Sermon: 4th January 2026 – Westmill & Buntingford							Epiphany

READING 1: Ephesians 3:1-12: Paul’s Ministry to the Gentiles
3 This is the reason that I Paul am a prisoner for[a] Christ Jesus for the sake of you Gentiles— 2 for surely you have already heard of the commission of God’s grace that was given to me for you, 3 and how the mystery was made known to me by revelation, as I wrote above in a few words, 4 a reading of which will enable you to perceive my understanding of the mystery of Christ. 5 In former generations this mystery[b] was not made known to humankind, as it has now been revealed to his holy apostles and prophets by the Spirit: 6 that is, the Gentiles have become fellow-heirs, members of the same body, and sharers in the promise in Christ Jesus through the gospel.
7 Of this gospel I have become a servant according to the gift of God’s grace that was given to me by the working of his power. 8 Although I am the very least of all the saints, this grace was given to me to bring to the Gentiles the news of the boundless riches of Christ, 9 and to make everyone see[c] what is the plan of the mystery hidden for ages in[d] God who created all things; 10 so that through the church the wisdom of God in its rich variety might now be made known to the rulers and authorities in the heavenly places. 11 This was in accordance with the eternal purpose that he has carried out in Christ Jesus our Lord, 12 in whom we have access to God in boldness and confidence through faith in him.




READING 2: Matthew 2: 1-12:  The Visit of the Wise Men
2 In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, wise men[a] from the East came to Jerusalem, 2 asking, ‘Where is the child who has been born king of the Jews? For we observed his star at its rising,[b] and have come to pay him homage.’ 3 When King Herod heard this, he was frightened, and all Jerusalem with him; 4 and calling together all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the Messiah[c] was to be born. 5 They told him, ‘In Bethlehem of Judea; for so it has been written by the prophet:
6 “And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no means least among the rulers of Judah;
for from you shall come a ruler who is to shepherd[d] my people Israel.”’
7 Then Herod secretly called for the wise men[e] and learned from them the exact time when the star had appeared. 8 Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, ‘Go and search diligently for the child; and when you have found him, bring me word so that I may also go and pay him homage.’ 9 When they had heard the king, they set out; and there, ahead of them, went the star that they had seen at its rising,[f] until it stopped over the place where the child was. 10 When they saw that the star had stopped,[g] they were overwhelmed with joy. 11 On entering the house, they saw the child with Mary his mother; and they knelt down and paid him homage. Then, opening their treasure-chests, they offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. 12 And having been warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they left for their own country by another road.

Sermon: “Going Home by Another Way”
Introduction
There are moments in life when an encounter—holy, unexpected, disruptive—changes us so deeply that we cannot return to the life we knew in the same way. Scripture gives us two such moments today: Paul’s revelation of God’s mystery in Ephesians 3, and the journey of the Magi in Matthew 2. Both passages speak of transformation. Both speak of revelation. And both insist that after meeting Christ, you cannot go back the way you came.
The Magi literally go home by another road.
Paul spiritually goes home by another identity.
And we—if we take these texts seriously—are invited to do the same.
Let’s look at The Magi and a journey that changes the Travellers
Matthew tells us that the Magi arrive in Jerusalem following a star. They come seeking a king, expecting palaces, power, and prestige. Instead, they find a vulnerable child in a humble home. And yet, in that smallness, they recognise glory.
They kneel. 
They worship.   
They offer gifts.
And then—Matthew says something profound:
“They returned to their own country by another way.”
Yes, this is practical—they are avoiding Herod.
But spiritually, it is a declaration.
They cannot go back the same way because they are not the same people.
They came as seekers.  
They return as witnesses.
They came following a star.  
They return carrying a revelation. 
They came with questions.  
They return with worship.
When you truly encounter Christ, the road behind you is no longer the road ahead of you.
If we look at Paul: His is a Life Rewritten by Grace
In Ephesians 3, Paul speaks of a mystery revealed—something hidden for ages but now made known:
that the Gentiles are fellow heirs, members of the same body, sharers in the promise of Christ.
This revelation doesn’t just change Paul’s theology.
It changes Paul himself.
He was once a persecutor.  Now he is a preacher.
He was once a gatekeeper. Now he is a door-opener.
He was once certain of who was “in” and who was “out.” Now he proclaims a gospel that breaks down every wall.
Paul cannot go back to the old way of seeing the world.
He cannot return to the old road of exclusion, violence, and self-righteousness.  Christ has changed him too deeply.
Like the Magi, Paul goes home by another way—
not geographically, but spiritually, relationally, vocationally.

Transformation Always Sends Us on a New Path
Both stories teach us something essential about the Christian life:
Encounter leads to transformation. 
Transformation leads to a new direction.
Because it is quite hard to meet Christ and remain unchanged.
Sometimes this “other way” is dramatic—
a new calling, a new purpose, a new identity.
Sometimes it is quieter—
a softened heart, a reconciled relationship, a renewed hope or simply a sense of peace.
But it is always real.
The Magi’s new way home is a symbol of the inner change that has taken place.
Paul’s new mission is the outward expression of the grace he has received.
And for us? Well, the invitation is the same.
So What Does It Mean for Us to Go Home by Another Way?
It means we allow Christ to interrupt our patterns.
To challenge our assumptions.
To re-route our habits.
To transform our fears.
To widen our compassion.
To deepen our courage.
It means we stop returning to the same old cycles—
the same resentments, the same anxieties, the same self-doubt, the same ways of seeing others.
It means we let the light of Christ guide us into a new way of being.
Maybe the “other way” for us is forgiveness.
Maybe it is courage.
Maybe it is letting go of something that has held us captive.
Maybe it is stepping into something God has been calling us towards.
The Magi didn’t know the new road before they took it.
Paul didn’t know where grace would lead him.
And we rarely know either.
But transformation always asks us to trust the God who guides us.
Church is also a Community that Walks a New Way
Ephesians reminds us that the mystery of Christ is not just personal—it is communal.
The church is meant to be a people who walk differently.
A people who refuse the old roads of division, fear, and hostility.
A people who embody the “manifold wisdom of God” by living reconciled, generous, courageous lives.
When the world expects us to return by the same old path, we show that Christ has given us another way.
So, The Road Ahead…
As we stand at the threshold of a new season, a new year, a new chapter, the question is simple:
Which road will we take home?
The familiar one— the one shaped by old fears, old habits, old wounds?
Or the new one - the one shaped by grace, revelation, and  transformation?
The Magi show us that worship leads to a new direction.
Paul shows us that grace leads to a new identity.
Christ shows us that the way home is always different after encountering Him.
May we, too, go home by another way—
changed, renewed, and guided by the light that still shines in the darkness.
Amen.




Epiphany Intercessions
🌍 For the World
God of light,
as the star once guided travellers from distant lands, shine upon the nations of the world.
Where there is conflict, reveal paths to peace.
Where creation groans, inspire us to be faithful stewards.
Where people live in fear or hunger, let your justice break through like dawn.
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
👑 For the King
God of all wisdom,
bless our King with clarity, compassion, and courage.
As the Magi offered their gifts, may he offer his service for the good of all,
seeking truth, honour, and the flourishing of every community he represents.
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
🏛️ For Leaders and Those in Authority
Guiding God,
grant insight to all who hold responsibility in government, public service, and civic life.
May they be led not by ambition but by a desire to serve. Where decisions are difficult, reveal the way of justice and mercy.
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
⛪ For the Church
Lord Jesus, Light of the World,
as you were revealed to the nations, reveal yourself again through your Church. Strengthen all who preach, teach, and serve. Make us a people who shine with your love, welcoming the searching, comforting the weary, and pointing always to you. 
And we prayer particularly for the discernment of our new Bishop of St Albans as interviews will take place later this month and we ask that you would be close to all those entrusted with making the decision.
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
🏘️ For Our Local Community
God who dwells among us,
bless our neighbourhoods, our homes, and all who live and work here.
Where there is loneliness, bring friendship.
Where there is need, stir generosity.
Where there is division, kindle understanding.
May your light be seen in the ordinary places of our daily lives.
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
📚 For the New Year: Return to School and Work
God of new beginnings,
as we step into a new year, guide all returning to schools, colleges, and workplaces.
Give students curiosity and confidence;
give teachers and staff patience and joy;
give workers energy, purpose, and balance.
May this year be one where your wisdom leads us and your light steadies us.
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
❤️‍🩹 For the Sick
Healing God,
we bring before you all who suffer in body, mind, or spirit.
Shine your light into places of pain, uncertainty, or fear.
Give strength to carers, medical staff, and all who support others.
In your compassion, bring comfort and hope.
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
🕊️ For Those Who Have Died
God of eternal light,
we remember those who have died and those who mourn their loss.
As the star led the Magi to Christ,
lead all who have died into the fullness of your presence.
Surround the grieving with your peace,
and let the promise of your kingdom bring comfort.
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
Lord of revelation and light, gather all our prayers—spoken and unspoken—into your loving heart.
Guide us, as you guided the Magi, so that we may walk in your light and share your hope with the world.
Through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
