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Sunday 26th October 2025
The Last Sunday after Trinity / Bible Sunday 

Gospel Reading	
Luke 4.16-24: The Rejection of Jesus at Nazareth
16 When he came to Nazareth, where he had been brought up, he went to the synagogue on the sabbath day, as was his custom. He stood up to read, 17 and the scroll of the prophet Isaiah was given to him. He unrolled the scroll and found the place where it was written:
18 ‘The Spirit of the Lord is upon me,
    because he has anointed me
        to bring good news to the poor.
He has sent me to proclaim release to the captives
    and recovery of sight to the blind,
        to let the oppressed go free,
19 to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favour.’
20 And he rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the attendant, and sat down. The eyes of all in the synagogue were fixed on him. 21 Then he began to say to them, ‘Today this scripture has been fulfilled in your hearing.’ 22 All spoke well of him and were amazed at the gracious words that came from his mouth. They said, ‘Is not this Joseph’s son?’ 23 He said to them, ‘Doubtless you will quote to me this proverb, “Doctor, cure yourself!” And you will say, “Do here also in your home town the things that we have heard you did at Capernaum.”’ 24 And he said, ‘Truly I tell you, no prophet is accepted in the prophet’s home town.
Other Readings: Isaiah 45.22-25           Psalm 119.129-136         Romans 15.1-6

Homily
‘Jesus is handed the scroll of Isaiah and reads from it.’  This is a really significant moment in Jesus’ life, and he uses the words of the prophet Isaiah to underline it.   Luke places this incident just after Jesus had spent 40 days in the wilderness where he was tempted by Satan to follow a very different path to the one described in the words he read.  Yet, he says, ‘Today this scripture is fulfilled …’.  This passage from the book of Isaiah chapter 61, written centuries before his time, came to fruition in that moment.
The book of Isaiah is divided into two broad sections.  In the first, the Prophet talks of the coming punishment of Israel for ignoring God’s commands - bought to pass in their defeat and exile at the hands of the Assyrians and then the Babylonians in the age of the Old Testament. In the second section the Prophet offers the people comfort - God will have compassion on them, rescue them from their captivity and bring them home. He will send them a ‘servant King’ – the Messiah – who, through his suffering, will bring about a future of peace for all nations.
Isaiah talks often of the future Messiah, and we use many of the words of that book in our liturgy and worship, particularly at Christmas and Easter.  In echoing words from chapter 61 written about God’s coming servant King, Jesus tells the people that He is the one about whom Isaiah prophesied, the Messiah, who had come to bring salvation.
We read earlier in this chapter how Satan had tempted Jesus with a ministry of a very different kind– showing him all the kingdoms of the world, he said I will give you all their authority and splendour if you worship me – it will all be yours (Luke 4 5-7).  The religious leaders of Jesus day might have been expecting the Messiah to be a military leader and set them free from Roman occupation in a very literal sense. But Jesus tells them that his ministry would be one of peace, healing and social justice rather than conquest. This was the very opposite of the path that Satan had tempted Jesus with, and not what the religious leaders expected or wanted at all.
Many Churches today will have a ‘mission statement’, a set of words that say what that they believe and how this is reflected in what they plan to do.  It’s an idea that began in big business in the 1980s when companies wanted to develop an ‘organisational identity’ as they began to take their marketing and strategy more seriously.  In this passage Jesus is offering his own ‘mission statement’. If we look at what he is saying we see his ‘mission’ revolved around concern for the poor, the oppressed and the sick. His reference to ‘the year of the Lords favour’ would remind people of a recurring time in the national life of Israel when slaves were to be freed, debts cancelled, and property returned to its ancestral owners. Social justice was important for Jesus; he recognised that the poor and downtrodden deserve special attention in a world dominated by the rich and the powerful. 
Jesus’ words remind us to think about how we, as Christians, modern day disciples, navigate the world in which we live. Do we follow the example of Jesus and seek a world of justice and peace through our actions, the support we give, and our prayers? Or do we take what is on offer for us in this world of unequal privilege, not sharing, and not caring who goes without as long as it’s not us?  How do we as fellowships, as the Body of Christ, as the Church together react to the unfairness we see in the communities around us and in the world as a whole.  Jesus came to bring good news to the poor, set captives free and bring healing – this is an interesting passage of scripture that might be useful to have to hand when watching, reading or listening to the news. If we are to follow Jesus then we should follow his example as we live our lives – for we too should bring good news to the poor, set captives free and bring healing.
This is a good time to stop, think and pray about what it is that God is calling you to do as individuals and as a fellowship. How do we serve the communities around us? How well do we reflect Jesus’ mission to bring good news to the poor, set captives free and bring healing as we seek to follow Him?
Conversation Questions
1. Whom do you view as the poor, the captives, or those whom we are taught by Jesus to heal?   What do Jesus words currently mean for Christians as we think and pray about what God wants of us as we serve Him?  
2. Write some words down that answer this question and make a promise to revisit those words from time to time in order to reassess how you are doing and think about whether your priorities need to be adjusted as the world around us changes.
3. Is there anything else from the passage not already discussed that speaks to you? What is it?
4. What will you do this week in your Monday-to-Saturday ministry in response to what you have heard today? #everydayfaith

Prayer
Spend some time in prayer, responding to what you have heard today and listening to what God might be saying to you. 

Collect of the day

Blessed Lord,
who caused all holy Scriptures to be written for our learning:
help us so to hear them,
to read, mark, learn and inwardly digest them
that, through patience, and the comfort of your holy word,
we may embrace and for ever hold fast
the hope of everlasting life,
which you have given us in our Saviour Jesus Christ,
who is alive and reigns with you,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever.

(or)

Merciful God,
teach us to be faithful in change and uncertainty,
that trusting in your word
and obeying your will
we may enter the unfailing joy of Jesus Christ our Lord.
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