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%%SW (@ HealthTribe

For Balanced Living

Hedge Cutting = Tree Work Exclusive well-being studio
Ground & Garden Clearance at the Quadrangle, Shoreham
Regular One-off Tidy-ups

Health & Lifestyle Coaching -

All Jobs Considered
Green Waste Personal Training - Osteopathy
Hcence folder - Kinesiology - Classes
01732 Call 07879630249
463669 www.healthtribe.co.uk

Shoreham Emergency Plan
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I All major emergencies are dealt with by the emergency services. However, there may be 1
I' times such as power cuts, snow and ice, flooding or storms where the emergency services 1
: are not required. These conditions can make life challenging for more vulnerable people :
1 such as the elderly, infirm, disabled, sick or even someone who maybe heavily pregnantor
1 with young children. 1
1 1
1 1
1 1
1 1
1 1
1 1
1 1
[ ]

If you'd like to be on the list either permanently or temporarily, or you know someone
who would, then please contact Amanda Barlow, the Parish Clerk on 0791 2611048 or via
email at clerk@shorehamparishcouncil.gov.uk. If you are giving the details of another
person please ensure you have their permission and agreement.

ELECTRICAL ™ www.7oakselectrical.co.uk

@ info@7oakselectrical.co.uk

i/; 70AKS David Rodgers MIET

Domestic « Commercial ¢ Industrial Q +44 (0) 7730 686 414
TRUSTMARK
[ |
Your local NICEIC B Neegistered
. . Competent " .=E..=
Approved Electricians e T
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Happy Christmas, Happy New Vicar, Happy New Year!

Advent, meaning arrival, was traditionally a period of fasting and spiritual preparation
for the great celebration of Jesus’s birth and the 12 days of feasting that
followed. Nowadays we tend to do it the other way around, with all the parties in the
run up to Christmas followed by exhaustion (often on the day itself), New Year’s
resolutions to lose weight and “dry January”. And sadly, far too many find little to
celebrate.

But Advent this year offers an opportunity to all of us for some extra
preparation, spiritual renewal and much hoped for celebration as we welcome Revd
Caz Mills to be the new Vicar of Shoreham. Elaine and |, as your churchwardens and
parish representatives in the recruitment process with the Archdeacon, were absolutely
delighted that Caz seemed like an excellent fit for our village community and very much
hope that as many as possible will join us and the Bishop of Rochester for her:

Service of Licensing and Installation
Monday 15th December, 7.30pm
St Peter and St Paul, Shoreham
(followed by refreshments)

For Shoreham still to have its own vicar, when so many parishes are being
combined, feels like a wonderful and unexpected gift; but with it comes the
responsibility - a new year’s resolution even - to use that gift wisely and not take it for
granted. The greatest gift of all, God’s love in human form, is meant for sharing. Who
knows what this new life might bring? Advent is the start of Adventure!

Ring In The New Year

That wonderful feeling of trying something completely new and being surprised how
much you liked it - ring a bell?! Then why not have a go at doing just that on Saturday
17th January from 11-12.30. Bellringing is for people of all shapes, sizes and ages (10+).
The main requirement is to be able to count to 8 and want to have fun! If you don’t try
it, you’ll never know - or just come and watch. And we promise not to rope you in unless
you’re keen!

Johnny Aisher, Churchwarden, shorehamparish@gmail.com

FROM THE CHURCH REGISTER

25 October Interment of ashes Maureen Harris
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\ﬂ www.castlefarmkent.co.uk

/f Castle FARM K*&\\

i KENT, 1892
iR
@ Visit Castle Farm for local farm foods, fresh eggs, g\'
ice cream, seasonal produce, home decorations &
q‘ f thoughtful gifts.
e Tuesday - Saturday: 9am - 5pm.

Sunday & Bank Hols: 10am - 5pm. Closed on Mondays.

2R
01959 523219 [:L

Glass & Glazing Repairs

e (Cracked, broken or misted (ough Gry
glass panels replaced < %
e Secondary double-glazing L A

supplied and installed
* \elux window glass replaced
o Window hinges, locks and handles replaced
* Door adjustments and locking issues
® (lass splashbacks supplied and installed
e Mirrored glass supplied and installed

For all of your door and window or glass needs, we
are here to help. Speak to one of our friendly team:

Oy i ooe-"

% 01732885030 [\ orders@ejcocker.com

TCH Computing PC Maintenance & Support
| provide help with your computer, from
operating system and software installation
to diagnosing and troubleshooting faults, to
giving one-to-tuition.
These are a few of the services | offer:
e Upgrades to Windows 11 (Microsoft
is ending support for Windows 10 on
October 14 - | will talk you through
the different options.)
e Advice on backup procedures
e Malware scanning and removal

For more information, please contact Tom

s 07845 139848 / 01959 522361
9 tom_housden2k8@yahoo.co.uk
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A characterful log cabin and a charming shepherd’s hut set in a beautiful
meadow, a 10-minute stroll from the centre of historic Shoreham.
Enjoy our heated outdoor pool and fire pit.
www.whitehillwoods.co.uk
enquiries@whitehillwoods.co.uk *+ 07889 998988
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Hi, I'm Caz

Before joining you at Shoreham (in what
almost feels like a previous life!) long ago in 2011, |
gained an art degree with printing in London,
worked in retail, belonged to a theatre group
doing their backdrops and | volunteered at my
local church; during which time | discovered a
deep love for exploring all sorts of chaplaincy.
Then after God’s  persistent nudging to

explore  ordained ministry — believe me it
wasn’t my idea, but God is God and he won my
heart over!

In 2017, | began my academic theology studies at Trinity College. This ordinand
training was in Bristol for 3 years and then | moved back to Kent to proceed into
curacy (practical training) in Tonbridge in 2020. After a year there, | served at
Langton Green for two years and completed my curacy training at St James Church
in Tunbridge Wells. It has been my pleasure to experience a wide range of worship
styles and meet some great people along the way.

Q: What's your family background?

A: Growing up, | lived with my parents and our cats/rabbits/hamsters in a village not far
from Gravesend (before going to Art College in Rochester). The local church is still like
extended family to me and were a big support when my Dad went to live his best life in
heaven in 2023. My Mum is still an active figure in my sending church and the wider
community. Now, | have two rescue dogs, Suri and Pax (who are very friendly to humans
but can be reactive to other dogs; overcoming this is a work in progress) who will settle
with me in the vicarage. My significant other is Alex who as my long-term partner will
hopefully join us in the vicarage in due course.

Q: What does Caz like?

A: Tarantino or Tim Burton films and crime documentaries whilst munching through
chocolate covered cranberries! | enjoy eating out and socializing or curled up with a
book. | also enjoy abstract painting and have various little creative projects on the go,
which | intend to expand whilst living in Shoreham when I’'m not working. You should
know, | love exploring a good old flea market or junk shop. Music wise, | can’t play
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I'm George, a Shoreham resident In sp ired By Nature,
and a florist of 30 years, providing

bouquet deliveries, funeral pieces Created With Love |
and large scale events. "

Using locally grown blooms,
where possible, from my
wonderful grower in Eynsford.

Visit the website to make an online
order or give us a call.

[ElxekE 07904 036 403
www.gchapmanflowers.com
=T george@gchapmanflowers.com

OPEN DAILY FROM
8.00am to 8.00pm 7 days a week

A True Mini-Supermarket

g’ree @eliverq
Post Office - Tues & Thurs 9.00am - 2.30pm

Thusyanthan Nadarajah - 35 High St 01959 522 018




anything but appreciate a wide variety of musical genres including the 1920s up to
current dance and punk. I've also developed a tradition of watching the Live from
Vienna concert every New Year’s Day. I’'m no stranger to a music festival and live gigs
and am keen to support local bands and the arts.

Fave Bible verse: Matthew 13:31-32

The kingdom of heaven is like a mustard seed, which a man took
and planted in his field. 32 Though it is the smallest of all seeds,
yet when it grows, it is the largest of garden plants and becomes

a tree, so that the birds come and perch in its branches.

Q: What can you tell us about your passion in faith?
As a priest | am excited about prayer, the Bible and sincere in my worship to God, as
you would hope. So as | walk alongside people at various stages of life, it is my privilege
to hear people’s stories, and help them realise their potential giftings, enabling them to
blossom and explore God’s presence in their life. As such my passion is helping others
see themselves as God sees them, as loved and incredibly precious to Him. My aim then
is to help people connect with God in very real, personal and practical ways as they
develop their faith.
Say HI: | love a good ale shandy, a flavoured stout or a cuppa tea, so if you see me
around, probably in my snazzy footwear, feel free to say ‘hello’ and | look forward to
meeting and getting to know you.

Revd Caz, Vicar

SHOREHAM VILLAGE STORES

Whether you’re planning ahead or looking for last-minute essentials for last-minute
guests, Shoreham Village Stores is ready, as ever, for the festive season. Our Christmas
trees proved popular last year — look out for them outside by the entrance. Inside,
discover decorations, wrapping paper, crackers, party treats, chocolates, mince pies,
fine cheeses and wines, plus our excellent selection of real ales. The Susan Horsfield
Christmas cards show a range of beautiful Shoreham scenes. And don’t forget
champagne for the New Year celebrations.

Always ask for anything we can order for you. We'll be open part of the time
over Christmas Day and Boxing Day — we’ll post the hours in due course. Thank you for
your custom this past year, and we wish all our customers a peaceful and happy holiday
season. Raj and Venkat




J.LANGSTAFF LTD
O 6 06 07
City&s

cuas Electrician ~f===

Design & Installation * Fuse Board Upgrades
Security Lighting « Full or Part Rewires
System Upgrades < Fault Finding

New Builds & Extensions ¢ Garden Power & Lighting
PAT Testing « EV Chargers
Additional Sockets & Lighting Points

Professional ¢ Reliable ¢ Courteous ° Insured

Contact Jason

t:01959 525136 m:07817 733257
e: jmllimited@aol.com

TEMENOS CHAMBER CHOIR

Morning Star
Saturday 6 December, 7.30, St John the Baptist Church, Quakers Hall Lane TN13 3TX.

Music for Advent and Christmas by two great choral composers: sumptuous
Renaissance motets by Palestrina contrasting with 215 century Arvo Part’s clear, bell-
like textures. A peaceful, contemplative programme in which to escape the pre-
Christmas chaos.

Tickets £15 (£7 students) from www.ticketsource.co.uk, Sevenoaks bookshop (cash or
cheques only) or ring 01959 523765.

Kate Britten



SERVICES AT ST PETER AND ST PAUL DECEMBER 2025 & JANUARY 2026

Sunday 7th December - Advent 2
9.00am Breakfast Church
6.00pm Holy Communion

Sunday 14" December - Advent 3

9.00am Holy Communion (BCP)
10.00am No Service

6.00pm Carol Service - followed by mulled wine and mince pies
Monday 15" December
7.30pm Licensing and Installation of Revd Caz Mills
Friday 19*" December
5.00pm Carol Singing in the village (meet in church), then mulled wine & mince pies

Sunday 21t December - Advent 4
10.00am Morning Worship with Communion
Monday 22" December
5.00pm Carol Singing in the village (meet in church), then mulled wine & mince pies
Wednesday 24" December
4.00pm Christingle Service - followed by mulled wine, juice and mince pies
11.15pm Midnight Mass with carols and Holy Communion

Thursday 25" December

10.00am Christmas Day Celebration

Sunday 28" December - Christmas 1
10.00am Morning Worship with Communion

Sunday 4" January - Christmas 2
9.00am Breakfast Church
6.00pm Holy Communion
Sunday 11*" January - Epiphany 1 - Baptism of Christ
9.00am Holy Communion (BCP)
10.00am Morning Worship

Sunday 18" January - Epiphany 2 - Week of Prayer for Christian Unity
10.00am Morning Worship with Communion

Sunday 25 January - Epiphany 3
10.00am Holy Communion with Choir

Friday Prayers every Friday at 9.30am (except Boxing Day)
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Andrew McKay

Qualified and experienced Carpenter
Also experienced in external and internal painting
Free quotes and advice

07949 011806
Email: amckay1972@tiscali.co.uk

«%» HELENBREEZE | %55 eecuusrs

If you would like more information or
to arrange a free consultation please
contact our lettings team.

DianeH@hbpm.co.uk

KEYSTONE LAW

TRUSTED ADVISERS IN
RESIDENTIALPROPERTY
TRANSACTIONS

Our market leading residential property

team advises on all types of transactions
- from high-value real estate and landed
estates to houses and flats. We can

help with any legal issues that may arise
during your property journey.

12 LONDON ROAD, SEVENOAKS, KENT, TN13 1AJ

We are an independent residential lettings
and management agent and have been
assisting landlords for 30 years in Eynsford,
Shoreham, Farningham and surrounding
villages.

arla | propertymark
PROTECTED

01732 740789
WWW.HELENBREEZE.CO.UK

If you require
residential property
advice, or any
other legal support,
please contact
Shoreham-based
lawyer Marina:

MARINA BARNETT
Partner
+44 (0)20 3319 3700
1 +44 (0)7793 139 827
marina.barnett@keystonelaw.co.uk
: ww.keystonelaw.co.uk

=037



SHOREHAM WI

Our December WI meeting, on Tuesday 2 December, will be our Christmas Lunch at
The Crown, 12 noon for 12.30pm. We look forward to getting into the Christmas spirit
with all our lovely members.

The last Community Coffee Morning of 2025 will be on Thursday 11 December,
in the Village Hall, from 10am to 12pm. The cost of tea/coffee and cake is only £2 and
we would love to welcome everyone to this lovely community event.

Our first meeting of 2026 will be held on Tuesday 6 January and will take place,
with lunch, in the Village Hall, 12.45pm for 1pm. We are always pleased to welcome
guests and new potential members - please send enquiries to Shoreham@wkfwi.org.uk

Finally, our January Community Coffee morning will be held on Thursday
8 January, from 10am to 12pm, in the Village Hall. Start the year as you mean to go
on — keeping in touch with old friends, as well as making new ones, in this sociable
and warm-hearted environment. All welcome. WISHING ALL OUR MEMBERS AND
FRIENDS A VERY MERRY CHRISTMAS AND HAPPY NEW YEAR.

Shoreham WI

OVER 60s

It is with great sadness that Kath and | are stepping from running the Over 60s. Our last
working day, so to speak, will be on 10th December at the Christmas lunch, 12 noon for
12.30pm at the Village Hall.

No one is taking over but a small group of members will be running the Over
60s, with Terry Clark leading! The next event is the AGM on 28 January.

Many thanks to Suna and Kath for their sterling work arranging the Over 60s
programme over the years.

THE VILLAGE HALL TRUST AGM 10 DECEMBER 7PM _ Public Invited

Please come to our upcoming Annual General Meeting to elect the management
committee and contribute to the discussion on running the hall and balancing our
budget.

Most of us in the village have memories built in our Village Hall, whether it be
celebrations of all sorts both national and personal; community coffee mornings; art
exhibitions, plays or yoga. It is at the heart of our community in so many ways.

You may not know that it is run by a group of unpaid trustees representing
various village groups and elected from the public, and assisted by volunteer advisors.
We work hard to maintain the hall so it's available to the village at the best price we
can offer, while keeping it in good order and covering our running costs.

However, we are currently facing a financial squeeze. So far this financial year
we are facing an operating loss of £2,000. Many of you have already helped by coming
and enjoying the quiz night in March. The £972 from that is being put to good use
as part of £3,500 we need to spend on urgent repairs and maintenance to our roof
and exterior woodwork.
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rj NEWLANDS JOINERY

the finest handcrafted joinery

Windows, Doors & Gates, Conservatories
Interiors, Commercial, Survey & Design

Newlands joinery are suppliers of the finest
joinery and bespoke joinery within
the Kent area. We pride ourselves on our
craftmanship, expertise, knowledge and
customer satisfaction. All of which are among
some of the most important things to us.
To find out more head over to our website
or give us a call.

01959 522981

info@newlandsjoinery.com

www.nhewlandsjoinery.com

Kent Barn,Filston Farm,Filston Lane
Shoreham Kent TN14 5JU
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But we need to raise more funds for our normal operating costs. We are already
planning some more fun (aka “purposes of social or recreative character” to quote
our 1924 deed), village events as fundraisers, but we could do with your help, ideas
and input on how we keep the hall running for our community. So we'd love to see
you at our AGM on 10th December at 7pm in the hall. There will be an opportunity
to hear more about the hall, vote at the election of the committee, bring ideas for
fundraising and get involved.

More information:

Shoreham Village Hall is owned by The Shoreham Village Hall Trust,
established in 1924, registered as a charity in 1963 and is run by its managing trustees.
The Shoreham Parish Council is the custodian trustee of the Trust — holding the title
to the property “in trust for the Charity” — but is neither the owner itself nor part of
its management. The Trust must pay its operating costs and periodic repairs from fees
and donations. It receives no regular funding from any government body,
though the Parish Council has been generous in the past in a crisis.

Our governance document, a Charity Commission Scheme dated 1991,

requires a committee of managing trustees to be selected annually of up to 14 people:

- 2 members appointed by the Shoreham Parish Council
- 4 members elected by the general public at the Annual General Meeting
- 8 members appointed by village organisations who regularly use the hall

(The Shoreham Society, the Royal British Legion, The Women'’s Institute, Shoreham
Village Players, the Over 60’s Club, Stay and Play, the Horticultural Society)

The Committee of Management Trustees
(Geraldine Field, Ralph Abbott, Elie Williams, Tim French, Peter Kasch)

CHRISTMAS GAMES NIGHT @ THE SAMUEL PALMER

Monday 15t December, any time from 4pm to 9pm, The Samuel Palmer Pub

After a summer break, games night is back for the cosy season! Come along to The
Samuel Palmer for an evening of festive fun with games and laughter.

Everyone is welcome - kids, adults and families, whether you’re coming in a
group or on your own. Drop in any time between 4pm and 9pm; we’ll help you find a
game, a table and some new people to play with.

We'll bring a sleigh-full of easy-to-learn, family-friendly games, or you can
bring your own favourites. Christmas jumpers very much encouraged, and the bar will
be open for festive drinks.

Hosted by Ceri & Natalie Price, village residents and board game lovers and inventors!

NEWS FROM SHOREHAM VILLAGE SCHOOL, NOVEMBER 2025

It has been another busy and exciting few weeks at our school, filled with learning,
visitors, and special events that make our community so vibrant and inspiring. Last
week, we were delighted to welcome The Pioneer Academy CEO who thoroughly
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Holiday Cottage - Yorkshire Dales| |YOUR HEALTHY FEET

Foot Health Practitioners

Idyllic location in Wensleydale _ _ i

Mobile Foot Health Professional service
in th fort of h

3 bedrooms - sleeps 6/7, Enclosed garden | | " T i

TREATMENTS PRICES —
i » Corns & calluses
Off-road parking - Hard skin 242
« Verrucas ¢37 65'
« Ingrown toe nails overbo's
Dogs welcome « Thickened fungal nails
* Cracked heels
ket « Toe nail cutting and care
CO”TGCT STeVe Blr‘km « Diabetic and High Risk Foot Care and Advice
birkins78(a gm ail.com Mobile: 07500 041535
Email: sarah@yourhealthyfeet.co.uk
www.overdalecottage.co.uk Web: www.yourhealthyfeet.co.uk

Need help with

I.T. issues ? M

Contact

THE
MOUNT VINEYARD

Andrew
Prosphero - IT Support

Award winning sparkling and still wines

grown locally in Shoreham
For professional and

friendly advice and support
for home and business use 01959 524008
t.01732 742454
m. 07957 648461
andrew@prosphero.co.uk www.themountvineyard.co.uk

Helping hard working,
health conscious people to
solve their frustrating
painful problems, regain

mobility and get back to k]n Th‘o rnley

their active lives. =0 ETEOPAT H Yt

at the Quadrangle, Shoreham
Discovery session available

Find out how we can help www.itosteopathy.co.uk

no risk and no obligation 07738 017206
-call or visit website for details @ @itosteo

Back & Joint Pain ~ Muscular Aches & Pains ~ Injury Recovery & Prevention




enjoyed his visit to the school. He was full of praise for the positive atmosphere in every
classroom and was particularly struck by the enthusiasm and confidence of our pupils as
they eagerly shared their learning. Our Regional Director, Mrs Marsh, continues her
regular visits every fortnight and has been especially impressed with the outstanding
Early Years provision in Barton Class. She also took great pleasure in chatting with our
articulate pupils, who spoke so warmly about how happy they are at school and how
much they enjoy learning.

Music has also been in the air this term! Pupils from Sevenoaks School treated
our Years 3 to 6 classes to an uplifting musical workshop. Their enthusiasm and talent
were infectious, and our children loved joining in with the live singing and music-
making. We are also thrilled to welcome our new peripatetic strings teacher, who is
already inspiring three budding violinists and hopes to open up more opportunities for
string lessons very soon.

A special thank you goes to one of our Year 4 parents, who visited the class to
talk about Judaism. The children were fascinated by his insights and asked some
wonderfully thoughtful questions. We always welcome parents and community
members who wish to share their culture, religion, or hobbies—it enriches the
children’s understanding of the world and strengthens our sense of togetherness.

Our first Open Mornings for prospective parents were another great success,
with over 14 families attending the first event and many more at the second. Our House
Captains and Ambassadors were superb hosts and tour guides, representing our school
with such confidence, warmth, and pride.

Most recently, we were deeply proud of the children who represented the
school at the Remembrance Service. They read poems with great sensitivity and laid
the school wreath at the war memorial with dignity and respect. Their participation was
a poignant reminder of the importance of remembrance, and they did both their
families and the school proud.

Last week, | announced the news of my forthcoming retirement at the end of
April. | look forward to seeing some of you at various events over the next few months
before | leave my post and move to Scotland with my family.

We are hosting Open Days for prospective families over the next few weeks,
and we still have some limited spaces for pupils available in some year groups, so if you
know anyone who is looking for a small friendly school with high standards and lots of
lovely outdoor space, please ask them to call us to arrange a tour. Phone: 01959 522228
or email: office@shoreham.kent.sch.uk

Gillian Lovatt-Young, Head Teacher

CENTENARY WOOD GUARDIANS

Those of you who regularly walk in this lovely space will have noticed that a lot of work
has been undertaken over the past few weeks: some by you and other volunteers and
a huge amount by Jeremy Tooley. This effort is much appreciated and it seemed a good
idea to ask for volunteers to agree to being on a list of those who would be willing to
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MAT & REFORMER CLASSES
PRIVATE TUITION

SPORTS CONDITIONING
REHABILITATION

%Rilotes

SEVENOAKS
THE STUDIO

now at the Education Centre, Coolings Nurseries,
Rushmore Hill, Knockholt. TN14 7NN

Tel: 01959 562192 or 07799 534191
www.pilatesinsevenoaks.co.uk

ghoreham Village

Ak X

Pre-School

Rated Outstanding by OFSTED,
Shoreham Village Pre-school, offers a
happy, safe and stimulating environment
for your little one to start their education.

Contact Michelle Philbrick

T: 01959 52 5577

E: shoreham.preschool@yahoo.com
W: www.shoreham.kent.sch.uk

/;;\-\...' .
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Carpentry & [Joinery

mobile: 07957 560575 ® workshop: 01322 933939
email: rhbcarpentryandjoinery@gmail.com

The Joinery, Lower Austin Lodge Farm, Upper Austin Road, Eynsford DA40HT

Phone Sockets/Broadband

25 YRS BT ENGINEER
Fully Insured

New Phone & Broadband sockets / extensions
Fault finding repairs / Improve broadband speeds
Cat 5 wiring

Internal/external re-routing and tidying of cables

prior to double glazing
G.NUGENT (7845 705900

www.fixyourline.co.uk

Gulliver’s Travels

Otford based Private Hire Taxi
for pre-booked trips:
* Airports (we meet you in the Terminal)
* Hospital visits (wait and return)
* Cruise Terminals (luggage no problem)
* London
* Days Out (golf, seaside etc)

Ring Simon for a quote 07956 808747
or Email OtfordTaxi@gmail.com




monitor the state of the developing woodland and report any problems that should be
dealt with by the Parish Council or ourselves (including cutting back any growth of
brambles before they become a big problem). The paths are mown regularly by the
contracted grass cutter who also did a splendid job in mowing the areas between the
trees which then had to be raked off by volunteers. This annual task is to try to
impoverish this soil and allow the orchids to come back. | would like to make an email list
of those willing to participate and look forward to hearing from you.

lesleyspence@aol.com Lesley Spence

YOU BETTER WATCH OUT, YOU BETTER NOT CRY....

The
Shoreham He’s making a list and checking it twice — and he’s

. coming to The Teepee at The Mount Vineyard on
SOClety Christmas Eve at 3pm. The Shoreham Society has
arranged with The Mount to host this wonderful

annual visit.

This is a free event for all Shoreham children and those that are here for
Christmas. Mulled wine, courtesy of The Shoreham Society, will be provided for
parents and carers. Just come along: the elves will be there to meet you, sing some songs
and wait for Father Christmas’s big arrival. Same procedure for parents and carers as usual
- if you are unsure of the arrangements or you are new to the village, please get in touch
at: shorehamsociety@gmail.com.

You are asked to walk to The Mount, as their car park will be full of regular
customers. There will be elves to direct you and to ensure safety as you walk up the
driveway from Church Street. You can also approach from Church Field: the small gate at
the far end of the field will be open to give direct access to the Teepee. If you are going
to the Christingle service, which is at 4pm, you can also take the route via Church Field, but
you may need wellies! William Alexander has kindly agreed to provide some silage as a
snack for the reindeer in a nearby field.

...FATHER CHRISTMAS IS COMING TO SHOREHAM!
John Saynor, Chair, The Shoreham Society

CITIZENS ADVICE

At this time of year it’s easy to let the stress get to you, and mistakes can happen in the
rush to buy presents. The Citizens Advice website https://www.citizensadvice.org.uk
has useful tips on consumer rights and how to deal with any issues, including reporting
to Trading Standards. Or you can call the freephone number 0808 278 7810 (10am-
3pm, Monday-Friday — be prepared to wait) or email advice@nwkent.cab.org.uk, for
free, confidential advice on many other areas - housing, employment, benefits, debt
and more.

Kate Britten
17



SHOREHAM & DISTRICT HISTORICAL SOCIETY

Hop fields once spread across the Darent Valley, and each year dozens of families
arrived from Dartford and the East End of London to pick the grape-like branches
of hops, some of them bringing their own furniture as they set up camp for their
annual working holiday. On Friday 16 January, the ever-popular historian Rod
Shelton will be giving us a talk on “From Poke to Pocket: the Story of Hops”. The
meeting is at 8pm in the Village Hall, with refreshments from 7.30. Non-members of
the Society are always welcome for just £3.

In November, our guest speaker was Delia Taylor whose subject was the women of the
First World War. In Shoreham, Gwendoline Madge ran the Voluntary Aid
Detachment Hospital during the 1914-18 conflict and you can read about her in the
People section of our website.

https://shorehamkenthistory.weebly.com James Saynor

SHOREHAM PARISH COUNCIL - NOVEMBER UPDATE

Shoreham Parish Council met on 5 November, and Members were pleased to welcome
a number of residents, along with our County and District Councillors. The meeting
was preceded by a very well-attended “Coffee with a Cop” session, which offered
residents the chance to speak directly with PC Wilson, our local beat officer. It was an
invaluable opportunity for people to raise concerns and discuss local issues
informally. The Parish Council would like to thank PC Wilson and all those who came
along to make the event such a success.

Remembrance Sunday The Parish Council extends its sincere thanks to everyone
who helped make this year’s Remembrance Sunday both dignified and memorable.
Special appreciation goes to Clir Blamey and his team of volunteers, who organised
the road closures to ensure a safe procession from the Church and the proper
observance of the two-minute silence.

Items Discussed at the Meeting

Christmas Tree at the Village Hall Members agreed that a Christmas tree, decorated
with lights, will be placed in front of Shoreham Village Hall. We are grateful to the
Shoreham Allotment Association for kindly donating the tree.

Flagpole Arrangements It was agreed that the flag of St George’s Cross will be flown
outside the Village Hall. On special dates, the Royal British Legion will raise the Union
flag to mark national and commemorative occasions.

Improved Bin Provision To support the cleanliness of our village, the dog bin at
the bottom of Mill Lane will be replaced with a larger dual-purpose bin suitable for
both dog waste and general litter.

Christmas Newsletter The Parish Council will be producing a Christmas Newsletter,
which will be available on social media and on the Council’s website. A limited number
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of printed copies will be placed in public locations. If you would like a personal
copy, please email the Clerk at clerk@shorehamparishcouncil.gov.uk.
Staying Informed A full information pack for each Council meeting is available to
download from the website. Prior to planning meetings, the updated planning log
—containing details of past and current applications—is also published for residents
to view. Visit: www.shorehamparishcouncil.gov.uk
Finally, the Members and Clerk of Shoreham Parish Council would like to wish all
our residents a very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year.

Amanda Barlow, Clerk, 07912 611048, clerk@shorehamparishcouncil.gov.uk

WALNUT TREE TRUST NEWS

The Walnut Tree Trust is pleased to report its activities over the last year. To recap,
the Trust was established in 1932 and owns the cottages plus outbuildings at 29-33
High Street. Its objects are to preserve the picturesque historically listed buildings and
to use any surplus income for charitable purposes.

The Trust completed the restoration of two of its three outbuildings in
August 2024 using borrowed funds while continuing its planned programme of
improving the cottages. The outbuildings remain let at fair market levels returning a
good income that justifies their restoration expense. One of the cottages was
refurbished to be relet this year. The income from the cottages is approaching fair
market levels, as required by law and our constitution, which has enabled the
trust to continue to invest in the property, to start to pay back its loans and to
continue to gift money for charitable causes; this year the Trust granted the
Shoreham Pre-School £2,500. For greater detail on our year’s activities, please consult
our accounts and annual report, available on our own website and on the Charity
Commission website too.

There have been some changes to the Board of Trustees. Peter Triggs is
thanked for his excellent service. We have welcomed Louise Taylor, a qualified
chartered surveyor and relatively new resident to Shoreham.

We continue to search for yet another interested person to commit to contributing

to the management of the Trust for the benefit of the Shoreham community.
Jill Aisher (chair), John Dinnis (vice chair), Lesley Spence, Jonathan Histed, Graham
Peck, Peter Kasch, Louise Taylor

MISTLETOE

In Britain most mistletoe is found in the south
and west Midlands, with particularly good
populations in Herefordshire, Worcester-
shire, Gloucestershire, Gwent and Somerset.
There is mistletoe elsewhere, but it is only
regionally abundant in that core area of the
south-west midlands.
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Change may be happening though — new evidence from the last 20 years suggests that
mistletoe is spreading faster than it used to. This is particularly noticeable in eastern
areas, where established but seemingly static mistletoe populations are now spreading.
Is this change due to climate or to birds? Computer modelling does suggest that
mistletoe will head east with climate change. Or it could be something else. One
possibility is better seed spread by Blackcaps, a bird that is highly efficient at spreading
mistletoe. British Blackcaps migrate for the winter so they do not usually affect
mistletoe here, but recently continental Blackcaps have started overwintering in
Britain, with many thousands now feeding on mistletoe here and spreading it.

Kissing beneath the mistletoe is an old tradition. Allthough part of Christmas
revels, mistletoe is rarely allowed inside a church because of its pagan associations.
It is well known as the most sacred plant of the Druids, the priestly clan of the Celts.

If you have a young fruit tree in your churchyard, garden or
elsewhere, how about encouraging mistletoe by smearing
some berries onto the bark after Christmas is over? The thin
bark of a young trees is easier for the mistletoe to penetrate

CARING FOR and establish.  Prue Dakin www.caringforgodsacre.org.uk
GOD’S ACRE

SHOREHAM VILLAGE DIARY FOR MIDWINTER 2025-2026

Tuesday 2 Dec  WI Christmas Lunch The Crown 12 noon
Friday 5 Coffee and Chat Church Room 10.30am
Wednesday 10  Over 60s Christmas Lunch Village Hall 12 noon
Wednesday 10  Village Hall Trust AGM Village Hall 7pm
Thursday 11 WI Community Coffee Morning Village Hall 10am
Monday 15 Christmas Board Games Samuel Palmer from 4pm
Friday 19/Monday 22 December - Carol Singing around the village (followed by mulled
wine and mince pies) Church 5pm
Christmas Eve  Father Christmas arrives Teepee, The Mount 3pm
Tuesday 6Jan  WI meeting Village Hall 12.45pm
Thursday 8 WI Community Coffee Morning  Village Hall 10am
Friday 16 Historical Society talk on Hops Village Hall 8pm

Wednesday 28 Over 60s AGM
SHOREHAM GAZETTE

Copy for February Gazette by 18" January 2026 to shorehamgazette@gmail.com
Word attachment in Calibri 10 and single spacing, please. Images as jpgs, please

Editor Anna Fischel shorehamgazette@gmail.com
Distribution Ken Fowler 79 High Street TN14 7TB 01959 522365
Advertising Julie Carder julieshoreham@gmail.com
Postal Gazettes Terry Clark terryshoreham@gmail.com
Printing & Design Lakeside Printing and Design 01732 358815
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STAGE ¢ SCREEN « COMMUNITY

THE STAG IS A NOT-FOR-PROFIT CHARITY

Box Office 01732 450175

www.stagsevenoa ks.co.uk

P00

SEARCH STAG SEVENOAKS

WHAT’S ON STAGE

OUTSIDE THE BOX COMEDY: LOU SANDERS
TOTALLY BLONDIE
BABY BROADWAY CHRISTMAS
OUTSIDE THE BOX COMEDY: PHIL WANG
THE MUSIC OF THE FOUR TOPS
SEVENOAKS ENTERTAINERS PANTO

WHAT’S ON SCREEN

ALLTHE LATEST NEW RELEASES INCLUDING: STAG SELECT:
ELLA MCCAY ANDRE RIEU’S 2025 CHRISTMAS CONCERT
AVATAR: FIRE AND ASH THE ROYAL BALLET: THE NUTCRACKER
HAMNET NATIONAL THEATRE LIVE: HAMLET

WITH NEW EVENTS ADDED REGULARLY AND THE CINEMA SCHEDULE UPDATED EVERY WEEK
THE STAG SEVENOAKS, LONDON ROAD, SEVENOAKS, TN13 127

'R RN B EE EE EE BN BN BN BN BN B BN BN BN BN BN BN Em Em Em Em Em
EiL

) WIN FREE CINEMA TICKETS !

|
I Present this voucher at The Stag’s Box Office along with a valid theatre or
I cinema ticket to enter our monthly prize draw for FREE cinema tickets!
1

Entries must be made in person.
By entering the competition you agree to recieve marketing communications from The Stag. SEVENOAKS
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LAWN MOWING

) We value old-fashioned customer service CONTACT TONY

\=/ Alocal, trusted family business since 1989

07305 185 075
[ Specialist in uPVC and wooden doors 01959 523 046

¢13 No call out charge No fix, no fee OTFORD
© All work fully guaranteed 9 LAWNS

€83 10% Senior Citizen discount www.otfordlawns.co.uk
st 07772111222

www.christopherthelocksmith.co.uk

—X— . / Shoreham Village Hall \

. Weddings . Parties .
: + Lectures . Societies .
g Functions . Meetings.
Free WiFi

i
4

SHOREHAM VILLAGE PLAYERS

Are you interested in acting, singing,
directing, lighting & sound, stage
design & constfruction, costumes...
having a lot of fun and making
friends for life?

THEN COME AND JOIN US!

To check availability:
https://shorehamvillagehall.co.uk/hal

Ibooking/
Bookings by email only:
bookings@shorehamvillagehall.co.uk

Email:
shorehamvillageplayers@gmail.com

Or call Janet Heuston on:
01959 523 979

PLAXTOL PEST
AND WILDLIFE
MANAGEMENT

07368 605762

INFO@PLAXTOLPEST.CO.UK
WWW . PLAXTOLPEST.CO.UK




YOGA BY LUCY: CLASSES FOR -
ALL IN SHOREHAM VILLAGE ya@

Weekly group classes Shoreham Village Hall
Fusion Yoga : mixed-ability (daytime + evening)
Accessible Chair Yoga : all-levels (daytime)

Info and contact Lucy:
@ www.yogabylucy.co.uk
QO 07970 633053
Private Studio Shoreham Place B3 (9 @yogabylucy

Bespoke private and semi-private lessons

On-demand yoga video library

Teaching locally since 2017

i&Am JIOM 01732 462731
Accountancy

¢ COMPANY ACCOUNTS

INFO@RQAMHERSTACCOUNTANCY.CO.UK

¢ MANAGEMENT ACCOUNTS
e TAX PLANNING

e BOOKKEEPING REAL-TIME-DATA
¢ PAYROLL
y m
WWW.AMHERSTACCOUNTANCY.CO.UK [CERTIFIED XE

SHOREHAM
ALLOTMENTS
ASSOCIATION

Grow your own!

BED & BREAKFAST Annual rents
Self-contained Contact Sophie Marsh on + Full pIOt £25
detached 01959 525656/07752 164452 -Half plot £15
barn, offering sophie@darenthulme.co.uk . Quarter plot £10

comfortable and | darenthulme.co.uk

Membership Secretary
quietly stylish Darent Hulme, Shacklands Rd. Vannessa Hills

accommodation | Shoreham, Kent TN14 7TU v.hiIIsOQB@gmaiI.com




SUPPORTING OUR COMMUNITY

THE [DARENTEL

COUNTRY CLUB

THE DARENTH, STATION ROAD, SHOREHAM, SEVENOAKS, KENT, TN 14 7SA
01959 522944 « INFO@THEDARENTH.COM « WWW.THEDARENTH.COM
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