	
	
	



Newchurch, Croft and Winwick  Group Ministry

Second Sunday of Advent 
7 December 2025
  Team Holy Communion at CCC

Welcome to our fellowship of believers this day as we witness the glorious revelation of the prophets concerning the coming of the Messiah and kindle the second candle of Advent

This is the Second Sunday of Advent
Advent 2 continues the path started in the first week by looking forward to Christ’s first and second coming.  Advent 2 focuses on the Prophets of the Old Testament foretelling Christ’s coming in judgment and peace, and the church’s hopeful expectation of the completion of his promises.

Collect
Almighty God, purify our hearts and minds,
that when your Son Jesus Christ comes again as
judge and saviour we may be ready to receive him,
who is our Lord and our God.

Post Communion
Father in heaven, who sent your Son to redeem the world and will send him again to be our judge:
give us grace so to imitate him in the humility and purity of his first coming
that, when he comes again, we may be ready to greet him with joyful love and firm faith;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Reading 1: Isaiah 11.1-10
A shoot will come up from the stump of Jesse;
from his roots a Branch will bear fruit.

2 The Spirit of the LORD will rest on him—
the Spirit of wisdom and of understanding,
the Spirit of counsel and of might,
the Spirit of the knowledge and fear of the LORD— 3 and he will delight in the fear of the LORD. He will not judge by what he sees with his eyes or decide by what he hears with his ears; 4 but with righteousness he will judge the needy, with justice he will give decisions for the poor of the earth. He will strike the earth with the rod of his mouth; with the breath of his lips he will slay the wicked. 

5 Righteousness will be his belt and faithfulness the sash around his waist. 6 The wolf will live with the lamb, the leopard will lie down with the goat, the calf and the lion and the yearling together; and a little child will lead them. 7 The cow will feed with the bear, their young will lie down together, and the lion will eat straw like the ox. 8 The infant will play near the cobra’s den, and the young child will put its hand into the viper’s nest. 9 They will neither harm nor destroy on all my holy mountain,
for the earth will be filled with the knowledge of the LORD as the waters cover the sea. 10 In that day the Root of Jesse will stand as a banner for the peoples; the nations will rally to him, and his resting place will be glorious. 11 In that day the [image: ]Lord will reach out his hand a second time to reclaim the surviving remnant of his people from Assyria, from Lower Egypt, from Upper Egypt, from Cush, from Elam, from Babylonia, from Hamath and from the islands of the Mediterranean.

Reading 2:  Romans 15:4-9
Brothers and sisters: Whatever was written previously was written for our instruction,
that by endurance and by the encouragement of the Scriptures we might have hope. May the God of endurance and encouragement grant you to think in harmony with one another, in keeping with Christ Jesus, that with one accord you may with one voice glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. Welcome one another, then, as Christ welcomed you, for the glory of God. For I say that Christ became a minister of the circumcised to show God's truthfulness, to confirm the promises to the patriarchs, but so that the Gentiles might glorify God for his mercy. As it is written: Therefore, I will praise you among the Gentiles and sing praises to your name.

R. Alleluia, alleluia.
The Spirit of the LORD will rest on him—
the Spirit of wisdom and of understanding,
R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Gospel: Matthew 3:1-12
[image: ]John the Baptist appeared, preaching in the desert of Judea and saying, "Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand!" It was of him that the prophet Isaiah had spoken when he said:

A voice of one crying out in the desert,
Prepare the way of the Lord,
make straight his paths.

John wore clothing made of camel's hair and had a leather belt around his waist. His food was locusts and wild honey. At that time Jerusalem, all Judea, and the whole region around the Jordan were going out to him and were being baptized by him in the Jordan River as they acknowledged their sins. When he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees coming to his baptism, he said to them, "You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the coming wrath? Produce good fruit as evidence of your repentance. And do not presume to say to yourselves, 'We have Abraham as our father.'
For I tell you God can raise up children to Abraham from these stones. Even now the ax lies at the root of the trees. Therefore, every tree that does not bear good fruit will be cut down and thrown into the fire. I am baptizing you with water, for repentance, but the one who is coming after me is mightier than I. I am not worthy to carry his sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. His winnowing fan is in his hand. He will clear his threshing floor and gather his wheat into his barn, but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire."

Times of Fellowship this week

Tuesday 9 December 
@10.00am: Communion Newchurch Parish Hall
@ 1.30pm: Explorers: What are Carols really saying?  Christ Church, Croft, Parish Hall
@ 7.30 Quiet Communion for Advent – All Saints, Glazebury
 
Wednesday 10 December @9.00am: 
Morning Prayer at Christ Church, Croft

Thursday 11 December @ 9.00am:          
Morning Prayer at St Oswald’s

Friday 12 December – Christmas Tree Festival at Newchurch

Saturday 13 December – Christmas Crafts at Newchurch

Sunday 14 December – Advent 3 - Toy Service @10.30am at St Oswald’s

Pray for the humanitarian catastrophe in Sudan

Heavenly Father, we lift up Sudan and pray for stability in the region. May those who covet power and those who seek to fight choose to walk the
path of peace. Bring justice and healing to this divided land, we pray. Out of this darkness, we pray that light will come.

We pray for a government that respects equality and religious freedom. May Your church in this land reflect Your humility, forgiveness and love,
And so act as a signpost to the possibility of a different way of life. Bring hope for those who feel helpless, Healing for those who have been wounded, and safety for all those who feel afraid.
Amen.

“He will not judge by what he sees with his eyes or decide by what he hears with his ears; but with fairness he will care for the needy”
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