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You are invited to follow the first two readings while seated, and as is the
custom, to just listen,

standing if possible, as the Holy Gospel is proclaimed.

Midweek 26th November
Next before Advent

The Collect

Eternal Father,
whose Son Jesus Christ ascended to the throne of heaven
that he might rule over all things as Lord and King:
keep the Church in the unity of the Spirit
and in the bond of peace, and bring the whole created
order to worship at his feet; who is alive and reigns with
you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit,

one God, now and for ever. Amen.

First reading: Daniel 5:1-6,13-14,23-28
A reading from the book of Daniel.

King Belshazzar made a great festival for a thousand of his
lords, and he was drinking wine in the presence of the thou-
sand.

Under the influence of the wine, Belshazzar commanded
that they bring in the vessels of gold and silver that his fa-
ther Nebuchadnezzar had taken out of the temple in Jerusa-
lem, so that the king and his lords, his wives, and his concu-
bines might drink from them.

So they brought in the vessels of gold and silver that had
been taken out of the temple, the house of God in Jerusa-
lem, and the king and his lords, his wives, and his concubines
drank from them.

They drank the wine and praised the gods of gold and silver,
bronze, iron, wood, and stone.

Immediately the fingers of a human hand appeared and be-
gan writing on the plaster of the wall of the royal palace,
next to the lampstand. The king was watching the hand as it
wrote.

Then the king’s face turned pale, and his thoughts terrified
him. His limbs gave way, and his knees knocked together.
Then Daniel was brought in before the king. The king said to
Daniel, ‘So you are Daniel, one of the exiles of Judah, whom
my father the king brought from Judah?

| have heard of you that a spirit of the gods is in you, and
that enlightenment, understanding, and excellent wisdom are
found in you.

But | have heard that you can give interpretations and solve
problems. Now if you are able to read the writing and tell
me its interpretation, you shall be clothed in purple, have a
chain of gold around your neck, and rank third in the king-
dom.

Then Daniel answered in the presence of the king, ‘Let your
gifts be for yourself, or give your rewards to someone else!
Nevertheless, | will read the writing to the king and let him
know the interpretation.

You have exalted yourself against the Lord of heaven! The
vessels of his temple have been brought in before you, and
you and your lords, your wives and your concubines have
been drinking wine from them. You have praised the gods of
silver and gold, of bronze, iron, wood, and stone, which do

not see or hear or know; but the God in whose power is
your very breath, and to whom belong all your ways, you
have not honoured.
‘So from his presence the hand was sent and this writing
was inscribed.
And this is the writing that was inscribed: mene, mene,
tekel, and parsin.
This is the interpretation of the matter: mene, God has
numbered the days of your kingdom and brought it to an
end; tekel, you have been weighed on the scales and found
wanting; peres, your kingdom is divided and given to the
Medes and Persians.’
This is the word of the Lord,
All: Thanks be to God.

Second Reading: Canticle: Benedicite 4-5
A Song of Creation Verses 4-5

Bless the Lord sun and moon:

bless the Lord you stars of heaven;
bless the Lord all rain and dew:

sing his praise and exalt him for ever.

Bless the Lord all winds that blow:
bless the Lord you fire and heat;
bless the Lord scorching wind and bitter cold:
sing his praise and exalt him for ever.
This is the word of the Lord,
All: Thanks be to God.

The Holy Gospel: Luke 21:12-19
Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke.

‘But before all this occurs, they will arrest you and perse-
cute you; they will hand you over to synagogues and prisons,
and you will be brought before kings and governors because
of my name.
This will give you an opportunity to testify.
So make up your minds not to prepare your defence in ad-
vance; for | will give you words and a wisdom that none of
your opponents will be able to withstand or contradict.
You will be betrayed even by parents and brothers, by rela-
tives and friends; and they will put some of you to death.
You will be hated by all because of my name.
But not a hair of your head will perish.
By your endurance you will gain your souls.

This is the Gospel of the Lord.

All: Praise to you, O Christ.

Post Communion Prayer
Stir up, O Lord,
the wills of your faithful people; that they, plenteously bring-
ing forth the fruit of good works, may by you be plenteously
rewarded;

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.




