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Parish NewsletterHomily theme at Parish Mass: Holy Habits
Lent is a time for renewal of our Christian life, and a good time to take time to think and pray about our life of faith and adopt ‘holy habits’ which strengthen and deepen our relationship with God. In this homily series at the Sunday Parish Mass, we will learn about what makes a ‘holy habit’, and how they can help us in our journey of faith.
This week’s holy habit: Listen to Jesus.


1st March 2026
First Sunday of Lent 
The Transfiguration

Family Church 9.30am
Parish Mass 11.00am
Celebrant and Preacher 
Father Simon

Sides people:			Marcelle & Vera
Reader First Lesson:		Rachel
Reader Second Lesson:	Liz
Intercessor:			Carole
Organist:			Geoff		Prayer Surgery & The Sacrament of Reconciliation (Confession)
Fr Simon will be available to guide you in your prayer life, or to hear confessions, after any Mass during Lent. Don’t worry if you’ve never made your confession, or if it’s been a while since you did. Fr Simon will gently guide you in making your confession. Confession is a wonderful opportunity to experience the reconciling love of God. 



Hymns		
Entrance:	366 God of mercy, God of Grace
Offertory:     	178   How good, Lord to be here
Communion:  357 Father, hear the prayer we offer
Angelus:	
Recessional:   339 Be thou my vision, 

The Parish Mass during Lent

During Lent, the usual Penitential Rite (Confession and Lord, have mercy) are replaced by the Blessing and Sprinkling of Water (the Asperges).

After the introduction to the celebration, the priest says a prayer of blessing over the water, and then sprinkles himself, the clergy, choir and people with the blessed water.

During this, we sing:

Sprinkle me with hyssop O Lord, and I shall be cleansed;
wash me and I shall be whiter than snow.
(Words from Psalm 50, verse 9)

When he returns, the priest says:

May almighty God cleanse us of our sins, and through the celebration of this Eucharist make us worthy to share at the table of his Kingdom. Amen.

The Mass continues with the Collect for the Day.

During the Eucharistic Prayer, we use this acclamation:
Save us, Saviour of the world,
for by your Cross and Resurrection
you have set us free.

        Coffee will be served after Mass in the Croft

This week at St Hilda’s

Tuesday:	
9.00am Coffee morning 
10am Mass with Stations of the Cross
Friday:	Slimming World in the Croft from 9am to 10.30am
Saturday:	Party booking in the Croft
Sunday:	Parish Mass 11am
Third Sunday of Lent
The woman at the well.
WORLD DAY OF PRAYER
Wednesday 4th March Service to be held at 10am St Paul’s Kersal, Moor Lane followed by refreshments, All welcome.
Thought for the week

Health is a blessing that money cannot buy!
The Prayer list: We are preparing an up-to-date prayer list for use during Lent and in the coming weeks. If you wish to add any names, please make sure you have their permission. Any names that were on the previous list will need to be added again so we know that their needs are ongoing. 
Please remember with love and prayers all on our prayer list here at St Hilda’s
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Joanna Maciulskas, Maryrose & Walter,
Janet Clempner, Henry Richards, 
Catherine & Derek Swindells, Andrew Davidson, John Pymm, Lynda, Susan Hughes, 
Mary Bardsley, Keith Bentley,  Robert Williams, Jane, Peter Holland, Linda Clarke, Susan Lees, 
Renée Lukes, James Lucas, Francesca Boothman, 
Mavis & David Belton, Roy Walker, 
Hilary Graham, Kevin McGuire, Fr Croft, 
Jenny Mulholland,
Paul & Michael & Av Jones.
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We remember before God all those who have died specially those who have passed in the night with no-one to comfort them.
We remember also with love and prayers those whose anniversaries fall during this week

1st March
Mary Foster			1967
Derek Jackson			1983 
4th March
Elsie Bailey			1995
Andy Jones			2012
5th March
Doreen Price			2011
6th March
Albert Carr			1989
Margaret Clempner		1968
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We take the safeguarding of children and vulnerable adults very seriously here at St Hilda’s. Therefore, if you have any concerns please speak to the Parish Safeguarding Officer: 
Mrs Shirley Diver:		 07922 330069
Or the Diocesan Safeguarding Advisor
Abbey Clephane-Wilson:	 0161 828 1465

Electoral Roll review will begin next week. Forms will be available to those who are not on the roll and are now eligible. 
SCHOOL NEWS

Next Friday, we are excited to be combining World Book Day with our Start Small, Dream Big careers programme which is designed to introduce children to the world of work, raise aspirations and challenge stereotypes about different jobs. We want our pupils to know that their future should never be limited by gender, background or expectations — they can be anything they choose to be. On the day, children are invited to come to school dressed as their future self in a career they would like to pursue. We are also inviting parent volunteers from a range of professions to come into school to speak to the children about their jobs. 
Mrs Clemmett

St Hilda’s are always very grateful for all contributions to the life and work of our church.

Bank details 			St Hilda’s Church 
Sort Code 			01-07-20
Account number:		06803806

We are truly grateful for any donation no matter how small. Thank you

Dates for your Diaries

March
7th 	Children’s party booking in the Croft
10th 	Heaton Park WI 7pm
13th 	Slimming World 9am in the Croft
19th 	Community Lunchtime Drop-In 
20th 	Slimming World 9am in the Croft
27th 	Slimming World 9am in the Croft
Lent Supper 7pm
29th 	Palm Sunday
PCC Meeting after Mass 
31st	Chrism Mass (Manchester Cathedral)
	11.30am N.B. Low Mass will not take place at St Hilda’s on this day.
Coffee Morning closed. 
April
2nd	Maundy Thursday
	Parish School Easter Service
	Parish School closes for Easter
3rd 	Slimming World 9am in the Croft TBC
Good Friday
5th 	Easter Sunday
7th 	Coffee Morning closed
10th 	Slimming World 9am in the Croft
14th	Coffee Morning opens
Heaton Park WI 7pm
16th 	Community Lunchtime Drop In
17th	Slimming World 9am in the Croft
19th 	APCM after Mass 12.15pm
20th 	Parish School re-opens
21st	Coffee morning opens
23rd 	School Children’s Mass
24th	Slimming World 9am in the Croft
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