The Benefice of Chew Valley East

Morning Prayer for Sunday 7 September 2025,
The Twelfth Sunday After Trinity

If you wish to join in the service, then the words in bold are to be said together.
Please join in with the Psalms and Canticles by reciting each one in its entirety.

Preparation
O Lord, open our lips
and our mouth shall proclaim your praise.

Blessed are you, creator of all,

to you be praise and glory for ever.

As your dawn renews the face of the earth
bringing light and life to all creation,

may we rejoice in this day you have made;

as we wake refreshed from the depths of sleep,
open our eyes to behold your presence

and strengthen our hands to do your will,

that the world may rejoice and give you praise.
Blessed be God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit.
Blessed be God for ever.

The night has passed, and the day lies open before us;
let us pray with one heart and mind.

Silence is kept.

As we rejoice in the gift of this new day,

so may the light of your presence, O God,

set our hearts on fire with love for you;

now and for ever. Amen.

The Word of God

Psalm |

Blessed are they who have not walked
in the counsel of the wicked, ¢

nor lingered in the way of sinners,

nor sat in the assembly of the scornful.

*Their delight is in the law of the Lord ¢
and they meditate on his law day and night.



3Like a tree planted by streams of water
bearing fruit in due season, with leaves that do not wither, ¢
whatever they do, it shall prosper.

*As for the wicked, it is not so with them; ¢
they are like chaff which the wind blows away.

STherefore the wicked shall not be able to stand in the judgement, ¢
nor the sinner in the congregation of the righteous.

SFor the Lord knows the way of the righteous, ¢
but the way of the wicked shall perish.

Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning is now and shall be for ever. Amen.

First Reading: Deuteronomy 30:15-20

13See, I have set before you today life and prosperity, death and adversity. '°If
you obey the commandments of the LORD your God that [ am commanding
you today, by loving the LORD your God, walking in his ways, and observing
his commandments, decrees, and ordinances, then you shall live and become
numerous, and the LORD your God will bless you in the land that you are
entering to possess. '"But if your heart turns away and you do not hear, but are
led astray to bow down to other gods and serve them, '*I declare to you today
that you shall perish; you shall not live long in the land that you are crossing the
Jordan to enter and possess. °I call heaven and earth to witness against you
today that I have set before you life and death, blessings and curses. Choose life
so that you and your descendants may live, *’loving the LORD your God,
obeying him, and holding fast to him; for that means life to you and length of
days, so that you may live in the land that the LORD swore to give to your
ancestors, to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob.

Canticle

Splendour and majesty are yours, O God;
you are exalted as head over all.

Blessed are you, God of Israel, for ever and ever, ¢
for yours is the greatness, the power,
the glory, the splendour and the majesty.

’Everything in heaven and on earth is yours; ¢
yours is the kingdom, O Lord,
and you are exalted as head over all.

SRiches and honour come from you ¢
and you rule over all.



*In your hand are power and might; ¢
yours it 1s to give power and strength to all.

>And now we give you thanks, our God, 4
and praise your glorious name.

SFor all things come from you, ¢
and of your own have we given you. | Chronicles 29.10b-13, 14b

Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning is now and shall be for ever. Amen.

Splendour and majesty are yours, O God;
you are exalted as head over all.

Second Reading: Luke 14:25-33

2Large crowds were travelling with Jesus; and he turned and said to them,
26“Whoever comes to me and does not hate father and mother, wife and
children, brothers and sisters, yes, and even life itself, cannot be my disciple.
*"Whoever does not carry the cross and follow me cannot be my disciple. **For
which of you, intending to build a tower, does not first sit down and estimate
the cost, to see whether he has enough to complete it? 2?Otherwise, when he has
laid a foundation and is not able to finish, all who see it will begin to ridicule
him, *%saying, “This fellow began to build and was not able to finish.” *!Or what
king, going out to wage war against another king, will not sit down first and
consider whether he is able with ten thousand to oppose the one who comes
against him with twenty thousand? *’If he cannot, then, while the other is still
far away, he sends a delegation and asks for the terms of peace. **So therefore,
none of you can become my disciple if you do not give up all your possessions.’

Responsory

Awake, O sleeper, and arise from the dead

And Christ shall give you light.

You have died and your life is hid with Christ in God.

Awake, O sleeper, and arise from the dead.

Set your minds on things that are above,

not on things that are on the earth.

And Christ shall give you light.

When Christ our life appears you will appear with him in glory.
Awake, O sleeper, and arise from the dead,

and Christ shall give you light. from Colossians 3



Gospel Canticle: Benedictus
You have raised up for us a mighty Saviour,
born of the house of your servant David.

Blessed be the Lord the God of Israel, ¢
who has come to his people and set them free.

He has raised up for us a mighty Saviour, ¢
born of the house of his servant David.

3Through his holy prophets God promised of old ¢
to save us from our enemies, from the hands of all that hate us,

*To show mercy to our ancestors, ¢
and to remember his holy covenant.

>This was the oath God swore to our father Abraham: ¢
to set us free from the hands of our enemies,

SFree to worship him without fear, ¢
holy and righteous in his sight all the days of our life.

’And you, child, shall be called the prophet of the Most High, ¢
for you will go before the Lord to prepare his way,

8To give his people knowledge of salvation ¢
by the forgiveness of all their sins.

’In the tender compassion of our God ¢
the dawn from on high shall break upon us,

19T o shine on those who dwell in darkness and the shadow of death, ¢
and to guide our feet into the way of peace. Luke 1.68-79

Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning is now and shall be for ever. Amen.

You have raised up for us a mighty Saviour,
born of the house of your servant David.



Intercessions

God of wisdom and generosity,

open our eyes to see the cost

of the things we pray for;

and open our hearts to make us willing
to pay that cost.

We pray for the homeless and hungry, for. . .
Loving God, inspire us to sacrificial giving,

that they may be sheltered and fed.

We pray for the destitute and exploited, for . . .
Loving God, inspire us to seek and support fair trade,
that they may be given just reward for their work.

We pray for those who are ill, anxious or sorrowful, for . . .
Loving God, help us to be prepared to share their pain,

that through us they may know your loving, healing presence.
We pray for the lonely, unloved or despairing, for . . .

Loving God, help us to be prepared to befriend them,

that through us they might experience your arms around them.

Fill us with your Holy Spirit, so that:
when we pray for forgiveness

we may be ready to forgive;

when we pray to know your saving love
we may be ready to take up our cross;
when we pray for eternal life

we may be ready to give our lives to you.

God of wisdom and generosity,

open our eyes to see the cost

of the things we pray for;

and open our hearts to make us willing
to pay that cost.

In the name of your Son, Jesus Christ,
who laid down his life for his friends. Amen.



Collect

God of constant mercy,

who sent your Son to save us:

remind us of your goodness,

increase your grace within us,

that our thankfulness may grow,
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Lord’s Prayer

Rejoicing in God’s new creation, as our Saviour taught us, so we pray
Our Father in heaven,

hallowed be your name,

your kingdom come,

your will be done,

on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins

as we forgive those who sin against us.
Lead us not into temptation

but deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power,

and the glory are yours

now and for ever. Amen.

Conclusion
The Lord bless us, and preserve us from all evil,
and keep us in eternal life. Amen.

Let us bless the Lord. Thanks be to God.
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