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The Benefice of St Benedict and  
Neatishead Baptist Church 
 
We will remember them 

On Remembrance Sunday, 9th November 
services will be held all over the country to 
remember all those who died in two World Wars 
and in conflicts around the World since then. 
They did their duty and gave their lives in the 
service of their king and country. Two days later, 
on 11th November at 11 in the morning there 
will be further ceremonies to mark the time in 
1918 when the guns fell silent. 

On Tuesday 11th November at 11am there will 
be a short, simple service led by the rector at 
Barton Church where the lych-gate is dedicated 
to those who fell in The Great War 1914 – 18. 

This year has been especially poignant as the 
country remembered the service men and 
women who died in the Far East, the Forgotten 
Army who had to fight on after the war in Europe 
ended until Japan surrendered. Why do we do 
it? Why will some shops ask people to pause 
and be silent for two minutes, in the middle of 
the morning’s shopping, at 11am on Tuesday 
the 11th? Because it is important to remember, 
to hold the memory of what was done for us all 
those years ago.They all fought and gave their 
lives for our freedom; for the freedoms we take 
for granted every day; for the things we don’t 
even think about. Whenever I lead a 
communion service, in whichever church I find 
myself, I say these words of Jesus: 

“Do this in remembrance of me….” Words 
which he said to his friends around the table at 
what has come to be known as ‘The Last 
Supper’. We are called to Remember, we must 
not Forget. 

Sadly the First World War was not ‘The War to 
End All Wars’ as so many hoped. We know that 
only too well: Korea, Suez, the Falklands, Iraq, 
Afghanistan. The list goes on, as does the duty 
and service of our young men and women to this 
day. Many of us will recognise these words: 

“When you go home, tell them of us and say, 
For your tomorrow, we gave our today.” 

These are words from a war memorial in 
Kohima where so many of ‘The Forgotten Army’ 
are buried. There is also a Kohima prayer, 
almost unknown and unrecognised, but which Is 
as much a prayer for us today as it was a prayer 
for those who gave their lives for us 

so long ago: 

Ever-living God, we remember those whom you 
have gathered from the storm of war into the 
peace of your presence. May that sense of 
peace calm our fears, bring justice to all peoples 
and establish harmony among the nations.  

Amen. 

Neville Khambatta 

All Souls' Day 

Everyone is invited to attend our special service 
on Sunday 2nd November, 3pm, at St Benedict's 
church, Horning. This is our annual service where 
we spend some time remembering and praying for 
our departed loved ones. We have all lost family 
members and friends who have been special to us 
and this service is a wonderful opportunity for us to 
think about them and to ask God to keep them in 
his loving care. Please do come along.  

Latest news from our Sunday Club 
 
We had a fantastic pet service last month. The 
church was full with a variety ofdifferent animals 
in attendance including dogs, lizards, rats, and 
even African land snails! We gave thanks to 
God for all of creation, for our pets, and we 
committed ourselves to looking after our planet 
for future generations.We also had a collection 
to raise money to ensure that we can book 
Miniature Donkeys for Wellbeing for our annual 
‘Fun in the Sun’ event next year. 

Sunday Club Dates and Events 

• Sunday 2nd November, 9.30am 
Neatishead Church. 

• Sunday 16th November, 11am Sunday 
Club takeover at Neatishead Church 

• Sunday 7th December, 9.30am at 
Neatishead Church. 

• Christmas Eve, 4pm our annual Christmas 
Crib Service at Irstead. 

All children are most welcome to Sunday Club, 
please do come along, it’s great fun! 

For more information please contact Revd Ben- 
brother_ben@btinternet.com 01692 630216. 
 
Macmillan Coffee Morning 

A Big Thank You for all your support. Together 
we raised £1,522.99 and we couldn't have done it 
without YOU! Many thanks 

from Cheryl Pell and the WISE Ladies 

mailto:brother_ben@btinternet.com
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St Michael and All Angels’, 
Barton Turf 
 
May I begin by thanking everyone who 

kindly sent me cards and good wishes for my 
recent operation. I was very touched. May I thank 
all those who also helped Vincent Kendrick when 
he stood in for me. 
The November coffee morning will be held 
on Saturday 15th November from 10am until 
noon, as normal. If anyone has anything that they 
would like to put on the produce table we would be 
glad to receive it. This is the time of year for 
chutneys etc. 
The other notice for November is that we shall be 
meeting as usual on Tuesday 11th November at 
10.45am for our annual lychgate service. All are 
welcome.         

Barbara Pilcher Churchwarden 

St Michael’s, Irstead 

It was lovely to see so many of you at St 
Michael’s Harvest Thanksgiving Songs 

of Praise and Bring and Share Harvest Supper on 
28th September. Grateful thanks to all those who 
contributed to the success of the service, to 
Matthew Bond who played the organ for us, the 
Benefice Choir for its choral contribution and all  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

who read at the service. Thank you also to our 
‘Church Mouse’ for the evening, Bethany 
Bradshaw (pictured) who supported Jorja 
Bradshaw’s reading of John Betjeman’s Diary of a 
Church Mouse. On behalf of YANA may we thank 
all those who gave so generously. £125 raised for 
this worthy farming cause.  

David Murrells 

St Peter’s Church Neatishead 
 

St Peter’s Restoration Work 
Following the announcement in last 

month’s NIB, all those involved with the restoration 
of the bell and its tower are delighted that work has 
now also started on the wall. This includes the 
major restoration/conservation, to the west 
boundary wall of St Peter’s Church, by local firm 
Conversion Green. All this work is due to the 
generosity of local people, a grant from the 
Garfield Weston Trust and the major contribution 
received from the National Lottery Heritage Fund’. 
 

 
Nicholas Fowle 

 

Barton Turf and Irstead Poors Trust:  
Winter Fuel 
 
The Poors Trust was founded in 1810 to help those 
in need in the parishes of Barton Turf and Irstead 
by providing a contribution towards the cost of their 
winter fuel bills. It is at this time of year that the 
Trust allocates its funds to residents in the 
parishes who are in need of such help. 
 
Do you know of anyone who has a genuine need 
of help this winter: the elderly, the sick, the 
unemployed or others? If you do know of anyone 
or feel personally that you might qualify, then 
please contact the Clerk to the Trustees, Chris 
Dockerty on 07771 866437 or any of the Trustees. 
All information provided will be treated in strictest 
confidence. 

Gail Murrells 
 

A thankyou 
 
Many thanks for all the kind thoughts, best wishes 
and cards sent to me after my recent fall. I am up 
and around and looking forward to being out and 
about again soon.  

Susan Lamb 
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White House Stores  
 

Recently we said goodbye to Carol, 
who has worked with us for many 

years. We wish her all the best and hope her move 
to be nearer to her family goes smoothly. We will 
miss her greatly. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In October, seven of our volunteers went on a trip 
to Tacons Farm in Rollesby. They supply our shop 
with salads, homemade jam, fruit and veg, and of 
course the wonderful seasonal asparagus. We had 
a tour of the farm, seeing the pumpkins and lots of 
farm machinery! It was interesting to hear the 
history of the business. A most relaxing wander 
round was had by all.  

 

 

 

 

Shop volunteers visit Tacons Farm 
 

Margaret Maxwell 
White House Stores Community Shop 

info@whitehousestores.co.uk 
  

White House Stores is hiring 
If you are interested in joining our team  

please contact: info@whitehousestores.co.uk 

mailto:info@whitehousestores.co.uk
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Xmas Card Delivery 

 
Once again, the Elves will be out and 
about delivering all your Xmas Cards to 

our 3 villages. As usual the two post boxes will be 
in place in the village hall and White House Stores 
from Monday 1st December until early Tuesday 
16th December, when the sorting will begin for 
delivery on Wednesday 17th. Please can you 
clearly write names and addresses on the 
envelopes. We kindly ask for a small donation 
which goes to local charities and our Father 
Christmas children’s gifts. We look forward to 
offering this unique service again. 

The Christmas Elves 

 

Garden Club 
 

Again there is a change to the published 
programme as our speaker in November will be 
Simon White, now retired from Peter Beales 
Roses, who will be talking about Beautiful Bulbs. 
The meeting is at the NVH on Monday 17th 
November at 7.30pm. Perhaps we will get some 
tips for summer and autumn flowering bulbs that 
we can exhibit at the Village Show on 5th 
September next year? Visitors are always 
welcome at our meetings: £4 which includes a 
cuppa and biscuits. Please contact me for more 
information.  

Jane King 07423 820228 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Congratulations to Countryside Litter Pickers.  

 
NIB readers will have been following the story of 
Eddie and Gary Firman, the volunteer litter pickers 
who are regularly to be seen removing unwanted 
rubbish from our villages’ roadsides. Nominated for 
the BBC Radio Norfolk Make a Difference awards, 
the brothers made a finalists’ short list of 5 in the 
“Green Award’ section. The final ceremony was 
held at the end of September in the newly restored 
Norwich Castle.  
 
The brothers (pictured below) were deserving 
runners-up in a very strong category full of 
‘incredible people, quietly transforming lives.  
 
 
 

Huge congratulations to Eddie and Gary. Do stop 
and say hello and thank you if you see them at 
work as you drive past. 

NIB Editor 
 

CPR and Defibrillator Awareness 
Session 
 
Neatishead Parish Council and the 

New Victory Hall have arranged a session about 
CPR (cardio and pulmonary resuscitation) and use 
of a defibrillator on Wednesday 12th November at 
2pm. The session will be run by the Broadland First 
Responders at the New Victory Hall. 
 
As there are now several defib units in the area 
(see NIB page 14) this really is a good opportunity 
to learn about how to access and use them should 
the need arise. You are also welcome if you just 
want to refresh your knowledge.  
 
There is also time for tea and questions. Advance 
booking essential please. To book, contact 01692 
630637 or email bookings@victoryhall.info.   

New Victory Hall 

CHRISTMAS FAIR 
Saturday 6th December: 9.30-12 Noon 

 

Grand Draw  
 

Lots of stalls 
 

Refreshments 
 

Children’s Craft 

                             Registered Charity 225178                 

Sing-along with NABS and Ukelele Players 

mailto:bookings@victoryhall.info
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Village Screen 
 
Monday 3rd November 7pm for 
7.30pm 
 

Our November film will 
be Black Bag (Cert.15: 
94 Minutes). This 
thriller is about British 
Intelligence Agent 
George (Michael 
Fassbender), a spy 
who can't be lied to, 
who will 
relentlessly pursue his 
targets and is loyal to 
his country. When a 
device that could put 
hundreds of thousands 
of lives in danger goes 
missing, George has only seven days to find the 
traitor who stole it. When he discovers his beloved 
wife and fellow spy Kathryn (Cate Blanchett) is one 
of the five suspects, George faces the ultimate 
test: his love for Kathryn or his loyalty to his 
country. To top it off the nation's capital is seen in 
all its stylish glory, as the world of MI6 is put on 
show, with all the intoxicating trappings that go with 
it. All this makes for a gripping spy game where no-
one can be trusted. 
 
Visit www.victoryhall.info to book tickets. You can 
also make a reservation by calling Christine on 
01692 631347. Subject to availability, tickets (£6) 
can be purchased on the door, card or cash. 
Refreshments will be available for a small charge. 

Village Screen Team 

 
 
 

 

Neatishead Parish Council  
 
Neatishead Parish Council have 
two vacant seats desperately 

seeking to be filled! The team of councillors are 
welcoming and friendly and the Clerk takes care 
of all the legal matters, so all you need is to be 
passionate about our wonderful village and want 
to make it even better than it already is!  
 
If you can spare a few hours a month and are 
available to attend monthly meetings on the 3rd 
Thursday of the month at 7.30pm, please do get 
in touch. Or come along to the next meeting and 
see for yourself that there is nothing to be 
intimidated about and it's a lovely team to be a part 
of! 
 
The Parish Council are currently exploring some 
funding options, including making improvements 

to pedestrian safety near the New Victory Hall.  
 
It is also that time of year again when the budget 
for 2025/2026 is being considered and the council 
will work hard to keep any increases to the precept 
to a minimum. The final budget will be set at the 
January 2026 meeting. Please note the parish 
council's email address has recently changed to 
clerk@neatishedpc.norfolkparishes.gov.uk  

Laura Bateman 
 

Horning Flower Club 
 
October’s meeting started with the 
AGM and presentation of the cups for 
the previous season. The President’s 

Cup was won by Doreen Dean and the Novice Cup 
by Chris Williams.  
 
For her topic Stories, Naomi Wells, a new 
demonstrator to the club, created 5 very different 
arrangements without the use of floral foam, 
showing what variety can be achieved in an 
environmentally friendly way. As a newly qualified 
judge, she was delighted to be able to judge her 
first members’ competition. Luckily there were 
possibly the highest number of entries in recent 
years with 7 (and what a shame one member 
forgot to bring hers) on the subject of Autumnal 
Splendour: the winner was Carole Swan. 
 
On Monday 10th November Angelikka Hill will 
demonstrate A Wild Kitchen with the competition 
An Arrangement in a Kitchen Item. Further 
information from the secretary, Carole Swan, on 
01692 536270. 

Rachel Clayton  

An Opportunity at NVH 

http://www.victoryhall.info/
mailto:clerk@neatishedpc.norfolkparishes.gov.uk
https://game-icons.net/1x1/delapouite/musical-notes.html
https://game-icons.net/1x1/delapouite/musical-notes.html
https://game-icons.net/1x1/delapouite/musical-notes.html
https://game-icons.net/1x1/delapouite/musical-notes.html
https://game-icons.net/1x1/delapouite/musical-notes.html
https://game-icons.net/1x1/delapouite/musical-notes.html
https://game-icons.net/1x1/delapouite/musical-notes.html
https://game-icons.net/1x1/delapouite/musical-notes.html
https://game-icons.net/1x1/delapouite/musical-notes.html
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Community Gym 
 

Neatishead Community Gym is now a 
CIO (Charitable Incorporated 

Organisation). A new board of trustees has been 
appointed for 2025/2026 with Alan Smith (Chair) 
Phil Ollier (Treasurer) and Sharon Jones 
(Secretary). For more details see 
https://www.neatisheadcommunitygym.com. 
 

The daily running of 
the gym is in the 
charge of the very 
experienced Gary 
Forde, who 
introduces himself 
below: 
 
‘I’ve been running 
the Neatishead Gym 
for six years now 
and have worked 
hard at building your 
wonderful village 

facility into the success it is today. I am proud that 
it is not only a gym, but also a social hub for 
members. As a Level 3 Personal Trainer, I have 
been in the health and fitness industry for over 35 
years in and around Norwich and am passionate 
about sport health and fitness. With good advice, 
people can be helped to recover from injuries, 
strokes, knee and hip operations. The gym also 
plays a big part in people’s mental health in 
addition to physical health. What draws people to 
NCG is frequently word of mouth 
recommendations.  
 
I work hard to ensure the gym is a fun and friendly 
place to be and have brought my passion for 
resistance training to all members. I’m proud that 
the oldest member (in her eighties) enjoys using 
the bench press and has seen great benefits by 
using free weights. As highlighted by the media, 
free weights strengthen both bone density and 
muscle into later life. During my time here, a full 
range of equipment has been introduced, including 
3 treadmills, 3 rowers, 3 bikes, a cross trainer, 
bench presses as well as free weights: all the 
benefits of a city gym in our village!  
 
If you’ve thought of joining us, please come for an 
initial chat. I’ll be delighted to show you our 
facilities. The gym is open between 8.30 and 12.30 
on Sunday, Monday and Wednesdays. Drop in or 
phone me for an appointment. 

Gary Forde 
07989 830855 garyforde@gmail.com 

The Norfolk Punt Club 
 

It hardly seems possible that 
another sailing season has come to an end. 
Soon the pontoons on the broad will be towed 
in for their winter maintenance and boats will 
come out of the water. The last event of the year 
is the only one where boats leave the broad and 
travel down the Ant to race on the Bure at 
Thurne Mouth. The Athene Cup dates from 
1929 and is sailed on the river in Norfolk Punts. 
This year, fifteen boats competed in light airs. It 
was a true Punt Club family event with the 
winner, Richard Parker, sailing against both his 
sister and his father. The age range was wide 
with the youngest crew being two of our very 
own NIB villagers, Henry Drew and Finn Elson, 
aged just 13 and 12. There were boats crewed 
by brothers, sisters, fathers and sons. Lots of 
members went to watch and, it being the Punt 
Club, there was plentiful tea and cake! 

 

 
Punts on the river: 

Henry and Finn in Goosander, number 89 

Photo: Robin Myerscough 

 

There will be several social events in the winter 
and the new season starts in the spring with 
racing at weekends and Tuesday evenings plus 
special women’s events and lots of 
opportunities to learn and improve both sailing 
and motorboat handling. Why not come and join 
us? 

 

The Punt Club will be celebrating its centenary 
next year with lots of special events both social 
and sailing. More information will be in 
upcoming NIBs. Come and celebrate with us.  

 

 For more info: www.puntclub.co.uk.  

Liz Ollier 

Gary with gym members using 
the treadmills 

https://www.neatisheadcommunitygym.com/
mailto:garyforde@gmail.com
http://www.puntclub.co.uk/
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Wildlife Notes 
The month of October is a time of great 
movement in the world of wildfowl with 

many birds in northern countries moving south 
to avoid harsh weather. One of those is the 
Goldeneye Duck which usually arrives on 
Barton Broad in the last week of October and 
stays until March or April.  

 

 
Goldeneye: Jon Kelf 

 

However, it is the sheer number of arrivals 
which is both surprising and impressive. For 
example, most of us take the humble Mallard for 
granted and are not surprised to hear that there 
are around 61,000 breeding pairs in the UK so 
a total of 122,000 birds before they start laying 
eggs. However, as Mallards fly into the UK from 
France, Holland, Finland, the Baltic States and 
Russia the number here in mid-winter may be 
as many as 675,000 birds> This is a massive 
increase. In the case of Wigeon, a duck which 
regularly spends the winter on Alderfen Broad 
and on nearby grazing marshes, the numbers 
are equally impressive. There is a breeding 
population of only around 200 pairs so a total of 
about 400 birds. The winter population is around 
450,000 birds by the time that these ducks have 
arrived from Iceland, Scandinavia and Russia. 

 

I use these figures just to demonstrate the huge 
number of birds involved in just two species. If 
you add thousands of Teal, Gadwall, Shoveler, 
Pochard and Tufted Duck you can see how the 
numbers of duck increase enormously. Clearly 
not all these birds are in the Broads but we have 
our share of them and what it does demonstrate 
is how important it is to protect wildfowl feeding 
areas along the migration routes as well as 
those in the UK.  

 

 
Whooper Swan: Jon Kelf 

 

Our winter swans will also arrive, the larger 
Whooper Swans from Iceland spend time on the 
grazing marshes around St Benets Abbey whilst 
the smaller Bewick’s Swans which breed in 
Siberia are sometimes seen in small flocks 
around Ludham airfield. Both species have 
yellow colouration on their beaks unlike the 
orange beaks of our native Mute Swans. The 
number of Bewick’s Swans wintering in the UK 
has dropped in recent years with many of them 
staying in Germany and other European 
countries as they no longer need to move so far 
south to avoid harsh winter weather. Add to 
these birds the Pink-footed Geese which many 
of you will have already seen flying over our 
villages. In addition, add the winter thrushes, the 
Fieldfare and its smaller cousin, the Redwing, 
plus the finches like Siskin and Brambling, and 
you get an idea of not only the huge numbers of 
birds involved but the distances some of them 
fly.  

 

 
Red Deer near Ikens Farm: Jon Kelf 

 

Enjoy the sounds of the Red Deer rutting as they 
bellow at night around both Barton Turf and the 
Beeston estate. 

Jerry Simpson 01692 630674 

simpsonj24@btinternet.com 

mailto:simpsonj24@btinternet.com
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Wildlife Working Party 
Autumn is here and the working party 

has finished its chores. Barton Common is again 
looking beautiful with huge numbers of hawthorn 
berries, blackberries and more rose hips than I’ve 
ever seen. Mast years happen every few years in 
which bumper crops of berries and nuts are 
produced because the conditions for their 
development have been good. Plants try to 
produce as many chances for next year’s seed 
development as possible. It will take some 
enthusiastic berry eaters to finish everything on the 
common. It has been the same in my garden with 
plenty of walnuts, figs, apples and pears. 
Sadly, the beautiful maple tree on the common 
near Claypits died last year. It seems likely this was 
caused by the flooding which starves the roots of 
sufficient oxygen. The same thing happened to the 
plum trees nearby. The maple had been home to 
many bird species particularly woodpeckers and 
nuthatches. However, it was rotting fast, several of 
the branches had fallen down and we took the 
decision for safety reasons to fell it. Interesting that 
the year in which the common was heavily flooded 
was followed this year by a very dry year and in 
fact the ponds have nearly completely dried out. 
Hopefully some winter rain will fill them ready for 
the great crested newt breeding season. Please let 
me know if you see any great crested newts and I 
will record them. Alternatively do it yourselves 
using recordpool.org.uk. 
Roger Lamb again helped us to cut back the 
meadow and with his tractor-pulled hay raker, piled 
up the hay. This made made it easier for the 
working party to collect, remove and add to the 
grass snake compost heaps adjacent to the 
meadow. Talking of grass snakes, plenty are being 
seen on the common particularly under the 
corrugated iron, with varying sizes from newly 
hatched of about 15cm long to some whoppers of 

over a meter long. 
On one occasion 
when we looked a 
very brave smooth 
newt, a favourite 
food of the grass 
snake, had 
challenged itself to 
sit next to three 
grass snakes which 
was very risky 
behaviour! Please 

let me know if you would like to join the wildlife 
working party. Thanks 

Neil Sanderson 
Parish Councillor 

Knit & Stitch 
Members of the K&S Group are always 
up for a challenge so when we were 
asked for 30 mobius fidget toys, we got 

to work. A 
mobius is a two 
-dimensional 
surface with 
only one side 
and only one 
edge. These 
fidget toys are 
crocheted and 
the edge can be 
endlessly pulled 
out from the 
centre and used 
as a tool for focusing attention or calming restless 
nerves. It is also great for using up oddments of 
yarn. A member’s friend is a primary school 
teacher and thought these might be helpful for 
children who find it difficult to sit still. It was also a 
great starting project for those who wanted to learn 
to crochet as it uses only three stitches.  

  
The fidget toys have been renamed 'Classroom 
Carpet Friends' and we received the following 
message from the teacher "The children really 
benefit from being able to have something to calm 
themselves with when listening on the carpet. The 
children love all the colours and styles and say they 
all have different personalities. Thank you for the 
time taken to make these for us." Do get in touch 
or pop along to one of our meetings if you would 
like to see how they are made (see dates on the 
diary page) - all welcome, we can supply yarn and 
crochet hooks. 

Claire Penstone-Smith 
 claireps@btinternet.com, 07760 643739 

Grass snake on Barton Common 

http://recordpool.org.uk/
mailto:claireps@btinternet.com
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Neatishead, Irstead & Barton 
Turf 
Community Heritage Group 
(NIBCHG) 

 
Two events will bring to a close 

our commemorations for the VE (Victory in 
Europe) and VJ (Victory in Japan) Day 80 
Anniversaries. On Sunday 16th November, 2-
5pm, in the New Victory Hall, another opportunity 
to see a combination of both exhibitions that we put 
together for VE and VJ Days earlier this year. 
Where were the surrender documents signed? 
What is the Changi Quilt? How were gliders used 
in the Far East? Where is Kohima? What was the 
Battle of the Admin Box? The answers to all these 
questions as well as many stories and artefacts 
from those who served their countries in the most 
unimaginable conditions, together with a timeline 
of WW2 events, will be on display. Everyday 
memories of WW2 are disappearing from living 
history and through our research and events we 
hope to ensure that these memories and 
experiences will not be lost. 
 
Also at our event you will be able to discover more 
about New Farm Aviation Heritage Group at 
Frettenham with their pop-up display. The group 
holds a huge collection of WW2 memorabilia telling 
the stories of the rich aviation and wider history of 
the local area - another example of local living 
history. Refreshments will be available all 
afternoon, so we hope you will be able to call in to 
discover more.  
 

Our final presentation of the year will 
be Reflections on the VJ Day 80 
Commemorations in the Far East by 
Pauline Simpson, following her visit 
to Thailand earlier this month. This 
will be held on Monday 24th 
November, 7.30pm, also in the New 

Victory Hall. Both these events for Remembrance 
will be a fitting tribute to all those who served their 
country and sacrificed so much in order that we 
can enjoy the freedom we have today. We look 
forward to seeing you. 

Claire Penstone-Smith,  
claireps@btinternet.com 

Art Exhibition 
Our exhibition is 
back. Come and 
meet our local 
amazing artists 
and see their 
work. We look 
forward to seeing 
you and hope you 
can pick up your 
own original 
masterpiece: 
Saturday 22nd 
November 2pm 
‘til 6pm at the 
NVH. 

 
 

Lisa Seager 
lsartnorfolk@gmail.com 

 
NABS 

 
It's beginning to look a lot like 

Christmas. Friday 12th December and 2 shows on 
Saturday 13th Dec will see NABS take to the 
stage for a music filled show bursting with 
Christmas festivities. Tickets go on sale in The 
White House Stores on Monday 24th Nov for £10 
each.  

Lisa Seager 
NABS 

 

Friends of Neatishead School 

 

A belated thankyou to all who helped and attended 
the Summer BBQ back in July. We raised over 
£1,000 which brought us to our goal to get new 
outdoor play equipment at school. This has been 
installed and the children are enjoying it every day. 
In December our annual Christmas Fair is on 
Friday 12th December at 3pm at Neatishead 
Primary School. Donations for our tombola and/or 
other stalls are greatly appreciated. Please bring 
them to school if you are able to donate or help.  
 
Postscript: please come and book a table at the 
White Horse's Pub Quiz on Wednesday 
12th November, raising money for FONS.  
 

The FONS Team: Friends of Neatishead School  
  

mailto:claireps@btinternet.com
mailto:lsartnorfolk@gmail.com
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Success for NIB photographer  
 
We’re delighted to report that, out of around 1,100 
entries this year to the Norfolk Wildlife Trust 2026 
calendar, Jon Kelf’s photo of a pygmy shrew (also 
known as Vernon!) was chosen as the February 
entry. The calendars can be purchased through 
norfolkwildlifetrust.co.uk. 
 

 
Vernon in his Neatishead hideaway: Jon Kelf 

 

Horning First Saturday Coffee Mornings 
 
These take place each first Saturday of the month 
at Horning Village Hall from 10am to 11.45. The 
next one will be on Saturday 1st November. The 
December Coffee Morning is our annual Christmas 
special: Horning Church’s Christmas Fayre on 
Saturday 6th December. The refreshments will 
include tea, coffee, mince pies and scones. There 
will also be a grand raffle, tombola, cakes and 
produce stall, and many other stalls. The draw for 
the raffle will be at 11.30. We only deal in cash, so 
do come prepared! Everyone is welcome. 

Ian Johnson 
 

Weather Report for 
September/October 
Drier than average weather continued 
in September. The total rainfall 

recorded for September was 47.6mms/1.87in 
which is just 79% of average. The highest daily 
total was on the 17th when 11.6mms/0.46in fell. 
The highest temperature was 26°C on the 19th and 
the coldest overnight temperature was 5°C on the 
28th/29th. The rainfall recorded for October to date 
(up to 14th) is 24mms/0.94in which is 34% of 
average, with 15.2mms/0.6in falling on the 3rd. 
This was courtesy of Atlantic storm Amy which also 
produced widespread gales on the 4th and 5th. 
 

Peter Mills 

Roman Catholic Churches 
 

• St Helen, Hoveton, NR12 8QJ. Saturday Mass at 
5.30pm, Wednesday Mass at 9.30am. 

• Sacred Heart, Norwich Road, North Walsham, 
NR28 9JP, Sunday Mass at 11am 
 

For more information, call 01692 403258.  
Father Peter Raj, parishpriestfrpeter@gmail.com 
 

Wroxham & Hoveton United Reform Church 
 

Minister: Rev Tina Wilson. email address: 
revtinawilson@outlook.com. Tel :07763 354740. 
Secretary: Lynne Howard, 01603 738835. 
lmhoward100@btinternet.com Please see our 
website for the most up to date information. 
wroxhamurc.org.uk. Do join us for any or all of the 
following services: 

 

• Sunday 2nd November: 10.30am. Rev 
Carole Pearl, including Holy Communion. 

• Sunday 9th November. 10.45am. 
Remembrance Sunday Service at St John’s, 

• Hoveton, conducted by Rev Tina Wilson. 

• Sunday 16th November. 10.30am. Service 
conducted Church Elders. 

• Sunday 23rd November .10.30am. Service 
conducted by Rev Carole Pearl. 

• Sunday 30th November 10.30am. Service 
conducted by Mr Mike Gibbs. 

• Sunday 30th November. 4pm. Beyond 

Sundays For those exploring faith beyond 
traditional services.Are you just looking for a 
space to pause, reflect, and just be? Join us 
for our monthly gathering, an open and 
informal space for conversation, reflection, 
and connection. Come as you are – all are 
welcome. 

 

JAM (our Sunday School) welcomes all children 
aged 4 to 16. We meet in the church hall from 
10.15 – 11.45am. In November we will meet on 
the 2nd to pack shoe boxes for Operation 
Christmas Child; again on the 16th and 30th. In 
December we will meet each Sunday morning to 
rehearse our Nativity play, to be performed on 21st 
at 4pm. For information on dates, future sessions 
and other event please go to 
https://wroxhamurc.org.uk/jam or more details 
contact jam@wroxhamurc.org.uk or call Chris on 
01603 783992. 

 

The Community Café meets for coffee and cakes 
from 10.30am to 12 noon on Thursdays. All are 
welcome, there is no charge.  

mailto:parishpriestfrpeter@gmail.com
mailto:revtinawilson@outlook.com
mailto:lmhoward100@btinternet.com
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Can you find the one word 
search word with an  
American spelling?  

 

In APRIL 

2026
Can you help? 

 
We would like to be in contact with all our previous editors ... 

Does anyone have contact details for the following? 
Geoff Best, Geraldine Jozefiak, Jill Hughes, Terry Kett? 

Please let Jane King know: janeelizabethking@hotmail.com 01692 630002 

 

The NIB 

will be 50 

years old!

mailto:janeelizabethking@hotmail.com
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November 2025 Adverts 

A R PAYNE - for all your local painting and 
decorating needs. Over 35 years’ experience within 
the building trade. Please contact Andy on 07706 
991443 or andyrpayne.ap@gmail.com. 

BROADS BOAT GUARDIANAGE - a bespoke 
caretaking service for boats & their owners. Need 
help packing up your boat for the winter? Someone 
to clean/maintain your boat? Contact Ez 07772 
039057 or broadsboatguardianage.com. 

CHIMNEY SWEEP Mike Wicks & Son. Fully 
insured. Certificate issued. Please call either 01692 
536592 or 01603 387400 

WANTED Stationary exercise bike with soft saddle. 
Please call Mary on 01692 535466 or text 07502 
915520. 

GARDEN BIRD FEED Free delivery of seed mixes, 
peanuts, sunflower, fat balls, mealworms and 
more! Please contact us on 01493 740288 or visit 
our website at gardenbirddirect.co.uk.  

ML RENOVATIONS LTD specialising in Oak 
Framed Buildings, Small Extensions, Patios, 
Groundworks, Garden Maintenance and Fencing. 
Call Andrew to discuss your project on 07880 
700636 or email info@mlrenovations.co.uk. 

GLEAMING GUTTERS Gutter cleaning and 
washing, plus washing of fascias, soffits, barge 
boards etc. Conservatory cleaning & pressure 
washing to patios, paths etc. Free friend quote. 
Lance 07771 363702 or 01603 782112.  

COLIN the PLUMBER oil, gas, and electric boilers 
and oil tanks. All types of plumbing services. 
Please call Colin on 01692 670657 or 07990 
650331. 

GARDENER lawn cutting service and general 
garden maintenance. Please contact Lenny on 
07771 363702. Locally based. 

SAM THE LADY SWEEP Wood burners, agas etc. 
Guild of Master Sweeps trained. NVQ qualified. 
Please call Sam on 07835 476106, 
www.samtheladysweep.co.uk. 

YOUR FRIENDLY LOCAL ELECTRICIAN Glen 
Rogers Electrical. From an electric shower to a 
garden light. Give us a ring on 07774 103426. 

SIMON'S HOME IMPROVEMENTS We design, 
supply & fit kitchens, bathrooms, tiling, carpentry, 
flooring, plumbing and much more. Please contact 
Simon on 07368 982830 or at 
simons.kitchens1990@gmail.com. 

INTERIOR ACCENTS SOFT FURNISHINGS - 
Made to measure curtains, blinds, loose covers, 
cushions etc. Selection of fabrics, poles & tracks. 
Please contact Debbie 07799 031933 or email 
enquiries@interioraccents.co.uk. 

GRASS CUTTING also pruning, shed and fence 
painting and garage/shed sorting. Light garden 
tasks. Please call Carol on 01692 630478 or mobile 
07879 442860. 

INDEPENDENT FINANCIAL ADVICE Wills & 
Power of Attorneys, Probate and Executor Service, 
very competitive rates to local residents. Home 
Visits available or at Hoveton office. Call Martin 
Smith on 01603 273590 or 07584 030071. 

INEXPENSIVE MOORINGS available at Barton 
Turf Staithe, please ring Martin 07501 622068. 

SIMPSONS MOTOR GROUP for servicing or 
MOTs on all makes of cars, motorhomes or vans. 
Free collection/return for the NIB villages. Please 
call 01493 601696 and ask for Howard. 

MARINE ELECTRICIAN 35 years’ experience. 
Installation, fault finding, repairs & spares. Fully 
insured. Please phone Steve on 07958 679118. 

NORFOLK FOOT MOBILE HEALTH CARE 
Routine care, diabetic foot care, corns and callus, 
verrucae and fungal nails. Please call Richard 
Parnell Dip FH BSc Econ Hons 07766 167562. 

C&B GARDEN SERVICES for Garden 
Maintenance and Pest Control, specialising in 
wasps and moles, rabbits & squirrels etc. For 
FREE quote please call Clive 01692 538356 or 
07867 632572. 

JON THE BOOKKEEPER offering local book 
keeping and general accounting services: Year 
end, Self Assessment, CIS subcontractors, VAT 
etc. Contact Jon on 07545 545358 to discuss any 
requirements. Jonathan.g.dawson@gmail.com. 

LANCE BUCKINGHAM CARPENTRY all building 
work undertaken, incl kitchen fitting, extensions, 
refurbishment, roofing, fencing, decking & 
maintenance. Phone: 07795 210522 or 01603 
720229, lance@lb-carpentry.co.uk. 

ROOF REPAIRS scaffolding, flat roofs, pitched 
roofs & chimney repairs. Also fascias & gutters. All 
high-level maintenance work undertaken. Ring 
Leighton for a quote or advice 07766 563513.  

COMPUTERS: friendly IT Tuition and Support. 
Please contact Jamie on 07747 450776 or 
jamienickerson@live.co.uk. 

GARDEN MAINTENANCE SERVICES: Mowing, 
hedges trimmed, raised beds, fences, patios, 
outdoor covered spaces & more: all projects 
considered. Please call Craig on 07535 044198. 

KC WASTEWATER Service and repairs to all 
make of domestic sewage treatment plants. Over 
30 years’ experience, Felmingham based. Please 
call 01692 402747 or 07975 620630. Website 
www.kcwastewater.co.uk. 

 

mailto:andyrpayne.ap@gmail.com
http://broadsboatguardianage.com/
mailto:info@mlrenovations.co.uk
http://www.samtheladysweep.co.uk/
mailto:simons.kitchens1990@gmail.com
mailto:enquiries@interioraccents.co.uk
mailto:Jonathan.g.dawson@gmail.com
mailto:jamienickerson@live.co.uk
http://www.kcwastewater.co.uk/
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LOGS FOR SALE barn stored, seasoned firewood, 
delivered locally. £185 a full load, £95 a half load. 
Please contact Jamie on 07747 450776 or 
jamienickerson@live.co.uk. 

NB NORFOLK BUILDS – local experienced 
builder. Call Steve for repairs & small works, home 
improvements, specialist brickwork, extensions 
and roofing. Please contact Steve on 07568 
384934 or at norfolkbuilds@hotmail.com. 

MICHELLE STEPHENS DECORATING - Quality 
efficient interior and exterior decorating 07866 
726178 www.mdec.me. 

PAINTING & DECORATING by Chris Ryan. 
Prompt and professional. Free quotation. 01692 
631194 or 07758 127983. 

OLD MILL GARAGE 01692 536926 

CHIMNEY SWEEP Member of guild of master 
sweeps. Fully insured. Clean and efficient. All work 
certificated. All solid fuel appliances. Call Harry on 
07799 484012 or 01263 833362. 

BARTON REED PANEL FENCING - handmade 
reed panels and screens. All types of fencing work 
undertaken. Please contact Jon on 07881 717692, 
email at jon.moore61@btinternet.com or see 
bartonreedpanelfencing.co.uk. 

LOCAL SEASONED FIREWOOD free delivery 
various load sizes available, starting at £90. Will 
stack on request. To book a delivery or for more 
information, please call Brent 07551 753127. 

PLATTEN PEST CONTROL specialising in the 
management of wasps, rats, mice, moles, and 
rabbits. Free survey. Please contact us on 01692 
631173 or 07711 391839. 

REGENCY GUEST HOUSE, GIFT SHOP & 
PICTURE FRAMING - The Street, Neatishead, 
NR12 8AD. Contact us at 07790 011098, 01692 
630233 or regencyhouse1786@gmail.com. 

EAST ANGLIAN TANKERING SERVICES a local 
cesspool and septic tank disposal service, also 
blocked drains cleared. Smallburgh based. Tel 
07988 020984 / 07988 406305 
www.eatankering.co.uk. 

M STUDIO HAIRDRESSING at Ikens, Smallburgh 
Road, Barton NR12 8AP. Please call Maz 01692 
630744. 

YOGA CLASSES with Clare Badham at New 
Victory Hall, Wednesdays 18.15-19.45, more 
details at www.yogabreeze.co.uk or call/text 07557 
353723.  

ANTHONY HOWARD & SON – wet rooms, 
kitchens and bathrooms. All plumbing, plastering, 
tiling, carpentry etc. Please call 07954 224216. 

PROFESSIONAL PAINTER & DECORATOR Call 
Steven Luxford on 07786 510558 and see also: 
https://www.facebook.com/SLneatpaint/. 

THE MOWER DOCTOR for garden machinery, 
service and repairs. On site repairs and servicing 
meaning reduced machinery downtime. Stalham 
based. Please call Rob 07799 530015 or 01603 
291927. 

 
All contributions welcome to The NIB: please 
note the Team reserves the right to amend or omit 
items. We start the magazine from the first of the 
month, therefore events in the previous month will 
not be advertised. Views expressed are those of 
the named author. No responsibility can be 
accepted for any content or errors. Everybody who 
sends in articles, including advertisers, 
automatically consent to having their details 
published on the Internet, unless specifically 
requested otherwise, in which case we will 
endeavour to omit details before uploading onto the 
churches’ websites. 

 
NEW ADVERTISEMENTS 

• £1.50 a line, maximum five lines. 

• Please contact us at nibadverts@gmail.com or 
phone Sue Clayton on 07850 436211. 

 

 Defibrillator Locations 

Neatishead - 
New Victory Hall, NR12 8AD 
The Granary Business Park, School Rd NR12 8BU 

Cangate - Cangate House, NR12 8YH 
Barton Turf - 
Point Farm (barn wall) NR12 8BB 
Cox’s Boatyard toilet block NR12 8AZ 

Irstead - Staithe Car Park, NR12 8XS 
Pennygate 
Berry Hall Lodge (left of gate) NR12 8BE 
 

 

 

CHIMNEY SWEEP Mike Wicks & Son.. 

I 

 
 
 

Magazine Team for February 2025 – December 2025 
News & dates: Joan Dickie (Editor) - 07796 617704 - nibeditor1@gmail.com 

Dates: Christine Breden (Deputy Editor) - 07510 224490 - nibdeputyeditor1@gmail.com 
Adverts: Sue Clayton (Manager) - 07850 436211 - nibadverts@gmail.com 

NIB Postals: Jane King (Deputy Manager) - 01692 630002 - janeelizabethking@hotmail.com 
NIB Kids: Georgina Grocott - 07900 411103 - nibskids12@gmail.com 

NIB Treasurer: Mandy Parks - 07547 697010 - nibfinancials@gmail.com 
Social Media: Margaret Maxwell - 07460 740700 - margaretemmamaxwell@yahoo.com 

 

DEADLINE FOR THE DECEMBER EDITION – 14th November 2025 

mailto:jamienickerson@live.co.uk
http://www.mdec.me/
mailto:jon.moore61@btinternet.com
http://bartonreedpanelfencing.co.uk/
mailto:regencyhouse1786@gmail.com
http://www.eatankering.co.uk/
http://www.yogabreeze.co.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/SLneatpaint/
mailto:nibadverts@gmail.com
https://d.docs.live.net/AppData/Local/Sophia/Documents/NIB/My%20NIBs/nibeditor1@gmail.com
mailto:nibdeputyeditor1
mailto:nibadverts@gmail.com
mailto:janeelizabethking@hotmail.com
mailto:nibskids12@gmail.com
mailto:nibfinancials@gmail.com
file:///C:/Users/limet/Downloads/margaretemmamaxwell@yahoo.com
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Diary dates for November 2025 
Sun 2nd 9.30am Sunday Club at St Peter’s Church Neatishead 

Sun 2nd  3pm All Souls Day Special service at St Benedict’s Church Horning. See article 

Mon 3rd 7-7.30 Village Screen: Black Bag Cert 15, 93 mins NVH 

Wed 5th 10.10am 
11.15am 

Mobile Library: Pitt Corner, Neatishead, NR12 8BT 
Mobile Library: Council Houses, Ashmanhaugh, NR12 8YL 

Sat 8th 9am-Noon Community Market and Café: NVH 

Mon 10th 2pm Horning Flower Club: Angelikka Hill demonstrates A Wild Kitchen. 
Competition An Arrangement in a Kitchen item: Horning Village Hall 

Wed 12th 10.15am 
10.35am 
10.55am 

Mobile Library: Pennygate, Barton Turf NR12 8BE 
Mobile Library: Ex-Post Office, Barton Turf NR12 8BB 
Mobile Library: Staithe Road, Barton Turf NR12 8AZ 

Wed 12th 2pm CPR and Defibrillator Awareness Course: NVH 

Wed 12th 7pm Knit and Stitch: Dolly Newcombe Community Room: NVH 

Wed 12th  White Horse Inn Quiz night: proceeds to Neatishead Primary School 

Thurs 13th 10am-noon Friends & Neighbours: AGM, tea/coffee, quiz and raffle at one of our 
longest running clubs in the 3 villages 

Fri 14th NOTE Deadline for the December NIB Edition: Friday 14th November 

Sat 15th 10am-noon Coffee Morning at St Michael and All Angels’ Barton Turf 

Sun 16th 11am Sunday Club take over Neatishead Church 

Sun 16th 
 

2-5pm Another opportunity to see our VE & VJ Days 80th exhibitions that we put 
together for earlier this year 

Mon 17th 7.30pm Garden Club: Simon White Talking about Beautiful Bulbs: NVH 

Wed 19th 2pm WI: NVH 

Mon 24th 7.30pm NIBCHG: Presentation with Pauline Simpson - Reflections on the VJ 
Day 80th Commemorations in the Far East: NVH 

Wed 26th 7-9pm Knit and Stitch: Dolly Newcombe Community Room: NVH 

Thurs 27th 
 

10am-noon Friends and Neighbours: Getting ready for Christmas, secret Santa, 
Christmas Bingo: NVH 

Sat 29th 10-11.30am Hope Café: Neatishead Baptist Church Chapel Rd NR12 8YF 

Sun 30th 3pm Lantern Parade & Village Lights Switch on with Santa and his Elves: NVH 

 

Future Dates and Events 
 
Monday 1st December: Village screen: The Salt Path 2024 (12A) 115 mins NVH 
Saturday 6th December: Christmas Fair 9.30 noon. NVH 
Sunday 7th December: Sunday Club at St Peter’s Neatishead 
Friday/Saturday 12th/13th December: NABS Christmas Show 
Wednesday 24th December 4pm: Christmas Crib Service St Michael’s Irstead 
 
Local Services and Contact Details 

• New Victory Hall: Street Hill, Neatishead, Norfolk, NR12 8A. For enquiries/hall bookings 
www.victoryhall.info or email bookings@victoryhall.info tel: 07551 008065. Online ticket sales 
for events and cinema, order these via the red box office link 

• White House Stores Community Shop: Irstead Road, Neatishead NR12 8BJ, 01692 631549.  
To join the Community Shop Membership: info@whitehousestores.co.uk  

• White Horse Inn: The Street, Neatishead, NR12 8AD, 01692 630828: thewhitehorseinnneatishead.com 

• Wroxham Library: 01603 782560; https://www.facebook.com/WroxhamLibraryNorfolk/. Weekdays 
10am-7.pm, Saturday 10-4pm. Many exciting, interesting and interactive things to do. Groups for all 
ages- not just reading!  See their Facebook pages for full details: many interesting things to do and 
join. 

 
Parish Council Clerks:  

• Barton & Irstead: Nicola Ledain, bartonturfirsteadpc@yahoo.com  

• Neatishead: Laura Bateman, clerk@neatisheadpc.norfolkparishes.gov.uk. Meets at NVH every 
month on 3rd Thursday 7.30pm.

 

http://www.victoryhall.info/
mailto:bookings@victoryhall.info
tel:07551
mailto:info@whitehousestores.co.uk
https://www.facebook.com/WroxhamLibraryNorfolk/
mailto:bartonturfirsteadpc@yahoo.com
mailto:clerk@neatisheadpc.norfolkparishes.gov.uk


 

 
Benefice of St Benedict - Church Services – November 2025 

          
       Sunday 2nd November All Soul’s Day 

9.30am Benefice and Holy Communion with Sunday Club St Peters Church Neatishead 
3pm St Benedict’s Church Horning Special Service for All Soul’s Day 
 

Sunday 9th November Remembrance Sunday                                       
9.30am Holy Communion St Michael’s Irstead 
10.45am Holy Communion St Swithin’s Ashmanhaugh  
10.45am Holy Communion St Benedict’s Horning 
 

Tuesday 11th November at 10.45am  
Annual Lychgate service St Michael and All Angels’ Barton Turf 
 

Saturday 15th November from 10am until noon 
Coffee Morning St Michael and All Angels’ Barton Turf 
 

Sunday 16th November 2nd Sunday before Advent   
11am      Holy Communion St Benedict’s Horning 
11am      Sunday Club St Peter’s Church Neatishead 

       4pm        Evening Prayer  St Michael and All Angels’ 
        
         Sunday 23rd November Christ the King 

9.30am Morning Prayer St Benedict’s Horning                                  
9.30 am Holy Communion St Michael’s Irstead  
11am Holy Communion St Michael and All Angels’ Barton Turf  

 

         Sunday 30th November 1st Sunday of Advent 
9.30am Benefice Holy Communion St Benedict’s Horning 

 
Weekday Morning Prayer Services in our Benefice Churches at 
9.15am* Holy Communion 3rd Monday  

 

Monday: Neatishead**   Tuesday: Irstead, Wednesday: Horning     
Thursday: Barton Turf Friday at 9.45am: Ashmanhaugh* Contact 
details: Rev Ben-brother_ben@btinternet.com  or 01692 630216 

        
       Future dates: Wednesday 24th December 4pm Christmas Crib Service St Michael’s Irstead 
 

Parish Church Wardens  

St Peters Neatishead: Pauline Simpson on 01692 630674 
St Swithin’s Ashmanhaugh: Anne Mulhall at anne.mulhall1@btinternet.com 
St Michael and All Angels Barton Turf: Barbara Pilcher on 01692 536132 
St Benedict’s Horning: Christine Hewitt at christine.hewitt@hotmail.co.uk 
 
 

Neatishead Baptist Church Chapel Road NR12 8YF 

Sunday 
2nd Nov 

10.30am Helen Vintner 
Communion 

Sunday 
16th Nov 

10.30am Marc Grimston 

Monday 
3rd Nov 

2pm Fellowship - St Mark 
Study 11 

Sunday 
23rd Nov 

10.30am Iain Johnson 

Sunday 
9th Nov 

10.50am Remembrance - Joint 
Churches Service The 
Rev’d Neville Khambatta 

Monday 
24th Nov 

2pm Fellowship-St Mark 
Study 11 

Friday 
14th Nov  

10.am Prayers Sunday 
30th Nov 

10.30am Harry Hicks 

 
Hope Café Saturday 29th November 10am to 11.30am 

Hope Café meets for fellowship, coffee.10 to 11.30am on the last Saturday of the month. Everyone is 
welcome for games, fun and fellowship. Contact for more details: Sue Gibbons Secretary 

secretary@neatisheadbaptistchurch.org.uk 

mailto:Ben-brother_ben@btinternet.com
mailto:christine.hewitt@hotmail.co.uk
mailto:secretary@neatisheadbaptistchurch.org.uk

