Dear All
I am writing this just after Storm Goretti as caused havoc across parts of the country and introduced an element of unpredictability in some of our lives. I needed to travel from Yorkshire to Somerset to take a family funeral during the time the storm was forecast and had to constantly change the plans I’d made to fit around the weather.  Rest assured we all made it there safely and the storm only caused minor impact. Nevertheless, this experience tested my love to be organised and make plans that I can reliably carry out. 
I’m sure that God has a sense of humour, as being called into ordained ministry regularly tests my love for living an ordered life with things fitting into my preplanned day. Of course, twenty-four years of working in the NHS where no day ever runs to plan, has given me some preparation for this. However, I continue to learn the importance of living flexibly and having margin in each day for the unexpected. A year or so ago, my diary would be packed weeks in advance, but I have learned that each day needs space in it where we can be present and available for God and needs of ourselves and others. 
To learn more about diary planning for 2026, I would like to turn our focus onto Jesus and the story of him meeting the woman at the well in Samaria.  If you don’t know this story it’s in chapter 4 in John’s Gospel and I recommend you have a read.  At the time Jesus was having great success in his public ministry, baptising more people than even John the Baptist had.  He had a huge public following, but some groups of people, including the Pharisees, were beginning to mistrust him. To avoid conflict from these groups Jesus decided to return home to North Galilee. The shortest way home was via Samaria, a town that most Jews avoided as they were in conflict with the Samaritans. However, Jesus aways countercultural in his actions, purposely chose to travel through Samaria and reached it in the middle of the day when the son was at its hottest.  Jesus, fully God but also fully human, felt tired and thirsty after his travels and takes rest at the well where he meets a Samaritan woman.  
This encounter teaches us several things, but one of the things that I’d like us to notice is time that Jesus has for others.  He does not sit at the well with the woman for five minutes and then say that he needs to go as he has lots planned in for the rest of his day and he’s already behind on schedule.  Jesus has margin in his day, to accommodate the time and conversation with the woman. He listens to her and shows her that he knows and understands her; through which he allows her to experience and meet with the living God. Furthermore, Jesus ends up staying an extra two days in Samaria. Through his encounter with one woman at the well, many others come to know God. 
What does your diary look like over the next month or so?  Would you be able to stay an extra two days somewhere if needed? Are there gaps in each day for you to have the margin in your life that Jesus had? Time to be with God, time for yourself, time for others as and when needed? I am by no means an expert in this field, but I am learning the benefits of living a life that is not completely planned.  For when we live and work from a place of rest, we are paradoxically able to be more productive - having time and space to listen to and see where God is at work and to be there for others at the times when they most need it.  
So, as we approach Lent, I am once again thinking about how to introduce more margin into my daily life and would like to encourage you to do the same. Find space in your diary for God and you. If one of the spaces happens to be on the evening of Ash Wednesday, I highly recommend that you join us for the 7pm service in Rufforth. It is one of my favourite services of the year, and a great way to start Lent with lots of peace, time and space. You might also like to join us at All Saints, Long Marston for our Lent talks each Wednesday evening (7 – 8:30pm), where we will be looking at finding God in the ordinary.
I am aware that having told you to not fill your diaries, I am now giving you something to put in them!  It would be lovely to see you if you can join us, but I hope that Lent also gives you the time and space to just “be”. 
Karen
