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You are invited to follow the first two readings while seated, and as is the
custom, to just listen, standing if possible, as the Holy Gospel is proclaimed.

Midweek 19th November
2nd before Advent

The Collect

Heavenly Father,
whose blessed Son was revealed to destroy the works of the
devil and to make us the children of God and heirs of eternal
life:
grant that we, having this hope, may purify ourselves even as
he is pure; that when he shall appear in power and great
glory we may be made like him in his eternal and glorious
kingdom; where he is alive and reigns with you, in the unity
of the Holy Spirit,

one God, now and for ever. Amen.

First reading: Revelation 4
A reading from the book of Revelation.

After this | looked, and there in heaven a door stood open!
And the first voice, which | had heard speaking to me like a
trumpet, said, ‘Come up here, and | will show you what must
take place after this.’
At once | was in the spirit, and there in heaven stood a throne,
with one seated on the throne!
And the one seated there looks like jasper and cornelian, and
around the throne is a rainbow that looks like an emerald.
Around the throne are twenty-four thrones, and seated on the
thrones are twenty-four elders, dressed in white robes, with
golden crowns on their heads.
Coming from the throne are flashes of lightning, and rumblings
and peals of thunder, and in front of the throne burn seven
flaming torches, which are the seven spirits of God; and in front
of the throne there is something like a sea of glass, like crystal.
Around the throne, and on each side of the throne, are four
living creatures, full of eyes in front and behind:
the first living creature like a lion, the second living creature
like an ox, the third living creature with a face like a human
face, and the fourth living creature like a flying eagle.
And the four living creatures, each of them with six wings, are
full of eyes all around and inside. Day and night without ceasing
they sing, ‘Holy, holy, holy, the Lord God the Almighty, who
was and is and is to come.’
And whenever the living creatures give glory and honour and
thanks to the one who is seated on the throne, who lives for
ever and ever, the twenty-four elders fall before the one who is
seated on the throne and worship the one who lives for ever
and ever; they cast their crowns before the throne, singing,
‘You are worthy, our Lord and God, to receive glory and hon-
our and power, for you created all things, and by your will they
existed and were created.’

This is the word of the Lord,

All: Thanks be to God.

Second Reading: Psalm 150

I. Alleluia. O praise God in his holiness; ¢ praise him in the
firmament of his power.

2. Praise him for his mighty acts; * praise him according to his
excellent greatness.

3. Praise him with the blast of the trumpet; * praise him upon
the harp and lyre.
4. Praise him with timbrel and dances; ¢ praise him upon the
strings and pipe.
5. Praise him with ringing cymbals; ¢ praise him upon the clash-
ing cymbals.
6. Let everything that has breath * praise the Lord. Alleluia.

This is the word of the Lord,

All: Thanks be to God.

The Holy Gospel: Luke 19:11-28
Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke.

As they were listening to this, he went on to tell a parable,
because he was near Jerusalem, and because they supposed that
the kingdom of God was to appear immediately.
So he said, ‘A nobleman went to a distant country to get royal
power for himself and then return.
He summoned ten of his slaves, and gave them ten pounds, and
said to them, “Do business with these until | come back.”
But the citizens of his country hated him and sent a delegation
after him, saying, “We do not want this man to rule over us.”
When he returned, having received royal power, he ordered
these slaves, to whom he had given the money, to be sum-
moned so that he might find out what they had gained by trad-
ing.
The first came forward and said, “Lord, your pound has made
ten more pounds.”
He said to him, “Well done, good slave! Because you have been
trustworthy in a very small thing, take charge of ten cities.”
Then the second came, saying, “Lord, your pound has made five
pounds.”
He said to him, “And you, rule over five cities.”
Then the other came, saying, “Lord, here is your pound. |
wrapped it up in a piece of cloth, for | was afraid of you, be-
cause you are a harsh man; you take what you did not deposit,
and reap what you did not sow.”
He said to him, “I will judge you by your own words, you wick-
ed slave! You knew, did you, that | was a harsh man, taking
what | did not deposit and reaping what | did not sow?
Why then did you not put my money into the bank? Then when
| returned, | could have collected it with interest.”
He said to the bystanders, “Take the pound from him and give
it to the one who has ten pounds.”
(And they said to him, “Lord, he has ten pounds!”)
“I tell you, to all those who have, more will be given; but from
those who have nothing, even what they have will be taken
away.
But as for these enemies of mine who did not want me to be
king over them—bring them here and slaughter them in my
presence.”
After he had said this, he went on ahead, going up to Jerusalem.

This is the Gospel of the Lord.

All: Praise to you, O Christ.

Post Communion Prayer

Gracious Lord,

in this holy sacrament you give substance to our hope:

bring us at the last to that fullness of life for which we long;
through Jesus Christ our Saviour. Amen.




