20260323 John 11. 1-45  Jesus weeps 
It didn’t work out as I planned. 
What do you do when your plans go wrong? 
Well, I guess depending on the scale of the problem, or depending on your emotional state or capacity at the time can have an impact on the outcome. Breaking a mug on the wrong day can leave us and the mug in bits. 
The gospel reading today was long. I’d decided to shorten it, the sheets were printed, then I ended up somewhere else. There you go, I confess. The reading you heard had the missing verses in that were not on the notice sheet. I did think about reprinting them all though considering the waste of paper and ink, I decided that confession was more appropriate. It’s church after all; we confess our sins. 
For Mary and Martha too, it doesn’t work out as they planned. 
Where were you Jesus? 
Where were you, Jesus?
If only you had been here, my brother would not have died.
(Breath) If only you had been here, AND YOU WEREN’T. Jesus you have failed.
We have all said, shouted or screamed that at Jesus. YOU….WEREN’T…. HERE because if you were, then this disaster, accident, death would not have happened. 
The reality of life is death. It is a horrible truth. Often disastrous. Sometimes senseless. Frequently diabolical. 
There is not a day that goes by when we do not hear of death. War in the Middle East, meningitis in Canterbury, the 30th anniversary of the Dunblane Primary School tragedy. 
Yet when St Paul writes to the Corinthians, ‘where death, is your sting?’[footnoteRef:1], we might want to believe this in our heads but boy, it really hurts in here (heart).  [1:  1 Cor 15.55] 

The massive overwhelm of grief, it can leave us destroyed. We recognise our fragility, our vulnerability. But worse, we see this fragility and vulnerability it in the people we love the most. And some of you will have experienced loss that I cannot imagine, and I don’t want to either. 
This gospel is long, but it is endless too because it points to the resurrection. 
In John’s gospel, the raising of Lazarus is the seventh, final sign. 7 is the number of divine completion and wholeness[footnoteRef:2], it is intentional that it is the 7th sign and the one that brings all the others together, to show who Jesus is and what this means. [2:  https://www.biblestudytools.com/topical-verses/the-number-7-in-the-bible/] 

Martha, understandably in her grief of losing her brother and anger that Jesus had not come to rescue him when they’d sent word to him that Lazarus was desperately ill, Martha misunderstands. She says, yes Jesus I know that my brother will rise again in the resurrection on the last day.[footnoteRef:3] But right now, he’s dead, gone and it hurts like hell.  [3:  John 11. 24, paraphrased. ] 

Jesus wept. (Famous as the shortest verse in the King James Bible.) [footnoteRef:4] [4:  John 11:35] 

This is messy, ugly sobbing, of uncontrollable tears, snot, when the whole body is shaking with uncontrollable grief. This is when the one holding you in their arms will need to get their jacket dry-cleaned afterwards. 
Why? Why does he sob? 
For Jesus, as for each and every human, each living creature, there will be death.
Walking behind my Mum’s coffin a few weeks ago, my brother walking next to me said, this is really real isn’t it. The reality of death hit him. Later as he gave his tribute, he was getting choked up, he got through it and it was all good. Later on, he was saying he caught my daughter’s eye and she was crying, and she said well, I was crying because you were crying. Other members of the family were welling up, when we see other people we love crying, that gets us. 
His friend has just died. It is grief. He sees his friends Martha and Mary devasted. 
Jesus knows his own death is coming soon. 
The reality of the incarnation is he will have to die too.  I think Jesus is crying because of the reality of death, even Jesus cannot take death away. Death is real and there is no getting around it, no plan B. [footnoteRef:5] [5:  Spotify Podcast, Narrative Lectionary from Luther’s Seminary Working Preacher 659] 

The Christian’s tenet is Jesus words, ‘I am the resurrection and the life.’[footnoteRef:6] [6:  John 11.25] 

Jesus is all too familiar with death and he cries at the death of his friend. He knows there is something beyond it. We all have to go through it, there isn’t another way.  So yes, the Christian belief is in the resurrection, seen in Jesus. Jesus, deader than dead, was raised to life. 
This is a promise and it is amazing. It is Good News. 
But the words we don’t notice so much, I am the resurrection AND the life. There is the amazing, literally life-changing resurrection, he could’ve ended there! But he doesn’t because it isn’t just about the future promise it is the NOW. He is the life, life now in all it’s fullness and abundance. 
This he promises is about a real, lived relationship of love right now. It is our invitation to be close to Jesus. 
And how do we do that? Well, like any relationship, sharing your news, listening, through scripture, getting to know Jesus, being shaped by his love, it is transformative. Looking, when did you see Jesus this week? What did you notice? 
These are spiritual practices we can all do. We are living life right now with a promise for so much more to come. 
Jesus also described himself as the Good Shepherd, who know the names of his sheep. [footnoteRef:7] And it is this, Jesus calls Lazurus by name, out of the tomb. Jump ahead to his empty tomb, it’s when Mary hears Jesus call her by name, Mary, she realises. [footnoteRef:8] She’s been having a conversation with him, it was being called by name, she heard him, saw him and believed.  [7:  John 10.14]  [8:  John 20.16] 

Rowan Williams puts this as, in our life following, living and learning from Jesus, we are learning to hear his voice and learning our true name. 
Learning our true name, the one he will call us when we are in the tomb.[footnoteRef:9]  [9:  https://www.cinderford-churches.org.uk/2012/07/archbishop-rowans-sermon-at-all-saints-church-newland/] 

A life to death moment. 
For those of you who have seen Indiana Jones and the Last Crusade. In this film, Indy’s father played by Sean Connery, insists on calling him Junior, much to Indy’s bristling. When their friend Marcus Brody, played by the delightful Denholm Elliot, asks why he is calling him Junior, Henry emphatically points out, he is named Henry Jones and Harrison Ford’s Indy’s proper name is Henry Jones Jnr. 
As it gets to the culmination of the film, Indy is grasping his father’s hand, and the other is outstretched, his fingers just touching the grail, and his Father says, Indiana, and it is then, Indy hears his name, and turns to look at his Father, to be pulled up to life, out from the chasm below he was so close to falling into.  He heard his Father call his name. [footnoteRef:10] [10:  Indiana Jones and the Last Crusade] 

And it is the Father’s promise. To be called by your true name, the one you know, and you’ll be brought to life. 
I can only hope, Jesus sounds like Sean Connery. You never know. 
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