Services Next Week: 22nd March

9.00am Morning Praise Service at St. Mary’s
10.30am Sung Eucharist at Christ Church

Contact Details: Revd Liz: 07305 623160 vicar@christchurch-stmarys-frome.co.uk

Benefice of Christ Church and St Mary’s, Frome
Diocese of Bath and Wells

Sunday 15th March
Fourth Sunday of Lent

Collect

Merciful Lord, absolve your people from their offences, that
through your bountiful goodness we may all be delivered from
the chains of those sins which by our frailty we have committed;
grant this, heavenly Father, for Jesus Christ’s sake, our blessed
Lord and Saviour, who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity
of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.

First Reading: 1 Samuel 16. 1-13

The Lord said to Samuel, *How long will you grieve over Saul? I
have rejected him from being king over Israel. Fill your horn
with oil and set out; I will send you to Jesse the Bethlehemite,
for I have provided for myself a king among his sons.’

Samuel said, ‘How can I go? If Saul hears of it, he will kill me.’
And the Lord said, ‘Take a heifer with you, and say, “I have
come to sacrifice to the Lord .” Invite Jesse to the sacrifice, and
I will show you what you shall do; and you shall anoint for me
the one whom I name to you.’

Samuel did what the Lord commanded, and came to
Bethlehem. The elders of the city came to meet him trembling,
and said, ‘Do you come peaceably?’

He said, ‘Peaceably; I have come to sacrifice to the Lord ;
sanctify yourselves and come with me to the sacrifice.” And he
sanctified Jesse and his sons and invited them to the sacrifice.



When they came, he looked on Eliab and thought, ‘Surely the
Lord ‘s anointed is now before the Lord .’

But the Lord said to Samuel, ‘Do not look on his appearance or
on the height of his stature, because I have rejected him; for
the Lord does not see as mortals see; they look on the outward
appearance, but the Lord looks on the heart.” Then Jesse called
Abinadab, and made him pass before Samuel. He said, ‘Neither
has the Lord chosen this one.” Then Jesse made Shammah pass
by. And he said, ‘Neither has the Lord chosen this one.’ Jesse
made seven of his sons pass before Samuel, and Samuel said to
Jesse, 'The Lord has not chosen any of these.” Samuel said to
Jesse, ‘Are all your sons here?’ And he said, ‘There remains yet
the youngest, but he is keeping the sheep.” And Samuel said to
Jesse, 'Send and bring him; for we will not sit down until he
comes here.’

He sent and brought him in. Now he was ruddy, and had
beautiful eyes, and was handsome. The Lord said, ‘Rise and
anoint him; for this is the one.” Then Samuel took the horn of
oil, and anointed him in the presence of his brothers; and the
spirit of the Lord came mightily upon David from that day
forward. Samuel then set out and went to Ramah.

Second Reading: Ephesians 5.8-14

For once you were darkness, but now in the Lord you are light.
Live as children of light- for the fruit of the light is found in all
that is good and right and true. Try to find out what is pleasing
to the Lord. Take no part in the unfruitful works of darkness, but
instead expose them. For it is shameful even to mention what
such people do secretly; but everything exposed by the light
becomes visible, for everything that becomes visible is light.
Therefore it says, ‘Sleeper, awake! Rise from the dead, and
Christ will shine on you.’

Soup lunch provided. Please let Revd Liz know if you are
planning to come so that you can be part of the weather check
later in the week.

Marys House contemplative prayers on Tuesday evening
now begins at 6.30pm with a simple meal. This is followed by a
time of contemplation guided by a piece of scripture, music,
writing. We spend 20 minutes in silence and then a time of
dialogue/focussed conversation. Why not come and give it a
try. If you can’t come for the meal, it is fine to arrive for 7pm.
All are welcome.

Contemplating Holy week is a short service on Wednesday 25
at 7pm in the Lady Chapel at Christ Church. using words,
music and silence we reflect on the days before Easter. All are
welcome

The week ahead

Mon 16t 11.00am Funeral for Peter Ives at Great EIm
2.00pm Christ Church Future Meeting
7.00pm Christ Church Finance at the Vicarage
Tues 17t 2.30pm Open the Book Planning venue tbc
6.30pm Mary’s House Contemplative Prayers at
St. Mary’s Hall
Wed 18" 10.00am Holy Communion at St. Mary’s
Thurs12t 4.30pm Prayers for Care Home Ministry
Rosetti House
Fri 20t 4.00pm Scallop Shells Choir at Christ Church
5.15pm Choir Practice at Christ Church
Sat 21t 10.00am Coffee Morning at St. Mary’s
Sun 22" 12.30pm Gardening at Marys House Garden



Unfortunately, the Annual Meeting that was due to happen on
March 215t will not now take place. This is because the
accounts from Christ Church are not yet ready to be examined
due to unexpected complexities in moving to a new system.
This is understandably disappointing and apologies to those
who might have put off more exciting plans for that day.

Diary constraints and external hall bookings make it impossible
to have a joint meeting on a Saturday. This too is extremely
disappointing.

St. Mary’s APCM will now be on Sunday April 19t and
Christ Church APCM will now be on Sunday May 10t"
Both meetings will follow the respective 10.30 service.

Both churches are looking for people to join the Church Council
(PCC).

Christ Church is needing someone to join the finance team.

St. Mary’s are looking for new churchwardens and a PCC
secretary.

If you are interested please chat to Revd Liz or any of the
churchwardens.

Tonight at Holy Trinity at 6.30pm Frome Deanery is hosting a
Riding Lights production. Riding Lights is a nationally acclaimed
Christian theatre group and they are presenting Night Falls
which is a modern passion play.. the story of Jesus final days
told through the eyes of Lazarus and Jairus’ daughter. A great
opportunity to view the events of Holy week from a different
perspective and also to support the work of Frome Deanery.
Tickets are still available or pay on the door.

Coffee morning at St. Mary’s on Saturday 21t 10-12 raising
funds to resurface the car park. Everyone welcome.

Weather permitting there will be another Marys House
Community garden session on Sunday 22" from 12.30pm.

Gospel Reading: John 9

As Jesus walked along, he saw a man blind from birth. His
disciples asked him, ‘Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his
parents, that he was born blind?’

Jesus answered, ‘Neither this man nor his parents sinned; he
was born blind so that God’s works might be revealed in him.

We must work the works of him who sent me while it is day;
night is coming when no one can work. As long as I am in the
world, I am the light of the world.’

When he had said this, he spat on the ground and made mud
with the saliva and spread the mud on the man’s eyes, saying to
him, ‘Go, wash in the pool of Siloam’ (which means Sent). Then
he went and washed and came back able to see.

The neighbours and those who had seen him before as a beggar
began to ask, ‘Is this not the man who used to sit and beg?’

Some were saying, ‘It is he.” Others were saying, ‘No, but it is
someone like him.” He kept saying, ‘I am the man.’

But they kept asking him, ‘Then how were your eyes opened?’

He answered, ‘The man called Jesus made mud, spread it on my
eyes, and said to me, “"Go to Siloam and wash.” Then I went
and washed and received my sight.’

They said to him, ‘Where is he?’ He said, ‘I do not know.’

They brought to the Pharisees the man who had formerly been

blind. Now it was a sabbath day when Jesus made the mud and
opened his eyes. Then the Pharisees also began to ask him how
he had received his sight. He said to them, ‘He put mud on my

eyes. Then I washed, and now I see.’

Some of the Pharisees said, ‘This man is not from God, for he
does not observe the sabbath.’ But others said, ‘How can a man
who is a sinner perform such signs?’ And they were divided.



So they said again to the blind man, ‘What do you say about
him? It was your eyes he opened.’ He said, ‘He is a prophet.’
The Jews did not believe that he had been blind and had
received his sight until they called the parents of the man who
had received his sight and asked them, ‘Is this your son, who
you say was born blind? How then does he now see?’

His parents answered, ‘We know that this is our son, and that
he was born blind; but we do not know how it is that now he
sees, nor do we know who opened his eyes. Ask him; he is of
age. He will speak for himself.’

His parents said this because they were afraid of the Jews; for
the Jews had already agreed that anyone who confessed Jesus
to be the Messiah would be put out of the synagogue. Therefore
his parents said, ‘He is of age; ask him.’

So for the second time they called the man who had been blind,
and they said to him, ‘Give glory to God! We know that this man
is a sinner.” He answered, ‘I do not know whether he is a sinner.
One thing I do know, that though I was blind, now I see.’

They said to him, ‘What did he do to you? How did he open your
eyes?’ He answered them, ‘I have told you already, and you
would not listen. Why do you want to hear it again? Do you also
want to become his disciples?’

Then they reviled him, saying, ‘You are his disciple, but we are
disciples of Moses. We know that God has spoken to Moses, but
as for this man, we do not know where he comes from.’ The
man answered, ‘Here is an astonishing thing! You do not know
where he comes from, and yet he opened my eyes. We know
that God does not listen to sinners, but he does listen to one
who worships him and obeys his will. Never since the world
began has it been heard that anyone opened the eyes of a
person born blind. If this man were not from God, he could do
nothing.’

They answered him, ‘*You were born entirely in sins, and are you
trying to teach us?’ And they drove him out.

Jesus heard that they had driven him out, and when he found
him, he said, ‘Do you believe in the Son of Man?’ He answered,
‘And who is he, sir? Tell me, so that I may believe in him.’

Jesus said to him, ‘You have seen him, and the one speaking
with you is he.’

He said, ‘Lord, I believe.” And he worshipped him.

Jesus said, ‘I came into this world for judgement so that those
who do not see may see, and those who do see may become
blind.’

Some of the Pharisees near him heard this and said to him,
‘Surely we are not blind, are we?’ Jesus said to them, ‘If you
were blind, you would not have sin. But now that you say, “"We
see”, your sin remains.

Post Communion Prayer

Lord God, whose blessed Son our Saviour gave his back to the
smiters and did not hide his face from shame: give us grace to
endure the sufferings of this present time with sure confidence
in the glory that shall be revealed; through Jesus Christ our
Lord.

Prayers for those in need: David Fielden, Yvonne Stewart,
Aisling, Jane, Wai Ping, Marri Carmichael, Janet Dudley, Jean
Gill

RIP: Peter Ives, Pauline Forrester, Jean Norman

Years Mind for March: Elizabeth John, Nora Mitchell, Noreen
Spall, Marlen Veale, Jonathan Burgess, Julie Bunce, David
Plaskitt, Lily Harrill, Sheila Ball, Garth Burrows, June Lamb,
Gordon Jones-Williams, Carole Tassell, Charles Coke,

Donald Norman



