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Dear friends at St Mary’s,
On Saturday October 3rd, our church was full as parents and carers who brought babies and children for our Messy Harvest Crafts with Pizza. Thank you so much to the wonderful arts and crafts friends and members of St Mary’s for all the hard work this involved. The following day, our Harvest Service included the full-immersion baptism of Dale Niblett. What a joy and encouragement that weekend was! The first service I took at St Mary’s was the 2024 Harvest Service, and I am thankful to God that I can look back on a year of many encouragements.
Here's an update about some recent events and future plans:
20 September,, The PCC had a day away together at St John’s Church, Walton. After praying, worshipping, studying and reflecting together we sought to hear what God might be saying to us about our mission and ministry in the parish.
12 October.  Gift Day Sunday. To date, the charitable giving donations have totalled just over £4000. We know more is coming and will announce soon.
12 October, Sunday@7 evening service. We were delighted to be helped by some local Christian musicians as we used some contemporary songs to worship and shared testimony and Bible teaching. 56 people, including folk from Belper, Ashover and Wirksworth joined us.
Heating upgrade. As you know, attendance at Church dipped over the winter months last year and we are aware that the temperature in our building has a negative impact on many events once the summer is over. The PCC believes that, to plan for mission going forward, we need to address this. After a lot of discussion and investigation, we have decided to install infrared heating panels in our building. Many thanks to Gordon Thompson who has helped tirelessly with this work and helped us find out more about this new way of heating. Gift Day pledges (we will give details in the New Year) were very encouraging and we will start to progress things soon. This will include getting our plans approved by the Diocese via a Faculty application. Let’s hope and pray that cold winters will be a think of the past by this time next year. Fund raising for this and other internal building plans will continue, so please think and pray about your own contribution.
4 important areas of ministry have grown or started more formally in the last few months:- 
1. A children’s group is provided in the Welcome Room on the fourth Sunday of the month for some of the service. We would like to increase the numbers of those involved in this provision; please speak to Serena or Mary, or email office@crichstmarys.org
2. Pastoral Care has long been a ministry in St Mary’s but we have streamlined it a bit under the leadership of Sylvia. We have a team of 7 will respond to requests for support from anyone in the parish. Please make your referrals to Sylvia or via the office email address.
3. Prayer Ministry  a small team of 4 are now offering prayer at the altar rail in the side chapel on the fourth Sunday of the month. Derek Honour is coordinating this at the moment. Again – anyone interested in this ministry should contact the office.
4. Small Group learning – Learning and growing in faith is so important and a Sunday sermon will never provide all that we need. We already have one flourishing daytime small group meeting in Culland View and an evening group for women only. Derek and I started a 6-week, video-based course earlier this month on a Wednesday evening and a wonderful spin-off from that has been the creation of another group for whom evenings are more prohibitive. At least 3 of these groups are full but there is nothing to stop us exploring ways to create more. That is why you are being asked to put a pin in our map of Crich and Fritchley and let us know where the clusters of Christians who might want to support each other are. Watch this space 
[image: ]
There is a lot to think and pray about here. 
Everyone can pray and we can do so in confidence that Jesus has got us safe. In Matthew 11:28, he says to his followers, ‘Come to me, all you who are tired from heavy loads, and I will give you rest.’
Jo H
Please be in touch as you need to be:
07902 111235
jo.honour@crichstmarys.org

If you are wanting to follow more of the book I am using for the current sermon series, do get a copy:
Practicing the Way. John Mark Comer spck 2024 
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