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With a running stream and a water-mill beating the 
darkness, 
And three trees on the low sky, 
And an old white horse galloped away in the mead-
ow. 
Then we came to a tavern with vine-leaves over the 
lintel, 
Six hands at an open door dicing for pieces of silver, 
And feet kicking the empty wine-skins. 
But there was no information, and so we continued 
And arriving at evening, not a moment too soon 
Finding the place; it was (you may say) satisfactory. 
All this was a long time ago, I remember, 
And I would do it again, but set down 
This set down 
This: were we led all that way for 
Birth or Death? There was a birth, certainly, 
We had evidence and no doubt. I had seen birth and 
death, 
But had thought they were different; this Birth was 
Hard and bitter agony for us, like Death, our death. 
We returned to our places, these Kingdoms, 
But no longer at ease here, in the old dispensation, 
With an alien people clutching their gods. 
I should be glad of another death. 
 
T.S. Eliot (1927) 
Published by Faber and Faber 
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All Saints’ Parish Church  

With St Wilfrid’s, St Ann and St Cuthbert’s 

Sunday 4th  January 2026 

The Epiphany (tr) 

Festal Eucharist 

Uneasy lies the head that wears the crown 

This is possibly the most famous line across this pair 

of Shakespeare plays and studies in kingship: Henry IV 

Part 2, Act 3, scene 1. 

The head of our newborn king will be lying easy for a 

good long time yet.   Contrast that with the heads of 

the two King Herods in Jesus’s life: Herod the Great, 

at the time of Jesus’s birth, paranoid, jealous and du-

plicitous; and his weak son, Herod Antipas, outma-

noeuvred into serving up the head of John the Baptist 

on plate— a man whom he had admired—for the 

sake of honouring a careless promise to a dancing 

girl.   

These Herods were uneasy, insecure people, pushing 

the limits of their power as puppet kings under Ro-

man puppet masters.   They may well have been 

aware of the essays in kingship found in Isaiah 60.1-

12.   They were too weak and compromised to adhere 

to the advice, etched into the memory of Matthew. 

The magi (literally ‘possessors of mysterious wisdom’) 

are not really kings, but they bring ‘kingly’ symbols as 

gifts, and also are models of wise governance: they 

seek, they find, and they adapt or moderate their 

expectations, lessons for us all. 

Fr A 



2 

Welcome to the Eucharist, also known as  
Holy Communion or The Mass 

This act of worship is a partnership between 
the priest and the people who: 

• greet each other in the Lord’s name 

• confess their sins and, if repentant, are 
assured of God’s forgiveness 

• keep silence and pray a Collect  
( a special prayer or collection of 
thoughts for that day) 

• proclaim and respond to the word of 
God in scripture and reflect on it 

• pray for the Church, the world and 
those in need 

• exchange the Peace (this should be a 
simple gesture, not a major interrup-
tion to the flow of the service) 

• prepare the table (it is only a table, 
but it becomes an altar) 

• pray the Eucharistic Prayer (listen 
along and pray, and over time these 
words will become more familiar to 
you. 

• break the bread (which recalls Christ’s 
body, broken on the Cross) 

• receive communion (or a blessing  
instead) 

• depart with God’s blessing, to go in 
peace to love and serve the Lord 

If you have arrived very late, relax!   Sit still 
and make your confession knowing God un-
derstands and loves you.   Then read the Gos-
pel, and join us in full when you are ready. 
 
 
Safeguarding 
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 Balthazar  
4 Myrrh is mine; its bitter perfume 
 breathes a life of gathering gloom; 
 sorrowing, sighing, bleeding, dying, 
 sealed in the stone-cold tomb: 
 Chorus  
 
 All  
5 Glorious now, behold him arise, 
 King and God, and sacrifice! 
 heaven sings alleluia, 
 alleluia the earth replies: 
 Chorus  
 
John Henry Hopkins (1820-1891) 
 

Blessing 
The peace of God, 
which passes all understanding, 
keep your hearts and minds 
in the knowledge and love of God, 
and of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord; 
and the blessing of God almighty, 
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 
be among you and remain with you always. 
Amen. 

The Dismissal 
 
 
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
In the name of Christ. Amen. 
 

Voluntary 
Paean       Philip Moore 
 

 
The Journey of the Magi 
 
A cold coming we had of it, 
Just the worst time of the year 
For a journey, and such a long journey: 
The ways deep and the weather sharp, 
The very dead of winter.” 
And the camels galled, sore-footed, refractory, 
Lying down in the melting snow. 
There were times we regretted 
The summer palaces on slopes, the terraces, 
And the silken girls bringing sherbet. 
Then the camel men cursing and grumbling 
And running away, and wanting their liquor and wom-
en, 
And the night-fires going out, and the lack of shelters, 
And the cities hostile and the towns unfriendly 
And the villages dirty and charging high prices: 
A hard time we had of it. 
At the end we preferred to travel all night, 
Sleeping in snatches, 
With the voices singing in our ears, saying 
That this was all folly. 
Then at dawn we came down to a temperate valley, 
Wet, below the snow line, smelling of  
vegetation; 
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When He is King they will clothe Him in grave-
sheets,  
Myrrh for embalming, and wood for a crown,  
He that lies now in the white arms of Mary  
Sleeping so lightly on Bethlehem Down.  

Here He has peace and a short while for dreaming,  
Close-huddled oxen to keep Him from cold,  
Mary for love, and for lullaby music  
Songs of a shepherd by Bethlehem fold. 
Bruce Blunt 
Music by Peter Warlock 
Sung by Voces8 

 
 

The Post Communion Prayers  
Lord God, the bright splendour whom the nations 
seek: may we who with the wise men have been 
drawn by your light discern the glory of your pres-
ence in your Son, the Word made flesh, Jesus 
Christ our Lord. 
 
 
Almighty God, 
we thank you for feeding us 
with the body and blood of your Son Jesus 
Christ. 
Through him we offer you our souls and bodies 
to be a living sacrifice. 
Send us out in the power of your Spirit 
to live and work 
to your praise and glory. 
Amen. 

Hymn 
 
 
The Kings  
1 We three kings of Orient are; 
 bearing gifts we traverse afar 
 field and fountain, moor and mountain, 
 following yonder star: 
 
 O star of wonder, star of night,  
 star with royal beauty bright,  
 westward leading, still proceeding,  
 guide us to thy perfect light.  
 
 Melchior  
2 Born a king on Bethlehem plain, 
 gold I bring, to crown him again- 
 King for ever, ceasing never, 
 over us all to reign: 
 Chorus  
 
 Caspar  
3 Frankincense to offer have I; 
 incense owns a deity nigh: 
 prayer and praising, all men raising, 
 worship him, God most high: 
 Chorus  
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Music before the service 
Wie schön leuchtet der Morgenstern BWV 739        J.S. Bach 
(How beautifully shines the  Morning Star) 

The Gathering Hymn 
1 As with gladness men of old 
 did the guiding star behold, 
 as with joy they hailed its light, 
 leading onward, beaming bright; 
 so, most gracious Lord, may we 
 evermore be led to thee. 
 
2 As with joyful steps they sped, 
 to that lowly manger-bed, 
 there to bend the knee before 
 him whom heaven and earth adore; 
 so may we with willing feet 
 ever seek thy mercy-seat. 
 
3 As they offered gifts most rare 
 at that manger rude and bare, 
 so may we with holy joy, 
 pure and free from sin's alloy, 
 all our costliest treasures bring, 
 Christ, to thee, our heavenly King. 
 
4 Holy Jesu, every day 
 keep us in the narrow way, 
 and, when earthly things are past, 
 bring our ransomed souls at last 
 where they need no star to guide, 
 where no clouds thy glory hide. 
 
5 In the heavenly country bright 
 need they no created light; 
 thou its light, its joy, its crown, 
 thou its sun which goes not down; 
 there for ever may we sing 
 alleluias to our King. 
 
William Chatterton Dix (1837-1898) 

 
In the name of the Father, 
and of the Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 

The Greeting 
 
Grace, mercy and peace 
from God our Father 
and the Lord Jesus Christ 
be with you 
and also with you. 

Prayer of Preparation 
Almighty God, 
to whom all hearts are open, 
all desires known, 
and from whom no secrets are hidden: 
cleanse the thoughts of our hearts 
by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 
that we may perfectly love you, 
and worthily magnify your holy name; 
through Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
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Prayers of Penitence 
The grace of God has dawned upon the world 
through our Saviour Jesus Christ, 
who sacrificed himself for us to purify a people as 
his own. 
Let us confess our sins. 
 
Most merciful God, 
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
we confess that we have sinned 
in thought, word and deed. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart. 
We have not loved our neighbours as ourselves. 
In your mercy 
forgive what we have been, 
help us to amend what we are, 
and direct what we shall be; 
that we may do justly, 
love mercy, 
and walk humbly with you, our God. 
Amen. 

 
The president says 

Almighty God, 
who forgives all who truly repent, 
have mercy upon you, 
pardon and deliver you from all your sins, 
confirm and strengthen you in all goodness, 
and keep you in life eternal; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

Gloria in Excelsis 
Glory to God in the highest, 
and peace to his people on earth. 
Lord God, heavenly King, 
almighty God and Father, 
we worship you, we give you thanks, 
we praise you for your glory. 
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, 
Lord God, Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world: 
have mercy on us; 
you are seated at the right hand of the Father: 
receive our prayer. 
For you alone are the Holy One, 
you alone are the Lord, 
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, 
with the Holy Spirit, 
in the glory of God the Father. 
Amen. 

The Collect 
 

O God, who by the leading of a star 
manifested your only Son to the peoples of the 
earth: mercifully grant that we, 
who know you now by faith, 
may at last behold your glory face to face; 
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 
who is alive and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. 
Amen. 
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The Prayer continues and leads into the doxology, 
by whom, and with whom, and in whom, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
all honour and glory be yours, almighty Father, 
for ever and ever. 
Amen. 

 
The Lord’s Prayer 

Let us pray with confidence as our Saviour has 
taught us 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name; 
thy kingdom come; 
thy will be done; 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation; 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
the power and the glory, 
for ever and ever. 
Amen. 
 

Breaking of the Bread 
The president breaks the consecrated bread. 

We break this bread 
to share in the body of Christ. 
Though we are many, we are one body, 
because we all share in one bread. 

 
 

The Agnus Dei 
Jesus, Lamb of God, 
have mercy on us. 
Jesus, bearer of our sins, 
have mercy on us. 
Jesus, redeemer of the world, 
grant us peace. 

 
Giving of Communion 

Jesus is the Lamb of God 
who takes away the sin of the world. 
Blessed are those who are called to his supper. 
Lord, I am not worthy to receive you, 
but only say the word, and I shall be healed. 
 
The president and people receive communion. 
Silence is kept. 
 
 

Music  after Communion 
When He is King we will give him the King's gifts,  
Myrrh for its sweetness, and gold for a crown,  
"Beautiful robes", said the young girl to Joseph  
Fair with her first-born on Bethlehem Down.  

Bethlehem Down is full of the starlight  
Winds for the spices, and stars for the gold,  
Mary for sleep, and for lullaby music  
Songs of a shepherd by Bethlehem fold.  
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The Liturgy of the Sacrament 
 

The Peace 
Our Saviour Christ is the Prince of Peace. 
Of the increase of his government and of peace 
there shall be no end. 
 
The peace of the Lord be always with you 
and also with you. 
 
Let us offer one another a sign of peace. 
All may exchange a sign of peace. 

 
Preparation of the Table 

 
Taking of the Bread and Wine 

 
The Eucharistic Prayer 

 
The Lord be with you 
and also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give thanks and praise. 
 
All honour and praise be yours always  
and everywhere, 
mighty creator, ever-living God, 
through Jesus Christ your only Son our Lord: 
for at this time we celebrate your glory 
made present in our midst. 
In the coming of the magi 
the King of all the world was revealed to the  
nations. 
In the waters of baptism 
Jesus was revealed as the Christ, 
the Saviour sent to redeem us. 
In the water made wine 
the new creation was revealed at the wedding 
feast. 
Poverty was turned to riches, sorrow into joy. 
Therefore with all the angels of heaven 
we lift our voices to proclaim the glory of your 
name 
and sing our joyful hymn of praise: 
 
Holy, holy, holy Lord, 
God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 

 
The president recalls the Last Supper, 
 

Great is the mystery of faith: 
 
Christ has died: 
Christ is risen: 
Christ will come again. 
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The Liturgy of the Word 
 

Readings 
Isaiah 60.1-6 
Arise, shine; for your light has come, 
   and the glory of the Lord has risen upon you. 
2 For darkness shall cover the earth, 
   and thick darkness the peoples; 
but the Lord will arise upon you, 
   and his glory will appear over you. 
3 Nations shall come to your light, 
   and kings to the brightness of your dawn. 
4 Lift up your eyes and look around; 
   they all gather together, they come to you; 
your sons shall come from far away, 
   and your daughters shall be carried on their nurses’ 
arms. 
5 Then you shall see and be radiant; 
   your heart shall thrill and rejoice, 
because the abundance of the sea shall be brought to 
you, 
   the wealth of the nations shall come to you. 
6 A multitude of camels shall cover you, 
   the young camels of Midian and Ephah; 
   all those from Sheba shall come. 
They shall bring gold and frankincense, 
   and shall proclaim the praise of the Lord. 
 
This is the word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
Ephesians 3.1-12 
This is the reason that I Paul am a prisoner for Christ 
Jesus for the sake of you Gentiles— 2for surely you 
have already heard of the commission of God’s grace 
that was given to me for you, 3and how the mystery 
was made known to me by revelation, as I wrote 
above in a few words, 4a reading of which will enable 
you to perceive my understanding of the mystery of 
Christ. 5In former generations this mystery was not 
made known to humankind, as it has now been re-
vealed to his holy apostles and prophets by the Spir-
it: 6that is, the Gentiles have become fellow-heirs, 
members of the same body, and sharers in the prom-
ise in Christ Jesus through the gospel. 
7 Of this gospel I have become a servant according to 
the gift of God’s grace that was given to me by the 
working of his power. 8Although I am the very least of 
all the saints, this grace was given to me to bring to 
the Gentiles the news of the boundless riches of 
Christ, 9and to make everyone see what is the plan of 
the mystery hidden for ages in God who created all 
things; 10so that through the church the wisdom of 
God in its rich variety might now be made known to 
the rulers and authorities in the heavenly plac-
es. 11This was in accordance with the eternal purpose 
that he has carried out in Christ Jesus our Lord, 12in 
whom we have access to God in boldness and confi-
dence through faith in him. 
 

This is the word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 



6 

 
Gospel Reading 

Alleluia, alleluia. 
Christ was revealed in flesh, proclaimed among 
the nations 
and believed in throughout the world. 

 
 

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ accord-
ing to Matthew 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in 
Bethlehem of Judea, wise men from the East came 
to Jerusalem, 2asking, ‘Where is the child who has 
been born king of the Jews? For we observed his 
star at its rising, and have come to pay him hom-
age.’ 3When King Herod heard this, he was fright-
ened, and all Jerusalem with him; 4and calling to-
gether all the chief priests and scribes of the peo-
ple, he inquired of them where the Messiah was to 
be born. 5They told him, ‘In Bethlehem of Judea; 
for so it has been written by the prophet: 
6 “And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, 
   are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; 
for from you shall come a ruler 
   who is to shepherd my people Israel.” ’ 
7 Then Herod secretly called for the wise men and 
learned from them the exact time when the star 
had appeared. 8Then he sent them to Bethlehem, 
saying, ‘Go and search diligently for the child; and 
when you have found him, bring me word so that I 
may also go and pay him homage.’ 9When they had 
heard the king, they set out; and there, ahead of 
them, went the star that they had seen at its ris-
ing, until it stopped over the place where the child 
was. 10When they saw that the star had 
stopped, they were overwhelmed with joy. 11On 
entering the house, they saw the child with Mary 
his mother; and they knelt down and paid him 
homage. Then, opening their treasure-chests, they 
offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and 
myrrh. 12And having been warned in a dream not 
to return to Herod, they left for their own country 
by another road. 
Matthew 2.1-12 

 
At the end 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 

Sermon 
 

The Creed 
We believe in one God, 
the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, 
seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, 

eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
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true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father; 
through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation  
he came down from heaven, 
was incarnate from the Holy Spirit  
and the Virgin Mary 
and was made man. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again 
in accordance with the Scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and 
the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
who with the Father and the Son is worshipped and 
glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic 
Church. 
We acknowledge one baptism  
for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
and the life of the world to come. 
Amen. 
 

Prayers of Intercession 
Cycle of Prayer 
Our bishops: David, Mark and Matthew 
The Anglican Communion 
The Church of the Province of Central Africa 
Porvoo Communion 
Church of England: Diocese of London 

Church of Norway: Diocese of Sør-Hålogaland 
(Bodø), 
Schools and Colleges 
All Saints; St Wilfrid’s; Briscoe Lane Academy;  
Christ the King; Co-op Academy Broadhurst;  
Oldham Blue Coat;  Trinity High School; Bowdoin Col-
lege, Maine; Churchill College, Cambridge; University 
of Coventry;  Edge Hill University; University of Leeds. 
Parish  
Barkworth Walk, Bayswater Avenue, Beckford Street, 
Benville Walk, Benin Walk, Bergman Walk, Berry 
Brow. 
Book of Remembrance 
Kathleen Fawcett; Eva Booth; Jane Sheehan; Joyce 
Buchanan; Thomas Sarson; Mona Stirrup; Joan Pollitt; 
Gina Brooks; William Walmsley; William Roberts; Ru-
pert Spence; Sgt Arthur Clarke; Mary Johnson; Enid 
Howard; Walter Burke; Jane Beattie; Mary Chidlow. 

 
Merciful Father, 
accept these prayers 
for the sake of your Son, 
our Saviour Jesus Christ. 
Amen. 


