PRAYERS: For your prayers this week.

28" December
Sunday of Christmas

ISt

VYocations and ministry:

We pray for all our congregations and those who find this time of year
difficult.
The sick:

Marianne, Kylie, Merry, Alex, David, Jackie, Nic, Babs, Russell and Lee, Thie nafing of

. . . . Lynehoam ond Woodhill
Dennis, Malcolm and Alan. All those in hospital, having treatment and
waiting for test results and operations.

Those needing long term care and support: Pauline, Richard, those
being cared for at home, the residents of Goatacre Manor Care Centre
and other local care homes.

Those who have died:

We pray for funerals being planned, those we know and those we read
about in the news.
We pray for all those who grieve.

Baptisms and Weddings:

We pray for Des and Sarah whose wedding was at Lyneham this Lyneham Communion - 10.30am

month.

Special intentions (This is for people who may have plans or hopes for Future services:

which they would like our prayer support) Sun 4" Jan Clyffe Pypard Communion - 9am

. . Tockenham  Communion - 10.30am
We pray for the King and all the Royal family. Lyneham All-Age Service - 10.30am
In our Diocesan cycle of prayer we continue to pray for churches in . . '
the Chalke Deanery. Heavenly Father, we thank you for all who live in Weds 7% Jan Hilmarton Communion - 2pm (48 Poynder Place)
Lower Nadder. Sun | 1™ Jan Bradenstoke Communion - 9am

. . Hilmarton Communion - 10.30am

In our prayers for the Anglican Church, we raise to you the Church of Broad Town Morning Service - 10.30am
Canada. Keep in touch by going to: www.achurchnearyou.com and searching for

. . _— your parish church.
We pray for our Benefice congregations, parishioners and our Using the Benefice of Lyneham and Woodhill Facebook page.

ch‘urc'hes in this time of vacancy. We give thanks for those helplng 2_1t Getting your name added to the Benefice email list if it isn’t already
this time. We pray for the person/people who may feel called to join us there — just email Elaine on beneficeofwoodhill@yahoo.co.uk and ask to
here. be added.




COLLECT

Almighty God,

who wonderfully created us in your own image
and yet more wonderfully restored us

through your Son Jesus Christ:

grant that, as he came to share in our humanity,
so we may share the life of his divinity;

who is alive and reigns with you,

in the unity of the Holy Spirit,

one God, now and for ever.

FIRST READING: Hebrews 2.10-18
"1t was fitting that God, for whom and through whom all things exist,
in bringing many children to glory, should make the pioneer of their
salvation perfect through sufferings. ''For the one who sanctifies and
those who are sanctified all have one Father. For this reason Jesus is
not ashamed to call them brothers and sisters, '*saying,

‘| will proclaim your name to my brothers and sisters,

in the midst of the congregation | will praise you.’

3And again,

‘I will put my trust in him.’
And again,

‘Here am | and the children whom God has given me.’
"“Since, therefore, the children share flesh and blood, he himself
likewise shared the same things, so that through death he might
destroy the one who has the power of death, that is, the devil, *and

free those who all their lives were held in slavery by the fear of death.

'®For it is clear that he did not come to help angels, but the
descendants of Abraham. '"Therefore he had to become like his
brothers and sisters in every respect, so that he might be a merciful
and faithful high priest in the service of God, to make a sacrifice of
atonement for the sins of the people. '®Because he himself was tested
by what he suffered, he is able to help those who are being tested.

GOSPEL: Matthew 2.13-23
3After the wise men had left, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph
in a dream and said, ‘Get up, take the child and his mother, and flee to
Egypt, and remain there until | tell you; for Herod is about to search
for the child, to destroy him.” “Then Joseph got up, took the child and
his mother by night, and went to Egypt, '*and remained there until the
death of Herod. This was to fulfil what had been spoken by the Lord
through the prophet, ‘Out of Egypt | have called my son.” '*When
Herod saw that he had been tricked by the wise men, he was
infuriated, and he sent and killed all the children in and around
Bethlehem who were two years old or under, according to the time
that he had learned from the wise men. '"Then was fulfilled what had
been spoken through the prophet Jeremiah:
'®A voice was heard in Ramah,
wailing and loud lamentation,
Rachel weeping for her children;

she refused to be consoled, because they are no more.’
""When Herod died, an angel of the Lord suddenly appeared in a
dream to Joseph in Egypt and said, 2Get up, take the child and his
mother, and go to the land of Israel, for those who were seeking the
child’s life are dead.” ' Then Joseph got up, took the child and his
mother, and went to the land of Israel. 2But when he heard that
Archelaus was ruling over Judea in place of his father Herod, he was
afraid to go there. And after being warned in a dream, he went away to
the district of Galilee. There he made his home in a town called
Nazareth, so that what had been spoken through the prophets might
be fulfilled, ‘He will be called a Nazorean.’

POST COMMUNION

Heavenly Father,

whose blessed Son shared at Nazareth the life of an earthly home:
help your Church to live as one family,

united in love and obedience,

and bring us all at last to our home in heaven;

through Jesus Christ our Lord.



