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Services in the Benefice in November 2025
	 Ightham	 Wrotham
Sun 2 Nov	 9am	 Breakfast@Church	 10:30am	 Holy Communion with 	
	 6pm 	 Evensong		  Healing Prayers

Sun 9 Nov	 10.30am	 Remembrance Day	 10:30am	 Remembrance Day
Remembrance Day		  Service		  Service
		  at the War Memorial		  at the War Memorial

Sun 16 Nov	 10am	 Service of the Word	 10.30am	 Holy Communion 		
	 6pm 	 Evensong	

Sun 23 Nov	 10am	 Holy Communion	 9am	 Breakfast @ Church
		  	 10:30am	 Sung Matins
Sun 30 Nov	 10am	 United Benefice Holy 		  No services today
		  Communion

WEDNESDAY MORNINGS AT IGHTHAM   	 			 
5th November	 10am	 Morning Prayer
12th November	 10am	 Holy Communion
19th November	 10am	 Morning Prayer
26th November	 10am	 Holy Communion

“In the sweetness of friendship let there be laughter, and sharing of 
pleasures. For in the dew of little things the heart finds its morning and is 
refreshed. 					     Khalil Gibran

VILLAGE VOLUNTEERING
Churchyard Working Party
Everyone is warmly invited to the next 
Churchyard Tidy up on Saturday 8th 
November from 10am – 12pm. Bring 
your own tools and gardening gloves and 
we’ll provide the tea and coffee for the 
break!

Parish Archive
Ightham Parish Council is looking for a 
volunteer to manage the archive in the 
lower Village Hall. If you are interested 
in taking on this role, please contact the 
Parish Clerk: ighthamclerk@gmail.com

CALLING ALL SINGERS
Rehearsals for the Carol Service start on Thursday 13 November at 
7.30pm at Wrotham. There will be 2 Carol Services again this year on 
21 December at 4pm in Ightham and 6.30pm in Wrotham.

If you would like to join us to sing this year, please contact Carol Kennedy.

E: carol.a.kennedy@btinternet.com
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Penny for your thoughts...

The Benefice of Ightham and Wrotham
THE PARISH OF ST PETER’S, IGHTHAM

Registered Charity No.1136162

	 	 Rector: 	 Parish in vacancy	
	 	 Church Warden:  	 Naomi Webster           T: 07421 832919 
	 		  E: churchwardens@ighthamchurch.org.uk
	 	 Benefice Administrator: 	 Jane                             T: 07940 547310	
	 		  E: admin@ighthamchurch.org.uk

	 IGHTHAM MAGAZINE 
	 	 Editorial: 	 Penny Cracknell           T: 07811 066253 	
	 		  E: cracknellpa@gmail.com
	 	 Advertising: 	 E: stpetersadverts@btinternet.com
	 	 Subscription: 	 E: magazine@ighthamchurch.org.uk

	
	              Copy deadline for the Dec edition is 15th NovC
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November is 
a wonderfully 
rich month. It’s 
both an Advent 
month, a month 
of waiting for 
an arrival; and 
a month of 
Remembrance.  
So in one 

month, almost at our year’s end, we’re 
both looking forward and backwards, 
savouring the memories of the past 
whilst feeling anticipatory for the 
excitement of the future, and all that 
lies before us.   What a weighty and 
responsible month!    Never fear 
though, as this month’s Magazine is full 
of pre-Christmas inspiration, of Church 

services allowing time to pause and 
take breath, of gardening opportunities 
to help you be at one with nature, of 
exercise for relaxation and laughter. 
Above all, it’s a packed Magazine 
reminding us that Ightham is a village 
which loves and nurtures neighbours 
as friends and embraces newcomers 
with warmth and open arms.  Riches 
indeed, and all in a little local publication 
with a large heart and deep pockets 
of information. Definitely one worth 
supporting and subscribing to; an idea 
perhaps for a Christmas gift for a 
village friend or new neighbour?  Happy 
reading . . .  	

Penny Cracknell
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IGHTHAM TENNIS CLUB
Keith Todd Wooden 
Racquets Tournament
5/10/25 - Our third annual 
tournament run in memory of long-
time member Keith Todd.  This 
social and fun event showcases the 
Club at its best with many members 
playing in vintage whites to match 
their retro wooden racquets. Run 
in a round robin format with a 
different partner each round we had 
an appreciative crowd to cheer the 
players on.  

Congratulations to 
Maria Gostyńska who 
emerged victorious, 
with a three-way tie for runner up 
position, Jon Dale, Oliver Cleverne 
and Mike Tate.
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PLAXTOL LOCAL HISTORY GROUP

Exploring Kentish Castles
A true castle is a fortified residence 
occupied by a lord or a king. David 
Carder began his talk with three royal 
castles in Kent - Dover, Canterbury 
and Rochester. He then divided other 
castles into three periods Norman, 
early and late medieval. Dover Castle 
has been in use for 2000 years, first 
as an Iron Age fort with Roman 
and Saxon additions. Its medieval 
underground tunnel earthworks 
were still in use in World War II. 
Canterbury Castle is a splendid ruin 
undergoing restoration. Rochester 
Castle has the tallest keep at 125ft 
high and was the scene of a siege in 
1215 when King John undermined 
the tower and reclaimed it from the 
Barons.  Medieval warfare was not 
pleasant. Rotten carcasses would 
be fired into the castle by a type of 
catapult called a trebuchet. 

Other castles and fortified manor 
houses were built by wealthy families 
who feared the French, such as 
Tonbridge and Allington. The original 
wooden keep at Tonbridge was 
replaced by a stone shell as the wood 
was vulnerable to fires. Of the many 
famous late medieval castles David 
Carder chose Cooling which has 
towers with arrow slits and round 
holes which are thought to be the 
earliest gun loops. Along the coast 
Henry VIII built Walmer and Deal as 
linked fortifications. Sandwich was 
built earlier by Edward 1. Kent’s 
abundance of castles matched the 
enthusiasm of the large audience.                                                         	
	
Next meeting: 8pm, Tuesday 11 
November in Plaxtol Memorial 
Hall with Jenny Watson-Bore on 
‘Pocohontas & Gravesend’.                                         
Web: plaxtollocalhistory.wordpress.com

V.Dussek
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Dear Friends and Parishioners,
Isn’t it interesting how the seasons change! 
Writing the letter for the Parish Magazine 
gives me a great observation point for 
the advance of the year. I am fortunate 
in that I can look out on our garden as 
I write, so the progression of colours is 
clearer, towards yellow and red, and then 
the loss of leaves. Whether the trees still 
have leaves in November, apart from the 
evergreens, will depend on the wind and 
how low temperatures have fallen.

From 30-degrees in August, and at best 
16-17 degrees in October, November is 
likely to bring single figure temperatures 
which will feel distinctly chilly.  We might 
still be picking the last of the apples and 
pears, but gardeners will be thinking more 
of the winter crops of cabbages, carrots 
and leeks, with climbing beans, courgettes 
and soft fruit a distant memory!

In years past, preserving food was an 
important way of providing for winters, 
which were often cold. Some of this 
tradition is continued in the jams and 
marmalades we prepare and fruit that is 
bottled or dried. The time for warming 
meat stews, fruit pies or crumbles with 
custard is getting closer!

It is also a time to remember and 
reflect on where our food comes from. 
Our farmers provide food for us in all 
weathers and fishermen go out to sea at 
enormous personal risk, throughout the 
year. Anyone who watches ‘Saving Lives 
at Sea’ will be aware of how quickly the 
weather can change endangering lives. 
Even experienced fishermen can have bad 
luck if they experience engine problems or 
very rough seas, requiring help from the 
wonderful volunteers of the RNLI.

Though we have 
passed Harvest, 
I would like to 
borrow some 
words from ‘We 
plough the fields’: 
‘All good gifts around 
us, are sent from heaven above; Then thank 
the Lord, O thank the Lord, for all his love.’

Where does all this bounty come from? I 
do believe that our Father God was and 
is the creator, not a chance coincidence 
of atoms that started a chain reaction 
through evolution. 

In all our busyness, it can be hard to find 
time to pause and look and reflect. As 
autumn advances towards winter, it is 
good to look around and wonder, perhaps 
on a walk, before returning to a hopefully 
warm home. 

Each season has its beauty, if we can pause 
and have eyes to see. Winter will give 
nature a time for rest before the promise 
of spring. Let’s enjoy autumn while it’s 
here and say ‘Thank You Father God’ for 
all that you have given us. Amen. 
John Webster 
 October, 

John Webster

“Then I heard the voice of 
the Lord saying, “Whom 
shall I send? And who will 
go for us?”  And I said, 
“Here am I. Send me!”	

Isaiah 6: 8
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St Peter’s Church 
Parent, Baby & Toddler Group

New to Ightham? New mum at home? New child carer? 

From napping newborns to toddlers 
on trikes, this friendly and 

welcoming group would love 
to see you! Come along to 
meet local Mums and carers 
over coffee/tea, and yummy 
home-baked cake.   

Need to know more?  
The Group’s leader, Kirsty 

Mitchem, will be delighted to hear 
from you.  T: 01732 885072.

Thursday  
10 -11.30 am  

(term time only)  
in St Peter’s  

Church  

MORE IGHTHAM IGHTHAMS

Interregnum Help 
Any questions or offers of help 
during the vacancy, please contact 
Jane admin@ighthamchurch.org.
uk or Naomi churchwardens@
ighthamchurch.org.uk For further 
information, please see the Benefice 
News elsewhere in the Magazine.

Welcome to Ightham Booklet

New to the village? Please contact the 
Parish Administrator for the latest 
edition of this useful booklet. E: 

admin@ighthamchurch.org.uk

Ightham Magazine

Subscribe to the Ightham Magazine and 
keep up to date with local news and 
events; read the latest Parish Council 
deliberations; and find contacts for 
local trades. The annual subscription 
is £10, for 10 issues delivered free 
to your door.  Payment can be 
made by standing order, cheque or 
cash.  To subscribe, please contact                    
E: magazine@ighthamchurch.org.uk 
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HALF YEAR TENNIS

CLUB MEMBERSHIP 

NOW AVAILABLE

FRIENDLY CLUB FOR
ADULTS, FAMILIES 

& JUNIORS

2 Courts  •  All-weather Tiger Turf
Surface • Floodlights 
Ball Machine • Club Coach   
Club Sessions • Club Teams
Tournaments • Cardio Tennis 

Visit our website  for more
information 

£55 adult:  Sept-March
- other memberships also available
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A NEW ARCHBISHOP OF 
CANTERBURY
The announcement came on 2nd 
October.

“His Majesty The King has approved 
the nomination of the Bishop of 
London, the Rt Revd and Rt Hon 
Dame Sarah Mullally, as the next 
Archbishop of Canterbury, Downing 
Street has announced.

The 106th Archbishop of Canterbury 
since Saint Augustine arrived in Kent 
from Rome in 597, Bishop Sarah will 
be the first woman to hold the office. 
She will be installed in a service at 
Canterbury Cathedral in March 2026.

Sarah Mullally has been the Bishop of 
London since 2018, the first woman 
appointed to that role, and before that 
was Bishop of Crediton in the Diocese 
of Exeter. Prior to her ordination in 
2001, she was the Government’s Chief 
Nursing Officer for England – the 
youngest person ever to be appointed 
to that role at the age of 37 – having 
previously specialised as a cancer 
nurse. Bishop Sarah has described 
nursing as “an opportunity to reflect 
the love of God”. . . . .

Bishop Sarah said: “As I respond to 
the call of Christ to this new ministry, 
I do so in the same spirit of service to 
God and to others that has motivated 
me since I first came to faith as a 
teenager.

“At every stage of that journey, 
through my nursing career and 
Christian ministry, I have learned to 
listen deeply – to people and to God’s 
gentle prompting – to seek to bring 
people together to find hope and 
healing.

“I want, very simply, to encourage 
the Church to continue to grow in 
confidence in the Gospel, to speak of 
the love that we find in Jesus Christ 
and for it to shape our actions.

“And I look forward to sharing this 
journey of faith with the millions 
of people serving God and their 
communities in parishes all over the 
country and across the global Anglican 
Communion.

“I know this is a huge responsibility 
but I approach it with a sense of peace 
and trust in God to carry me as He 
always has.”

The following day Bishop Sarah 
addressed a Canterbury Cathedral 
audience of school children from The 
Archbishop’s School, a CofE school in 
the Diocese of Canterbury, and guests 
from across the Church of England, 
Anglican Communion and the Diocese 
of Canterbury. This is an extract from 
her address.  

“Today, as I respond to the Call of 
Christ in this new ministry, I remain 
rooted in my first calling: to follow 
Christ, to know him – and to make 
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him known to the world. . . . 

“Washing feet has shaped my 
Christian vocation as a nurse, 
then a priest, then a bishop. In the 
apparent chaos which surrounds us, 
in the midst of such profound global 
uncertainty, the possibility of healing 
lies in acts of kindness and love.

“With humility and grace, we uphold 
and support those in need of our 
help. We do this to the best of 
our ability, in small ways and big, 
according to our own very particular 
gifts. That too is the service which I 
offer to the Church today.

“Given the many struggles of our 
Church and of societies here and 
around the world, I am often 
asked where I see hope. I have the 
privilege to see hope in communities, 
chaplaincies and churches in the 
Church of England and across the 

wider Anglican Communion.
“In parishes across this nation, I see 
faithful clergy and congregations 
worshipping God and loving their 
neighbours. I see thousands of 
churches running food banks and 
homeless shelters. I see hospitals and 
prison chaplains caring for people 
and families in times of desperation. 
I see Church of England schools 
educating a million children across 
this country.

“I hear parishioners ringing bells 
and inviting people to pray. I hear 
the quiet hum of faith in every 
community, the gentle invitation to 
come and be with others, and the 
welcome extended to every person. 
In all of this, I see hope – because 
I see the person of Jesus Christ, 
reaching out to us all.”
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﻿Birkbeck Chiropdy & Podiatry

The Birkbeck Chiropody & Podiatry Practice
Health Professions Council (HPC) Registered Podiatrists

Woodlands, 172 Maidstone Road, Borough Green, Sevenoaks TN15 8JD 
T | 01732 883271         W | birkbeckpodiatry.com

Open Monday to Saturday Day and Evening Appointments 
Treatments by appointment only Easy Car Parking

To Book an Appointment Please Call 

01732 883271

﻿GURKHA CLEANING & LAUNDRY SERVICE
Domestic & Commercial Cleaning

Door to Door Laundry & Dry Cleaning Service
Carpet Cleaning

9 Orchard Place Business Centre, TN15 8XQ

T: 01732 885511
E: info@gcals.co.uk

Meeting Information – All Sections are open to both boys and girls.

Beavers: 6 – 8 yrs. Thursday evening Cubs: 8 – 10 ½ yrs. Monday evening 
Contact: Tracey Luke 780588  Contact: ighthamcubs@gmail.com

Scouts: 10 ½ - 14 yrs. Friday evening Explorers: 14 – 18 yrs 
Contact: James Reid 789400  Contact: Andrew Reid 884200
         
Clothing  & Newspaper/Magazine Recycling Bins
•	 Situated	at	Village	Hall	Car	Park
Marquees for hire
•	 20ft	x	40ft	for	weddings	&	parties
•	 Mini	24ft	x	13ft,	tables	&	chairs	for	garden	parties,	BBQs	&	weddings
All proceeds go directly to the Scout Group to help the young people of your 
village

For any enquiries about joining Beavers, Cubs or Scouts please email ighthambeaverlist@gmail.com

PEEK LANDSCAPING
Driveways, Paths, Patios, Walling, Drainage, Fencing/gates, Turfing, Planting 
Garden Clearance. All work carried out to the highest standard, customer                  

references available on request. Fully Insured.

For free advice and quotations, contact Brooke Peek on: M 07494 538522 
E: brooke_﻿peek@hotmail.co.uk
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All book worms should head to Borough Green and Sevenoaks Libraries 
where they’ll find a cornucopia of literary delights, including 
children’s activities! Check the Kent Library service website 
https://www.kent.gov.uk/leisure-and-community/libraries 
or call T: 03000 41 31 31 for opening hours and up to date 
information.

Ramblers - November 2025

Stroll or stride . . .
with our friendly group of Kent Ramblers, 
part of the national Ramblers walking  
organisation. 

You don’t have to be a Ramblers’ member 
to sample a few walks to help you decide if   
you’d like to join. If you’re new, we suggest 
contacting the walk leader beforehand to 
check their walk’s suitability.

Whether you want a leisurely 
leg-stretch or a more 
demanding hike, November’s 
walks can satisfy both 
exercise levels. Full details can be found on 
Upcoming Walks link or Facebook page

or E: info@tonbridgeandmallingramblers.
org.uk

We look forward to welcoming you!
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CCTV & SECURITY SPECIALISTS 
  INSTALLATION OF FULLY NETWORKED CCTV SYSTEMS 
REMOTELY VIEWABLE FROM YOUR PC OR MOBILE PHONE 

SUPPLY AND INSTALLATION OF AERIAL AND SATELLITE SYSTEMS 

GARDEN AND SECURITY LIGHTING 

EXTERNAL CCTV FOR SHEDS, GARAGES, POOL HOUSES ETC. 

 

                  

 

TEL: 01732 22 00 52 
MOBILE: 07734 881 880 

HD CCTV 1080P AVAILABLE 

email: boroughgreen@﻿welhamjones.co.uk

www.welhamjones.co.uk

07422 665572

01732 463409

Tel: 01732 780176
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We had a full Village Hall once again 
for our October meeting with a 
couple of new members, visitors 
and those on zoom.  After going 
through last month’s Minutes, with 
reports on the WI eleven activities 
and other matters, the President 
welcomed three gentlemen from 
The Sevenoaks CPR registered 
charity.  They were part of a team 
of volunteers providing lifesaving 
CPR and defibrillator training, advice 
and maintenance.  They brought 
various dummies and defibrillators 
for everyone to practice on after 
a very informative and expert 
demonstration.  At the end of the 
session it was felt that we all had 
greater confidence and understanding 
in dealing with an emergency should 
the occasion arise. The importance of 
the whereabouts of defibrillators was 
also emphasised; Ightham has three in 
the village. 

 

Key statistics 
were as 
follows:

80% of cardiac 
arrests happen 
within the 
home; there’s a 30% chance of 
survival after CPR; a 70-80% chance 
of survival after CPR plus using a 
defibrillator. 1 in 10 survive after a 
cardiac arrest.

The CPR team emphasised that the 
life-saving work they carry out is all 
voluntary. They’re always looking for 
volunteers so please look at their 
website if interested.

New members and visitors are 
always welcome.  Any enquiries, 
please contact Helen Johnson, 
President, Ightham WI. 
E: happyflowers@live.co.uk

IGHTHAM WI

November meeting:  
Amanda Everest giving a demonstration on sour dough

 (with samples to take home).
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﻿Sunshine Landscape 
and  

Gardening Services
Full Garden Services from Design 

and Construction to Lawn 
maintenance and cutting, beds 
planted and weeded. Trees and 
shrubs trimmed, hedge cutting 
and planting. Paths, Patios and 

Fencing.

Free quotes with no obligation.

For all your garden requirements 
call Alan on 07711 079014

Locally based and Hadlow qualified.

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Tel: 01732 886968                email: info@ljtravel.co.uk 
www.ljtravel.co.uk 

Are you looking for your own  
     little piece of paradise? 

  
           Then look no further! 

 
We offer professional, friendly advice  

with the assurance that your holiday and 
money will be financially protected. 

 Cruise 
Luxury 

Family Fun 
City Breaks 
Tailor Made 

& Much Much More! 

Please support local! 
OPENING HOURS 

MONDAY – FRIDAY 9AM – 5PM 
SATURDAY 9AM – 1PM 

 

PPiillaatteess 
TTuueessddaayyss  99aamm  &&  1100aamm  

IIgghhtthhaamm  VVii ll llaaggee  HHaall ll   
 

Find out more by emai l ing :  

bodywellnesspi latesstudio@gmail .com  
 

GGrroouupp  RReeffoorrmmeerr   aanndd  
PPrr iivvaattee  SSeessss iioonnss   

at  other  t imes -  Studio in 
H i ldenborough 

w w w.b o d y we l l n e s s p i l a te s .o rg  
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FROM YOUR MEMBER OF PARLIAMENT

All of us enjoy the quiet beauty of our 
countryside - the walks across the 
Downs/Weald, the still mornings, and 
the sense of calm that defines our corner 
of Kent. That’s why the Government’s 
decision to approve a second runway 
at Gatwick Airport will come as such a 
disappointment to so many of us.

I will continue to stand alongside the 
many local campaigners who have spent 
years working to defend our countryside 
and our communities. Growth in aviation 
should bring benefits to those who live 
nearby as well as to the industry itself - 
and at present, that balance has not been 
struck.

For us in Ightham, you might ask 
why this matters? The community 
I represent goes as far south as 
Penshurst and Hever. These villages, 
primarily between Tonbridge and 
Edenbridge, suffer greatly from noise 
and environmental issues caused by 
being directly under the flightpath. Much 
of this area is a designated National 
Landscape, recognised for its beauty and 
importance. If this were a motorway on 
the ground, it would never be approved.

The airport stands to see a major 
increase in passenger numbers, but there 
remains no commitment to reinstate the 
direct rail link from Kent to Gatwick - 
something I believe should be in place 
before any expansion is allowed to 
operate. I made this point clearly at the 
public inquiry, along with the need for 
stricter limits on night flights, stronger 
protections from aircraft noise, and firm 

commitments to reduce the carbon 
impact of the airport. These are essential 
safeguards for those who live beneath 
the flight paths.

Despite my concern at the decision, I 
will continue to work to try and secure a 
direct rail link. The work to date shows 
this coming to Tonbridge, which is much 
easier to get to than Borough Green and 
Wrotham. This would help ease traffic 
on the M25 and M23 and allow us to get 
to the airport more sustainably.

My inbox is always open for you to get 
in touch on anything that may matter to 
you. My contact details are as follows:

Contact details:
E:  tom.tugendhat.mp@parliament.uk   
T: 01732 441563

Post: 130 Vale Road, Tonbridge, Kent 
TN9 1SP

Web: www.tomtugendhat.org
Social Media - @TomTugendhat 

Best wishes
Tom 
Tom Tugendhat MBE MP - Member of 
Parliament for Tonbridge and Malling
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www.bestbehaviourschoolfordogs.

﻿Best Behaviour School for Dogs

﻿﻿Adam’s GardensAdam’s Gardens
Let your garden be mine tooLet your garden be mine too

--  General Garden    General Garden  
MaintenanceMaintenance

--  Renovation  Renovation
-- Expert Pruning Expert Pruning

-- Ideas & Inspiration Ideas & Inspiration
-- Plant Advice / Supplies Plant Advice / Supplies

Friendly, Reliable & Fully insured Friendly, Reliable & Fully insured 
Studied Horticulture at Hadlow Studied Horticulture at Hadlow 
(National Diploma - Distinction)(National Diploma - Distinction)

Ring for a free quoteRing for a free quote

07957461958 07957461958 
01732 84679601732 846796

adamurgardener@aol.comadamurgardener@aol.com

Your local reliable 
plumbing & heating 

engineers, 
plus bathroom designs & 

installation 
with over 25 years of 

experience

FULLY GAS SAFE & OFTEC (OIL) QUALIFIED - INC
LANDLORD CERTS & SERVICING

G3 UNVENTED GAS CYLINDERS LPG

ACCREDITED WITH SAMSUNG & VAILLANT AIR
SOURCE HEAT PUMPS

CSCS SITE TRAINEDA/C F1 GAS REFRIGERANT

24/7 EMERGENGENCY CALLOUT
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REPORTING COMMUNITY ISSUES

TMBC Refuse Collections: Click on the link below for all 
refuse questions: https://www.tmbc.gov.uk/bins-waste/check-waste-
collection-updates

Highway problems including potholes, drainage and overgrown 
roadside foliage: https://www.kent.gov.uk/roads-and-travel/report-a-
problem

Community Police Contact: 

Our local contacts are: Inspector Terry Newman; 
Sgt Nick Atkinson; PC Dylan McElligott and Irina 
Mgebrisvili, Community Liaison Officer - PSE.  

Call 101 if you need to contact the police for a non-emergency; 999 
for an emergency or report issues with a simple online form.
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Stephen P. Gay 
Funeral Service and  
Memorial Masons 
serving the community 

Since 1982 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Funeral Homes 
www.stephenpgayfunerals.co.uk 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“Remembering you on this day, 
Comforted by so many memories”  

Funerals tailored to suit individual requirements 
 

Memorials made using the very best materials available 

9 Western Road, Borough 
Green, Kent, TN15 8AL 

Tel: 01732 780222 (24hrs) 
b.green@stephenpgay.co.uk 

 
 

39 & 41 High Street, West 
Malling, Kent, ME19 6QH 
Tel: 01732 780333 (24hrs) 

w.malling@stephenpgay.co.uk 
 

 Memorial Showroom 
 

120 Old Road West, Gravesend, Kent, DA11 0LR 
Tel: 01474 321 003 

www.stephenpgaymemorialskent.co.uk 
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BRS Landscapes

﻿BRS Landscapes

Call Bradley on 01732 763289  
or 07788 560818  

or email contact@brslandscapes.com 

﻿﻿BBrushrushSStrokes trokes 
DECORATING SPECIALIST

Ightham-based decorator  Ightham-based decorator  
With 18 years experience in all aspects  With 18 years experience in all aspects  

of Interior and Exterior work. of Interior and Exterior work. 
Carpentry work also undertaken.Carpentry work also undertaken.

Contact: Mark BradleyContact: Mark Bradley
07940 564 77907940 564 779

brushstrokes7oaks@gmail.combrushstrokes7oaks@gmail.com
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“Therefore, as God’s chosen 

people, holy and dearly 

loved, clothe yourselves 

with compassion, kindness, 

humility, gentleness and 

patience. Bear with each 

other and forgive one 

another . . . Forgive as the 

Lord forgave you.  

Psalm 91:2
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FRIENDS OF IGHTHAM SCHOOL

Last month the school celebrated harvest 
festival with a wonderful service for 
Key Stage 2 pupils at St Peter’s Church 
and a very special assembly at school 
for Reception and Key Stage 1 children. 
We enjoyed remembering that we have 
so much to be grateful for, not only at 
harvest time but all year round.  Thank 
you so much to everyone at St Peter’s 
Church, at school and in the wider 
community who played a part and 
contributed to the services and to the 
donations for the food bank.

Friends of Ightham School were lucky 
enough to spend an evening at The Hutch 
Deli and Café on 24th September. Many 
members of the local community were 
warmly welcomed by the team at The 
Hutch.  We enjoyed a drink and some 
wonderful canapes on the new terrace 
whilst hearing about the charity’s future 
plans and learning about opportunities 
to get involved with the school from the 
new head teacher, Sue Earl. Some of us 
stayed for a delicious dinner cooked by 
Ross the new chef.  Thank you so much 
to all at The Hutch Deli for such a lovely 
evening.

FRIENDS OF  
IGHTHAM SCHOOL 
If you would like to know more 
about Friends of Ightham School, 
make a donation or see how you 
can get involved please do get in 

touch by contacting Mark Keenor on 
07770 440343

 Friends of Ightham School
Registered Charity No.1192718

Natwest Business Current Account
Acct No. 83188312
Sort Code:51-81-07
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SHIPBOURNE 
FARMERS’ MARKET

Clocks have now gone back and 
autumn moves towards the depths 
of winter. Appetites change too with 
the shortening days, as we all crave a 
little comfort. Slow-cooked casseroles, 
satisfyingly starchy creamy mashes, rich 
flavoured roasts and warming puds all 
fit the bill perfectly so wrap up and 
head out for a trip to the Market for 
inspiration. 

Game is the meat of choice for cooks 
in November as the season is well 
under way for birds such as pheasant, 
partridge and wild duck. Venison and 
rabbit are also available.  Our new pie-
maker, Liz, has now added venison pies 
to her popular menu. Don’t forget her 
Shipbourne Pasty is also always worth a 
try, whatever the season!

Root vegetables are at their tastiest 
now and perfect for mashes, gratins 
and soups – they improve with the 
cold and you will notice a marked 
difference in flavour compared to 
supermarket specimens. Look out for 
parsnips, Jerusalem artichokes, swede 
and turnips. Main crop potatoes are full 
of texture and flavour and the varieties 
available locally are worth exploring.  
Brassicas really come into their own 
this month too – kale, Spring greens 
and all kinds of cabbages are wonderful 
in stir-fries, soups, and hashes or just 
steamed with grated nutmeg and more 
butter! And red cabbage cooked with 
apple, spices and red wine is another 
seasonal treat to go with rich pork, or 
maybe a roasted wild duck.

Colder waters make 
for high quality fish 
and seafood, and 
as the temperature 
drops the range 
available just gets 

better. At the luxury end of the scale 
Dover sole, turbot and halibut are 
rightly considered the very finest 
eating. Lower cost alternatives are also 
at their best. Brill is a firm white flesh 
full of clean flavour that only needs 
simple cooking. Or opt for healthy 
mackerel, full of valuable Omega 3 fish 
oils.

Bramleys are perfect for using in 
mincemeat and Christmas pudding 
so buy them ready for stir up Sunday 
at the end of the month. The eating 
varieties can be used in tarts and cakes 
or covered in chocolate or caramel for 
a bonfire night treat!

To find out more about 
Shipbourne Farmers’ Market 
and to sign up for the weekly 
e-Newsletter, visit www.
shipbournefm.co.uk
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COOKERY CORNER
BONFIRE NIGHT BAKED POTATOES

Serves 4 / Preparation: 15 minutes / 
Cooking: 1hr 30mins

Ingredients
•   4 medium baking potatoes

•   2 tbsp rapeseed oil

•   25g butter

•   1 large onion finely sliced

•   6 slices smoked streaky bacon, 
chopped

•   2 tbsp double cream

•   200g mixed good melting cheese e.g. 
reblochon, raclette or gruyere

•   Chopped parsley

Method
1.	 Heat oven to 200 C / 180 C fan /gas 

mark 6.

2.	 Prick potatoes all over with a fork, 
then rub with half the oil, some sea 
salt and black pepper.

3.	 Arrange on a baking tray and bake 
in the oven for 1hr 15 mins, until 
their skins are crisp and they are 
completely tender when prodded.

4.	 Meanwhile heat the remaining oil 
and half the butter in a frying pan. 
Add the onion and gently cook 
for 15-20 mins until softened and 
golden. Remove from the pan and 
set aside, add the chopped bacon 
and fry until just crisp. Remove 
using a slotted spoon and place on 
kitchen paper.

5.	 Halve each potato lengthways, then 
scoop out most of the potato into 
a bowl, leaving a potato skin shell 
with a thin layer of potato. In the 
bowl, crush the potato with the 
remaining butter and the double 
cream. Season with salt and pepper. 
Fold through the onion, bacon, 
three quarters of the cheeses and 
half the parsley. Spoon back into 
the potato shells and top with the 
remaining cheese. Transfer to the 
baking tray and return to the oven 
for 10-15 minutes, until melting and 
golden.

6.	 Sprinkle with the rest of the parsley 
and serve with a crisp salad.

Taken from bbcgoodfood.com
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Autumn blew in with a 
bang and the mild weather 
has let winter gently 
creep up. The colours are 
glorious and the weather 
invites cosy comforts. As 
it gets colder we can start 
to look forward to winter 
festivities. The weather invites 
closeness. 

In children and babies we understand 
the importance of secure attachment 
whereby a caregiver is the solid base 
for the child to feel secure and safe 
by the responsiveness they receive. 
As a baby this ensures they have their 
hierarchy of needs met when they 
cry; as a toddler it means being easily 
comforted when they need emotional 
regulation while exploring the world 
around them. Both involves responding 
to their respective needs and being 
helped to navigate their feelings. A child 
that can walk well but asks to be picked 
up and carried is not being lazy; they 
are signalling they need closeness for 
regulation. The same is true of infants 
who cry out in the night. The notion 
of self-soothing does not naturally 
occur until much later in development. 
When an infant ‘self soothes’ as a baby 
they’re newly dysregulated as they have 
just learnt you won’t come if they cry. 
Neuropsychological research shows that 
the first two years of life are the prime 
time for creating secure attachment 

and emotional regulation that 
impacts adulthood, and the 

likelihood of developing 
disorders such as anxiety. 
Research indicates that 
touch, holding and 
closeness all help to 
regulate a child’s system 
by lowering cortisol and 
strengthening their sense 

of security.  Most children 
only achieve theory of mind 

between the ages of 4-5. It’s a 
major step, so it’s not surprising 

that whilst learning to identify their 
big feelings, gain impulse control and 
start learning a form of self control and 
regulation, children rely on us to help 
them navigate it. 

Closeness is important for teens and 
adults too - it just looks different. In 
teens they have spikes in hormones 
and brain development. They crave 
independence but still need the security 
of boundaries, safe space support 
and understanding. In adults never 
underestimate the importance of a hug, 
a ‘check-in chat’ or little acts of kindness. 
They all add up to help lower cortisol 
and strengthen bonds. Giving time for 
closeness, bonding and kindness helps to 
regulate our loved ones. It has a knock 
on effect to improve our serotonin and 
dopamine, all of which help maintain a 
healthy brain. 

This winter cuddle up, embrace 
closeness in all its different forms and 
remember to take care of yourself too.

Chantal Montebello-Ealey

BRAIN MATTERS...

closeness matters...
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IGHTHAM PARISH COUNCIL
Chairman:	 Cllr Rodney Willingham

Vice Chairman:	Cllr Michael Holden

Parish Clerk:	 Mrs Sarah Huseyin 	
		  T: 01732 886402 		
	 	 ighthamclerk@gmail.com
Councillors:	 Cllr Steve Burgham    	
		  Cllr Carol Clark	  
		  Cllr David Emmett 	
		  Cllr Stephanie Gunson 
		  Cllr David Hall 
		  Cllr Tamsin Hogarth 
		  Cllr Kirsty Mitchem

AN EXTRACT OF THE 
PARISH COUNCIL MINUTES  
Tuesday 16 Sept 2025  
(Full Minutes can be found at www.ightham.

org or by emailing the Clerk)
REPORTS FROM COUNTY 
COUNCILLOR & BOROUGH 
COUNCILLOR: 
County Cllr Rayner reported that the 
Reform Party are due to approve a 
mission statement about reforming 
Kent 2025 - 2028, at a meeting on 
17th September. There have been 
some significant senior management 
changes at KCC; the contract for the 
Chief Executive will come to an end 
in November. The Chief Financial 
Officer and Director, plus several 
senior technical officers, have also 
given notice. 
There will be some significant changes 
to the household waste, recycling and 
waste disposal arrangements in early 
2026 when current contracts come to 
an end. Currently the black bin waste 

goes to Allington 
where rubbish is 
burned; this is very 
expensive. Cllr 
Emmett reported that some residents 
have recently had notices on their 
green bins rejecting cardboard. Cllr 
Rayner said that there is pressure to 
ensure that recycling lines are as clean 
as possible due to the cost of rejected 
loads.  
On Local Government 
Reorganisation, 2 proposals put 
forward by KPMG are being costed; 
they are for 3-tier and 4-tier 
Unitaries. Reform would prefer a 
single Unitary. A 4-tier Unitary would 
be made up of East Kent, North Kent, 
West Kent and Mid-Kent; there are 
some different options for borders. 
The cost of devolving to 3 or 4-tiers 
is estimated to be around £100m and 
would be covered by Council Tax. 
Current debt is £2.3bn; the debt free 
councils will end up picking up the tab 
for those that are unsustainable. It is 
estimated that 70% of homes in West 
Kent will have a significant increase in 
council tax.
On Thursday 18th September, 
Reform are putting together a time 
limited motion on Climate Change to 
rescind the declaration of a climate 
emergency. The Liberal Democrats 
are also putting forward a motion 
to encourage residents to ensure 
that vaccinations are up to date and 
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﻿Car Wright Auto Services

Membership Secretary: Cathy Reid-Dick
T: 887056

Qualified automobile engineers

Visit our website and follow us on Facebook and 
Instagram to find out about these events which 
take place from Spring to Autumn or get in touch 
to find out more.

planetplants.co.uk

facebook.com/planetplants

instagram.com/planetplants_ightham

W

PLANET PLANTS, BACK LANE, IVY HATCH, IGHTHAM, SEVENOAKS TN15 9AU  

Tel 01732 884589  Email info@planetplants.co.uk

Join us at Planet Plants, 
your local wholesale 
nursery specialising 
in ornamental shrubs 
and trees, on dedicated 
public open days this year.

PUBLIC OPEN DAYS

PLANTS
PLANET
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support DPH and MMRV; this is due 
to the increase in disease due to low 
vaccine take up in urban areas.
Reg 18B Local Plan is due at the end of 
October 2025.

MATTERS ARISING 

Highways & PROW Matters: HIP 
update – The Clerk reported that the 
double yellow lines had been installed 
at Dark Hill. Ightham Common 30mph 
reduction - The Clerk reported that 
it was likely that there would be 
NO 30mph roundels and minimal 
repeaters on the roads around 
Ightham Common. Back Lane isn’t due 
to be included in the speed reduction, 
but this may change at the design 
stage if the engineer determines that 
Back Lane should be included to avoid 
leaving a short section of derestricted 
road.  Oldbury Lane 20mph - We are 
awaiting confirmation from a resident 
that we can use their verge for a 
20mph sign on Oldbury Lane. Old 
Lane - We are awaiting a response 
from KCC. The Clerk reported that 
the Old Lane sign had been knocked 
down and there was a lot of mud on 
the lane; Highways have agreed to 
clear it and the sign has been reported.  
Mirror on Back Lane junction – It was 
agreed that the Clerk should purchase 
mirrors and then we can decide 
where they are positioned. Clerk to 
get approval from the landowner. 
Back Lane bus stop – update – This 
has now been cleaned, and the Clerk 
has requested KCC to remove the 
timetable. Cllr Holden also offered to 
see whether he could do it.

Miscellaneous: A227 
Closures at Wrotham 
and Borough Green 
18-26th October (half 
term). Clerk to ask 
James Hayward to 
cut the hedges at Leathercote Corner. 
Tree down on Common Road junction 
with A25; Clerk to ask James to 
remove it from the pavement. Report: 
bollards at Common Road blocking 
sight lines, tree down on footpath by 
Haul Road, weeds on A25.

Allotments: Cllr Emmett reported that 
he had cleared a fallen tree and that 
the grass had been cut.

Recreation Ground: Playground 
repairs – The Clerk is awaiting a quote 
from Wicksteed. Surfacing quotes 
– The Clerk has asked Wicksteed 
to quote and will contact other 
contractors recommended by other 
Clerks. Ightham Sign – The planning 
application has been sent to TMBC 
and is awaiting approval. Cllr Emmett 
has replaced the gate latch saving us 
£700. 

Village Hall: Update. A quote to 
remove moss from the steps, back 
wall and windows for £150 was 
approved. The contractor will also 
include cleaning the village sign. The 
Village Hall rebuild committee are 
meeting on 30th September to discuss 
the next project steps. Cllr Holden 
suggested that each member should 
visit another Hall and Fordcombe, Ide 
Hill, East Peckham, West Peckham, 
Chiddingstone and Paddock Wood 
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THE WEST 
KENT ﻿AUTISM 

PARENT 
SUPPORT 
SOCIETY

For parents and carers of children and 
young people with autism, ADHD  

or social communication difficulties
With Claudia Goodman   

Special Needs Teacher, ex SENCO and parent of son with ASD

Meet on the  
first Tuesday   
of the month
9.30-11.30am
St Peter’s Church 
Centre, Ightham, 
TN15 9JD
£2 entry includes 
refreshments

*	Contact with other parents 
who understand

*	Feel less alone in a  
safe, welcoming and  
non-judgemental setting

*	Share useful strategies  
and information re contacts 
and local resources

*	Learn and gain knowledge 
about best strategies and 
management

*	Problem-solve and 
find ways forward

*	Join us for talks, zooms  
and socials

A friendly welcome to all!
For further details/to register interest:  

Claudia 07773 599543
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were suggested. Cllr Holden reported 
that he had contacted 2 surveyors and 
is awaiting a response. Cllr Holden 
suggested inviting a local architect to 
give a view; agreed.

Flooding: Busty Stream – clearing 
vegetation. Clerk to ask James 
Hayward. 

Oldbury Annexe: New lease – The 
draft lease is with Pioneer Academy, 
and we are awaiting their comments. 
The annexe which will remain vacant 
until the lease is signed.

Archive: We are still looking for a 
replacement archivist.

TMBC ASB Enforcement Team: We 
have made a request for the ASB 
Team to monitor parking on Oldbury 
Lane at school pick up. 

St Peter’s Church: Update - Meeting 
arrangements to be made to discuss 
churchyard maintenance. We have 
received a request for continued 

support of £1,000 
towards the Parish 
Magazine printing 
costs and an 
additional £400 to 
cover design costs. 
The Clerk was asked to email the 
Treasurer to ask to see the last 3 
years’ accounts for the Magazine 
before considering the request.

PLANNING   

4 planning applications were received 
and we raised 1 objection. TMBC 
approved 4 applications. 

AOB

Cllr Clark reported that there was a 
water leak on Rectory Lane – Clerk 
to report. It was noted that the leaks 
on A227 and The Street have already 
been reported.

The Clerk reported that she had 
donated our old defibrillator to The 
Plough.
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Expert installers of  
Jacksons Fencing  

(25 year guarantee)

Advanced decay detection 
equipment to check internal  

integrity of a tree

Safe removal of dead  
and dangerous trees

Call Nick:
07712 764 882
www.npctreesurgery.co.uk

•  Felling and shaping

•  Stump grinding

•  Hedge cutting

•  Tree and hedge planting

•  Fully qualified and insured

BASED IN IGHTHAM
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Borough Green and 
Wrotham u3a 

This is just a reminder that Borough 
Green and Wrotham u3a monthly 
meetings are held on the second Monday 
of each month at 2 pm in Borough 
Green Village Hall, with tea, coffee, 
and biscuits. Parking/disabled access  
available.  

Our speaker on Monday 10th November 
is Jennie Randall, with her talk ‘Not 
Forgotten - The Crooked Billett’.  80 
years ago this year London faced a new 
and terrifying threat from a completely 
new weapon, the V2.   Find out what 
happened when a V2 rocket destroyed 
the Crooked Billett (now a Harvester) 
in Southborough Lane, Bromley in 
November 1944 and how those killed 

and injured are now 
commemorated on 
a blue plaque. It’s 
not just a story of 
history; it’s about what one person can 
do with a great deal of perseverance. (A 
very apt talk given Remembrance Day is 
on the 11th). 

We look forward to welcoming 
existing and new members, and 
guests (£5).  Parking is free for Village 
Hall users, so please remember to 
register your car in the Village Hall 
lobby when you arrive. For further 
information, or to join your local u3a, 
please contact: info@bgwu3a.org.uk  or 
visit our website https://bgw.u3asite.uk

700 years of festive cheer

Ightham Mote, Mote Road, Ivy Hatch, Sevenoaks, Kent TN15 0NT 
www.nationaltrust.org.uk/ightham-mote
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A Timeless Christmas at Ightham Mote
22 November – 4 January

Journey through seven  centuries of yuletide traditions from the pagan Middle Ages to the sparkle of the 1980s.

With evocative lights, nostalgic soundscapes and seasonal scents, explore how Christmas has been celebrated through the 
ages, from Victorian splendour to  1950s vintage glamour, ending with a tribute to  40 years of National Trust care since 1985.

Enjoy a festive programme of walks, workshops and live music, delicious seasonal treats in the café and pick up the perfect 
Christmas gift in the shop. Visit the website for details.
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THINKING OF GUY FAWKES 
– a cause for thanksgiving
I urge, then, first of all, that petitions, 
prayers, intercession and thanksgiving 
be made for all people - for kings and 
all those in authority, that we may live 
peaceful and quiet lives in all godliness 
and holiness. This is good and pleases 
God our Saviour. 1 Timothy 2:1-3

Guy Fawkes Night used to be more 
popular, and many homes had bonfire 
parties and made ‘Guys’. Until the 
19th century the law even said that 
you had to go to church on that day 
for a special service, and no doubt 
the day ended with bonfires and 
celebrations. 

The Observance of 5th November 
Act 1605 was also known as 
the Thanksgiving Act, as it was a 
response to the deliverance from 
the Gunpowder Plot. It required 
church ministers to hold a special 
service of thanksgiving annually on 
5th November, during which the act 
was to be read out in church. The 
act required that all “Ministers in 
every Cathedral and Parish Church… 
shall always upon the fifth Day of 
November have a service which 
all persons had to “diligently and 
faithfully” attend. 

The introduction to the act described 
the “inhuman, barbarous and cruel” 
terrorist plot to murder the king 
and his government, which was 
prevented by the miraculous and 
timely discovery. The legislation said 
the country should always be thankful 

and have a “joyful day of deliverance”.  
The law was repealed in 1859 by the 
Anniversary Days Observance Act. 

Thankfully we live in a somewhat 
more tolerant yet increasingly fragile 
era, but sadly are we less grateful for 
our blessings? How often do we have 
thanksgiving services in church? Now, 
more than ever, we need to pray for 
our nation and show our gratitude for 
the many blessings God has given us 
and our nation.
Source: The Parish Pump 

PREPARING FOR ADVENT
Donkey Roads and Camel Treks: A 
pilgrim’s guide for Advent – BRF Advent 
Book 2025 By Gemma Simmonds, BRF, 
£9.99
The lectionary readings for Advent 
speak of making a straight path 
towards God, but many of us find 
our own route decidedly winding. 
Biblical characters in the story of the 
incarnation are called to set out on 
the road to discipleship using any 
means of carriage they can. This book 
offers user-friendly encouragement 
(with the 
occasional 
spur 
onwards) to 
explore what 
helps and 
what hinders 
us in this 
journey.
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Borough Green Road, Ightham, Kent, TN15 9JA.  
T: 01732 884726

Countdown to ChristmasCountdown to Christmas

•	 Cut and pot grown British 
Christmas trees from 2ft-
15ft

•	 Holly wreaths and hand 
decorated wreaths

•	 Christmas foods, mince pies and Christmas 
hampers

•	 Local fresh bread, vegetables, fruits, cheeses and 
Simply Ice Cream

•	 Treat yourself to a coffee available in farm shop 

•	 We stock frozen meals and desserts

Open every day: 9am-5pm
E: sales@﻿greenacresgardencentre.co.uk

We stockWe stock frozen meals and dessertsfrozen meals and desserts
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Plaxtol Pest & Wildlife Manage-
ment

Ciaran Payne 07368 605762

info@plaxtolpest.co.uk   www.plaxtolpest.

 

Ightham Primary School   

 

If you would like to book a place, visit https://forms.office.com/e/p28t8EBTH4  

or email admin@ightham.kent.sch.uk  or call us on 01732 882 405 

 

 

 

 

 

SEPTEMBER 2026 NEW ENTRANTS OPEN DAYS 
Tuesday 11th November at 9:30am 

Monday 17th November at 2pm 
Wednesday 26th November at 2pm 

Friday 28th November at 9:30am 
Wednesday 7th January at 9:30am 
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﻿﻿Construction & Property MaintenanceConstruction & Property Maintenance

Email - tbirchltd@gmail.com
Tel - 01732 674317 
Mob - 07789 797943

A local company for all your renovation  
and property maintenance requirements

Sevenoaks Road (next to the Village Hall)

Fully Licensed Bar  
with ﻿outside patio garden

Pool, Darts, Snooker
Quiz and Music nights. 
Plenty of car parking 

 
New Members/Guests welcome.  
Feel free to just pop in for a drink  

and meet the team

Open from 7pm (except Mondays and 
Saturdays). Available for private hire.

Contact Mark on 07517 548731  
with any enquiries www.﻿clockcare.co.uk

Clock Care Ltd.

Antique Clock  
Repairs & Restoration

John Mathieson 
Accredited MBHI 

West Dean/BADA Diploma
Based in Tonbridge

Tel: 01732 359006
E: john@clockcare.co.uk  

www.clockcare.co.uk
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All DIY work for reasonable rates 

Painting and Decorating, 
Kitchen Fitting, 

Decking, Fencing, 
Sheds and all Carpentry work, 

Flat pack assembly, 
Jet Washing. 

 
General property maintenance 

No job too small 
 

John Ballantyne  
Mobile: 07890 034846 

﻿GF Harris
Garden Maintenance

Small local company (based in 
Platt) offering a reliable, friendly and 

professional garden maintenance 
service including one off, weekly, 

fortnightly or ongoing visits.
Services include: Lawn Mowing, 

Hedge Cutting, Planting, Pruning, 
Leaf Clearance and much more!
Free Estimates - Fully Insured
Contact Grant: 07532340210

Email: 
gfharrisgardening@gmail.com

01732 885882         https://www.﻿samsian.co.uk
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TheEcoPantry.co.uk @ecopantryuk

www.TheEcopantry.co.ukwww.TheEcopantry.

﻿Eco Pantry

www.TheEcopantry.

Could you be a hero and share your skills?
There are lots of opportunities for you to make a difference 
and support your local community.

*	 Green fingers?

Lend a hand, tidying up the 
churchyard and supporting our local 
biodiversity.

*	 Baking or tea-making 
skills?

We offer a warm welcome at our 
Community Coffee Shop, after our 
Sunday morning services and at 
Breakfast@Church

*	 Good with words or 
design?

We’re looking for help with the 
Parish Magazine - writing articles, 
editing or graphic design, there are a 
variety of ways to involved.

*	 Digital skills?
You could help run powerpoint 
slides, press play for music during the 
services, help with the website and 
social media.

If you could be a hero and help, email Naomi on 
churchwardens@ighthamchurch.org.uk
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MEDITATE

A Poppy Prayer

Look at your poppy. Poppies are 
bright and cheerful flowers: give thanks 
to God for the lives of those who have 
died in war, remembering all the joy 
they brought to families and friends, 
and all the good things they did for 
their home and their country.

Then look at the red petals: red 
reminds us of danger and harm. Ask 
God to be close to those who are still 
facing danger each day, to give courage 
to the armed forces, and compassion 
to all who help others.

Place your whole hand over the 
poppy: poppies are also fragile and 
need to be handled gently. God cares 
for those who are hurting and those 
who are sad. Ask God to comfort all 
who are grieving the loss of someone 
they love.

Finally place a finger on the centre of 
the poppy: ask God to help you play 
your part in working for peace in the 
world.  AMEN

www.﻿Scouts247.org.uk
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A Facebook response to a new Archbishop of Canterbury
’Twas the night before the announcement, and all through the land,
Not a cleric was certain what fate was at hand.
The mitres were tilted, the incense burned low,
In hopes that the Synod knew which way to go.

The curates were nestled all snug in their stalls,
While visions of purple danced round in St Paul’s.
And Dean in his cope, and Mrs Dean in her cap,
Had just settled down for a long Anglican nap.

When out on the green there arose such a clatter,
The vergers all gasped, “What on earth is the matter?”
Away to the press room they flew like a flash,
Spilling their tea in a most un-English splash.

The cameras were clicking, the headlines all blared,
“The choice has been made—Sarah Mullally’s declared!”
A bishop, a nurse, with a penchant for flair,
The Archbishop of Canterbury—yes, she’s there.
Now some cried, “Ecstatic! At last, something new!”
While others turned pale, muttering, “What will we do?”

Some clutched at their prayer books, bewildered and glum,
While others sang “Alleluia! Progress has come!”
The vicars debated with sherry in hand,
The ordinands blogged what they could not withstand,

And Twitter exploded with glee and dismay—
A thoroughly Anglican kind of display.
Yet Sarah just smiled, with a bishop’s calm cheer,
“Fear not, for the Spirit has brought us all here.

Through laughter and grumbling, we’ll muddle somehow—
The Church is still Christ’s, whatever the row.”
So bishops may grumble, and laity weep,
But Canterbury’s crozier she’s now sworn to keep.

And I heard her exclaim, as she took up her role,
“God bless this dear Church… though it does test my soul!”
Unattributed 2025
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﻿G Nugent Telephone Engineer

    Are you organising a 

children's party? A talk?

A disco? A yoga class? A 

wedding reception?

If so, why not think of using the 

IGHTHAM VILLAGE HALL?

Hire charges are highly 

competitive, and the space is 

perfect for all kind of gatherings. 

There is also ample and well-lit 

parking.

For further information contact 

Jenny Elliot T: 01732 780283

E: ighthamvillagehall@gmail.com 

FOR WEALTH MANAGEMENT SOLUTIONS 
THAT REALLY DELIVER, WE’LL POINT YOU
IN THE RIGHT DIRECTION…

Providing Independent Financial Advice to the local community.

� Pensions � Investments � Savings

Over 25 years experience in advising clients on areas such as:

� Protection � Annuities � School Fees planning

All fees agreed in advance. Initial meeting held at no cost to you. 
For further information, please contact Alec Cameron on 01732 884000 
or email ac@coloma-wealth.com

Contact: Alec Cameron on 01732 884000  |  07810 003534  |  ac@coloma-wealth.com
Authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority. Financial Conduct Authority Register Number: 563449

    
Kent Science Tutor                

                                         

Qualified, early-retired  
grammar school teacher DBS 

checked
1-to-1 tutoring for:

•Common entrance Science
•KS2 - KS3 Science (ages 8-13)
•KS4 (GCSE/ iGCSE) Biology, 

Physics and Chemistry (age 13-16)
•KS5 Chemistry (A level, IB, 

Cambridge Pre-U)
•INTENSIVE REVISION LESSONS 

Available daytime/evening/
weekend, my home or yours

Sevenoaks/Tonbridge/Malling areas
First assessment lesson free. 

Phone: 01732 780552
Mobile:  07711 940073

Email: kentscience@yahoo.co.uk

For further information contact 
Jenny Elliot

E: ﻿ighthamvillagehall@gmail.com
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St Peter’s Church
Rector  	 Parish in Vacancy
Church Warden 	 Naomi Webster	 T: 07421 832919. 
		  E: churchwardens@ighthamchurch.org.uk
Parish Office	 Administrator	 T: 07940 547310	  	
(Mon/Tue/Thur/Fri 9am-1pm)	 E: admin@ighthamchurch.org.uk  
Licensed Lay Minister        	 John Webster             	 T: 884819 
Lay Readers	 Michelle Lawson	 T: 01634 240598
		  Bryan Harris (honorary)	 T: 07733 228048
Hon. Treas/Gift Aid Sec.	 Max Robinson 	 T: 885966
Safeguarding Officer	 Finley Lawson	 T: 01634 240598
PCC Secretary	 Sarah Reid	  
		  E: pccsecretary@ighthamchurch.org.uk 
Church Flowers	 Judy Debenham 	 T: 882640
St Peter's Choir & Music	 Carol Kennedy	 T: 884764
Bell Ringing	 Judith Robinson  	 T: 0788 0507066 
Coffee Shop	 Jenny Webster  	 T: 884819
Men’s Breakfast	 John Webster  	 T: 884819	  
Oasis	 Bridget Kelsey	 M:  07789 692967       
		  E: oasis@ighthamchurch.org.uk
Parent & Toddlers 	 Kirsty Mitcham  	 T: 885072
Prayer Group	 John Webster 	 T: 884819

Ightham Magazine
Editorial	 Penny Cracknell	 T:07811 066253
Advertising	 E: stpetersadverts@btinternet.com 
Subscriptions/Distribution 	 E: magazine@ighthamchurch.org.uk

Community Groups & Events
Autism Parents Support Soc.	 Claudia Goodman	 T: 07773 599543
Ightham Club	 Mark Brenta 	 T: 882104
Ightham Gardeners’ Club	 Pippa Coulthard 	 T:883041. 	  
		  Dee Samways 	 T: 07799 002 129
Ightham School	 Sue Earl, Headteacher 	 T: 882405
Ightham Village Hall	 E: ighthamvillagehall@gmail.com
Ightham Scouts- 
	 Explorers & Scouts	 James Reid 	 T: 789400
	 Cubs	 E: ighthamcubs@gmail.com
	 Beavers	 E: ighthambeavers@gmail.com
Ightham WI	 Helen Johnson						    
		  E: ightham@wkfwi.org
PCSO 	 PC Dylan McElligott	 T: 101 (non emergencies)

Sports
Badminton Club	 Nick Dennis  	 T: 882078
Cricket Club	 Geoff Preston 	 T: 01474 812594 
		  Tom Bentall	 T: 07712 566772
Football Club	 Martyn Reardon  	 T: 07725 896 886 
Tennis Club	 Max Robinson                     	 T: 885966

DIRECTORY
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A prayer for World peace

O God of the nations,
as we look to that day when you will gather people

from north and south, east and west,
into the unity of your peaceable Kingdom,

guide with your just and gentle wisdom all who take 
counsel

for the nations of the world,
that all your people may spend their days in security, 

freedom, and peace,
through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.

Source: church of england


