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Parish Announcements

Update

Church Service at Streatley — Sunday at 9.30 am
Church Service at Parish Centre — Sunday at 11.15 am

Parish Centre Service — Wednesday 10.15 am

Private prayer — by arrangement only




Dear Friends March 2026

This is not a letter ‘from the vicarage’ and until the vicarage is once again occupied by our
priest, your monthly letter will be from different people.

Whilst the search for a new minister doesn’t officially start until the Vacancy Meeting on
12th March with Bishop Richard and Archdeacon Dave, the churchwardens have been
working hard arranging the farewell party for Nigel, contacting ministers to take our
services at both the Church and Parish Centre, reviewing and retyping obvious changes
to the Parish profile, bringing the Church Near You up to date, and making sure nothing
slips through the cracks.

Everyone is welcome at the Vacancy Meeting which starts at 7:30 pm in the Parish Centre.
Those present will be asked to provide their ideas, thoughts, and opinions on our
strengths, weaknesses, opportunities, challenges, and our vision. These will be used to
update the Parish profile. Also to be discussed will be the kind of minister we will be looking
for. This meeting is where you can have your input in the process. Keech Hospice will also
be asked for their input.

From this point on two elected representatives will handle the interests of the Parish.

An advertisement will be posted on the Diocese website, Pathways (Church of England)
and the Church Times. There is already notice on the Diocese website that a vacancy is
coming up for a priest and chaplain in Streatley. After the closing date for applications, a
shortlisting meeting happens then interviews take place. Both these meetings are
attended by the Archdeacon, Bishop, Area/Rural Dean, and the Parish Reps.

A tentative timetable has been suggested by the Archdeacon’s office which is fairly tight
but we will all work quickly to meet the deadlines and have a new minister in place as early
as possible.

Thank you to those that have taken on additional responsibility during this time. In the
absence of the Vicar, the Churchwardens assume legal responsibility for the Parish so
your support is hugely appreciated.

In the meanwhile, pray God sends us the right person quickly.

With very best wishes

Julia and Wendy



Q& Margarat s
Church, Odtreatloy

oSfrom the (Regisiers

Christenings
Felicity Jane Grace Morgan - 8" February

Interment of Ashes
Shirley Weedon - 23™ January

Funeral
Owen Owers - 6t February

Tower Light Sponsorship

To celebrate or commemorate a special occasion, please contact Pam Hooker by 1st of the previous
month, via email Pam.norm1@gmail.com Sponsorship £5 per week.

Altar Sponsorship

Would you like to sponsor flowers for the Altar pedestal to celebrate a special occasion such as a birthday, wedding,
anniversary, christening, or any other celebration or may be in memory of a loved one? There is a record of
sponsorship in a book on the chest in the Cross Aisle in Church and as a token of thanks you will receive a
commemorative card with a photograph.  If you are interested, please contact Brenda on 01582 575 620 who will
be happy to discuss your needs.
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CHURCH CALENDAR
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The Services at St Margaret’s - Are you on Duty?

1st March 09.30 Parish Communion
Lent 2 Reader Maureen Ingram
Sidesperson | Neil Grainger
Intercessions | Linda Stephenson
Coffee Pat Wren, Jean Kain
8th March 09.30 Parish Communion
Lent 3 Reader Val Blewitt
Sidesperson | Carol Hodges
Intercessions | Paul Ingram
Coffee Brenda Daniells
15t March 09.30 Parish Communion
Mothering Sunday Reader Teresa Dales
Sidesperson | Tony Bains
Intercessions | Teresa Dales
Cleaning Maureen & Paul Ingram
22d March 09.30 Parish Communion
Lent 5 Reader Linda Stephenson
Sidesperson | Rod Giles
Intercession Linda Stephenson
Coffee Judy Seymour, Maureen Ingram
29t March 09.30 Parish Communion
Palm Sunday Reader Pat Wren
Sidesperson | Ray Harrison
Intercessions | Paul Ingram
Coffee Carol Hodges, Wendy Dyer

Laundry

Val Grainger
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First “A Little Bit O’This...” then “And
A Little Bit More”; and now a collection
of thoughts entirely of a spritual
theme - Just “Him and Me..” is now
available!

/

All books can be ordered on Amazon!

Alternatively, contact AngieD (text on
07882 123 993) who may have copies
of all three for sale! (Price - £7 each).



Hymns of the Month: March

Be Thou my vision
Lord of all hopefulness

March 17% is celebrated as St Patrick’s Day. Two of our popular hymns have an
Irish connection and both are sung to the tune “Slane”.

Slane is a picturesque village in Ireland where St Patrick lit the first Paschal fire,
which symbolised “light over darkness” - an Easter tradition. St Patrick made a

vital contribution to the spread of Christianity over Paganism.

Be Thou my vision (tune: Slane)

The original version was written in the eighth century. The wise saying of
Solomon “Where there is no vision, people perish” is the core of this hymn.
(Proverbs 29v.18.)

Lord of all hopefulness

is also sung to the tune Slane. The words were by the English writer Jan Struther
and describe an ordinary day of trusting God to be with us throughout the day.

“Be there at our sleeping and give us we pray,
Your peace in our hearts Lord at the end of the day”

So as we approach St Patrick’s Day, in the words of the Irish blessing,
“May God hold you in the palm of His hand.”

Barbara Donaldson



St argaret’s |
Streatley

CHURCH CHRISMAS
POST BOX
DECEMBER 2025

With grateful thanks to our church members
who generously donated £140.50p in lieu of

postage from the exchange of Christmas
cards this year.

The money raised has been sent to support
the work of the Children's Section ofp the
Keech Hospice Care.

Thank you for your support.
Richard

St Margaret’s Church,
Streatley Parish Centre
Lucas Gardens

LU3 4BG
07500 537 758
Rooms for Hire
Main Hall Kitchen Committee Room
Monday to Friday At all times At all times
Saturdays up to 6 pm £5.00 per booking £9.00 per hour

£18.00 per hour




MARTIN SMITH COMMERCIAL MOTORS

Always a selection of used commercial
vehicles for sale

Part Exchange and Finance arranged

www.martinsmithcommercials.co.uk

Martin Smith Commercial Motors
Used Commercial Vehicle Centre
1997203 Leagrave Road
Luton

Bedfordshire

LU3 1RJ

Tel: 01582 57 44 55
Fax: 01582 49 08 58
Email: smithcommercials@btconnect.com
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Date: 24" December 2025

Dear Friends,

We are writing to express our heartfelt gratitude for your incredible support during this year’s
Christmas Present Appeal. This is a special initiative that brings the community together to ensure
every child experiences the beauty and hope of Christmas, no matter their circumstances. Each
year, we collect donations of new, unwrapped toys and gifts, and distribute them out to families to
receive on Christmas day in the hope that they will know something of their value as members of our

community.

Thanks to your overwhelming support and generosity, we were able to bring joy and hope to 1200
children in our community this year, delivering approximately 5,000 gifts to families in need this
holiday season.

Due to your kindness and effort, we ensured that no child was forgotten, and every family felt cared
for during this often-challenging time. Each smile, laugh and moment of happiness was made

possible because of your support.
On behalf of everyone here at The Salvation Army in Luton, and the families whose Christmases were
made brighter because of you, thank you from the bottom of our hearts. We truly value you and look

forward to working with you again in the future to continue making a difference in our community.

Wishing you and your loved ones a joyful and peaceful Christmas season and a very Happy New Year.

With every blessing,

Captains Josh & Vikki Herbert
Corps Officers
Luton Corps

From the Editor

Apologies for the late appearance of your March Proclamation.

We were waiting for the lovely photos from the glorious
occasion held on 15 February to say goodbye to Nigel.

11




ROYAL BRITISH LECION
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After many years of sponsoring the
Christmas tree, the current donor has
decided to step back. Anyone interested in
taking this over please speak to Julia or
Wendy.
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FOR ALL YOUR INTERIOR AND EXTERIOR

GLASS, GLAZING, DOUBLE GLAZING, MIRRORS,

WINDOW AND DOOR REPLACEMENTS

J. SAPSWORTH Ltd

Glazing & Decorating Services

IFENSA GGF

[ TRUST 4‘
e MARK Chamber

part of InterBusiness Group

Registered through:

Glass and Glazing
Federation

94 MARSH ROAD, LUTON, LU3 2NL

TEL: 01582 597 505 / 573 025
FAX: 01582 492 025

Established 40 Years

13



CROSSWORD
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Across

1 Arouse (Song of Songs 2:7) (6)

4 Extinguish (Isaiah 1:31) (6)

8 “They — — ,” you will say, “but I’'m not hurt!”’ (Proverbs 23:35) (3,2)

9 Unhappiness (Nehemiah 2:2) (7)

10  Jewish (7)

11  Dirge (anag.) (5)

12 ‘Atruthful witness gives honest — , but a false witness tells lies’ (Proverbs 12:17)
(9)

17  Paul quoted from the second one in his address in the synagogue at Pisidian
Antioch (Acts 13:33) (5)

19 ‘Do not use your freedom to — the sinful nature’ (Galatians 5:13) (7)

14



21  ‘Asyou can see, he has done nothing to — death’ (Luke 23:15) (7)
22 Name applied by Isaiah to Jerusalem (Isaiah 29:1) (5)

23 ‘All the people — — one man, saying, “None of us will go home”’ (Judges 20:8)
(4,2)

24 Lazarus, who was carried by angels to Abraham’s side when he died, was one (Luke
16:20) (6)

Down

1 Appalled (Job 26:11) (6)

2 ‘In an — to escape from the ship, the sailors let the lifeboat down into the sea’

(Acts 27:30) (7)
3 Expel (Acts 18:16) (5)

5 ‘But | have a baptism to — , and how distressed | am until it is completed!” (Luke
12:50) (7)

6 ‘Of the increase of his government and peace there will be — —’ (Isaiah 9:7) (2,3)

7 Hurry (Psalm 119:60) (6)

9 ‘For | desire mercy, not — , and acknowledgement of God rather than burnt

offerings’ (Hosea 6:6) (9)

13 One of its towns was Sychar, where Jesus met a woman at Jacob’s well (John 4:5)
(7)

14  Shouting (Acts 7:57) (7)

15  Arachnid (Isaiah 59:5) (6)

16  One of Paul’s first converts in Philippi was Lydia, a — in purple cloth (Acts 16:14)
(6)

18  Donkeys (5)

20  Raked (anag.) (5)

15
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£20.00 per annum

16



CHURCHWARDENS’ NEWS

We have finally resolved the electrical problem at church by replacing the fuse box.
The church is now lovely and warm.

The allotment lease agreements have been distributed to all tenants with a mixture
of reactions, a few questions of clarification, especially around what has historically
been allowed. Some have been returned signed. Julia has prepared a response to
all queries which will be distributed shortly.

Quotes have been received for the hedge trimming at the church and the allotments
with the work being timed to avoid any disruption to nesting birds.

The church alarm has been serviced, and everything is in good working order.

Three contractors have shown their interest in quoting for the Quinquennial
Inspection repairs and have attended the church to view the necessary work, but
so far no quotes have been received. However, a Letter of Authorisation from the
Diocese has been received.

We have been busy organising a farewell party for Nigel and preparing for
interregnum. There is a feeling of optimism in the Archdeacon’s office that we will
be able to fill the position quite quickly. Let us all pray this is the case. Of course,
this means we have a lot to do in a very short time. In the meantime, retired
ministers have been contacted to help out.

Our vacancy meeting is on 12th March at the Parish Centre at 7:30 pm.
Refreshments will be served commencing at 7 pm. This meeting is for everyone in
the Parish who is interested and will be facilitated by the Bishop and Archdeacon.
We will be exploring the skills and attributes we are looking for in our new Vicar,
collecting thoughts and views of all the participants in order to create the role profile
to form part of the recruitment process.

There is now a folder at the Parish Centre and in Church containing job descriptions

to help volunteers understand the roles and responsibilities of each position. This is
an ongoing project together with our Safeguarding Officer, Carol Moody.

17



If anyone has spare wool which
might be used by the blanket
knitters, can you please pass it to

Val Blewitt
01582 662544

Thanks

ACROSS: 1, Awaken. 4, Quench. 8, Hit me. 9, Sadness. 10, Semitic. 11, Ridge. 12,
Testimony. 17, Psalm. 19, Indulge. 21, Deserve. 22, Ariel. 23, Rose as. 24, Beggar.

DOWN: 1, Aghast. 2, Attempt. 3, Eject. 5, Undergo. 6, No end. 7, Hasten. 9, Sacrifice.
13, Samaria. 14, Yelling. 15, Spider. 16, Dealer. 18, Asses. 20, Drake.

18




ST MARGARET'’S LADIES’ GUILD PROGRAMME

2026
12t March Gerard McMahon - Mary’s Meals
9t April Isabelle Dudley - Three Star Coaches
14" May AGM from 3 pm

Armchair exercises with Hannah

11% June Howard Chandler - Leagrave

9t July Afternoon tea, followed by quilting demonstration
13t August Bill Hamilton - good news/bad news

10t September

8" October Julia Godino - Vietnam Visit

12™ November

10t December Christmas Meal

New members always welcome please contact Judy on 01582 883308 or any Committee
member - Maureen Ingram, Kathy Rutherford, Barbara Pattenden, Pat Wren or Anne

Beard

The LADIES GUILD meet from 2.30 - 4.30 p.m. on 2" Thursday in the month at The Parish
Centre, Lucas Gardens

Annual Subs £22 due at February meeting
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St. Margaret’s Ladies Guild

February Meeting 2025

What a wonderful fun afternoon on a really miserable day outside, lovely to hear the hall
full of laughter as Linda Stephenson introduced us to her puppets.

Puppetry is the manipulation of animals and was started 4000 years ago. Inthe 5" Century
BC there are written records of Eygptians using them for plays, story telling and religious
events - generally for entertainment.

We were first introduced to Jed a Focart from Burma who was 80 years old. He was on
strings and sadly had lost an ear but the workmanship that had gone into him was quite
amazing.

In the Middle Ages there were hand puppets and string puppets also known as
Marionettes. The word Marionettes came from the bible - Marion and the church
encouraged them until comedy was introduced so they were banned.

Comedy de la - was introduced in the time of Charles Il when Italian puppet troupes came
over. They introduced Punchinello which eventually became Mr Punch and wife Joan (later
to become Judy) whom many recalled watching on the beach on their holidays Strings
were hard to use so they became hand puppets. Originally it was slap stick with Mr Punch
hitting people.

We then went on to recall the first TV puppets - which included Mr Turnip, Hank - the

20



cowboy, Pinky & Perky, Sooty, Bill &Ben, Andy Pandy, the Muppets - Miss Piggy and Kermit
who were rod puppets. Whilst in Prague Linda had watched 2 operas performed by string

puppets.

Linda then showed us Virgil Tracey, a string puppet. We saw sock puppets and push
puppets and Pelham puppets. Whilst in the army Bob Pelham introduced these - firstly
Wonky Donkey. The only problem with these is the tangles in the strings. Hand/glove
puppets then took over. We met a spring puppet Racoon who looked so real. Linda does
a local radio show and uses Jasper Rabbit and his sister Sylvia to whom we were introduced.
Then out came a frog from Madrid - he looked armless enough and Linda was looking for a
volunteer to kiss him for luck - there being no volunteers | volunteered and shock horror as
| bent forward out came a long red tongue - it was quite a shock but amused us all.

We then meet Billy the Puffin, Canasta the camel, Philip the unicorn who is the National
animal of Scotland (who knew that?). Then a very large dodo from Mauritius. Some
ladies had brought along their own soft toys and Linda showed how easy it was to use them
as puppets. The art is to keep them moving. The ladies then had the chance to come and
handle the puppets. Linda had just brought along a few of her puppets which seemed quite
a number but there were lots left at home. Thanks, Linda, for a very interesting and
amusing afternoon.

Judy also had to announce the sad passing of Jean Flower - a long time member and
Committee member who did an awful lot behind the scenes to ensure the smooth running
of this Guild. She hosted all our Committee meetings and was so dependable. We will
really miss her lovely welcoming smile and all the help she gave and the friendships she
made. Thank you, Jean, for everything you did. RIP

21



SHB Scaffolding

Domestic or Commercial Scaffolding Services

Proprietor: Mark Smith

Mobile: 07972 5935570

Email: shbscaffolding@hotmail.com

If you require scaffolding services, be it commercial scaffolding or
domestic scaffolding look no further than SHB Scaffolding.

Please contact me for a FREE quotation

STREATLEY VILLAGE HALL

Available for hire

Wedding Receptions
Family Parties
Small Business Meetings

Seats 60
Good Kitchen
Disabled Access and Toilet

Bar by arrangement
book online at
www.streatleyvillagehall.co.uk

22


http://www.streatleyvillagehall.co.uk/

TINKERBELL'’S GELS
STREATLEY VILLAGE

HANDS AND FEET NEED A
TREAT?
LET ME HELP YOU KEEP THEM
NEAT AND SWEET

Manicures, Pedicures, Shellec Gel
and much more

For prices and booking please ring:
Kim on 07947 216642

DEADLINE FOR APRIL 2026 PROCLAMATION

Tuesday 3 March
but earlier if possible, please.

Please send usual/potential contributions to

magazine.stmargarets.streatley@agmail.com.

| would be grateful to receive contributions, where possible, in Word.

Thanks, Cathy Aizlewood

23
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NIGEL’S FAREWELL PARTY

A sad occasion? Yes, but a fabulous celebration of Nigel and his 6 years at St
Margaret’s.

A total of 74 people came together on 15 February to bid a fond farewell to
Nigel and his family and to celebrate all the achievements of the past six
years.

The theme was Wales and Rugby. A delicious hot and cold buffet with Welsh
stew as well as chips, was provided by Kimberly with Heather’s help. The hall
was decorated with baked beans, Welsh symbols and flags. The table
decorations were daffodils and Welsh flags.

In a new black shirt Nigel and Levi played the Youth Hub traditional flour game
and, as usual, Nigel ended up with flour on his face but also on his new black
shirt. As a reminder of his time collecting beans for the Foodbank, Richard
presented Nigel with a picture of a variety of baked beans. Angie read a poem
she had written about “Our Vicar” then presented him with a framed picture
of it super imposed on a watermark of St Margaret’s Church.

A book of photographic memories was presented by Wendy. Co-Acting Area
Dean Revd Anne Crosby spoke about Nigel’s work in the community and Judy
presented Nigel with a gift of a stole from the congregation and he also
received vouchers for HMV.

After a sing song of Nigel’s favourite tunes and Clive performing, once again,
I’m the King of the Swingers, Nigel spoke of the joy he’d had and the
friendships he had made, whilst in the background lightning and thunder
ripped across the sky - which we all interpreted as a message from God!

Many many thanks to everyone who worked so hard to make this event so
joyous and successful

24
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StotenGillam

chartered accountants

chartered tax advisers
www.stotengillam.co.uk

FREE Initial consultation for:

ACCOUNTS * SELF ASSESSMENT * AUDIT
BOOKKEEPING * CORPORATION TAX * PENSIONS
PAYROLL SERVICES * VAT * TAX ENQUIRIES

Alban House
99 High Street South C10
ﬁw ICAEW Dunstable |
CHARTERED LU6 3SF
4 eSS Tel: (01582) 608601 TAX ADVISERS
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ADVERTISING IN
PROCLAMATION

To advertise in the magazine,
please contact:

magazine.stmargarets.streatley@gmail.com

Please supply all adverts in
electronic format

Costs are £14 per annum
for an advert this size,
£28 for a half page advert and
£56 for a full page advert

Adverts designed from £6

Thank you for supporting
our Church

Thursday Coffee
Morning

You are invited to come along to

The Parish Centre for coffee or tea on
a
Thursday morning

10 am to 11 am
We could also use some help on a once a

month basis to make the coffee. Please
drop in and offer!

R R X

)

K J PLASTERING

All types of work undertaken.

Quality finish guaranteed.

Free estimates.

Please contact Kieran on:

01582 584 063 (Home)
07717 452 674 (Mobile)

PC and Mac Professional

Available for troubleshooting, repair and

advice.

No call out fee - home and business visits

Call Tony on
01582 458 353

or

07792 653 264
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#% | GARDEN DOCTOR |
Rob MclLeod

Pruning Specialist

Professional, Local, Experienced

* All tree and hedge work undertaken
* High standard of work Tree Surgery & Removal
* Rubbish cleared from site Shrubs & Fruit Trees

* Free Quotations Pruning & Spraying
Fully certificated and
insured

Tel: 07763 239340 or 01525 861568 ..ji-1c scrvice you can

Call the Garden Doctor and bring Guod Health to your Gardenn T rust

GEERE & CO PWP PLUMBING
LIMITED For all your heating
d plumbi
MEMORIALS OF BEAUTY and piumbing
problems
FRECTED FREE WITHIN A FORTY Contact Paul Wilson

MILE RADIUS OF LUTON
07580 045 385

Designs and prices on request
All types of Masonary work and Suppliers
of Marble, Granite and Natural Stone

642 TIITCIIIN ROAD GAS g =
LUTON LU27UG safe
TEL 015382 877 256

REGISTE FI:J|

31


mailto:PWPLUMBING@Live.co.uk

CHURCH DIRECTORY

Vicar - We are in a vacancy

Reader | Teresa Dales
Officers

Lay Vice Chair PCC J Godino 01582 883896
Church Wardens W Dyer 01582 536589

J Godino 01582 883896
Secretary K McGuiness secretary.stmargarets.streatiey@gmail.com
Treasurer C Hunt treasurer.stmargarets.streatley@gmail.com | 07880 361103
Sacristan
Verger

Chairs of Committees
CARE Committee care.stmargarets.streatley@gmail.com
Parish Centre
Treasurer (Parish Centre) stmpctreasurer@outlook.com
Fund Raising
Pastoral Team
Safeguarding Officer C Moody carolmoody1961@hotmail.co.uk 07927 651615
Leaders of Organisations
Choir B Donaldson 01525 877790
Ladies Guild J Seymour 01582 883308
Youth Club
Cleaning C Hodges 01582 659798
Flowers B Daniells 01582 575620
Laundry J Seymour 01582 883308
Tower Lighting P Hooker Pam.norm1@gmail.com
(Sponsorship)
Magazine (Treasurer) P Ingram 01582 508273
Magazine (Ads/Editor) magazine.stmargarets.streatley@gmail.com
Website stmargaretschurchstreatley.org.uk
Deanery Synod Representatives
Brenda Daniells 01582 575620
Richard Daniells 01582 575620
The Friends of Streatley Church

Chair Julia Godino 01582 883896
Secretary Paul Ingram 01582 508273
Treasurer Maureen Ingram 01582 508273
Parish Centre Booking 07500 537758
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