
 
ST MARK AND ALL SAINTS, READING  

 
 PARISH MASS  

 

SUNDAY 16TH NOVEMBER 2025 
Second before Advent 

 
THE GATHERING 

All the words are in this service sheet. Please join in with the words  printed in bold type. 
At the start of the service a bell is rung and the procession enters as we stand to sing the opening hymn. 

 
 

                                 ENTRANCE HYMN  
Praise, my soul, the King of heaven! 
To his feet thy tribute bring; 
ransomed, healed, restored, forgiven, 
who like me his praise should sing? 
Praise him! Praise him! 
Praise him! Praise him! 
Praise the everlasting King! 
 
Praise him for his grace and favour 
to our fathers in distress; 
praise him still the same as ever, 
slow to chide and swift to bless. 
Praise him! Praise him! 
Praise him! Praise him! 
Glorious in his faithfulness! 
 
Father-like, he tends and spares us; 
well our feeble frame he knows; 
in his hands he gently bears us, 
rescues us from all our foes. 
Praise him! Praise him! 
Praise him! Praise him! 
Widely as his mercy flows! 
 
Angels, help us to adore him; 
ye behold him face to face; 
sun and moon, bow down before him, 
dwellers all in time and space. 
Praise him! Praise him! 
Praise him! Praise him! 
Praise with us the God of grace!  
 



 

                                                                 THE  GREETING 

 In the name of the Father,  
and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.   Amen. 

The Lord be with you   
and also with you. 
 

The priest welcomes us and introduces the theme of  the service. 
 

PRAYER OF PENITENCE 

God so loved the world 
that he gave his only Son Jesus Christ 
to save us from our sins, 
to be our advocate in heaven, 
and to bring us to eternal life. 

Let us confess our sins in penitence and faith, 
firmly resolved to keep God’s commandments 
and to live in love and peace with all. 

Almighty God, our heavenly Father,  
we have sinned against you  
and against our neighbour 
in thought and word and deed, 
through negligence, through weakness, 
through our own deliberate fault. 
We are truly sorry  
and repent of all our sins. 
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
who died for us,  
forgive us all that is past 
and grant that we may serve you  
in newness of life 
to the glory of your name. 
Amen.  
 
Almighty God, who forgives all who truly repent have mercy upon you, 
pardon and deliver you from all your sins, 
confirm and strengthen you in all goodness, 
and keep you in life eternal; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.   
Amen. 
 

Knowing that we are forgiven for our sins we sing this song of praise to God.  

Glory to God, Glory to God,  
Glory to God in the highest. 
 

Glory to God in the highest, 
and peace to his people on earth. 
Lord God, heavenly King,  



almighty God and Father, 
we worship you, we give you thanks, 
we praise you for your glory . . . 
 

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father 
Lord God, Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world:  
have mercy on us; 
you are seated at the right hand of the Father: 
receive our prayer. .  
 
For you alone are the Holy One, 
you alone are the Lord, 
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, 
with the Holy Spirit,  
in the glory of God the Father. . . 
 

The priest invites us to pray silently and then prays the collect: 

 
Lord God,  
You long for the world’s salvation. 
stir us from apathy 
restrain us from excess 
and revive in us new hope 
that all cration will one day be healed 
Through Jesus Christ our Lord 

Amen 
 

 
Please sit 

 

THE LITURGY OF THE WORD 
 

            FIRST READING 
2 Thessalonians 3.6-13 

In the name of the Lord Jesus Christ, we command you, brothers, to keep away from every brother 
who is idle and does not live according to the teaching you received from us. For you yourselves 
know how you ought to follow our example. We were not idle when we were with you, nor did we 
eat anyone's food without paying for it. On the contrary, we worked night and day, labouring and 
toiling so that we would not be a burden to any of you. We did this, not because we do not have the 
right to such help, but in order to make ourselves a model for you to follow. For even when we were 
with you, we gave you this rule: “If a man will not work, he shall not eat.” We hear that some among 
you are idle. They are not busy; they are busy-bodies. Such people we command and urge in the 
Lord Jesus Christ to settle down and earn the bread they eat. And as for you, brothers, never tire of 
doing what is right. 

 
 
This is the word of the Lord 
Thanks be to God. 
 



 



GRADUAL HYMN PSALM 98 
Tune: Abbots leigh 

Our gradual Hymn is a congregational setting of today’s psalm. 
As we stand and sing the  Gospel Book is carried into the midst of the congregation, reflecting God’s coming among 
us in Christ. Please turn to face it. 

 
Sing afresh in all creation, 
sing the wonders of the Lord. 
He has shown his great salvation, 
bared his holy arm abroad. 
He revealed his righteous favour, 
everywhere the nations dwell, 
called to mind his truth, the saviour 
of the house of Israel. 
 
Earth’s remotest bounds have noted 
God’s salvation, and his worth. 
Shout aloud with songs, devoted 
to the Lord of all the earth. 
With the lyre, the lyre and dancing, 
play before the Lord, and sing. 
With a trumpet fanfare blasting, 
shout before the Lord, the King. 
 
Let the sea in fullness thunder, 
all that lives across the earth. 
Rivers, clap your hands in wonder, 
mountains, cry aloud with mirth. 
For the Lord, in full ascendance, 
comes with righteousness unfurled. 
He will judge, with upright sentence, 
all the peoples of the world. 
 

THE GOSPEL 
                                            Luke 21.5-19   

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia 
Speak Lord for your servant is listening, 
You have the words of eternal life.. 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
 
 

The Lord be with you 
And also with you 
 

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ  
according to Luke. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

When some were speaking about the temple, how it was adorned with beautiful stones and gifts 
dedicated to God, Jesus said, ‘As for these things that you see, the days will come when not one 



stone will be left upon another; all will be thrown down.’ 
They asked him, ‘Teacher, when will this be, and what will be the sign that this is about to take 
place?’ And Jesus said, ‘Beware that you are not led astray; for many will come in my name and say, 
“I am he!” and, “The time is near!” Do not go after them. 
When you hear of wars and insurrections, do not be terrified; for these things must take place first, 
but the end will not follow immediately.’ Then he said to them, ‘Nation will rise against nation, and 
kingdom against kingdom; there will be great earthquakes, and in various places famines and 
plagues; and there will be dreadful portents and great signs from heaven. 
But before all this occurs, they will arrest you and persecute you; they will hand you over to 
synagogues and prisons, and you will be brought before kings and governors because of my name. 
This will give you an opportunity to testify. So make up your minds not to prepare your defence in 
advance; for I will give you words and a wisdom that none of your opponents will be able to 
withstand or contradict. You will be betrayed even by parents and brothers, by relatives and friends; 
and they will put some of you to death. You will be hated by all because of my name. But not a hair 
of your head will perish. By your endurance you will gain your souls. 
 
This is the Gospel of the Lord 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

Sit            THE SERMON 

 
A brief period of silence may follow for us to reflect on the address and the readings today, then the priest invites 
us to stand to declare our faith.   
 
                                                        

                                                                                      THE CREED 

We believe in one God, 
the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father,  
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father; 
through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation  
he came down from heaven, 
was incarnate from the Holy Spirit and the  
Virgin Mary and was made man. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate 
he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again 
in accordance with the Scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 



He will come again in glory  
to judge the living and the dead,  
and his kingdom will have no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
who with the Father and the Son  
is worshipped and glorified,  
who has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic  
and apostolic Church. 
We acknowledge one baptism  
for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
and the life of the world to come.     
Amen. 

 
Sit or kneel to pray 

THE INTERCESSIONS  
During the prayers these or other  responses may be used 

Lord, in your mercy 
hear our prayer. 
 

And at the end of the prayers we say 

Merciful Father, 
accept these prayers 
for the sake of your Son, 
our Saviour Jesus Christ.  Amen. 
 

THE LITURGY OF THE SACRAMENT 
 

Stand                                                                              

                                                                                       THE PEACE                                                        

We are the Body of Christ. 
In the one Spirit we were all baptized into one body. 
Let us then pursue all that makes for peace and builds up our common life. 
 
The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
and also with you.  

 
We greet those around us in the peace of Christ, shaking hands and saying “Peace  be with you” 

 
 
 

OFFERTORY HYMN 
As we sing a collection will be taken for  
the work of the church, Our church is a  
charity which relies on your generous gift.  
 Please support our Mission and Ministry  
and keep our beautiful buildings open  



by placing your gift in the plate or scan  
to donate. 

 
Our Father, God, who art in heav’n, 
To thy great name be rev’rence given; 
Thy peaceful kingdom wide extend, 
And reign, O Lord, till time shall end. 
 

Thy sacred will on earth be done, 
As ‘tis by angels round thy throne; 
And let us every day be fed, 
With earthly and with heavenly bread. 
 

Our sins forgive, and teach us thus 
To pardon those who injure us; 
Our shield in all temptations prove, 
And every evil far remove. 
 

Thine is the kingdom to control, 
And thine the power to save the soul; 
Great be the glory of thy reign, 
Let every creature say, Amen. 
 
 

When the altar is prepared and the offerings received the president leads the offertory prayers.  

Blessed are you, Lord God of all creation: 
through your goodness we have this bread  
to set before you, 
which earth has given and human hands have made. 
It will become for us the bread of life. 

Blessed be God for ever. 
 

Blessed are you, Lord God of all creation: 
through your goodness we have this wine to set before you, 
fruit of the vine and work of human hands. 
It will become for us the cup of salvation. 
Blessed be God for ever. 
 

Generous God, as we gather around your table called and welcomed by Christ  we present this 
money, symbol of all the gifts you give to us. 
use it, use us, in the service of your world 
to the glory of your name.   Amen.  
 

 
 

THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
 

Lift up your hearts. 



We lift them to the Lord. 
 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give thanks and praise. 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 
that we should always sing of your glory, 
holy Father, almighty and eternal God, 
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord. 
For you are the hope of the nations, 
the builder of the city that is to come. 
Your love made visible in Jesus Christ 
brings home the lost, 
restores the sinner 
and gives dignity to the despised. 
In his face your light shines out, 
flooding lives with goodness and truth, 
gathering into one in your kingdom 
a divided and broken humanity. 
Therefore with all who can give voice in your creation 
we glorify your name, 
for ever praising you and singing 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, 
God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 

Lord, you are holy indeed, the source of all holiness; 
grant that by the power of your Holy Spirit, 
and according to your holy will, 
these gifts of bread and wine 
may be to us the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ; who, in the same night that he was 
betrayed, 
took bread and gave you thanks; 
he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you; 
do this in remembrance of me. 

In the same way, after supper 
he took the cup and gave you thanks; 
he gave it to them, saying: 

Drink this, all of you; 
this is my blood of the new covenant, 
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 
 
Do this, as often as you drink it, 
in remembrance of me. 



Great is the mystery of faith 
Christ has died: 
Christ is risen: 
Christ will come again. 
And so, Father,  
calling to mind his death on the cross, 
his perfect sacrifice made once for the sins of the whole world; 
rejoicing in his mighty resurrection and glorious ascension, 
and looking for his coming in glory, 
we celebrate this memorial of our redemption. 
As we offer you this our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving, 
we bring before you this bread and this cup 
and we thank you for counting us worthy 
to stand in your presence and serve you. 

Send the Holy Spirit on your people 
and gather into one in your kingdom 
all who share this one bread and one cup, 
so that we, in the company of [N and] all the saints, 
may praise and glorify you for ever, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord; 
by whom, and with whom, and in whom, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
all honour and glory be yours, almighty Father, 
for ever and ever.   
Amen 
 

We kneel or sit as silence is kept before the Lord’s Prayer. 
             

`  

Our Father,   
who art in heaven,  
hallowed be thy name,  
thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  
on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses 
as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
and lead us not into temptation  
but deliver us from evil.   
For thine is the kingdom, the power,  
and the glory for ever and ever.   Amen. 

 
The priest breaks the consecrated bread, saying 

 

We break this bread to share in the body of Christ. 
Though we are many, we are one body, 
because we all share in one bread. 

 
The priest invites the people to receive Communion, and says 

 



Jesus is the Lamb of God 
who takes away the sin of the world. 
Blessed are those who are called to his supper. 
 

Lord, I am not worthy to receive you, 
but only say the word, and I shall be healed. 
 
Lamb of God,  
you take away the sin of the world  
have mercy on us. 
 

Lamb of God,  
you take away the sin of the world 
have mercy on us. 
 

Lamb of God,  
you take away the sin of the world 
grant us your peace. 
 
 

COMMUNION HYMN 
Slane 

Come to God’s table, for all is prepared, 
The bread we have offered is broken and shared, 
Christ’s presence among us is food for the soul, 
reviving, renewing, and making us whole. 
 
Come to God’s table, and drink of the wine, 
the blood of the Saviour, in mystery divine, 
The cup of salvation both priceless and free, 
transforming God’s people to all we can be. 
 
Come to God’s table, we come as we are, 
we bring all the burdens we’ve carried so far, 
in body, in spirit, in soul, mind and heart, 
to feed on the grace only God can impart. 
 
Come to God’s table, then go in that grace 
to hold all the earth in a heav’nly embrace, 
Sent out in the Spirit to tend and to care 
in thought, word and action, our life is our prayer. 
 
                         
 

            POST COMMUNION PRAYER 

Once communion has been shared we stand when the priest invites us to pray.  

 
Gracious lord, in this sacrament you give substance to our hope: 
bring us at the last to that fullness of life for which we long, 
through Jesus Christ, our Saviour 



Amen. 
 
God of gentleness and love  
draw near to us as we draw near to you.  
Dwell in every heart and conversation.  
Fashion in us the likeness of your Son, Jesus Christ. 
Help us to discern together  
all that you are calling us to be  
and all that you are calling us to do. 
Assist us by your Spirit  
to become a more contemplative,  
more compassionate  
and more courageous Church,  
for the building of your kingdom  
and the glory of your Son. 
Amen. 
 
 
 

NOTICES 

We sit to listen to any notices about parish events. 
Banns of Marriage may be announced.  
 
If your Birthday falls this week please tell us we would love to celebrate with you. 

 

 
 

THE DISMISSAL 
Stand                                                                       

    

THE BLESSING 

The Lord be with you 
And also with you 
 
 
Christ the Son of God perfect in you the image  
of his glory and gladden your hearts with the  
good news of his kingdom; and the blessing  
of God almighty, the Father, the Son, and the  
Holy Spirit, be among you and remain with you always.   Amen. 
 
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
In the name of Christ.   Amen. 

 
 
 

CLOSING HYMN 
 



To God be the glory, great things He hath done, 
so loved He the world that He gave us His Son, 
who yielded His life an atonement for sin, 
and opened the life-gate that all may go in. 
 

Praise the Lord, praise the Lord, 

let the earth hear His voice! 

Praise the Lord, praise the Lord, 

let the people rejoice! 

O come to the Father through Jesus the Son, 

and give Him the glory,  great things He hath   done. 

 

O perfect redemption, the purchase of blood, 

to ev'ry believer the promise of God; 

the vilest offender who truly believes, 

that moment from Jesus a pardon receives.  

 

Great things He hath taught us,  

 great things He hath done, 

and great our rejoicing through Jesus the Son; 

but purer, and higher, and greater will be 

our wonder, our transport, when Jesus we see. 
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