260104 The Epiphany (tr)

Collect

0 God,

who by the leading of a star

manifested your only Son to the peoples of the earth:
mercifully grant that we,

who know you now by faith,

may at last behold your glory face to face;
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord,
who is alive and reigns with you,

in the unity of the Holy Spirit,

one God, now and for ever.

Isaiah 60.1-6
Arise, shine; for your light has come,
and the glory of the LORD has risen upon you.
2 For darkness shall cover the earth,
and thick darkness the peoples;
but the LorD will arise upon you,
and his glory will appear over you.
3 Nations shall come to your light,
and kings to the brightness of your dawn.

4 Lift up your eyes and look around;
they all gather together, they come to you;
your sons shall come from far away,
and your daughters shall be carried on their nurses’ arms.
> Then you shall see and be radiant;
your heart shall thrill and rejoice,
because the abundance of the sea shall be brought to you,
the wealth of the nations shall come to you.
® A multitude of camels shall cover you,
the young camels of Midian and Ephah;
all those from Sheba shall come.
They shall bring gold and frankincense,
and shall proclaim the praise of the LORD.

Psalm 72.10-15

10 May the kings of Tarshish and of the isles
render him tribute,

may the kings of Sheba and Seba
bring gifts.

11 May all kings fall down before him,
all nations give him service.

12 For he delivers the needy when they call,
the poor and those who have no helper.

13 He has pity on the weak and the needy,
and saves the lives of the needy.



% From oppression and violence he redeems their life;
and precious is their blood in his sight.

1> Long may he live!
May gold of Sheba be given to him.

May prayer be made for him continually,
and blessings invoked for him all day long.

Ephesians 3.1-12

This is the reason that | Paul am a prisoner for Christ Jesus for the sake of you Gentiles— %for surely
you have already heard of the commission of God’s grace that was given to me for you, 3and how
the mystery was made known to me by revelation, as | wrote above in a few words, %a reading of
which will enable you to perceive my understanding of the mystery of Christ. °In former generations
this mystery was not made known to humankind, as it has now been revealed to his holy apostles
and prophets by the Spirit: ®that is, the Gentiles have become fellow-heirs, members of the same
body, and sharers in the promise in Christ Jesus through the gospel.

7 Of this gospel | have become a servant according to the gift of God’s grace that was given to me by
the working of his power. 8Although | am the very least of all the saints, this grace was given to me
to bring to the Gentiles the news of the boundless riches of Christ, and to make everyone see what
is the plan of the mystery hidden for ages in God who created all things; %so that through the church
the wisdom of God in its rich variety might now be made known to the rulers and authorities in the
heavenly places. 'This was in accordance with the eternal purpose that he has carried out in Christ
Jesus our Lord, 2in whom we have access to God in boldness and confidence through faith in him.

Matthew 2.1-12
In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, wise men from the East came
to Jerusalem, 2asking, ‘Where is the child who has been born king of the Jews? For we observed his
star at its rising, and have come to pay him homage.” 3When King Herod heard this, he was
frightened, and all Jerusalem with him; *and calling together all the chief priests and scribes of the
people, he inquired of them where the Messiah was to be born. °They told him, ‘In Bethlehem of
Judea; for so it has been written by the prophet:
¢ “And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah,

are by no means least among the rulers of Judah;
for from you shall come a ruler

who is to shepherd my people Israel.”’
7 Then Herod secretly called for the wise men and learned from them the exact time when the star
had appeared. 8Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, ‘Go and search diligently for the child; and
when you have found him, bring me word so that | may also go and pay him homage.’ °When they
had heard the king, they set out; and there, ahead of them, went the star that they had seen at its
rising, until it stopped over the place where the child was. *®When they saw that the star had
stopped, they were overwhelmed with joy. !On entering the house, they saw the child with Mary
his mother; and they knelt down and paid him homage. Then, opening their treasure-chests, they
offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. *2And having been warned in a dream not to
return to Herod, they left for their own country by another road.
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Post Communion

Lord God,

the bright splendour whom the nations seek:

may we who with the wise men have been drawn by your light
discern the glory of your presence in your Son,

the Word made flesh, Jesus Christ our Lord.



260111 The First Sunday after the Epiphany (The Baptism of Jesus)

Isaiah 42.1-9
The Servant, a Light to the Nations
42 Here is my servant, whom | uphold,
my chosen, in whom my soul delights;
| have put my spirit upon him;
he will bring forth justice to the nations.
2He will not cry or lift up his voice,
or make it heard in the street;
3a bruised reed he will not break,
and a dimly burning wick he will not quench;
he will faithfully bring forth justice.
4He will not grow faint or be crushed
until he has established justice in the earth;
and the coastlands wait for his teaching.
>Thus says God, the Lord,
who created the heavens and stretched them out,
who spread out the earth and what comes from it,
who gives breath to the people upon it
and spirit to those who walk in it:
®] am the Lord, | have called you in righteousness,
| have taken you by the hand and kept you;
| have given you as a covenant to the people,
a light to the nations,
to open the eyes that are blind,
to bring out the prisoners from the dungeon,
from the prison those who sit in darkness.
8] am the Lord, that is my name;
my glory | give to no other,
nor my praise to idols.
9See, the former things have come to pass,
and new things | now declare;
before they spring forth,
| tell you of them.

7

Psalm 29

The Voice of God in a Great Storm

A Psalm of David.

! Ascribe to the Lord, O heavenly beings,?
ascribe to the Lord glory and strength.

2 Ascribe to the Lord the glory of his name;
worship the Lord in holy splendour.

3The voice of the Lord is over the waters;
the God of glory thunders,
the Lord, over mighty waters.

“The voice of the Lord is powerful;
the voice of the Lord is full of majesty.

>The voice of the Lord breaks the cedars;
the Lord breaks the cedars of Lebanon.


https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Isaiah%2042.1-9&version=NRSVA#fen-NRSVA-18487a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm%2029&version=NRSVA#fen-NRSVA-14310a

®He makes Lebanon skip like a calf,
and Sirion like a young wild ox.
"The voice of the Lord flashes forth flames of fire.
8The voice of the Lord shakes the wilderness;
the Lord shakes the wilderness of Kadesh.
°The voice of the Lord causes the oaks to whirl,®
and strips the forest bare;
and in his temple all say, ‘Glory!
1The Lord sits enthroned over the flood;
the Lord sits enthroned as king for ever.
1 May the Lord give strength to his people!
May the Lord bless his people with peace!

Acts 10.34-43

Gentiles Hear the Good News

3 Then Peter began to speak to them: ‘I truly understand that God shows no partiality, 3> but in every
nation anyone who fears him and does what is right is acceptable to him. 3®You know the message
he sent to the people of Israel, preaching peace by Jesus Christ—he is Lord of all. >’ That message
spread throughout Judea, beginning in Galilee after the baptism that John announced: *¥ how God
anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power; how he went about doing good and
healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for God was with him. 3°We are witnesses to all that he
did both in Judea and in Jerusalem. They put him to death by hanging him on a tree; *°but God
raised him on the third day and allowed him to appear, ' not to all the people but to us who were
chosen by God as witnesses, and who ate and drank with him after he rose from the dead. **He
commanded us to preach to the people and to testify that he is the one ordained by God as judge of
the living and the dead. ** All the prophets testify about him that everyone who believes in him
receives forgiveness of sins through his name.’

Matthew 3.13-end

The Baptism of Jesus

13Then Jesus came from Galilee to the Jordan to be baptized by John. *But John tried to deter him,
saying, “I need to be baptized by you, and do you come to me?”

15 Jesus replied, “Let it be so now; it is proper for us to do this to fulfill all righteousness.” Then John
consented.

16 As soon as Jesus was baptized, he went up out of the water. At that moment heaven was
opened, and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and alighting on him. 7 And a voice
from heaven said, “This is my Son, whom | love; with him | am well pleased.”


https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm%2029&version=NRSVA#fen-NRSVA-14318b

260118 Second Sunday of Epiphany

Collect

Almighty God,

in Christ you make all things new:

transform the poverty of our nature by the riches of your grace,
and in the renewal of our lives

make known your heavenly glory;

through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord,

who is alive and reigns with you,

in the unity of the Holy Spirit,

one God, now and for ever.

Isaiah 49.1-7
Listen to me, O coastlands,
pay attention, you peoples from far away!
The LoRrD called me before | was born,
while | was in my mother’s womb he named me.
2 He made my mouth like a sharp sword,
in the shadow of his hand he hid me;
he made me a polished arrow,
in his quiver he hid me away.
3 And he said to me, ‘You are my servant,
Israel, in whom | will be glorified.’
4 But | said, ‘I have laboured in vain,
| have spent my strength for nothing and vanity;
yet surely my cause is with the LORD,
and my reward with my God.’

> And now the LORD says,
who formed me in the womb to be his servant,
to bring Jacob back to him,
and that Israel might be gathered to him,
for | am honoured in the sight of the LoRD,
and my God has become my strength—
® he says,
‘It is too light a thing that you should be my servant
to raise up the tribes of Jacob
and to restore the survivors of Israel;
| will give you as a light to the nations,
that my salvation may reach to the end of the earth.’

" Thus says the LORD,
the Redeemer of Israel and his Holy One,
to one deeply despised, abhorred by the nations,
the slave of rulers,
‘Kings shall see and stand up,
princes, and they shall prostrate themselves,
because of the LORD, who is faithful,
the Holy One of Israel, who has chosen you.’



Psalm 40.1-12
| waited patiently for the LORD;
he inclined to me and heard my cry.
2 He drew me up from the desolate pit,
out of the miry bog,
and set my feet upon a rock,
making my steps secure.
3 He put a new song in my mouth,
a song of praise to our God.
Many will see and fear,
and put their trust in the LORD.

4 Happy are those who make
the LORD their trust,
who do not turn to the proud,
to those who go astray after false gods.
> You have multiplied, O LorD my God,
your wondrous deeds and your thoughts towards us;
none can compare with you.
Were | to proclaim and tell of them,
they would be more than can be counted.

® Sacrifice and offering you do not desire,
but you have given me an open ear.
Burnt-offering and sin-offering
you have not required.
7 Then | said, ‘Here | am;
in the scroll of the book it is written of me.
8] delight to do your will, 0 my God;
your law is within my heart.’

%1 have told the glad news of deliverance
in the great congregation;
see, | have not restrained my lips,
as you know, O LORD.
191 have not hidden your saving help within my heart,
| have spoken of your faithfulness and your salvation;
| have not concealed your steadfast love and your faithfulness
from the great congregation.

1 Do not, O LorD, withhold
your mercy from me;

let your steadfast love and your faithfulness
keep me safe for ever.

12 For evils have encompassed me
without number;

my iniquities have overtaken me,
until | cannot see;

they are more than the hairs of my head,
and my heart fails me.



1 Corinthians 1.1-9

Paul, called to be an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, and our brother Sosthenes,

2 To the church of God that is in Corinth, to those who are sanctified in Christ Jesus, called to be
saints, together with all those who in every place call on the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, both
their Lord and ours:

3 Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

4 | give thanks to my God always for you because of the grace of God that has been given you in
Christ Jesus, >for in every way you have been enriched in him, in speech and knowledge of every
kind— ®just as the testimony of Christ has been strengthened among you— ’so that you are not
lacking in any spiritual gift as you wait for the revealing of our Lord Jesus Christ. 8He will also
strengthen you to the end, so that you may be blameless on the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. °God is
faithful; by him you were called into the fellowship of his Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.

John 1.29-42

The next day he saw Jesus coming towards him and declared, ‘Here is the Lamb of God who takes
away the sin of the world! *This is he of whom | said, “After me comes a man who ranks ahead of
me because he was before me.” 3!l myself did not know him; but | came baptizing with water for this
reason, that he might be revealed to Israel.” 3. And John testified, ‘I saw the Spirit descending from
heaven like a dove, and it remained on him. 3| myself did not know him, but the one who sent me to
baptize with water said to me, “He on whom you see the Spirit descend and remain is the one who
baptizes with the Holy Spirit.” **And | myself have seen and have testified that this is the Son of God.’
35 The next day John again was standing with two of his disciples, 3®and as he watched Jesus walk
by, he exclaimed, ‘Look, here is the Lamb of God!” *’The two disciples heard him say this, and they
followed Jesus. 3¥When Jesus turned and saw them following, he said to them, ‘What are you looking
for?’ They said to him, ‘Rabbi’ (which translated means Teacher), ‘where are you staying?’ **He said
to them, ‘Come and see.” They came and saw where he was staying, and they remained with him
that day. It was about four o’clock in the afternoon. “°One of the two who heard John speak and
followed him was Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother. **He first found his brother Simon and said to him,
‘We have found the Messiah’ (which is translated Anointed). *?He brought Simon to Jesus, who
looked at him and said, ‘You are Simon son of John. You are to be called Cephas’ (which is translated
Peter).

Post Communion

God of glory,

you nourish us with your Word

who is the bread of life:

fill us with your Holy Spirit

that through us the light of your glory

may shine in all the world.

We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord.



260125 The Conversion of Paul

Collect

O God, who, through the preaching of the blessed Apostle Saint Paul, hast caused the light of the
Gospel to shine throughout the world: Grant, we beseech thee, that we, having his wonderful
conversion in remembrance, may shew forth our thankfulness unto thee for the same, by following
the holy doctrine which he taught; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Acts 9.1-22

And Saul, yet breathing out threatenings and slaughter against the disciples of the Lord, went unto
the high priest, and desired of him letters to Damascus to the synagogues, that if he found any of
this way, whether they were men or women, he might bring them bound unto Jerusalem. And, as he
journeyed, he came near Damascus, and suddenly there shined round about him a light from
heaven. And he fell to the earth, and heard a voice saying unto him, Saul, Saul, why persecutest thou
me? And he said, Who art thou, Lord? And the Lord said, | am Jesus whom thou persecutest: it is
hard for thee to kick against the pricks. And he, trembling and astonished, said, Lord, what wilt thou
have me to do? And the Lord said unto him, Arise, and go into the city, and it shall be told thee what
thou must do. And the men which journeyed with him stood speechless, hearing a voice, but seeing
no man. And Saul arose from the earth, and when his eyes were opened he saw no man; but they
led him by the hand, and brought him into Damascus. And he was three days without sight, and
neither did eat nor drink. And there was a certain disciple at Damascus, named Ananias; and to him
said the Lord in a vision, Ananias. And he said, Behold, | am here, Lord. And the Lord said unto him,
Arise, and go into the street which is called Straight, and inquire in the house of Judas for one called
Saul, of Tarsus: for behold, he prayeth, and hath seen in a vision a man named Ananias, coming in,
and putting his hand on him, that he might receive his sight. Then Ananias answered, Lord, | have
heard by many of this man, how much evil he hath done to thy saints at Jerusalem; and here he hath
authority from the chief priests to bind all that call on thy name. But the Lord said unto him, Go thy
way; for he is a chosen vessel unto me, to bear my name before the Gentiles, and kings, and the
children of Israel: for | will shew him how great things he must suffer for my name's sake. And
Ananias went his way, and entered into the house; and, putting his hands on him, said, Brother Saul,
the Lord, (even Jesus that appeared unto thee in the way as thou camest,) hath sent me, that thou
mightest receive thy sight, and be filled with the Holy Ghost. And immediately there fell from his
eyes as it had been scales; and he received sight forthwith, and arose, and was baptized. And when
he had received meat, he was strengthened. Then was Saul certain days with the disciples which
were at Damascus. And straightway he preached Christ in the synagogues, that he is the Son of God.
But all that heard him were amazed, and said, Is not this he that destroyed them which called on this
name in Jerusalem, and came hither for that intent, that he might bring them bound unto the chief
priests? But Saul increased the more in strength, and confounded the Jews which dwelt at
Damascus, proving that this is very Christ.

Matthew 19.27-end

Peter answered and said unto Jesus, Behold, we have forsaken all, and followed thee; what shall we
have therefore? And Jesus said unto them, Verily | say unto you, that ye which have followed me, in
the regeneration when the Son of man shall sit in the throne of his glory, ye also shall sit upon
twelve thrones, judging the twelve tribes of Israel. And every one that hath forsaken houses, or
brethren, or sisters, or father, or mother, or wife, or children, or lands, for my name's sake, shall
receive an hundred-fold, and shall inherit everlasting life. But many that are first shall be last, and
the last shall be first.



260201 The Presentation

Collect

Almighty and ever-living God,

clothed in majesty,

whose beloved Son was this day presented in the Temple,
in substance of our flesh:

grant that we may be presented to you
with pure and clean hearts,

by your Son Jesus Christ our Lord,

who is alive and reigns with you,

in the unity of the Holy Spirit,

one God, now and for ever.

Malachi 3.1-5

See, | am sending my messenger to prepare the way before me, and the Lord whom you seek will
suddenly come to his temple. The messenger of the covenant in whom you delight—indeed, he is
coming, says the LORD of hosts. 2But who can endure the day of his coming, and who can stand when
he appears?

For he is like a refiner’s fire and like fullers’ soap; *he will sit as a refiner and purifier of silver, and he
will purify the descendants of Levi and refine them like gold and silver, until they present offerings to
the LORD in righteousness. *Then the offering of Judah and Jerusalem will be pleasing to the LORD as
in the days of old and as in former years.

5 Then | will draw near to you for judgement; | will be swift to bear witness against the sorcerers,
against the adulterers, against those who swear falsely, against those who oppress the hired workers
in their wages, the widow, and the orphan, against those who thrust aside the alien, and do not fear
me, says the LORD of hosts.

Psalm 24.7-10
Lift up your heads, O gates!
and be lifted up, O ancient doors!
that the King of glory may come in.
8 Who is the King of glory?
The LORD, strong and mighty,
the LORD, mighty in battle.
9 Lift up your heads, O gates!
and be lifted up, O ancient doors!
that the King of glory may come in.
10 Who is this King of glory?
The LoRrD of hosts,
he is the King of glory.

Hebrews 2.14-18

Since, therefore, the children share flesh and blood, he himself likewise shared the same things, so
that through death he might destroy the one who has the power of death, that is, the devil, **and
free those who all their lives were held in slavery by the fear of death. *For it is clear that he did not
come to help angels, but the descendants of Abraham. "Therefore he had to become like his
brothers and sisters in every respect, so that he might be a merciful and faithful high priest in the
service of God, to make a sacrifice of atonement for the sins of the people. ¥Because he himself was
tested by what he suffered, he is able to help those who are being tested.



Luke 2.22-40
When the time came for their purification according to the law of Moses, they brought him up to
Jerusalem to present him to the Lord %(as it is written in the law of the Lord, ‘Every firstborn male
shall be designated as holy to the Lord’), 2*and they offered a sacrifice according to what is stated in
the law of the Lord, ‘a pair of turtle-doves or two young pigeons.’
25 Now there was a man in Jerusalem whose name was Simeon; this man was righteous and devout,
looking forward to the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit rested on him. It had been revealed
to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not see death before he had seen the Lord’s
Messiah. ¥’Guided by the Spirit, Simeon came into the temple; and when the parents brought in the
child Jesus, to do for him what was customary under the law, 2Simeon took him in his arms and
praised God, saying,
2 ‘Master, now you are dismissing your servant in peace,

according to your word;
30 for my eyes have seen your salvation,
31 which you have prepared in the presence of all peoples,
32 3 light for revelation to the Gentiles

and for glory to your people Israel.’
33 And the child’s father and mother were amazed at what was being said about him. 3*Then
Simeon blessed them and said to his mother Mary, ‘This child is destined for the falling and the rising
of many in Israel, and to be a sign that will be opposed ¥so that the inner thoughts of many will be
revealed—and a sword will pierce your own soul too.’
36 There was also a prophet, Anna the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher. She was of a great
age, having lived with her husband for seven years after her marriage, 3’then as a widow to the age
of eighty-four. She never left the temple but worshipped there with fasting and prayer night and
day. ¥At that moment she came, and began to praise God and to speak about the child to all who
were looking for the redemption of Jerusalem.
39 When they had finished everything required by the law of the Lord, they returned to Galilee, to
their own town of Nazareth. “°The child grew and became strong, filled with wisdom; and the favour
of God was upon him.

Post Communion
Lord, you fulfilled the hope of Simeon and Anna,
who lived to welcome the Messiah:
may we, who have received these gifts beyond words,
prepare to meet Christ Jesus when he comes
to bring us to eternal life;
for he is alive and reigns, now and for ever.



