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Prayer Chain: If you would like immediate prayers for yourself or someone you know please contact the following (requests passed in confidence): Penny Ashton 07733 162342  or Judy Chiplen 01963 33834 for the Wincanton area, Helen Marley 01747 841082 for the Pen Selwood area, Pip Loxton 07849 329 727 for the Cucklington, Stoke Trister & Bayford area and Jean Brown 01963 32434 if you are in the Charlton Musgrove area. If you wish to be added to our Prayer List, please contact Rachel in the Parish Office on 01963 824503.

Please pray:
· For the long-term sick, the housebound and their carers
· For those of our fellowship and friends who are ill or recovering from operations: June Beech, Ann & Bryan Phillips, Sam (Gill Oaten’s Great Great Nephew),  Brenda Piper, Rosemary Watson, Elroi Manor, Oliver Feltham, Mavis Way, Andrew Gardner, Elizabeth Wise, Brian Dicker, Christopher Browne, Sandra Jones, Josie Dukes, Ben White, Anne Beaven, Grace Cox, Sandra James, Doug Puckett, Ken Madeley,  Julie, Rob Munday (Kath White’s son), Dawn Old, Mollie Carr. 
· For the family and friends of those who have died recently: John Chapman
· For Revd Lydia, the Churchwardens and Parish Reps to the PCC, the PCCs and congregations of our Benefice churches in Wincanton, Pen Selwood, Charlton Musgrove, Cucklington with Stoke Trister and Bayford as we work together to become one Benefice and to love and encourage one another and worship You 

The Churches in the Monarch Way Benefice are open every day for private prayer, though please note that St Peter and St Paul Church in Wincanton is not open during the weekend. 

Save the date! The Benefice Vision Day:
Sunday 26th April from 10.30am until 3.30pm – This will be a very important day in which we will worship and eat together and get to know each other better.  We will discover the lived history of the parish churches, and begin to find God’s Vision for our new Rector and the Benefice.  We’ll begin with Café Church and end at 3.30pm with a simple Communion Service.  Whether you are able to come for all or part of it – YOU will be very much needed at this day.  If you are able to volunteer to help please let me know. Lydia. Lydia.1cranbrookcottage@gmail.com. 

Safeguarding Officers:  The Monarch Way Benefice is committed to and complies with the duty under section 5 of the Safeguarding and Clergy Discipline measure 2016 on safeguarding children and vulnerable adults. 
Wincanton: Nicky King – 07484 637 381 safeguarding@wincantonparishchurch.co.uk 
Pen Selwood: Alanna Loder-Symonds – 07932 622 511 or email Alanna on safepen@wincantonparishchurch.co.uk 
Charlton Musgrove, Cucklington & Stoke Trister with Bayford: Safeguarding Contact is Jean Brown – 01963 32434


The Monarch Way Benefice is the working title for the new Benefice  comprising of  the Parishes of Cucklington, Charlton Musgrove, Pen Selwood, Stoke Trister with Bayford, and Wincanton
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1st March 2026  –  Lent 2




Everyone is very warmly welcome to our services: 

This week:  

9am	          St Michaels, Pen Selwood BA9 8LS	     Rise & Shine	   
10am             St Johns, Charlton Musgrove BA9 8HN      Café Church	   
10am             St Lawrences, Cucklingston BA9 9PT	     Said Communion
10:45am       St Peter & St Pauls, Wincanton BA9 9AJ    Holy Communion        
		   
 Readings:  Genesis 12: 1-4a; Romans 4: 1-5, 13-17 and John 3: 1-17		      


You’re very welcome to stay for refreshments after the services! Refreshments are served after all our morning services.  A loop system operates in St Andrews, St Peter & St Paul’s, St Michael’s, St John’s and St Stephen’s and a sound/audio system operates in St Lawrences. Please ask the person who welcomes you to church this morning if you need a large print service sheet. Large print hymn books are available in Wincanton. There is a Play area for children in Wincanton church. Ask your Churchwardens where the nearest toilets are, as there may not be a toilet in your Church! 

Next SUNDAY 8th March (Lent 3):

10:30am   St Stephen’s, Charlton Musgrove BA9 8ES – 
A special United Benefice Holy Communion with the Archdeacon of Wells, the Venerable Anne Gell (followed by a simple Lent Lunch at Kimber Farm for those who would like to come – no charge, but donations welcomed)        

Readings: Genesis 12: 1-4a; Romans 5: 1-11 and John 4: 5-42


Morning Readings for the Week Ahead:

	Day
	Psalm
	Reading

	Monday 2nd March
	32
	Hebrews 1

	Tuesday 3rd March 
	50
	Hebrews 2:1-9

	Wednesday 4th March
	35
	Hebrews 2:10-end

	Thursday 5th March
	34
	Hebrews 3:1-6

	Friday 6th March
	41
	Hebrews 3:7-end

	Saturday 7th March
	25
	Hebrews 4:1-13


March Services in Monarch Way Benefice:

Mothering Sunday 15th March

9am 		Holy Communion      	St Michaels, Pen Selwood
10am 		Morning Praise        	St Johns, Charlton Musgrove 
10:45am 	Family Service  		St Peter & St Pauls, Wincanton
6pm 		Evensong		St Lawrences, Cucklington

Sunday 22nd March

9am		 Holy Communion	St Lawrences, Cucklington
10:45am 	 Holy Communion        	St Peter & St Pauls, Wincanton
4pm 		 Evensong		St Michaels, Pen Selwood

Palm Sunday - 29th March

10am 		Holy Communion with Donkey Procession for Palm Sunday at
St Michaels,  Pen Selwood – United Benefice service, all welcome.
		    





















































Church Notices

Charlton Musgrove Church are helping two charities who are supporting Ukraine. If you would like to help they are collecting warm, good condition clothing and blankets, and new & used candles. Both can be left in St John’s Church (candles in the donation box) or contact Jean Brown on 01963 32434 or Jeremy Sellick on 01963 32174. Thank you.

Can you HELP? Wincanton Church are looking for a volunteer please to join the church cleaning team. This will only require you to clean, with another member of our team, for 2 hours once a quarter in March, June, September and December! If you could offer your help, it would be greatly appreciated. Please contact Elizabeth on 01963 34537. Thank you.
Stoke Trister Church are looking for 5 or 6 volunteers please to clean the church every 2 to 3 months (polishing, brushing up, brushing cobwebs down, vacuuming) 10-11am with refreshments provided. The next big clean is Tuesday 3rd March. If you would be able to help, please contact Christine on 01963 32311. Thank you .


COFFEE MORNINGS and other March events

Black Bin Café 	Held in Pen Selwood Village Hall every other Friday (13th & 27th March) 10:30am – 12:30pm a great social event and well worth a visit. Tea, coffee and wonderful cakes.  Please check www.penselwood.ning for more details. 

Every Monday	Coffee, Cake & Chat! 10am-12:00 noon in St John’s Church, Charlton Musgrove. Come along for cake and company!

Second Saturday of the month (next 14th March) Easter Coffee Morning in Wincanton 
Church! 10:00am – 12:00 noon.  Easter Raffle, Homemade Cakes &     Savouries, Bookstall &, Refreshments. Everybody welcome! 
We would be very grateful for Easter Egg donations for Raffle prizes for our coffee morning please, also donations of homemade cakes & sausage rolls would be hugely appreciated. Please bring your donations along to the coffee morning or see the Churchwardens. Raffle prizes can also be left with Rachel at the Parish Office.

Third Sunday of the month - Charlton Musgrove Coffee Morning takes place in Charlton 
Musgrove Memorial Hall 10:30am – 12:00 noon. Delicious homemade cakes and refreshments. £2 (for local charities). Everybody welcome! 

Last Saturday of the month - Cucklington Coffee Morning takes place in Cucklington 
Village Hall 10am – 12:00 noon. Delicious homemade cakes and refreshments. Everybody welcome! You can drop off your donations for Gillingham Food Bank at the same time!

28th March	Jumble Sale in Pen Selwood Village Hall 2pm–4pm. In aid of St Michael’s Church. Jumble, White Elephant, Raffle, Cakes & Produce. Everybody welcome! Please bring any jumble to the hall on Friday 27th between 2pm & 3pm. Cakes and produce to the hall on Saturday 28th from 10am-11am. Contact: Heather Doe 01747 840820 or Sandra Jenkins 01747 840773.

APCM DATES:
Wincanton APCM – Saturday 11th April at 11:45am after the coffee morning
Pen Selwood APCM – Sunday 17th May at 10.15am after the church service 
Charlton Musgrove – TBC   
Cucklington - TBC
Stoke Trister with Bayford - TBC


SUPPORTING OUR FOOD BANKS

Wincanton Food Bank is supported by Wincanton and Pen Selwood Churches and the Pen Veg Project. This week the food bank is in need of washing up liquid, cleaning cloths/scourers, cooking oil, tins of fruit, pulses and toilet paper. Donations can be left in the box at the back of Wincanton Church, or at the food bank when it is open – upstairs at Uncle Toms Cabin on Friday mornings 9:30am-12:00 noon.  Thank you for your continued support.
The Food Bank will soon be moving to new ground floor premises and need to build secure storage. To do this we need financial support. Even 50p would help! As always, we rely on the generosity of our community. Cash may be left at the Balsam centre in an envelope marked ‘Food Bank’. Bank Transfers may be made to The Balsam Centre, CAF Bank Ltd, Sort Code: 40-52-40, Account No: 00014504, Reference: Food Bank. Watch this space for details of the new premises…


Gillingham Food Bank is supported by Cucklington Social Group in association with the Village Hall Committee. The food bank is in need of jam, sponge puddings, tinned meat, tomato ketchup and UHT fruit juice. Please bring donations to the Village Hall on the last Saturday of each month 10am-12:00, conveniently also the coffee morning, in case people want to stop for a chat and delicious cake and coffee! Please do not leave food donations in the hall at any other time, you can leave donations in the porch at Longhill Cottage.

THANK YOU for your support. Our food banks always welcome dry goods, tins and jars (unopened with long dates) and very much appreciate all your kind donations 

PLANT SALES
Later in the Spring our Churches will be holding their annual plant sales! Please remember when you are starting to get back out into your greenhouses and sewing your seeds now, or dividing your plants, to sew a few more so we will have plenty of fruit, vegetable and flower plants for our plant sales! Thank you for your kind support.

Would you like to receive The Monarch Way + Sunday News via email weekly? Contact Rachel on 01963 824503 or office@wincantonparishchurch.co.uk to join the mailing list.
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