WELCOME TO ALL SAINTS CHURCH, OFFORD CLUNY
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All Saints, Offord Cluny is a Grade II listed example of a Gothic style church with Victorian and contemporary restorations.  

The Jacobean furnishings are excellent, while the church has a charming intimacy.

The church is mentioned in the Domesday Book but nothing from that 
period remains.

The name 'Cluny' comes from Cluny Abbey in the Bourgogne region of France
 and 
'D'Arcy' is first mentioned in records when, in 1279 "William de Broughton was holding a manor, with a common fishery, in Offord Darcy of the Abbot of Ramsey".


EXTERIOR
The building has walls of pebble and stone rubble with stone dressings.
Roof		 Is covered with tiles and formerly with lead until the lead was stolen 
 in November 2018
1250		The building was heightened and the clerestory was put up.
1260 		The nave arcade on the south side was put up.
1280		The nave arcade on the north side was put up.
1320	The south aisle was added and has beautiful decorated windows, a stone trail of ball flowers beneath the parapet.
1400		The bell tower was built with a lead coated timber spire.
1726	The present chancel was built with a traditional timber roof structure of rafters and clay tiles. There is a brick parapet end wall capped with stone copings. It has a stone inscribed LB 1726 in the east gable.
1851		The wooden spire was removed probably because the frame had rotted.
1851		The South porch was added.




INTERIOR
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CHANCEL
1726 			Refurbished
1850			Restored  
1850 to 1880		The North window is a memorial to the two young children of 
			Revd E B Turner who was the main donor behind the Victorian restoration.

ALTAR 
•	A good example of the Reformation-Jacobean period.  
•	According to tradition, it was once stolen by the people from a local village and rescued by 
Offord men who found it floating down the River Great Ouse.

NAVE  
· Begun in the 13th Century and finished in the 15th Century
· It was rebuilt in the 16th century
· It boasts a fine angelic roof
· The five figures represent: 
One with an alb and censer.			A kind of kilted garment with armour and staff.
A seraph with angelic wings and legs.	A warrior-like figure with cross, sword and 
One in prayerful attitude.	shield.
	All have hair bound with a cross and diadem.

PULPIT
· 15th Century and of good workmanship 
· The communion rails of similar style were given later by a distinguished Rector, Doctor Newcombe, who was Master of St John’s College, Cambridge
· The original school bell from the Newcombe school now hangs on the West end screen of All Saints
The Newcombe School, now used as a private home, was Doctor Newcombe’s benefaction to the village in 1733. 

CLERGYMAN’S PEW
15th century.


SOUTH CHAPEL AND WALL
This was clearly used as a chapel from when the church was first built as there is still a piscina in the south wall which was used for pouring away the holy water used by the priest during the Mass.  Now the Pathfinder Memorial Chapel.

THE FOUR BELLS  
1630 	Three of the bells were hung and cast by James Keene of Woodstock.  They are inscribed:
(1)   I K Jevs be our speed 1630
(2)   I K Praise the Lord 1630
(3)   IK + God Save our King 1630 **
1842	The fourth bell was added and cast by Thomas Mears of London.
	This bell was recast during the Victorian restoration.	
The bells are no longer rung or pulled but chimed by the use of ropes attached to the clappers.
** The king was Charles I, the second Stuart King of Great Britain.

FONT 
1853		The current octagonal font was installed.
Two parts of the medieval font are now in the churchyard by the path

ORGAN 
· The previous organ was a gigantic French harmonium type organ with a hand bellow at the side, pedal board and beautiful ornate wooden pipes
· It was possibly originally at St Peter’s Church, Offord Darcy but was sent to All Saints when St Peter’s acquired its pipe organ in 1912
· This organ was thought to be the only kind of harmonium of its kind still in existence however, it was found that the cost of restoration would be prohibitive after being stored in Mr Frank Eayrs (a local farmer and keen collector of local artefacts) barn and the damp, cold conditions in the church would have damaged the action and warped the beading
· Therefore the organ went to the Reed Organ and Harmonium Museum at Saltaire, Bradford, where it was fully restored in the mid 1970s.  Museum now closed
· The £800 contributed by the Museum went towards the cost of the electronic organ in the church today

THE NORTH WALL
· A list of Rectors dating back to 1215
· Two painted Commandment Boards dating from 1720 setting out the Ten Commandments
They used to hang each side of the altar but were removed to Mr Frank Eayrs barn.
            They were reinstated into the church to serve as a reminder of the standards needed 
for a stable and fruitful society.

The POST BOX 
· This is an unusual item to find in a church and it was formerly inserted into the wall of the Village Post Office.  When the post office closed in approx. 2000 the Village bought it and the Church was glad to house it as part of our history and for safe keeping.
PATHFINDER MEMORIAL CHAPEL AND WINDOW IN ALL SAINTS CHURCH

[image: ]The chapel commemorates the members of the 35-635 Pathfinder Squadrons of the Royal Air Force who were based at nearby Graveley during WW2 and beyond, and who gave their lives for their country.  








[image: ]The window in this chapel is dedicated to their memory and we are privileged also to have the Squadron Standard, which you can see hanging in this area of the church.

It was unveiled on Sunday 15th November 1998 by Mrs Ly Bennett, wife of the late Air Vice Marshal Don Bennett.





The story of the window

The eagle symbol of the RAF
This design was originally approved at an Air Council meeting on 1 August 1918, four months after the formation of the RAF on 1 April 1918.

The badge of 35 Squadron RAF (below the eagle)
Motto: 	“Uno animo agimus” (We act with one accord).
Badge: 	A horse’s head winged. The badge commemorates co-operation with the Cavalry during the First World War.
Authority:	King Edward VIII, October 1936.

The Dove 
This is the symbol of Peace, reminding us that these airmen were fighting to defeat the evil that faced us in the world at that time.

A Handley Page Halifax Mk III aircraft 
Used by 35 Squadron at RAF Graveley from 1943 to 1944.
Though 35 Squadron served throughout the war they were only at Graveley from 1942 to 1946, being one of the founder squadrons of the Pathfinder Group.



Flames of FIDO
RAF Graveley was the first operational RAF airfield to use a device known as FIDO (Fog Investigation and Dispersal Operation).  

It had two pipelines along both sides of the runway and petrol was pumped along them and then out through burner jets positioned at intervals along the pipelines.

The vapours were lit producing walls of flame which lifted the fog allowing aircraft to land safely.


The two churches
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AI-generated content may be incorrect.]

The churches represent the two villages set amid pleasant fields and woods reminding us that peace did return to the country after six years of conflict.

Though the airfield itself is called Graveley, which is where the main gate was located, most of it is within the parishes of Offord Darcy and Offord Cluny.

The bottom line of the window
This can be interpreted in two ways:
· perhaps as the River Great Ouse that links the two communities 
· or the sky in various shades of blue to black, remembering that the aircraft flew by day and by night.


Further information about the Pathfinders can be found at: http://airfields.fotopic.net/c1690744.html


Published by All Saints Church, Offord Cluny           2026
www.achurchnearyou.com/All-Saints-Offord-Cluny

AN AIRMAN’S PRAYER

By Sgt Observer Hugh Rowell Brodie
                      460 Sqn RAAF
Killed in Action 2 June 1942 aged 30


Almighty and all-present power,
Short is the prayer I make to thee,
I do not ask in battle hour
For any shield to cover me.

The vast unalterable way
From which the stars do not depart
May not be turned aside to stay
The bullet flying to my heart.

I ask no help to strike my foe,
I seek no petty victory here,
The enemy I hate, I know
To thee, O God, is also dear.

But this I pray: be at my side
When death is drawing through the sky,
Almighty God, who also died
Teach me the way that I should die.


A history of 35 Squadron
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