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From the vicar

The lighting of the Paschal candle at the beginning of the Easter ceremonies is a powerful sign of the resurrection
of Christ, reminding us that the light of Christ has come into the world and that it can never be extinguished. In the
darker corners of our lives and in the darker corners of the world that is a truth which needs to be known and
accepted. Despite all that human beings can do to themselves and each other, nothing can comprehend the victory
of God. That is true whether we define ‘comprehend’ in the sense of ‘understand’ or ‘overcome’. Translations vary.

‘And the light shineth in darkness; and the darkness comprehended it not’ (John 1:5).
The light reminds us once again of the victory of God in Christ Jesus, the eternal high priest. As the light spreads

through the building we are reminded that we are the people of God, called by his name. Once the Paschal candle is
set in its place, the Exsultet or Easter Proclamation is said or sung.

// This is a reminder of two things. First, that our prime duty is to offer praise to God and
secondly, that our salvation has been wrought in time and space. Salvation is not a concept,
i Q- T an abstract idea for the religiously minded or the philosophically curious, but the effect of
\ God’s dealings with his people. These acts of salvation are discovered in the story of God’s
x work, which is the story of salvation.

s In the Exsultet (and following it in the Vigil) we are reminded once again of God’s many
| deeds and in particular that the new Passover has taken place, modelled on the old, but more
_ glorious still. Whereas God’s ancient people were delivered from the hands of the Egyptians
through the waters of the Red Sea, so the children of the New Covenant are redeemed by the
Cross and incorporated into it through the waters of Baptism.

God’s people are lifted out of the water for authentic life. In effect this means a change in the
quality of life. The Christian life is one characterised by thankfulness for all that God has
done, by the praise of God and by an overwhelming sense of joy. This is what it means to be
an Easter people. The Song of Moses gives place to the Song of the Lamb.

‘Rejoice now, all ye heavenly legions of Angels: all high things that pass understanding: for the King cometh with
victory, let the trumpet proclaim salvation.’

Wishing you a joyous Easter and the blessings of the risen Lord. May the light of Christ shine in your lives and
wherever there is darkness in the world.

PRAYER FOCUS
Please continue to pray for an end to conflict in the Holy Land, Iran, Ukraine and in all countries beset by violence.
Remember the faithful suffering persecution and all those whose freedom is diminished.




From the diary...

Usual Sunday services: 8.00am Holy Communion; 9.30am Parish Mass

Friday 27" March, 7.00pm

Saturday 28" March, 7.00pm

Sunday 29™ March

Monday 30" March, 12 noon

Tuesday 31* March, 10.00am
8.00pm

Wednesday 1* April, 10.00am

Maundy Thursday 8.00pm

Good Friday 12 noon
2.00pm

Holy Saturday 8.30am
7.00pm

Easter Day 8.00am
9.30am

Tuesday 7™ April, 10.00am
Wednesday 8" April, 10.00am
Friday 10" April, 7.00pm
Sunday 12" April

Mass

Darts Evening at the Three Crowns
Palm Sunday

Chrism Mass at Chelmsford Cathedral
Mass (Tuesday in Holy Week)
Stations of the Cross

Mass (Wednesday in Holy Week)

Easter Triduum

Maundy Mass and Vigil

Devotions, ‘Tools of the Trade’
Liturgy of the Passion

Morning Prayer and Litany
Easter Liturgy

Mass
Parish Mass

Mass (Tuesday in Easter Week)
Mass (Wednesday in Easter Week)
Mass (Friday in Easter Week)
First Sunday after Easter

In addition to services at 8am and 9.30am: Family Service at 11.15am.

No midweek services

Sunday 19" April

Wednesday 22™ April, 10.00am
Thursday 23" April, 10.00am
Friday 24" April, 7.00pm
Sunday 26™ April

Wednesday 29™ April, 10.00am

Second Sunday after Easter
Mass

Mass (St. George, Martyr)
Mass (St. Mark, Evangelist)
Third Sunday after Easter
Mass

The Feast of St. Catherine of Siena

Wednesday 29™ April, 8.00pm

Celebrant: the Bishop of Richborough

Friday 1* May, 7.00pm
Sunday 3" May

Contact details:

Mass (SS. Philip and James, Apostles)
Fourth Sunday after Easter

Vicar: Fr. Andrew Burton SSC, a priest of the Society. (020 8950 1424). Usual day off Monday.
Churchwardens: Mr. Simon Farley (020 8950 4073) and Mr. Tony Quinn (07786 332654)
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