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Sunday 2nd November 2025
All Saints Day

Gospel Reading
Luke 6.20-31
Blessings and Woes
20 Then he looked up at his disciples and said:
‘Blessed are you who are poor,
    for yours is the kingdom of God.
21 ‘Blessed are you who are hungry now,
    for you will be filled.
‘Blessed are you who weep now,
    for you will laugh.
22 ‘Blessed are you when people hate you, and when they exclude you, revile you, and defame you on account of the Son of Man. 23 Rejoice on that day and leap for joy, for surely your reward is great in heaven; for that is what their ancestors did to the prophets.
24 ‘But woe to you who are rich,
    for you have received your consolation.
25 ‘Woe to you who are full now,
    for you will be hungry.
‘Woe to you who are laughing now,
    for you will mourn and weep.
26 ‘Woe to you when all speak well of you, for that is what their ancestors did to the false prophets.
Love for Enemies
27 ‘But I say to you that listen, Love your enemies, do good to those who hate you, 28 bless those who curse you, pray for those who abuse you. 29 If anyone strikes you on the cheek, offer the other also; and from anyone who takes away your coat do not withhold even your shirt. 30 Give to everyone who begs from you; and if anyone takes away your goods, do not ask for them again. 31 Do to others as you would have them do to you.
Other Readings: Daniel 7.1-3,15-18           Psalm 149          Ephesians 1.11-23
Homily
Every place in which worship has taken place is marked by what has gone on there; there is a kind of residue.  Whether we have worshipped in a church building (of whatever size or type), or in a school, or hall, or home, or even outside, the worship of faithful Christians leaves its mark.  Of course, it’s rare that you can see anything ‘physical’ – we are thinking here of the marks of faith.  In this way, places become holy.
It is a holiness that comes from the prayers and praise offered by Christians as we respond to God and as we seek to follow Jesus in our lives.
And if places can become holy, so can people.
All Saints Day, today, is the day on which we remember and give thanks for the holy people of God.  We recognise their impact on our lives.  We also recognise that the path of faith that they trod before us is now our path.
So, before we think about Jesus’ teaching in our gospel reading, may we have a few moments of silence, to think of former worshippers in this place, or of the people who taught us the faith, or of those Christians who have inspired us by their lives, words and actions.
[silence]
The main theme of what Jesus teaches today is that discipleship makes a difference.  He wants the people who follow him to know that our actions and our attitudes matter.  What do we do with our time?  What do we do with our wealth?  How do we respond to our neighbour?  Jesus knows that tough times are likely to come for every human being – how do we face them?  Jesus knows that we live in a world of unequal opportunities, and in which some have far more money than others – do we recognise this reality and seek to care for each other, whatever our circumstances?  His teaching is direct, and he makes us think and feel – and he does this to encourage us to look to God, and to follow the way of faith.
The Jesus of Luke’s gospel paints a picture of faith and discipleship that is almost poetic in its starkness.  He talks of blessedness and woe, of spiritual well-being and of great sorrow.  As with all his teaching it is important that we sit with it and consider it carefully: to be blessed is to feel the deep joy that comes from a right relationship with God, which may be our current reality even though we are overwhelmed with tears and sadness; to experience woe is to be in distress, which is often the opposite of what we think we might feel when we are no longer concerned that we have too little money.  Jesus faces us with deep truths and invites us to look into our hearts, to look to God in prayer, to look into Scripture.
And then he talks about enemies, and how we must love them.  In our deeply conflicted world, in which powerful forces encourage us to view even our neighbours with suspicion, let alone our ‘enemies’, we may find these words really hard to hear.  But what Jesus is doing is stressing the fundamental humanity that we all share.  Everyone is made in the image of God.  Everyone has the capacity to love and to forgive.  Jesus invites his followers to ‘aim high’ and to look above the forces that want to dehumanise and divide.

All Saints Day is a wonderful day.  As we worship together and as we listen to Jesus we are reminded of our fellowship with countless Christians over the centuries, of the fact that they faced joys and difficulties, and that they loved and served the Lord whatever.  Jesus calls those who follow him to be courageous and confident.  He reminds us that while there is a cost to discipleship there is also great joy and lasting fulfilment to be found in our faith and in our relationship with God.
Conversation Questions
1. Who are the people whom you know personally that have inspired you in faith?
2. Would you call these people ‘saints’, and do you think it important that the Church recognises the impact of ‘everyday saints’ in its worship today?
3. Is there anything else from the passage not already discussed that speaks to you? What is it?
4. What will you do this week in your Monday-to-Saturday ministry in response to what you have heard today? #everydayfaith
Prayer
Spend some time in prayer, responding to what you have heard today and listening to what God might be saying to you. 

Collect of the day

Almighty God,
you have knit together your elect
in one communion and fellowship
in the mystical body of your Son Christ our Lord:
grant us grace so to follow your blessed saints
in all virtuous and godly living
that we may come to those inexpressible joys
that you have prepared for those who truly love you;
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord,
who is alive and reigns with you,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever.

(or)

God of holiness,
your glory is proclaimed in every age:
as we rejoice in the faith of your saints,
inspire us to follow their example
with boldness and joy;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
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