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 C
hurch  N

ew
s 

 O
ctober  and  autum

n  is  the  season  of  H
arvest  festivals. 

 St 
 Peter’s 

 H
igh 

 C
ross 

 w
as 

 beautifully 
 decorated 

 for 
 the 

 w
ell-attended  service  on  5  O

ctober. 
 M

any  thanks  to  all  w
ho 

 contributed  –  their  displays  w
ere  also  appreciated  w

hen  the 
 school  held  their  festival  on  the  14  th  . 

 The  H
arvest  supper  w

as  also  a  great  occasion.  35+  of  us  w
ere  treated  to  a 

 delicious  tw
o  course  supper  kindly  served  by  Lucy  and  O

liver  H
eaton  and 

 their  friend  O
scar. 

 It  w
as  a  very  happy  occasion  and  provided  the 

 opportunity  to  sit  and  chat  to  friends  and  neighbours.  An  enorm
ous  thanks 

 to  Suzanne  for  organising  this  so  efficiently. 
 H

opefully  a  goodly  sum
  w

as 
 raised  tow

ards  the  heating  system
. 

 O
n  the  rare  occasion  that  Susie  has  a  w

eekend  off  w
e  are  fortunate  to 

 have  R
ev  Adrian  H

arbidge  to  step  in. 
 Such  w

as  the  case  on  Sunday  19 
 O

ctober. 
 W

e  thoroughly  enjoy  w
elcom

ing  him
  to  H

igh  C
ross  and  enjoy  his 

 incitive  serm
ons  as  w

ell  as  his  dry  sense  of  hum
our!  Am

ongst  m
any  other 

 posts,  Adrian  w
as  Archdeacon  in  the  D

iocese  of  W
inchester  before  his  final 

 living  as  R
ector  of  Seale,  Puttenham

  and  W
anborough  (in  G

uildford 
 D

iocese).  H
e  retired  at  the  end  of  2016. 

 R
em

em
brance  is  rapidly  approaching. 

 The  annual  service  is  held  at  St 
 Peter’s  Froxfield  G

reen,  10.45  am
  w

ith  the  Act  of  R
em

em
brance  taking 

 place  in  front  of  the  w
ar  m

em
orial  on  the  green. 

 There  is  also  a  m
ore 

 personal  service  of  Thanksgiving  and  R
em

em
brance  at  All  Saints,  Steep  at 

 4.00  pm
  on  Saturday  25  O

ctober. 

 R
eturning  to  heating  –  w

e  have  very  little  until  the  new
  system

  can  be 
 installed. 

 The  big  question  is  w
hen?? 

 W
e  have  applied  for  a  faculty,  the 

 church  equivalent  of  planning  perm
ission,  and  hopefully  by  the  tim

e  you 
 read  this  it  w

ill  have  been  granted. 
 W

e  do  know
  it  w

ill  be. 
 O

nce  w
e  have 

 the  perm
ission,  w

e  can  place  the  order  for  a  new
  electricity  supply  and 

 order  the  heating  chandeliers. 
 In  the  m

eantim
e,  sorry,  w

e  w
ill  just  have  to 

 w
rap  up  w

arm
ly  and  hope  it  is  in  for  C

hristm
as. 

 Lindsay  C
legg 

 C
hurchw

arden. 
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 M
argaret  H

all  1923  –  2025 

 M
argaret  H

all,  of  C
oles,  Privett,  w

ho  died  in  O
ctober  at  the  age 

 of  102  possibly  ranks  as  the  oldest  person  to  live  in  the  parish. 
 M

argaret  w
as  a  recent  resident:  her  son  M

ike  and  his  w
ife 

 Shuna  purchased  C
oles,  w

ith  its  renow
ned  26  acre  garden,  in  2014,  and 

 M
argaret  cam

e  to  live  in  a  cottage  in  the  grounds  in  2020. 
 She  had  the 

 good  fortune  to  die  quietly  in  her  ow
n  hom

e. 

 U
ntil  very  recently  M

argaret  enjoyed  taking  part  in  village  life  –  she 
 w

orshipped  in  the  parish  church,  celebrated  both  the  Platinum
  Jubilee  and 

 the  C
oronation  in  Privett  C

hurchyard  (she  lived  under  five  m
onarchs,  and 

 w
as  older  than  the  late  Q

ueen),  and  in  July  this  year  w
elcom

ed  those 
 visiting  the  garden  at  C

oles  for  The  G
arden  C

lub’s  O
pen  G

arden  afternoon. 
 She  w

as  blessed  w
ith  good  physical  health  and  a  razor-sharp  m

ind,  and  as 
 one  of  her  regular  visitors  rightly  said,  after  a  visit  to  M

argaret  you  alw
ays 

 left  m
ore  invigorated  than  w

hen  you  arrived. 

 It  could  be  fascinating  speaking  to  som
eone  w

ho  had  lived,  as  an  adult,  in 
 tim

es  w
hich  to  m

ost  of  us  w
ere  “history”,  and  w

ho  had  such  good 
 recollection:  at  VE  D

ay  80  th  anniversary  she  rem
inisced  about  VE  D

ay  itself 
 –  that  m

orning  she  w
as  taking  a  Finals  exam

  at  college  in  Southam
pton 

 w
hen  the  Principal  of  the  college  burst  into  the  exam

  room
  to  give  the  good 

 new
s  of  the  end  of  the  w

ar  in  Europe. 
 M

argaret  and  all  the  other  students 
 just  threw

  dow
n  their  pens  and  rushed  out  of  the  room

  there  and  then,  into 
 the  street  w

ith  the  other  college  students  m
arching  into  the  centre  of  the 

 tow
n  singing  songs  in  the  highest  state  of  excitem

ent. 
 She  passed  the 

 exam
! 

 M
argaret  had  a  full  and  fascinating  life,  w

ith  a  large  fam
ily  and  spending 

 tim
e  living  abroad. 

 She  could  chat  happily  about  current  politics,  the 
 adventures 

 of 
 her 

 grandchildren 
 and 

 great 
 grandchildren, 

 life 
 as 

 a 
 W

esterner  in  Japan,  or  w
hich  players  w

ere  progressing  through  the 
 W

im
bledon  fortnight.  She  had  a  strong  C

hristian  faith,  a  genuine  interest  in 
 the  lives  of  others,  and  she  loved  life  to  the  end. 
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 The  C
urtis  M

useum
  and  A

llen  G
allery,  A

lton 
 (01420  82802) 
 w

w
w.ham

pshireculture.org.uk/curtis-m
useum

 
 w

w
w.ham

pshireculture.org.uk/allen-gallery 
 O

PEN
IN

G
  TIM

ES 
 Tuesday  to  Saturday 
 C

urtis  10am
  –  4.30pm

.  A
llen  10.30  –  4pm

 

 A
LLEN

  G
A

LLERY 

 The  Allen  G
allery  in  C

hurch  Street,  Alton  w
as  successful  in  receiving 

 funding  from
  m

ultiple  sources,  including  the  N
ational  Lottery  H

eritage  Fund, 
 East  H

am
pshire  D

istrict  C
ouncil  and  Alton  Tow

n  C
ouncil  for  a 

 redevelopm
ent.  The  redevelopm

ent  project  started  in  M
ay  2025  and  the 

 project  team
  at  H

am
pshire  C

ultural  Trust  are  now
  planning  for  the 

 scheduled  capital  w
orks  to  begin  in  early  2026.   

 This  am
bitious  project  w

ill  transform
  the  Allen  G

allery  into  a  m
ore 

 w
elcom

ing,  accessible  and  inspiring  space  for  everyone,  w
ith  new

  displays, 
 a  dedicated  com

m
unity  area,  and  a  program

m
e  of  ceram

ics-inspired 
 creative  w

orkshops  and  activities  for  all  ages. 

 The  schedule  of  capital  w
orks  being  undertaken  w

ill  m
ean  a  period  of 

 closure  for  this  w
ork  to  be  carried  out  w

hich  w
ill  be  as  follow

s: 
 ● 

 End  of  D
ecem

ber  2025:  The  A
llen  G

allery  closes  to  the  public 
 ● 

 Throughout  2026:  w
ork  is  carried  out  at  the  venue 

 ● 
 Early  2027:  The  gallery  w

ill  reopen  to  the  public. 

  D
uring  the  closed  period  there  w

ill  be  a  range  of  com
m

unity  program
m

es 
 and  creative  activities,  m

uch  of  w
hich  w

ill  take  place  at  the  C
urtis  M

useum
 

 and  other  local  venues.  These  w
ill  include  fam

ily  w
orkshops,  volunteering 

 opportunities,  and  special  events  designed  to  bring  people  together  and 
 celebrate  Alton’s  heritage.  

 To  find  out  m
ore  about  this  program

m
e  and  to  keep  up  to  date  w

ith  the 
 project  please  visit   Allen  G

allery  |  H
am

pshire  C
ultural  Trust  . 
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 A
  M

essage  from
  the  PC

C
  of Froxfield w

ith  Privett 

 W
e  are very  excited to  report  that  R

ev  Susie  is  to  be  officially  installed  as 
 our vicar!  
 M

any  of  you  w
ill  know

  R
ev  Susie  and  m

ay  w
ell  be  thinking  “but  surely, 

 she   ALR
EAD

Y  IS   our  vicar!  but  actually,  her official  title  is  “Priest  –  in  - 
 C

harge”.     
 Earlier  this  year  the  Bishop  of  Portsm

outh,  asked  the  P.C
.C

.s  of  Steep 
 and Froxfield w

ith  Privett,  how
  they  w

ould  feel  should  Susie  becom
e  our 

 vicar  and  (unsurprisingly!)  w
e  all  said,  “W

e  should  like  that  very  m
uch!”   

 So,  w
e  w

ould  like  to  extend  a  very  w
arm

  invite  to  everyone  in  the  parish  to 
 Susie’s Installation Service  at  All  Saints  C

hurch  Steep on  11  th   N
ovem

ber 
 2025 at  6p.m

.  
 W

e  are  looking  forw
ard  to  seeing  you  there  to  celebrate  this  m

om
entous 

 occasion!   

 W
alking  W

ednesdays 

 9:30  am
  the  First  W

ednesday  of  each  m
onth     

 H
igh  C

ross  C
hurch  to  The  O

ld  D
airy  Tearoom

  Privett    
 W

ednesday  5  th   N
ovem

ber  

 W
ednesday  3  rd   D

ecem
ber   

                                                                                                         
 C

ontact  Suzanne  Tong  on TongVentham
s@

gm
ail.com

 or  01730  260430  
 for  m

ore  inform
ation  and  travel  arrangem

ents 
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 The  Parish  and  Village  School  “R
everse  A

dvent  C
alendar”  this 

 D
ecem

ber  continued 

 From
  the  end  of  N

ovem
ber,  the  21  large  bags  w

ill  be  set  out  at  the  back  of 
 the  church  (the  church  is  open  every  day  from

  8.30am
  to  5pm

),  and  you 
 can  bring  your  gifts  w

henever  it  suits  you.  In  D
ecem

ber’s  Parish  M
agazine 

 w
e  w

ill  list  the  days  of  the  m
onth  and  the  gifts  for  each  day,  but  there  is  no 

 rule  about  this  –  com
e  w

hen  you  can  and  all  the  bags  w
ill  rem

ain  available 
 throughout  the  m

onth. 
 Please  note  that  the  bags  w

ill  be  em
ptied  very 

 regularly  to  reduce  the  risk  of  theft. 

 Som
e  m

ay  prefer  to  m
ake  a  cash  donation  to  the  w

ork  of  the  PAC
T 

 Foodbank,  and  in  D
ecem

ber’s  Parish  M
agazine  w

e  w
ill  give  details  of  how

 
 you  can  do  that  by  cheque  or  online  –  cash  donations  enable  the  Foodbank 
 to  give  out  vouchers  to  be  spent  in  the  m

arket  on  fresh  fruit  and  vegetables. 

 The  PAC
T  Foodbank  has  been  really  grateful  in  past  years  for  all  the 

 donations  received  from
  our  R

everse  Advent  C
alendar. 

 W
e  are  sure  that 

 they  w
ill  be  just  as  grateful  this  year,  and  in  advance  w

e  thank  you  for  your 
 thoughtfulness,  care  and  generosity. 

 R
ob  H

ollis  –  for  the  Parish  C
hurch,  Edw

ard  Sadler  –  School  G
overnor 

    SO
LU

TIO
N

  TO
  O

C
TO

B
ER

  C
R

O
SSW

O
R

D
  PU

ZZLE 

 A
cross  -  1  Thread,  5  Truthful,  9  C

lavichord,  10  Burn,  11  Flash  m
ob,  12 

 R
etain,  13  D

ior,15  Econom
ic,  18  Slapdash,  19  Tint,  21  Aghast,  23 

 O
vercoat,  25  Scut,  26  R

einstated,  27  Blackleg,  28  R
eside. 

 D
ow

n 
 -  2  H

alal,  3  Eavesdrop,  4  D
ecam

p,  5  Troubleshooting,  6  U
nderdog, 

 7  H
abit,  8  U

krainian,14  Illogical,  16  O
pticians,  17  Pastoral,  20  C

ensor,  22 
 Antic,  24  Am

end 
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 The  C
urtis  M

useum
  &

  A
llen  G

allery:  Volunteer  opportunities 

 N
ow

  the  nights  are  draw
ing  in  and  outdoor  pursuits  don’t  seem

  quite  so 
 attractive  as  they  did  during  the  long,  hot  sum

m
er,  w

hy  not  becom
e  a 

 volunteer  at  the  C
urtis  M

useum
?  It’s  indoors,  you  m

eet  som
e  really  nice 

 people,  and  you  can  learn  a  bit  of  local  history  at  the  sam
e  tim

e.  W
e  are 

 also  looking  for  volunteers  to  help  w
ith  the  ongoing  Allen  G

allery  Project 
 (see  above).  Training  w

ill  be  given  for  helping  to  pack,  m
ove  and  catalogue 

 the  collection.  And  eventually  to  re-site  the  artefacts  once  the  G
allery  is  up 

 and  running  in  its  new
  form

.  O
nce  a  w

eek,  once  a  m
onth  or  just 

 occasionally,  -  w
e  w

ould  love  to  hear  from
  you. 

 For  m
ore  details,  please  contact  m

anager  Ian  G
rierson  on  01420  82802  or 

 ian.grierson@
ham

pshireculturaltrust.org.uk  or  drop  in  and  have  a  chat  w
ith 

 the  volunteers  on  duty. 

 Talk  sponsored  by  the  Friends  of  the  C
urtis  M

useum
  and  Allen  G

allery. 
 M

ediaeval  W
om

en  ,  by  C
aroline  Stapleton,  13th  N

ovem
ber,  7.30pm

,  Allen 
 G

allery. 
 FR

EE.  donations  w
elcom

e. 

 C
U

R
TIS  M

U
SEU

M
 

 Saxons  v  Vikings  -  Follow
  our  activity  trail  w

ith  tw
o  routes,  Saxons  or 

 Vikings?  C
hoose  a  side  and  join  its  boot  cam

p  on  this  fun  fam
ily  trail. 

 M
ake  a  Shield  to  blend  in  w

ith  your  chosen  team
.  O

nly  £2  per  shield  w
ith 

 craft  m
aterials  provided. 

 4th  N
ovem

ber  -  29th  N
ovem

ber  10am
  -  4.30pm

. 
 M

ediaeval  C
hristm

as 
 W

e're  travelling  back  in  tim
e  this  C

hristm
as,  to  m

ediaeval  Alton.  From
  the 

 Saxons  to  the  N
orm

ans,  discover  the  origins  of  m
any  of  the  traditions  w

e 
 still  do  today.  Join  us  for  a  free  activity  trail,  m

ake  and  take  crafts,  and  a 
 com

m
unal  C

hristm
as  decoration. 

 2nd  D
ecem

ber-3rd  January,  10am
  -  4.30pm

. 
 C

hristm
as  C

raft  C
lub 

 17th  and  31st  D
ecem

ber  ,  11am
  -3pm

  (drop  in).  Festive  m
ake  and  take 

 crafts 
 £2  per  child,  5th  craft  free. 

 Keep  an  eye  on  the  C
urtis  and  Allen  w

ebsites  for  up  to  date  info  on  our 
 activities. 
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 Film
  N

ight  Plus  at  Privett  –  Saturday  22  N
ovem

ber 

 O
ur  next  Film

  N
ight  at  Privett  Village  H

all  takes  place  on  the 
 evening  of  Saturday  22  N

ovem
ber  ,  beginning  prom

ptly  at  7.00 
 pm

  . 

 The  film
  w

e  are  show
ing  is  M

r  Burton  (C
ert.  12A): 

 it’s  1942  and  R
ichard 

 Jenkins  (H
arry  Law

tey)  is  at  school  in  Port  Talbot,  caught  betw
een  the 

 pressures  of  an  alcoholic  father,  a  devastating  w
ar,  and  his  ow

n  am
bitions. 

 A  new
  opportunity  beckons  w

hen  R
ichard’s  natural  talent  for  dram

a 
 catches  the  attention  of  his  teacher,  Philip  Burton  (Toby  Jones).  The  young 
 m

an  thrives  under  Philip’s  strict  tutelage  and  the  guidance  of  a  kindly 
 landlady,  M

a  Sm
ith  (Lesley  M

anville).  But  as  the  acting  w
orld  com

es  w
ithin 

 R
ichard’s  reach,  the  burden  of  his  past  risks  holding  him

  back  forever. 
 It’s  a  gripping  account  of  the  back  story  of  R

ichard  Burton,  one  of  the  U
K’s 

 greatest  actors  in  the  second  half  of  the  tw
entieth  century. 

 If  you  w
ant  to  see  the  trailer  for  the  film

,  go  to  this  link: 
 https://w

w
w.youtube.com

/w
atch?v=K80N

XtzZQ
8I 

 In  its  review
  of  the  film

  The  Tim
es  said  this:  “The  perform

ances  from
  the 

 tw
o  leads  are  im

pressive,  w
ith  Law

tey  deftly  charting  R
ichard’s  progress 

 from
 

 squeaky 
 adolescent 

 to 
 adored 

 stage 
 sm

oothie, 
 com

plete 
 w

ith 
 tradem

ark  pout  and  m
ellifluous  baritone.  Jones  finds  w

renching  sadness  in 
 the  role  of  a  teacher  w

ho  once  dream
t  of  w

riting  for  the  stage  and  sees  in 
 R

ichard  a  conduit  for  his  ow
n  unfulfilled  life.” 

 Supper  w
ill  be  served  before  the  film

  –  Shepherd’s  Pie  and,  of  course,  a 
 choc  ice.  There  w

ill  be  a  pay  bar  serving  bottled  beer,  w
ine  and  soft  drinks. 

 Ticket  prices  for  the  evening  are  held  at  £12,  and  you  are  encouraged  to 
 book  them

  w
ell  in  advance  so  that  w

e  can  cater  for  the  dem
and. 

 Tickets 
 are 

 available 
 from

 
 G

ill 
 C

hung 
 (tel. 

 828317; 
 em

ail: 
 gillianchung@

btinternet.com
) 

 or 
 Alex 

 R
aphael 

 (tel. 
 828461); 

 em
ail: 

 araphael.enam
els@

googlem
ail.com

). 
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 The  Parish  and  Village  School  “R
everse  A

dvent  C
alendar” 

 this  D
ecem

ber 

 O
nce  again,  in  the  run  up  to  C

hristm
as,  the  parish  and  the 

 village  school  are  setting  up  in  the  church  a  R
everse 

 Advent  C
alendar  in  order  to  provide  festive  food  and  also 

 essentials  for  the  PAC
T  Foodbank  in  Petersfield. 

 W
e  have  had  recent  new

s  from
  the  Foodbank  -  the  dem

ands  m
ade  on  the 

 Foodbank  are  increasing,  but  so  far  this  year  donations  have  kept  up  w
ith 

 dem
ands,  but  the  Foodbank  relies  on  a  boost  in  donations  at  C

hristm
as 

 tim
e,  w

hen  household  budgets  in  som
e  fam

ilies  are  especially  under 
 pressure. 

 The  Foodbank  ask  people  w
ho  use  it  to  be  referred  through  organisations 

 w
hich  can  check  that  the  person  is  receiving  all  the  governm

ent  benefits  to 
 w

hich  they  m
ay  be  entitled. 

 M
any  of  you  w

ill  know
  how

  it  w
orks:  in  a  reverse  of  the  usual  idea  of  an 

 Advent  C
alendar  (opening  a  “w

indow
”  in  the  calendar  for  each  day  of 

 D
ecem

ber  and  taking  a  gift)  you  bring  a  gift  and  put  it  in  the  calendar  for 
 that  day. 

 The  “calendar”  in  this  instance  is  a  display  in  the  church  of  carrier 
 bags,  each  m

arked  w
ith  a  day  of  the  m

onth  and  the  particular  gift  for  that 
 day  –  boxes  of  m

ince  pies;  chocolate;  tins  of  soup;  C
hri-stm

as  puddings; 
 nuts;  toothpaste;  sham

poo;  stollen  and  other  goodies  for  C
hristm

as  plus 
 essentials  for  everyday  life  and  staple  item

s  to  help  stock  up  the  Foodbank 
 for  the  “leaner”  m

onths  of  January  and  February. 

 This  D
ecem

ber  w
e  w

ill  be  opening  up  once  m
ore  the  R

everse  Advent 
 C

alendar,  again  as  a  joint  endeavour  by  Froxfield  School  and  the  parish, 
 and  all  are  encouraged  and  truly  w

elcom
ed  to  m

ake  donations  to  the 
 C

alendar. 
 C

hildren  from
  Froxfield  School  w

ill  be  learning  about  the 
 Foodbank  and  how

  it  operates,  and  the  nature  and  extent  of  its  w
ork  in 

 our  area 
 21 
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 Poppy  C
ollection 

 PO
PPY  C

O
LLEC

TIO
N

  IN
  FR

O
XFIELD

  AN
D

  PR
IVETT  –  2025 

 Poppy  collection  in  Froxfield  and  Privett  started  on  21  O
ctober, 

 using  the  “hub  system
”  that  has  been  in  place  these  last  few

 
 years.  These  hubs  are  at: 

 Froxfield  D
rive  –  Kate  Adam

s  hosts  the  hub. 
 Froxfield  G

reen  –  Jane  de  H
alpert  hosts  the  hub. 

 Froxfield  Stores,  D
ellfield,  H

igh  C
ross 

 Faw
ley  Farm

  Feeds,  Faw
ley  Farm

 
 The  O

ld  D
airy  Tea  R

oom
,  Faw

ley  Farm
 

 The  Trooper  and  W
hite  H

orse/N
o  N

am
e  –  as  before. 

 Froxfield  School  –  restricted  to  supporting  staff  and  students,  as  before. 
 H

igh  C
ross  and  Froxfield  G

reen  churches  –  w
ill  have  poppy  boxes 

 available  in  N
ovem

ber  services. 
 Thus  w

e  have  about  7  static  hubs  w
ithin  easy  reach  of  residents  for  all  to 

 contribute  to  the  Poppy  C
ollection. 

 The  Annual  R
em

em
brance  service  w

ill  be  at  Froxfield  G
reen  on  Sunday  9 

 N
ovem

ber.  Poppies  w
ill  be  available  until  11  N

ovem
ber. 

 M
any  thanks  for  your  support. 

 Jerem
y  de  H

alpert  and  M
ichael  Farrell 

 Froxfield  C
hoir 

 A  rem
inder  that  Froxfield  C

hoir's  perform
ance  of  The 

 Arm
ed  M

an  is  at  St  Peter's,  H
igh  C

ross  at  7.30pm
  on 

 Saturday  8th  N
ovem

ber.  Tickets  £18  (£12  students) 
 from

  TicketSource  or  on  the  door.  

 W
e  are  also  delighted  to  confirm

  that  w
e'll  be  singing 

 carols  around  the  firepit  at  The  Pub  w
ith  N

o  N
am

e  for  around  half  an  hour 
 from

  8pm
  on  Thursday  18th  D

ecem
ber  and  w

ould  love  to  see  you  there! 
 Just  tw

o  days  later  w
e'll  be  singing  again  at  the  annual  Privett  carol  service 

 -  Saturday  20th  D
ecem

ber  at  6.30pm
.  Join  us  there  for  the  perfect  start  to 

 the  C
hristm

as  celebrations. 
 6 
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 C
hristm

as  W
reath  M

aking 
 w

ith  Libba  M
orrison 

 Saturday  29  N
ovem

ber  2025 

 Froxfield  Village  H
all  (aka  King  G

eorge  V  M
em

orial  H
all) 

 Froxfield   G
U

32  1EQ
 

 Session 1:   11am
–1pm

  Session  2:   4pm
–6pm

  £25pp 
 Tickets  in  advance  via: w

w
w

.froxfieldvillagehall.co.uk 
 R

efreshm
ents  available 

 All  proceeds  in  aid  of  Village  H
all  m

aintenance 

 C
hristm

as  W
reaths  and  Table  D

ecorations  at  Privett 

 O
nce 

 again 
 at 

 Privett 
 Village  H

all  w
e  are 

 holding 
 this 

 seasonal 
 & 

 popular 
 event, 

 a 
 m

orning  w
here  you  can  m

ake  your  C
hristm

as 
 w

reath  or  table  decoration  w
ith  assistance  from

 
 those  w

ho  know
  how

  to  do  it!  It  w
ill  be  held  on 

 Saturday  13  D
ecem

ber,  from
  9.30  am

. 
 W

reath  holders  and  greenery  w
ill  be  provided,  but  if  you  w

ant  to  include 
 any  special  decorations  (such  as  candles  or  baubles)  bring  them

  along.  If 
 your  garden  has  interesting  foliage,  bring  that,  too,  to  share  w

ith  the  group. 
 And  don’t  forget  to  bring  your  secateurs. 
 The  cost  is  £20,  and  coffee,  a  light  lunch  and  m

ulled  w
ine  are  included.  Let 

 Teresa  Brow
n  know

  in  advance  if  you  are  com
ing  (tel.  828003;  em

ail: 
 teresa.m

brow
n2011@

gm
ail.com

).  So  that  the  right  w
reath  holders  can  be 

 ordered,  let  Teresa  know
  if  you  w

ould  like  m
oss  and  w

ire;  oasis  and  a 
 w

reath  ring;  ivy  or  w
illow

;  or  anything  else  you  have  in  m
ind  to  form

  the 
 basis  of  your  w

reath. 
 19 



 W
e  held  our  AG

M
  and  first  m

eeting  of  the  new
  season  at  Privett  Village 

 H
all  on  Tuesday  7  O

ctober  2025. 
 The  G

arden  C
lub  business  of  the  AG

M
 

 w
as  sw

iftly  concluded  giving  us  plenty  of  tim
e  to  enjoy  our  speaker  for  the 

 evening,  M
arina  C

hristopher.  M
arina,  once  again  shared  her  expertise  as  a 

 plants  w
om

an  and  biologist  and  spoke  to  us  about  ‘Thugs  and  w
im

ps  in  the 
 naturalistic  garden’.  M

arina  gave  us  an  excellent  live  presentation  and  also 
 brought  som

e  lovely  plants  and  sundries  for  sale. 

 A  polite  rem
inder  that  subscriptions  for  2025-2026  are  now

  due  @
  £10  for 

 the  current  year. 
 M

em
bership  includes  seven  m

eetings  w
ith  excellent 

 speakers  &  tw
o  Show

s  per  year. 
 W

e  also  hold  an  annual  O
pen  G

arden 
 and  organise  tw

o  visits  to  gardens  of  interest  (cost  of  visits  as  advertised). 
 N

on-m
em

bers  are  very  w
elcom

e  at  any  event  @
  £3  per  m

eeting. 

 Autum
n  brings  us  a  tim

ely  rem
inder  that  our  Spring  Show

  takes  place  on 
 Saturday  28  M

arch  2026  and  gives  you  the  opportunity  to  enter  five 
 m

iniature  daffodils  in  a  15cm
  (6  inch)  pot.  W

e  recom
m

end  planting  several 
 pots  at  w

eekly  or  fortnightly  intervals  to  increase  your  chances  of  having 
 one  of  them

  in  flow
er  for  the  show. 

 Also,  advance  notice  that  the 
 Photography  classes  for  the  Spring  Show

  are  1)  ‘M
isty  M

orning’  and  2) 
 ‘C

lim
bing  and  Tw

ining’.    G
et  snapping  and  capture  som

e  interesting 
 im

ages! 
 At  our  recent  com

m
ittee  m

eeting  w
e  decided  to  broaden  the 

 cookery  class  for  Sloe  G
in  to  include  any  Fruit  Liqueur.   So  please  look  out 

 for  other  fruits  (in  addition  to  sloes)  that  you  can  turn  into  a  liqueur  over  the 
 next  few

  m
onths.   

 O
ur  next  m

eeting  is  at  Froxfield  Village  hall  on  W
ednesday  12  N

ovem
ber 

 @
  7.30pm

  –  talk  by  R
oger  H

irons,  The  Plant  D
octor  w

ho  w
ill  be  speaking 

 about  ‘The  w
inter  garden  &  putting  the  garden  to  bed’. 

 Elizabeth  H
oughton-C

onnell 
 C

hair 
 18 

 C
hurch  K

neelers  at  St  Peter’s  H
igh  C

ross 
 (Tales  O

f  a  Fundraiser! )     
 O

nce  upon  a  tim
e  a  m

em
ber  of  the  PC

C
  set  out  to  seek  w

ays  to  raise 
 funds  for  a  new

  heating  system
  and  discovered  so  m

uch  m
ore  w

hen  she 
 asked  Phil  C

hung  from
  Privett  if  he  w

ould  help  her  to  produce  som
e 

 notelets…
.   

 Phil  duly  popped  along  to  the  church  to  look  for  inspiration  and  w
as  struck 

 by  the  beauty  of  the  kneelers  displayed  on  the  pew
s  and,  subsequently, 

 these  becam
e  the  subject  of  the   notelets  but  along  the  w

ay  Phil’s  interest 
 in  the  kneelers  raised  questions  about  the  history  of  the  kneelers:  w

ho  had 
 m

ade  them
  and  w

hen;  w
hy  did  they  m

ake  them
;  how

  had  they  decided  on 
 the  colours  and  the  them

es?  And  w
hy  w

ere  there  20  kneelers  in  the  north 
 aisle  all roughly  the sam

e  w
hen  the  others  w

ere  so  diverse?  
 C

om
e  along  on  N

ovem
ber  15  th   and  discover the  history  of  our  kneelers 

 and  learn  from
  a  m

em
ber  of  W

inchester C
athedral’s   curators’  team

  about 
 an  extraordinary  Victorian  w

om
an called Louisa     Frances Pesel     (1870-1947) 

 w
ho  becam

e  the  inspiration  for  a  book  called  “A  Single  Thread”  by  Tracy 
 C

hevalier.   
   

 Talk Tickets  £8 (  includes a  glass  of  w
ine  and  hom

em
ade  nibbles)     

 Available  from
  the Froxfield Stores  or  Suzanne  Tong  01730  260430 

 tongventham
s@

gm
ail.com

  
 N

otelets  w
ith  envelopes  featuring  our  kneelers  are  available  to  buy 

 from
 m

e   £8  for  a  pack  of  6. (  a great  gift  and  useful  to  have  in  the draw
er!) 

 Suzanne  Tong 01730  260430  tongventham
s@

gm
ail.com

     
 8 



 If  you  w
ould  like  a  printed  copy  of  the  m

agazine  in 
 2026,  please  return  the  enclosed  form

  to  the  village 
 shop,  by  14  th  D

ecem
ber  2025  at  the  very  latest 

 9 
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 W
H

O
’S W

H
O

  IN
  TH

E  C
H

U
R

C
H

... 

 (01730  is  the  telephone  exchange  unless  otherw
ise  stated)  

 Priest-in-C
harge  &

  A
rea  D

ean  (Petersfield):   The  C
anon  D

r  Susie 
 C

ollingridge  (624245);   susie.collingridge@
gm

ail.com
 

 A
ssistant  C

urate:   The  R
evd  Sue  Jones 

 (624245);   susan.jones1410@
gm

ail.com
 

 R
eader  (PtO

):   M
rs  C

aroline  H
ilton  (263460) 

 Lay  Pastoral  A
ssistant  :  Lindsay  C

legg  (827505)  

 C
hurchw

arden  : 
 Lindsay  C

legg  (827505)  

 A
dditional  m

inistry  team
  m

em
bers 

 R
etired/  PtO

  C
lergy:  The  R

everend  D
r  Pippa  M

adgw
ick  Tel:  07923  933649 

 E: pippa.m
adgw

ick1@
btinternet.com

 
 LLM

  G
raham

  M
adgw

ick  Tel:  07946  197038, 
 E: g.m

adgw
ick@

btinternet.com
 

 B
enefice  A

dm
inistrator  : 

 H
elen  M

uir-D
avies  

 w
w

w.steepfroxfield.com
 /   steepfroxfieldprivett@

gm
ail.com

 

 G
ift  A

id  (G
A

)  and  Parish  G
iving  Schem

e  (PG
S)  O

fficers:   Ian 
 H

ughes (  n.ianhughes@
btinternet.com

  /828344)   (G
A

);  and   C
hristine 

 Stephens  (  C
hristine@

tcfk-stephens.co.uk  )   (PG
S) 

 Social  m
edia: 

 W
ebsite:  https://steepfroxfield.com

 
 Facebook: https://w

w
w.facebook.com

/steepfroxfieldandprivettchurches    

 C
over 

 This  m
onth’s  cover  is  courtesy  of  Steve  Sargent,  w

ho  took  this  photo  of 
 fungi  in  Ashford  H

angers.  Thank  you,  Steve. 
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 St  Peters  H
igh  C

ross  A
utum

n  Fundraiser 

 Saturday 8th N
ovem

ber  2025    
 L  10:30 a.m

.  -  12:00  noon      
 FR

O
XFIED

  VILLAG
E  H

ALL  
 Everyone  (including  children  and  pets  accom

panied  by  a 
 responsible  adult)  can  be  sure  of  a w

arm
  w

elcom
e and the  com

pany 
 of friends  and  neighbours at  the  D

rop-  In!  C
om

e  a  long  and  enjoy a  slice  of 
 cake  and  a  cuppa in  a  w

arm
 space.   

 Suzanne Tong:  01730 260  430  or Tongventham
s@

gm
ail.com

  
 N

ext  D
rop  -  In  D

ates     

 C
om

e  along  to  a  C
hristm

as  them
ed  D

rop  - In! 
   

 D
ecem

ber  13  th        

 N
ew

 Year  2026 D
ates  :  January  10  th  ,  February  8  th 

 10 



 Froxfield Village  H
all U

pdate 

 Froxfield Firew
orks  –  A

  H
uge  Thank  You! 

 By  the  tim
e  this  new

sletter  reaches  you,  the Froxfield Firew
orks  w

ill  have  lit 
 up  the  sky  once  again, and  w

hat  a  fantastic  evening  it  w
as! 

 A   huge  thank  you   to  everyone  w
ho  m

ade  it  possible - all  the  w
onderful 

 volunteers  w
ho  gave  their  tim

e  to  help  w
ith everything  from

 stew
arding, 

 building  the  bonfire, providing  soup, serving  sausage  rolls  and  m
ulled  w

ine, 
 baking  brow

nies, to tidying  up  afterw
ards and  so  m

uch  m
ore.  Your  support 

 and  enthusiasm
  truly  m

ade  the  night  special. 

 The  hard  w
ork  and  com

m
itm

ent from
 all our  am

azing  volunteers helped 
 restore  a  tradition  that  brings  our  com

m
unity  together  in  such  a  joyful 

 w
ay. Special  thanks  also  to C

llr N
ick  D

rew
  for  his  grant  w

hich helped  m
ake 

 the  evening  possible. 

 W
e’re so  proud  to  have  seen  the  village  com

e  together, to  celebrate  and 
 support 

 one 
 another. 

 Events 
 like 

 this 
 rem

ind us 
 of w

hat 
 m

akes Froxfield such  a  special  place  to  live and  w
e  are  thrilled  to  have 

 been  able  to  bring  it  back. 

 Finally, a  huge thank  you  to  everyone  w
ho  bought  tickets  and  joined  in  the 

 fun. H
ere’s to  m

any  m
ore Froxfield Firew

orks  nights  to  com
e! 

 11 

 C
hristm

as  is  C
om

ing  to Froxfield Village  H
all 

 It’s beginning  to  look  a  lot  like  C
hristm

as  and there’s plenty  happening at 
 the  Village  H

all to  get  everyone  in  the  festive  spirit!  

 Froxfield C
hristm

as  Fayre 

 Step  into  the  festive  spirit  and  join  us  for  a  heart-w
arm

ing  com
m

unity 
 celebration! The C

hristm
as  Fayre  brings  together  the 

 C
hurch, School and  Village  H

all  for  a  joyful afternoon of crafts, 
 m

ulled  w
ine,  C

hristm
as  tree  festival,  tasty treats and seasonal 

 cheer.  R
um

our  has  it  Father  C
hristm

as  m
ay  m

ake  an 
 appearance  too.  All  proceeds w

ill  go  to  supporting  these three  key  parts  of 
 our  com

m
unity. 

 
     D

ate:   Sunday 30  th   N
ovem

ber  2-4.30pm
.   

 
     Venue:   Froxfield  Village  H

all &  St  Peter’s  C
hurch,  H

igh  C
ross  

 
     Free  entry  —

  donations  w
arm

ly  w
elcom

ed! 

 
   Brow

se  local  crafts,  gifts  and  festive  stalls  
 

   Enjoy  tea,  cakes,  and  m
ulled  w

ine  
 

   C
hristm

as  crafts  
 

   R
affle,  gam

es  and  plenty  of  fun  for  all  ages 
 

     C
hristm

as  Tree  festival 
 

     C
hristm

as C
arols  in  the  C

hurch  -   all  w
elcom

e  to  join  this  festive 
 gathering at  4pm

 

 C
om

e  along,  bring  your  friends  and  fam
ily,  and  celebrate  the  season 

 together  in  true Froxfield spirit! 
 15 



 Froxfield Village  H
all  D

ates  for  your  D
iary 

 N
ovem

ber 
 Sunday  2  N

ov 
 The  Firew

orks  are  back!  Please 
 visit Froxfield Village H

all W
ebsite  for  tickets. G

ates  open 
 at  5pm

. Bonfire, Firew
orks,  food,  bar  and  m

ore! 
 Saturday  8  N

ov 
 D

rop-In  10.30am
  -  12  noon.  M

eet  over  a  cup  of  tea/coffee 
 and  a  slice  of  cake. 

 Saturday  15  N
ov 

 PC
C

  Evening  Talk  and  Supper.  Please  contact  Suzanne 
 Tong  for  m

ore  info. 
 Friday  21  N

ov    
 C

ountry  M
usic  C

lub  8pm
.  Tickets  are  £10  on  the  door, 

 U
nder-14‟s  free.  Licensed  bar,  tea  &  coffee  available. 

 Filled  rolls  &  hotdogs  also  available  for  80p  
 Saturday  29  N

ov    
 W

reath  M
aking  w

orkshop  w
ith Libba M

orrison -  see above 
 for m

ore  info.  
 Sunday  30  N

ov    
 C

hristm
as  Fayre  –  see  above  for  m

ore  info.   
 D

ecem
ber    

 Saturday  13  D
ec     

 D
rop-In  10.30am

  -  12  noon.  M
eet  over  a  cup  of  tea/coffee 

 and  a  slice  of  cake.  
 Friday  19  D

ec    
 C

ountry  M
usic  C

lub  8pm
.  Tickets  are  £10  on  the  door, 

 U
nder-14‟s  free.  Licensed  bar,  tea  &  coffee  available. 

 Filled  rolls  &  hotdogs  also  available  for  80p  
   

 B
ooking  the  Village  H

all    
   

 If you're interested  in  booking  the  hall  or  w
ould  like 

 m
ore  inform

ation,  please get  in  touch  w
ith us 

 at enquiries@
froxfieldvillagehall.co.uk.  You  can  also  book  the  hall  directly 

 through  our  w
ebsite w

w
w.froxfieldvillagehall.co.uk.   
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 H
ow

  to  help our  shop  and  post  office 

 ‘U
se  it  or  lose  it’  is a  sensible  w

ay  to  think  about a 
 village  shop,  but  there are som

e  w
ays  of  ‘using  it’ 

 that  are  of  m
ore  help  to  the  business  than  others.     

 Sm
all  rural  shops  and  post  offices  like  ours  are  facing  an 

 uncertain  future, and  there  is  now
 talk of  the  governm

ent replacing their 
 sm

all subsidies w
ith  other  m

odels  of  funding.  N
ow

  is  therefore a  great 
 tim

e to consider how
 else  w

e  m
ight w

e  use our  village  shop besides  buying 
 groceries  and  using  the  post  office.   

 1. 
 Pay  for  posting  parcels  at  the Post  O

ffice.   W
hat  I didn’t know

  before 
 talking  to  H

ow
ard recently  w

as that  w
hen  you  pay  for  postage 

 online, the  local post  office loses  out. It  costs  a  little  m
ore to  pay  for 

 parcels 
 at 

 the 
 counter, but 

 a sm
all 

 cost 
 difference to us as 

 custom
ers  m

akes a  big  difference to  the  business.  
 2. 

 U
se the shop as  a  delivery  point for  Am

azon  parcels.    D
id  you  know

 
 that  our  local  shop  is  an  Am

azon  H
ub?  This  m

eans  that  H
ow

ard 
 can  look  after  your  parcel  for  you  until  you  are  ready  to  collect  it (for 
 w

hich  the  shop gets a  sm
all  fee).  And  it  could  save  you  m

oney!  If 
 you  are  not  on  Am

azon  Prim
e,  for  exam

ple,  Prem
ium

  delivery  to  a 
 H

ub  can  be  up  to  £2  cheaper  than  hom
e  delivery.  

 3. 
 Buy som

ething,  w
hile you’re there!   O

k,  this  one  is  obvious,  but I 
 thought  that having  three  tips  m

ade  this  piece  seem
  a  bit  m

ore 
 substantial!  

 I  found these  things out  w
hen  taking  a  sm

all  parcel  to  H
ow

ard  that  I  had 
 processed  at  hom

e and discovered  that not  taking  it  to  him
  in  the  first 

 place m
eant  that  the  shop got  less  m

oney. I  then  thought  that there  m
ight 

 be  others  out  there w
ho  w

ould  like this  inform
ation.  I  hope it’s helpful.  

 Thanks  for  reading.   
 D

avid  K
inder  (kinderd@

btinternet.com
) 
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 A  letter  of  com
plaint  has  been  sent  to  H

ighw
ays  and  R

ussell  O
ppenheim

er 
 regarding  lack  of  forw

ard  planning  for  the  A272  six-w
eek  road  closure,  poor 

 and  ill-thought-out  signage  and  badly  positioned  signs  w
ere  a  few

  of  the 
 com

plaints. 

 All  m
em

bers  agreed  that  businesses  erecting  oversized  advertising  boards 
 w

ould  be  asked  to  rem
ove  the  signs  voluntarily  otherw

ise  the  PC
  w

ould 
 involve  the  planning  departm

ent.  It  w
as  stressed  that  the  parish  councillors 

 are  keen  to  support  new
  businesses,  but  it  w

as  felt  that  this  w
as  necessary 

 step  to  curb  the  plethora  of  roadside  signs. 

 C
llr  D

rew
  expressed  his  disappointm

ent  that  m
ore  residents  hadn’t  com

e  to 
 help  at  the  w

ell-advertised  litter  picking  session.  O
nly  C

llr  D
rew,  w

ho  filled 
 2  bin  bags,  and  2  m

em
bers  of  the  parish  council  turned  up.  C

llr  D
rew

  w
ould 

 report  back  to  M
acD

onalds  and  the  BP  G
arage  asking  them

  to  clear  the 
 roads  in  Froxfield  or  provide  funding  tow

ards  the  next  litter  picking  session. 

 The  Parish  C
ouncil  w

ill  sponsor  a  new
  resident’s  inform

ation  card 
 containing  helpful  inform

ation  on  the  parish  clubs,  societies  and  other 
 useful  addresses. 

 Planning  Application 
 SD

N
P/25/03396/H

O
U

S  W
eek  G

reen  C
ottage,  C

ockshott  Lane,  Froxfield, 
 Petersfield,  H

am
pshire,  G

U
32  1BB  Tw

o  storey  rear  extension,  single  storey 
 side  extension,  new

  porch  to  front,  dorm
ers  to  front  elevation  follow

ing 
 dem

olition  of  existing  conservatory.  It  w
as  resolved  to  approve  the 

 application. 
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 O
n  Saturday  11th  O

ctober the  PC
C

 held  a   candle  lit  H
arvest 

 supper   in Froxfield Village  H
all  to  help  raise  funds  for  the  new

  heating 
 system

  at  St  Peter’s  H
igh  C

ross.   
 A  w

aiter  service  hom
em

ade  tw
o  course  hot  m

eal  of Froxfield -  baked 
 sourdough  bread  and  butter,  w

ith  coq  au  vin,  chestnuts  in  red  w
ine  and 

 French  beans  and  Apple  Alm
ond  D

esert  w
ith  cream

  w
as  beautifully  served 

 by  Lucy,  O
li  and  O

scar  and  follow
ed  by  coffee  tea  and  chocolates.   

 A  good  tim
e w

as  had  by  all  and  the  event raised  £350.  Thank  you  to  those 
 w

ho  supported  the  event  through  buying  tickets,  attending  the event and 
 providing  food and  candelabras.  Suzanne  Tong   

 A
 

 com
m

unity 
 volunteering 

 opportunity, 
 on 

 your doorstep  !    
  C

ould  YO
U

  help?    
 The  D

rop  In, w
here  everyone  including  children  and 

 pets  can  be  sure  of  a  w
arm

  w
elcom

e, the  com
pany  of  friends and  a slice  of 

 cake  and  a  cuppa  in  a  w
arm

  space,  is runs  from
  10:30  -  12:00  noon  once  a 

 m
onth  in  the  m

ain  hall  at Froxfield Village  H
all. It’s been alm

ost  a year 
 since  the  D

rop  In  adopted  a  new
  system

  of  being  run  by  a  rota  of  very 
 w

illing 
 volunteers. 

 Those 
 w

ho 
 volunteered for 

 this 
 is 

 a   once-a-year 
 com

m
itm

ent     have  said they’ve found  it  a  rew
arding  and  joyful  task.  

 Thank  you  to  all  those  w
ho  have  offered  to  help  in  2026  so  far.  There  are 

 still  quite  a  few
  slots  available on  the rota  for  2026.  If  you  think  you  w

ould 
 like  to  help,  please  contact  m

e.     
 Suzanne  Tong  01730  260430  or  tongventham

s@
gm

ail.com
  

 Thank  you  all  those  w
ho  signed  up  for  the  rota  in  2025 
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 U
seful  Local  N

um
bers 

 Petersfield  H
ospital  (8am

-8pm
) 

 Sw
an  St,  Petersfield  G

U
32  3LB  Tel: 023  8231 9000 

 D
octors  Surgeries 

 The  Sw
an  Surgery,  Sw

an  Street,  Petersfield,  G
U

32  3AB 
 Tel:  01730  264  546  /  01730  264  011 
 The  G

range  Surgery,  The  C
ausew

ay,  Petersfield  G
U

31  4JR
 

 Tel:   01730  267722 
 Library 

 Petersfield  Library,  27  The  Square,  Petersfield  G
U

32  3H
H

 
 Tel:  0300  555  1387 

 Leisure  C
entre 

 Taro  Leisure  C
entre,  Penns,  Place,  Petersfield  G

U
31  4EX 

 Tel:  01730  263  996 
 Festival  H

all 
 H

eath  R
d,  Petersfield  G

U
31  4EA  Tel: 01730  264182 

 East  H
am

pshire  D
istrict  C

ouncil 
 Penns  Place,  Petersfield,  G

U
31  4EX  Tel:  01730  266551 

 Scottish  and  Southern  Electricity  (SSE) 
 C

ustom
er  services  Tel: 0345  070  7373 

 Southern  W
ater 

 C
ustom

er  services  (em
ergencies)  Tel:  0330  303  0368 

 Vets 
 Archw

ay  Vets,  36a  D
ragon  Street,  Petersfield, G

U
31  4JJ 

 Tel:  01730  262101 
 St  Peter’s  Vets,  18  St  Peter’s  R

oad,  Petersfield,  G
U

31  4AA 
 Tel:  01730  266431 
 G

reen  D
oor  Independent  Vets 

 U
nit  A,  G

reenforde  Farm
,  Stoner  H

ill  R
oad,  Froxfield G

U
32  1D

Y 
 Tel:  01730  642480 
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 C
hristm

as  is  C
om

ing  to Froxfield Village  H
all 

 It’s beginning  to  look  a  lot  like  C
hristm

as  and there’s plenty  happening at 
 the  Village  H

all to  get  everyone  in  the  festive  spirit!  

 Festive  W
reath-M

aking  W
orkshop 

 at Froxfield Village  H
all! 

 Join  us  for  a  cosy,  creative  session  filled  w
ith  festive 

 cheer!  Learn  how
  to  craft  your  very  ow

n 
 beautiful w

illow
 C

hristm
as  w

reath  using  fresh, 
 seasonal  foliage  and  decorative  touches. 

 D
ate: Saturday  29  N

ovem
ber.  2  sessions  are  being  held:  11am

  &
  4pm

. 
 Tickets:   £25 per  person and  available  from

 Froxfield Village  H
all  w

ebsite. 
 Advance  booking  essential 
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 As  half  term
  approaches  everyone  at Froxfield C

E  Prim
ary  and  Preschool 

 can  reflect  on a  very  successful start  to  this  academ
ic  year.  

 W
e  governors  had  our  first  m

eeting  of  the year, and  I  am
  delighted 

 to report that 
 w

e elected G
raham

 
 M

adgw
ick 

 as 
 a 

 new
 

 co-opted 
 governor. G

raham
  and  his  w

ife, R
evd  Pippa  M

adgw
ick, m

oved  to  Steep 
 last  year  and  have  becom

e  regular  m
em

bers  of  the  congregations  at  both 
 H

igh  C
ross  and  Steep.  G

raham
 w

as  initially a  teacher  of  English  and 
 French  at  the  start  of  his  w

orking  life  and  follow
ing  a career change  he 

 trained 
 as 

 a com
puter 

 program
m

er 
 and 

 has 
 w

orked 
 in 

 a 
 range 

 of 
 com

panies building  bespoke  com
puter  system

s  for  the  Lloyds  Insurance 
 m

arket. G
raham

  w
as also a  scout  leader  and  really  enjoys  outdoor  pursuits 

 including cycle  touring,  hill  w
alking,  rock clim

bing and  m
ountaineering  .   As 

 you  can see he  has  a  lot  to  offer the  school.  

 Just 
 before 

 the 
 end 

 of 
 this 

 half 
 term

 C
lass 

 tw
o 

 led 
 the 

 school 
 H

arvest Festival  in St  Peter’s  H
igh  C

ross. Edw
ard  Sadler, our  Foundation 

 G
overnor, reported 

 that, “The 
 harvest 

 them
es 

 of 
 bountiful 

 provision, 
 thanksgiving  and  stew

ardship  w
ere  very  clearly  delivered  by  C

lass  2,  w
ho 

 w
ere  confident, fluent and  w

ell-rehearsed,  and  they  held  our  interest  by 
 approaching  the  them

es  in  a  variety  of  w
ays.  The  songs,  w

hether  sung  by 
 C

lass  2  alone,  or  by  the  w
hole  school,  w

ere  beautifully  sung,  and  w
ith 

 gusto,  and they  w
ere joined  by the  parents  at  the  end of  the  service w

ith  a 
 "congregational"  song  and  the  prayers.”  
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 M
y  husband  R

ob  is  the  parish Petersfield Food  Bank rep,  so he  and  I  w
ere 

 delighted  to  collect  the  w
onderfully  generous  gifts  of  tinned  and  packet  food 

 that  the  children  and  their  parents  had  brought  to  the  harvest  service  –  w
e 

 filled  eight  carrier  bags  to  the  brim
  and  the  volunteers  at  the  food  bank 

 w
ere  very  grateful.  

 Early  in  O
ctober  four  children  represented Froxfield School in  a  Year  6  quiz 

 com
petition  at  C

hurcher's  C
ollege  against  other  local  sm

all  schools.   The 
 quiz  ran  on  a  general  know

ledge  “pub  quiz”  style  form
at.  There  w

as  a 
 picture  round,  3  or  4  rounds  of  general  know

ledge  questions  and  a  m
usic 

 round. The Froxfield team
  did  brilliantly  and  enjoyed  the  afternoon, com

ing 
 in  the  top  third  of  all  schools  taking  part.   W

ell  done  to  the  Year  6  children 
 involved.  

 Further 
 congratulations 

 are 
 due 

 to 
 the 

 six 
 children 

 from
 

 Years 3-6 w
ho represented Froxfield at 

 the Portsdow
n H

ill 
 cross 

 country 
 running 

 series, 
 they 

 all show
ed grit 

 and 
 determ

ination throughout 
 the 

 race - especially on  the  hill  part  of  the  course.     
 Froxfield School’s children  alw

ays  do them
selves proud in  cross  country 

 com
petitions, I 

 am
 

 sure 
 that 

 the 
 practice in 

 long 
 distant 

 running all 
 children throughout  the  school get  in regularly running  w

hat  the  school 
 calls ‘the  G

olden  M
ile’  (4  laps  of  the  field)  is paying  off   

 Please  let  anyone  you  know
  w

ith  sm
all  children  w

ho  w
ill  be  starting  school 

 next  Septem
ber  that  the  school’s  O

pen  M
orning  w

ill  be  on  Saturday 
 N

ovem
ber  8  th   betw

een  10.30  and  12.00.  M
rs  Farrow,  the staff and  the 

 G
overnors are  looking  forw

ard  to  w
elcom

ing  prospective  parents  and 
 children  to  visit  our  school  and the pre-school. 

 There  is  no  need  to  pre-book  a  place,  any 
 queries please contact: adm

inoffice@
froxfield.hants.sch.uk  

 G
illy  H

ollis C
hair  of  G

overnors Froxfield C
E  Prim

ary  and  Preschool  
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