluia

John 20 v11-18
Mary was standing outside the tomb crying, and as she wept, she stooped and looked in.  
She saw two white-robed angels, one sitting at the head and the other at the foot of the place 
where the body of Jesus had been lying.  “Dear woman, why are you crying?” the angels 
asked her.  “Because they have taken away my Lord,” she replied, “and I don’t know where 
they have put him.”

She turned to leave and saw someone standing there. It was Jesus, but she didn’t recognize 
him.  “Dear woman, why are you crying?” Jesus asked her. “Who are you looking for?” She 
thought he was the gardener. “Sir,” she said, “if you have taken him away, tell me where 
you have put him, and I will go and get him.”

“Mary!” Jesus said. She turned to him and cried out, “Rabboni!” (which is Hebrew for 
“Teacher”).

“Don’t cling to me,” Jesus said, “for I haven’t yet ascended to the Father. But go find my 
brothers and tell them, ‘I am ascending to my Father and your Father, to my God and your 
God.’”

Mary Magdalene found the disciples and told them, “I have seen the Lord!” Then she gave 
them his message.
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