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Congratulations on being asked to be a godparent.
You’ve been chosen to be a big part of your their life of faith. Being Christened is their entry and membership into the life of the Church. Your own baptism qualifies you to make these promises on their behalf as they’re too young to do so. If you’re not confirmed yourself and haven’t made your own public declaration of faith nor regularly attend Christian worship, please consider how you are best qualified to take on this important role.
Throughout their life, your role is to help them (with their parents) to reflect/talk through the bigger things in life, of faith, hope and love; to help them model Christian values and make good choices, resisting temptation and caring for God’s creation. More importantly, to encourage them to learn more about the Christian faith through your prayers and their engagement with the worshipping life of the church on Sunday. Attending church with them is a great way to encourage and set a good example.  When they’re old enough it is our hope and prayer that they’ll be informed and able to make those promises for themselves, then your role as godparent will have been the right choice. Hopefully you know all this before you accepted the role.
In the service, you’ll make significant promises to support them throughout their life. These promises have been made for centuries and If you’re wondering what they look like (and be sure you can make them), I’ve included them below (your responses are in bold type).
Priest	In baptism N begins their journey in faith.  You speak for them today.  Will you care for
	them, and help them to take their place within the life and worship of Christ’s
	Church?								With the help of God, we will.

Priest:      In baptism, God calls us out of darkness into his marvellous light.  To follow Christ means
	   dying to sin and rising to new life with him.  Therefore I ask:  

  Do you reject the devil and all rebellion against God?			We reject them.

		Do you renounce the deceit and corruption of evil?			We renounce them.

		Do you repent of the sins that separate us from God & neighbour? 	We repent of them.

		Do you turn to Christ as Saviour?					We turn to Christ.

		Do you submit to Christ as Lord? 					We submit to Christ.
	
		Do you come to Christ, the way, the truth, and the life? 		We come to Christ.

These are all big questions and big promises, so you might like to take time to explore them for yourself. I’m always happy to spend some time explaining them if you get in touch.
 
Finally, on the day of the Christening , please arrive no later than 15 minutes before the service starts so I can welcome you and talk you through your role on the day.

If you’re not familiar with our church and tradition and how we do things, you’d be most welcome to join us on a Sunday prior to the baptism to familiarise yourself with our building and congregation and service style, make yourself known to me and stay for a coffee afterwards.

In the meantime, I assure you of my prayers as you prepare to take on this role.

Every blessingTHE SERVICE STARTS AT: 11am
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