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 Bin  D
ays  Thursday  U

nless  O
therw

ise  Indicated 
 3  rd 

 10  th 
 17  th 

 24  th 
 31  st 

 R
efuse  B

in 
 R

ecycling 
 R

efuse  B
in 

 R
ecycling 
 &

  G
lass 

 R
efuse  B

in 
 1 

 SO
LU

TIO
N

  TO
  JA

N
U

A
RY  C

R
O

SSW
O

R
D

  PU
ZZLE 

 A
cross  -  1  Starvation,  6  Soar,  9  Kneecap,  10  Archaic,  12  Equestrianism

, 
 14  Insecure,  15  U

pdate,  17  Instep,  19  R
ejoices,  21  Alm

ond  blossom
,  24 

 Taverna,  25  O
rigam

i  26  Sark,  27  Persistent. 

 D
ow

n 
 -  1  Sake,  2  Ageless,  3  Vacuum

  C
leaner,  4  Tapestry,  5  O

n  air,  7 
 O

carina,  8  R
ecom

pense,11  C
ham

pionships,13  Vigilantes,  16  Venom
ous, 

 18  Sam
ovar,  20  C

om
pare,  22  Brave,  23  Lift. 

 Q
uiz  N

ight  at  Privett  -  Saturday  21  February 

 The  popular  Q
uiz  N

ight  at  Privett  Village  H
all 

 returns  on  Saturday  21  February,  6.30pm
  for  a 

 prom
pt  start  of  the  Q

uiz  at  7.00pm
. 

 C
om

e 
 along  as  a  team

  (6  in  a  team
),  or  join  others  to 

 m
ake  up  a  team

  on  the  night. 
 C

om
petition  on 

 the  night  w
ill  be  fierce  as  team

s  battle  it  out  w
ith 

 extraordinary  and  erudite  displays  of  general  know
ledge  and  other  trivia.  A 

 truce  w
ill  be  called  at  half-tim

e  for  a  fish  and  chip  supper. 
 A  pay  bar  w

ill 
 ensure  that  successes  are  celebrated  and  disappointm

ents  m
ollified. 

 Tickets  (to  include  supper)  are  £12.50. 
 You  can  reserve  your  place  and 

 pay  for  your  tickets  in  advance  in  one  of  the  follow
ing  w

ays: 
 B

y  going  to  the  (new
)  PVH

  w
ebsite  at:  privettvillagehall.co.uk 

 and  click  on  Events,  w
here  you  can  buy  your  tickets  ; 

 B
y 

 contacting 
 G

ill 
 C

hung 
 (tel. 

 07825 
 392171; 

 em
ail: 

 gillianchung@
btinternet.com

  ) 
 or  A

lex  R
aphael  (tel.  828461; 

 em
ail:  araphael.enam

els@
googlem

ail.com
). 

 If  you  w
ould  prefer  a  sausage  or  a  veggie  burger  w

ith  your  chips  instead  of 
 fish,  let  G

ill  know
  by  17  February  latest. 

 Please  note  that  if  you  reserve  a  place,  but  don’t  show
  up  on  the 

 night,  w
e  w

ill  have  to  ask  you  to  pay,  as  the  suppers  have  to  be 
 ordered  and  paid  for  in  advance  of  the  Q

uiz  N
ight. 
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 W
ed

nesd
ay  11th  Feb

ruary 

 Froxfield  V
illag

e  H
all 

 7.30p
m

 

 A
  talk  b

y  S
teve  O

akes 

 ‘B
IR

D
S

  IN
  Y

O
U

R
  G

A
R

D
E

N
’ 

 N
o

n-m
em

b
ers  are  very  w

elco
m

e  £3 

 w
w

w
.fp

g
ard

en.club
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 The  C
urtis  M

useum
,  A

lton 

 C
urtis  M

useum
  O

pening  Tim
es:  Tuesday  to  Saturday 

 10am
  –  4.30pm

  01420  82802 
 w

w
w.ham

pshireculture.org.uk/curtis-m
useum

 

 U
pcom

ing  events  for  February. 

 Step  into  the  past  and  bring  history  to  life  through  your  ow
n  creativity!  Join 

 us  for  a  w
eek-long  celebration  of  traditional  crafts  ,  w

here  each  day 
 explores  a  different  historical  era  and  its  unique  artistic  techniques.  From

 
 ancient  patterns  to  m

edieval  m
otifs  and  beyond,  you’ll  create  your  ow

n 
 piece  of  patterned  fabric  as  the  w

eek  progresses,  building  a  personal 
 collection  to  take  hom

e  as  a  lasting  m
em

ento. 
 D

iscover,  design,  and  im
m

erse  yourself  in  the  artistry  of  ages  gone  by. 
 Perfect  for  craft  enthusiasts,  history  lovers,  and  anyone  curious  about  the 
 stories  behind  the  stitches.  Saturday  14th  to  Saturday  21st  February,  10am

 
 -  4.30pm

. 
 W

e'll  also  be  running  C
raft  C

lub  on  the  Thursday  of  half  term
  (19th),  11am

 
 -  3pm

,  £2  per  craft  w
ith  your  5  th   craft  free. 

 Stepping  Stones  Young  People's  Program
m

e,  Saturday  14  February  - 
 Saturday  21  M

arch,  10.30  -  12.30.   R
egular  free  Saturday  w

orkshop 
 supporting  w

ellbeing  for  young  people  aged  11  -  14.  Spaces  need  to  be 
 booked 

 in 
 advance. 

 Please 
 visit 

 the 
 w

ebsite 
 for 

 details 
 - https://w

w
w.ham

pshireculture.org.uk/curtis-m
useum

    

 Sew
ing  w

orkshop  for  adults  (age  16+)  w
ith  local  artist  and  m

aker  Sachiko 
 M

ason,  Saturday  21  February,  11am
  -  1pm

.  Stitch  a  beautiful  toile  de  jouy 
 style  fabric  bag,  inspired  by  the  Allen  G

allery  C
ollection.  Book  online 

 at https://w
w

w.ham
pshireculture.org.uk/curtis-m

useum
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 The  C
urtis  M

useum
  continued 

 M
useum

  by  Torchlight 
 O

ur  ever-popular  exploration  of  the  C
urtis  M

useum
  by  the  glow

  of  your 
 torch 

 returns  during  half-term
.  Tuesday  February  17th,  5.30  to  7.30pm

. 
 Follow

  the  trail  and  w
in  a  prize.  £3.75  per  (accom

panied)  child,  adults  free. 

 Talks  -  C
hange  of  Venue 

 The  Friends  of  the  C
urtis  M

useum
  and  Allen  G

allery  have  a  full  program
m

e 
 of  talks  during  2026.  Friends  talks  w

ill  be  held  in  R
oom

  7  of  the  A
lton 

 C
om

m
unity  C

entre,  A
m

ery  Street,  A
lton  G

U
34  1H

N
.  Alton  C

om
m

unity 
 C

entre  is  located  on  one  side  of  the  car  park  in  Am
ery  Street  (sat  nav 

 G
U

34  1H
N

).  https://w
w

w.altoncom
cen.org.uk,  telephone  num

ber  01420 
 85057. 

 The  first  talk  takes  place  on  Thursday  12th  February,  w
hen  Tony  C

ross  w
ill 

 speak  about  Aspects  of  Alton's  H
istory  .  D

oors  open  at  7pm
  for  7.30  start. 

 FR
EE.  D

onations  w
elcom

e  from
  G

uests. 

 Path  closed  until  further  notice  . 

 The  old  railw
ay  line  betw

een  H
em

plands  Lane  and  the  bridge  adjoining 
 Sages  Lane  w

as  filled  in  and  planted  w
ith  trees  m

any  years  ago  and  is  now
 

 regularly  used  for  w
alking.  This  is  a  private  path  and  access  is  perm

itted  by 
 us  w

hich  w
e  highlight  annually  in  the  parish  m

agazine,  unfortunately  w
e 

 have  been  advised  to  close  this  path  until  further  notice  due  to  the  condition 
 of  the  trees. 

 3 
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 The  recent  spell  of  m
ixed  w

eather  conditions  has  put  at  the  back  of 
 our  m

inds  the  cold  spell  earlier  in  the  m
onth.  It  w

as  w
ell  forecasted, 

 but  it  still  takes  us  by  surprise.  W
hen  the  gritting  lorries  don’t  m

ake  it  to  the 
 village  it  is  w

orth  rem
em

bering  that  there  are  plenty  of  w
ell-placed  salt  bins 

 on  the  roads  w
hich  are  for  everyone  to  use.  If  you  are  fit  and  have  a  shovel, 

 please  spread  som
e  grit  on  any  icy  or  shady  patches  and  on  the  slopes  to 

 help  yourselves  and  your  neighbours.  The  bins  w
ill  be  replenished  by  the 

 highw
ays  team

  but  any  that  are  getting  low
  w

ill  need  to  be  reported  on-lin. 
 Type  ‘H

am
pshire  H

ighw
ays  report  a  problem

’  into  G
oogle  or  your  search 

 engine. 
 These 

 planning 
 applications 

 w
ere 

 discussed 
 at 

 the 
 last 

 m
eeting 

 SD
N

P/25/04292/LIS 
 & 

 SD
N

P/25/04291/H
O

U
S 

 W
yke 

 G
reen 

 Farm
, 

 Soalw
ood  Lane,  Froxfield,  Petersfield,  H

am
pshire,  G

U
32  1D

  Proposed 
 tim

ber 
 porch 

 canopy 
 and 

 w
indow

 
 replacem

ent. 
 It 

 w
as 

 resolved 
 to 

 SU
PPO

R
T  the  application 

 SD
N

P/25/04252/H
O

U
S 

 & 
 SD

N
P/25/04253/LIS 

 The 
 O

ld 
 G

ranary, 
 Alexanders  Lane,  Privett,  Alton,  H

am
pshire,  G

U
34  3PW

  Solar  PV  array 
 added  to  existing  dw

elling  and  garage.  N
ew

  16KW
  Air  source  heat  pum

p 
 x2  It  w

as  resolved  to  O
BJEC

T  to  the  application. 
 SD

N
P/25/04168/H

O
U

S  Stoner  H
ill  H

ouse,  Stoner  H
ill  R

oad,  Froxfield, 
 Petersfield,  H

am
pshire,  G

U
32  1D

X  R
eplacem

ent  of  D
ouble  G

arage  w
ith  a 

 D
ouble  G

arage  and  W
orkshop.  The  application  w

as  approved  on  6th 
 January  2026  by  East  H

am
pshire  D

istrict  C
ouncil  on  behalf  of  South 

 D
ow

ns  N
ational  Park  Authority. 

 C
over 

 Jerem
y  de  H

alpert  kindly  sent  this  picture  in,  I  know
  it  w

as  at  the  end  of  last 
 year,  but  I  thought  it  w

as  a  lovely  picture  so  decided  to  use  it  anyw
ay.  I  had 

 already  done  last  m
onth’s  cover  w

hen  he  sent  it  to  m
e,  but  I  think  you’ll 

 agree  it  is  im
pressive.  H

is  description  is:  A  superm
oon  rises  behind 

 Froxfield  G
reen  church  –  the  last  full  m

oon  of  2025,  closer  to  earth  than 
 usual  so  looks  bigger. 
 Please  send  in  any  seasonal  flora  and  fauna  pictures  you  have. 
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 I  am
  excited  to  announce  that  2026  m

arks  the  150th  anniversary  of 
 Froxfield  church  of  England  school.  Thanks  to  the  history  notes  com

piled 
 by  the  late  Pam

  G
oodall  –  a  past  teacher  at  the  school  -  I  can  tell  you  a 

 little  of  the  history  of  this  w
onderful  school  in  its  lovely  rural  setting  here  in 

 the  heart  of  the  South  D
ow

ns. 

 ‘The  1870  Education  Act  stated  that  elem
entary  schools  should  be 

 established  in  areas  w
here  school  provision  from

  other  sources  w
as 

 insufficient.  There  w
ere  three  schools  in  the  parish  of  Froxfield  at  that  tim

e. 
 R

obert  Love's  C
harity  School,  w

hich  opened  in  1734  and  a  School  for  G
irls 

 &  Infants,  w
hich  opened  1837/8  w

ere  both  at  Froxfield  G
reen  and  there 

 w
as  an  infant  school  in  H

igh  C
ross  Lane,  betw

een  M
ore  Lane  and  R

ings 
 G

reen,  w
hich  w

as  possibly  a  D
am

e  School.  The  Trustees  of  R
obert  Love's 

 C
harity  school  decided  to  provide  a  new

  school  at  H
igh  C

ross  w
here 

 children  of  the  parish,  of  all  ages,  could  be  educated  in  the  sam
e  building. 

 Thus  ‘It  w
as  resolved  to  accept  the  tender  by  M

essrs  G
am

m
on,  builders  of 

 Petersfield,  to  build  a  Schoolroom
  and  H

ouse  in  the  Parish  of  Froxfield  for 
 £1,90  and  that  Arthur  Blom

field  Esq,  Architect,  be  authorised  to  design  the 
 buildings.’ 

 (It  is  interesting  to  note  that  am
ong  m

any  other  prestigious  buildings  Sir 
 Arthur  Blom

field,  as  he  later  becam
e,  also  designed  the  R

oyal  C
ollege  of 

 M
usic  and  Southw

ark  C
athedral!) 

 The  Trustees  agreed  that  the  new
  school  should  open  on  3rd  July  1876 

 under  the  charge  of  M
r  H

  E  C
lose,  and  M

rs  Thom
as  Jarm

an  w
ho  w

as 
 engaged  as  the  sew

ing  m
istress  and  infant  teacher. 
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 Froxfield  School  continued 

 W
hat  an  accolade  to  all  the  subsequent  teachers  and  the  children  w

ho 
 have  taught  and  been  taught  that  the  school  has  not  only  survived  but  has 
 thrived  over  the  past  150  years?  The  current  headteacher  M

rs  farrow
  and 

 her  team
,  the  governors  and  the  parents  all  agree  that  this  anniversary  is 

 deserving  of  great  celebration,  and  w
e  are  planning  a  num

ber  of  events 
 celebratory  culm

inating  in  concert  at  Privett  C
hurch  on  Saturday  4th  July  - 

 please  save  the  date. 

 As  Froxfield  C
hurch  of  England  School  approaches  its  150th  anniversary 

 on  3rd  July  w
e  have  decided  that  as  w

ell  as  holding  celebrations  this  is  the 
 perfect  opportunity  to  create  a  lasting  legacy  for  future  generations  and  to 
 m

ark  this  special  m
ilestone  the  school  is  raising  funds  to  build  a  new

 
 Perform

ing  Arts  Studio. 

 Froxfield  School  values  all  aspects  of  the  arts  -  research  show
s  that  early 

 access  to  the  arts  builds  confidence,  creativity  and  lifelong  engagem
ent. 

 The  school  already  offers  m
usic  lessons  in  violin,  guitar,  keyboard,  clarinet, 

 flute  and  oboe  and  these  lessons  have  taken  place  in  our  m
uch-loved  yurt 

 but  recently  it  has  sprung  a  leak  and  is  beyond  repair  –  and  both  the 
 children  and  their  instrum

ents  have  been  getting  w
et! 

 W
e  w

ill  be  inviting  the  parish  and  w
ider  com

m
unity  to  help  us  create  a  new

 
 studio  that  w

ill  provide  far  better  facilities  in  a  m
odern,  w

ell-equipped  space 
 for  m

usic,  dram
a  and  the  arts,  benefiting  every  child  through  curriculum

 
 learning,  clubs,  perform

ances  and  com
m

unity  events.  It  w
ill  also  strengthen 

 links  w
ith  fam

ilies,  the  parish  and  neighbouring  schools. 

 The  project  w
ill  cost  approxim

ately  £125,000  and  w
ill  be  part-funded  by  the 

 school.  W
e  w

ill  be  seeking  donations,  grants  and  support  through 
 fundraising  events, 

 If  you  w
ould  like  to  support  this  project  -  through  a  donation,  attending  an 

 event  or  offering  help  -  further  details  w
ill  be  shared  soon.  Together,  w

e  can 
 help  provide  an  inspiring  creative  space  for  children  for  generations  to 
 com

e. 
 G

illian  H
ollis:  C

hair  of  G
overnors 

 5 
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 D
rop-In  :  Froxfield  Village  H

all 

 Everyone  (including  children  and  pets  accom
panied  by  a 

 responsible  adult)  can  be  sure  of  a  w
arm

  w
elcom

e  and  the 
 com

pany  of  friends  and  neighbours  at  the  D
rop-  In!  C

om
e  a  long  and  enjoy 

 a  slice  of  cake  and  a  cuppa  in  a  w
arm

  space. 
 Suzanne  Tong:  01730  260  430  or  Tongventham

s@
gm

ail.com
 

 N
ext  D

rop  -  In  D
ates:  February  14th  2026  &  M

arch  14th  2026 

 C
hurch  N

ew
s 

 There’s  not  a  huge  break  in  the  church  year  before  the  arrival  of 
 Lent, 

 this 
 year 

 starting 
 on 

 W
ednesday 

 16th 
 February. 

 Inform
ation  on  the  tw

o  Lent  courses  being  run  in  the  Benefice 
 can  be  found  elsew

here  in  this  m
agazine.  R

egular  services 
 continue  as  w

e  build  up  to  Palm
  Sunday  on  the  29th  M

arch. 

 U
ndoubtedly  the  m

ain  church  new
s  is  the  installation  of  the  new

  heating 
 system

  in  St  Peter’s,  H
igh  C

ross  –  w
ork  has  finally  begun  on  upgrading  the 

 pow
er  supply  and  w

e  very  m
uch  hope  that  w

e  w
ill  be  able  to  install  heating 

 chandeliers  during  M
arch.  In  the  m

eantim
e,  the  old  system

  m
ay  not  last 

 until  then!  W
e  are  fortunate  that  w

e  have  St.  Peter’s  on  the  G
reen  to  fall 

 back  on  during  the  w
ork. 

 W
e  have  been  granted  an  am

azing  Boiler  R
eplacem

ent  H
ardship  G

rant 
 from

  the  C
hurch  of  England  N

et  Zero  Program
m

e  to  support  the  proposed 
 low

-carbon  heating  solution.  M
any  thanks  to  those  w

ho’s  hard  w
ork  on 

 getting  the  grant  application  in  and  bringing  the  heating  system
  project  to 

 fruition. 

 Steve  and  I  w
ent  to  the  Trooper 

 recently  for  a  m
eal.  W

e  w
ere  a  bit 

 taken  aback  how
  em

pty  it  w
as.  W

e 
 w

ould  say  that  it  is  really  a  case  of 
 ‘use  it,  or  lose  it’.  It  is  a  lovely  space  and  w

ould  be  a  good  com
m

unity  hub, 
 alongside  the  village  hall.  So  m

any  rural  pubs  have  closed  because  of  lack 
 of  footfall.  D

on’t  let  ours  be  one. 
 C

aroline 
 9 

 W
ork  at  St  Peter’s,  H

igh  C
ross 

 W
e  are  very  excited  to  say  that  the  project  to  im

prove  facilities  at  the 
 C

hurch  is  m
oving  ahead.  R

everends.  Susie  and  Sue,  the  PC
C

  and 
 com

m
unity  m

em
bers  have  been  w

orking  extraordinarily  hard  over  the  last 
 few

  m
onths  on  church  C

hristm
as  services,  fundraising  and  organising 

 contractors  for  the  replacem
ent  of  the  heating  system

  at  St  Peter’s  H
igh 

 C
ross. 

 If  you’ve  been  in  the  vicinity  of  the  church,  you  m
ay  have  noticed  that  som

e 
 electrical  w

ork  has  been  taking  place  in  preparation  for  the  installation  of 
 the  new

  electric  heating  system
  in  M

arch.  D
uring  the  installation  the  organ 

 w
ill  be  covered  to  prevent  dust  entering  the  pipes/keys  and  causing 

 dam
age.  W

e  are  looking  forw
ard  to  w

elcom
ing  you  all  to  a  w

arm
  church  in 

 at  Easter! 
 O

ur  focus  for  2026  is  the  installation  of  a  toilet  and  sm
all  servery  area  at 

 the  back  of  the  church.  Thank  you  to  everyone  for  your  support  of  our 
 fundraising  events.  W

e  look  forw
ard  very  m

uch  to  seeing  you  at  our  next 
 event  on  21st  M

arch  w
hich  is  to  be  an  auction  and  dinner  in  the  village  hall. 

 If  you  cam
e  to  our  H

arvest  Supper,  you  w
ould  know

  to  expect  som
e  good 

 food  and  com
pany  –  now

  add  a  splash  of  auction  fun!  SEE  YO
U

  TH
ER

E! 

 Auction  of  G
oods  and  Prom

ises 
 SAVE  TH

E  D
ATE 

 21st  M
arch  2026 

 Froxfield  Village  H
all 

 W
A

LK
IN

G
  W

ED
N

ESD
AYS 

 9:30  am
  the  First  W

ednedsay  of  each  m
onth 

 H
igh  C

ross  C
hurch  to  The  O

ld  D
airy  Tearoom

  Privett 
 W

ednesday:  4th  February,  4th  M
arch  &  1st  April 

 C
ontact  Suzanne  Tong  on  TongVentham

s@
gm

ail.com
  or  01730  260430 

 for  m
ore  inform

ation  and  travel  arrangem
ents. 
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 Froxfield  C
hoir  Jazzing  up  this  Year’s 

 Petersfield  M
usical  Festival! 

 Buy  your  tickets  now
  to  avoid  m

issing  one  of  the 
 highlights 

 of 
 this 

 year's 
 Festival, 

 Froxfield 
 C

hoir's 
 reprise 

 of 
 D

uke  Ellington's  Sacred  C
oncert  at  the 

 Festival  H
all,  on  Saturday  14  M

arch  at  7.30pm
.  O

ur 
 concert 

 in 
 June  2024  w

as  greeted  w
ith  rapturous 

 applause  from
  the  audience  in  a  packed  Privett  church 

 w
ho  had  never  heard  m

usic  quite  like  it  at  our  sum
m

er 
 concert 

 - 
 or 

 indeed 
 w

itnessed 
 such 

 dextrous 
 tap 

 dancing! 
 As 

 before,  w
e  w

ill  be  singing  alongside  the  brilliant  Brass 
 Breakout  Jazz  O

rchestra  under  the  direction  of  Jan  Zaw
ada  and  w

ith  solo 
 vocalist  G

loria  M
iller.  In  addition  to  the  Sacred  M

ass  BBJO
  w

ill  play  m
usic 

 draw
n  from

  the  repertoire  of  jazz  greats  such  as  C
ount  Basie,  D

uke 
 Ellington,  G

lenn  M
iller,  Tom

m
y  D

orsey,  Ted  H
eath,  Buddy  R

ich  and  Kenny 
 Baker. 

 Tickets  via  the  Festival  w
ebsite  are  on  sale  from

  M
onday  2  February.  £18, 

 £22,  £5  (under-19s)  w
w

w.thefestivalhall.co.uk/w
hats-on 

 W
e  continue  to  encourage  singers  to  join  our  am

ateur  choir.  W
e  rehearse 

 on  Thursday  evenings  at  Froxfield  Village  H
all  betw

een  7.45-9.30pm
  and 

 new
com

ers  are  w
elcom

e  to  com
e  along  any  w

eek  for  a  taster  session. 
 Please  contact  Lesley  H

ow
e  at  lkhow

e58@
gm

ail.com
  for  m

ore  details. 
 Follow

  us  on  Facebook,  Instagram
  and  X,  form

erly  know
n  as  Tw

itter, 
 @

Froxfield  C
hoir  and  on  our  w

ebsite  w
w

w.froxfieldchoir.co.uk 
 R

eflections  on  Karl  Jenkins’  The  Arm
ed  M

an  by  D
avid  D

obson 

 O
ne  of  the  m

ost  appealing  things  to  m
e  about  Froxfield  C

hoir  is  the  variety 
 it  has  show

n  over  the  years,  and  one  never  know
s  quite  w

hat’s  com
ing 

 next.  Tw
o  years  ago,  w

e  sang  D
uke  Ellington’s  Sacred  C

oncert  and  last 
 year  in  the  sum

m
er  w

e  tackled  the  m
ountain  of  Brahm

s’  G
erm

an  R
equiem

, 
 a  really  tough  sing  –  never  any  tim

e  to  sit  dow
n  –  but  I  think  w

e  sang  it  w
ell, 

 w
ith  at  the  end  that  fam

iliar  feeling  of  pleased  exhaustion.  Then  in  the 
 autum

n  cam
e  Karl  Jenkins’  The  Arm

ed  M
an,  som

ething  very  different. 
 Essentially  it  is  an  anti-w

ar  piece,  com
posed  in  1999  in  reflection  of  ‘the 

 m
ost  w

ar-torn  and  destructive  century  in  hum
an  history’  and  as  a  m

essage 
 of  hope  that  the  w

orld  of  the  future  w
ould  have  m

ore  peace  and  few
er 

 w
ars. 
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 N
ow,  I  am

  w
riting  this  in  January  2026,  a  m

onth  w
hen  w

e  all  hope  for  better 
 things,  but  in  spite  of  our  pious  w

ishes  the  w
orld  continues  to  rage  –  in  the 

 M
iddle  East,  in  U

kraine,  in  Venezuela  and  Iran  –  and  that’s  just  for  starters; 
 and  as  I  look  back  on  The  Arm

ed  M
an  last  N

ovem
ber,  I  can’t  help  feeling 

 that  Karl  Jenkins’  sublim
inal  m

essage  w
as  ‘w

hen  w
ill  w

e  ever  learn?’ 
 But  to  the  m

usic.  I  could  sum
  it  up  and  say  it  is  a  m

ixture  of  the  sublim
e  and 

 the  savage,  w
ith  m

om
ents  that  shock  in  their  bleakness,  and  m

om
ents 

 w
here  one  feels  pure  joy.  W

e  started  off  singing  and  stam
ping  our  feet  to  a 

 15th  century  French  m
arching  song,  w

ith  the  piccolos  egging  us  on.  That 
 set  the  scene  for  w

ar,  but  here  cam
e  the  first  surprise:  a  m

uezzin,  w
ith 

 pow
erful  voice  and  snow

y  w
hite  vestm

ents,  sang  the  M
uslim

  call  to  prayer, 
 and  that  w

as  trem
endously  m

oving.  N
ext  cam

e  another  tw
ist,  w

ith  the 
 fam

iliar  w
ords  of  the  Kyrie  Eleison,  and  that  w

as  follow
ed  by  belligerent 

 m
usic  w

hich  w
e  knew

  presaged  w
ar. 

 I’ve  said  the  m
usic  w

as  a  m
ixture  of  sublim

e  and  savage,  but  it  w
as  the 

 w
ords  that  really  got  to  m

e.  They  cam
e  from

  a  variety  of  sources,  and  m
ost 

 poignant  w
as  w

hen  w
e  got  to  the  im

m
ediate  afterm

ath  of  w
ar  in  the  section 

 called  Angry  Flam
es.  This  is  brutal  stuff,  m

uch  the  m
ore  so  w

hen  one 
 realises  that  w

hat  w
e  w

ere  singing  w
as  a  direct  quotation  from

  a  Japanese 
 m

an,  Sankichi  Tobi,  as  he  describes  w
hat  he  found  at  H

iroshim
a  (he 

 survived  the  bom
bing  but  died  of  leukaem

ia  later). 

 It  w
as  a  relief  w

hen  w
e  m

oved  on  to  see  the  resum
ption  of  peace  – 

 trem
endously  m

oving  Agnus  D
ei  and  Benedictus,  before  the  last  rousing 

 anthem
  “Better  is  Peace”  w

ith  its  quiet  contem
plative  resolution  at  the  end. 

 W
e  stood  stock  still  in  silence  for  it  seem

ed  an  age  before  M
ichael,  our 

 conductor,  slow
ly  low

ered  his  hands  to  break  the  spell. 
 N

obody  I  feel  could  sing  this  w
ork  and  be  untouched,  nor  feel  its  relevance. 

 N
o  w

onder  it  is  the  m
ost  sung  choral  w

ork  in  the  w
orld  today 

 Editors  N
ote  :  D

ue  to  the  enforced  W
indow

s  11  upgrade,  I  have  had  to  buy 
 a  new

  version  of  Photoshop  to  create  the  covers.  It  is  VER
Y  different  from

 
 the  ancient  version  I  used,  so  please  m

ake  allow
ances  for  m

y  experim
ents! 

 Any  com
m

ents  gratefully  received.  C
aroline 
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