The Parish of All Saints, 
Offord Darcy with Offord Cluny

Regulations for the memorial garden (cremated remains area)

The memorial garden in All Saints churchyard was created in the late 1980’s. It is expected that the garden will hold approximately 120 plots, and we desire to keep the garden tidy, tranquil and attractive - a place for bereaved families and visitors to the churchyard to enjoy and find comfort. 
To make the best use of this space and preserve the appearance of this garden, we require relatives and Funeral Directors seeking burials of ashes and their memorial tablets to comply with these regulations:
1. All new burials of ashes will take place in the memorial garden
2. No burials of ashes will be allowed without a priest or churchwarden supervising.
3. Plots will be allocated by the PCC according to the next available plot.
4. Each plot is approximately 50cm by 50cm. The maximum casket size is 30cm x 30cm. The maximum stone memorial tablet is 50cm by 50cm and in portrait style. Burials should take place in the centre of the plot. 
5. Every burial must be marked with a memorial stone tablet.
6. Standard plots may contain 2 caskets of ashes and may be excavated to a depth of 60cm.
7. Ashes may be buried without a casket, provided they have a memorial tablet. A standard plot may contain up to 4 sets of ashes if they are not in a casket.
 In the area of the Garden of Remembrance only, memorials are permitted in 
Granite in Black, Welsh Slate, Flint Grey, Avon Grey and Dark Grey, which may be polished to prevent water damage
Limestone - Nabresina or Portland; 
York Stone
1. Memorial Tablets may not contain raised surfaces. 
2. Lettering on memorial tablets should be incised and may be painted (black, lead or a lighter or darker version of the stone colour lettering permitted) 
3. Funeral directors are responsible for: 
· ascertaining the precise location of the plot allocated,
· ensuring that the plot is left neat and tidy after the burial.
· allowing the earth to settle before installing the memorial tablet (for at least two months)
· ensuring the approval of the Priest in Charge before a tablet is cut or installed
· installing memorial tablets flush with the surface of the memorial garden (so that the plot may be mown)
4. Relatives may not add temporary memorials to the memorial gardens (e.g soft toys, plant pots, solar lights, photos or additional ornaments. Wreaths and flowers will be cleared as soon as they look unsightly. (If items are added to the memorial garden in contravention of this policy, they will be removed to a place of safety for one month, so that relatives may reclaim them; afterwards, they will be disposed of; no responsibility for such items is accepted by the PCC. 
5. Relatives may not plant bulbs, flowers or shrubs. Any plants introduced without permission will be removed or may be mowed over. 
We hope that these regulations will enable everybody to remember with dignity lost loved ones in our beautiful churchyard for generations to come.

This policy was agreed by the PCC on . The policy on adding temporary memorials will be applied retrospectively as well as prospectively. 


