ISHED FOR THE COMMUNITY
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Services in the Benefice i

Ightham

Sun 5 Oct 9am  Breakfast@Church
6pm  Evensong

Sun 12 Oct  10am Holy Communion

Harvest Festival

Sun 19 Oct  10am Service of the Word
6pm  Evensong

Sun 26 Oct  |0am Holy Communion

WEDNESDAY MORNINGS AT IGHTHAM

Ist October I0am  Holy Communion
8th October I0am  Morning Prayer
I5th October  10am  Holy Communion
22nd October  10am  Morning Prayer
29th October  10am  Holy Communion

n October 2025
Wrotham

10:30am Holy Communion with
Healing Prayers
Harvest Festival

9am Breakfast@Church
10:30am Service of the Word

10.30am Holy Communion

/]

="

9am Breakfast @ Church
10:30am Sung Matins

ST PETER’S NEWS
Improvements to the Churchyard

We have a number of trees that are
becoming increasingly unsafe or are
causing problems within the churchyard.
Having received the relevant permissions
from TMBC and the Diocese, we have
been waiting for the end of the bird
nesting season to undertake the planned
tree works and these will now take place
in October. We have plans to plant
native trees and hedgerow to replace
them - not necessarily in the same place
to avoid repeating these problems!

If you have any questions about this
work, please speak to Naomi, the
churchwarden and if anyone would like
to help with planting the replacements do
get in touch with a member of the Green
Team.

-2

SAVE THE DATES!

Benefice Harvest Supper will be held

at 7pm on Saturday | Ith October at

St George’s Wrotham. If you'd like to
join us, please add your details to the
booking link here: https://forms.gle/
LTzxc9wLCz5sPRnié. A collection will
be taken in aid of the Poverty and Hope
appeal.

Harvest Holy Communion will take
place at 10am on Sunday |2th October
at St Peter’s Church and it will be led

by Archdeacon Nick Cornell. All are
welcome to attend and any donations of
store cupboard foods will be donated to
Borough Green Food Bank.

In Loving Memory - an opportunity to
reflect and remember loved ones we
have lost. Taking place at 4pm on Sunday
26th October; during the service there
will be an opportunity to light a candle

in memory of your loved one and the
service will be followed by tea and cake
in the Church Centre.



Penny for your thoughts...

October is a month which is all about colour, texture

wonderfully but above all about feeling. There’s

seasonal month! an intangible air of mystery, whimsical

It always seems sentiment and tenuous sadness as we

to be richly say ‘au revoir’ to previously vibrant

atmosphericin so  months. This is the feeling which

many disparate underpins All Souls, and the reflective

ways. It's a month  service which remembers those we

of whimsy — of have loved and lost. It’s a service both

russet hues, crisp of celebration for lives well lived and
and rustling leaf floors, misty mornings, loved, but also of autumnal sadness
wood smoke scented evenings and often  and loss. October as a month says it
just the right level of chill to remind all — the warmth of colour but with a
us that we’re hovering expectantly seasonal reminder of an impending year
on the cusp of winter. Then there’s end. We hope this month’s magazine is
the associations with pumpkins and exactly that — cheeringly harvest hued,
Halloween; harvest festivals and but with just that hint of past glories and
displays of red-cheeked apples, golden associations. As Ecclesiastes says, ‘To
sweetcorn heads and the return of everything there is a season . . .
comfort food — crumbles, stews and
scrumptious winter vegetables! It's a Penny Cracknell

The Benefice of Ightham and Wrotham

THE PARISH OF ST PETER’S, IGHTHAM
Registered Charity No.1 136162

Rector:  Parish in vacancy

Church Warden:  Naomi Webster T: 07421 832919
E: churchwardens@ighthamchurch.org.uk
Benefice Administrator:  Jane T: 07940 547310

E: admin@ighthamchurch.org.uk

IGHTHAM MAGAZINE

Editorial:  Penny Cracknell T: 07811 066253
E: cracknellpa@gmail.com

Advertising:  E: stpetersadverts@btinternet.com

Subscription:  E: magazine@ighthamchurch.org.uk

CORTACTS

Copy deadline for the Nov edition is 15th Oct
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IGHTHAM TENNIS CLUB

Summer Championship
Tournament 14th September
The flagship event of our year!
Finals Day is the culmination

of matches played by members
throughout the summer. This year
it was almost derailed by incoming
stormy weather but with some last-
minute rescheduling, we managed
to get the last match finished as the
rain started to fall. Our TigerTurf
courts are all-weather but we
wanted to avoid getting wet!

Our finalists entertained spectators
with exciting play and some
spectacular shots. Congratulations
to all!

|

Ladies Singles: Anna
Willans runner up
Maria Dunbar

Men’s Singles: David
Lampitt runner up Jon
Dale

Ladies Doubles: Jody Ledger &
Sam Tronson runners up Julie
Graham & Gillian Quinney

Men’s Doubles: David Lampitt &
Rory Corstorphine runners up Lee
Bakewell & Darren Lock

Mixed Doubles: Jody Ledger & Jon
Dale runners up Sharka Daniells &
David Lampitt

WO

5

<

i

IGHTHAM

TENNIS CLUB

Special congratulations to David
Lampitt for reaching all three finals
— and also for being the Tournament
Organiser.




PLAXTOL LOCAL HISTORY
GROUP

The History of Firefighting in
Kent

Our speaker Clive Bradburn was a
firefighter who joined the service in
1963 age 15, and spent 26 years there,
retiring in 1989. He is now a volunteer
at the fascinating Kent Firefighting
Museum, West Kingsdown. Clive

has a Plaxtol family connection; his
great, great, great grandmother was
Mrs Hayman, the subject of the well-
known, unforgettable photograph of
her sitting in her Dux Lane cottage
kitchen. She had 18 children; sadly 6
died.

During the 1666 Great Fire of
London the fire was controlled by
fire breaks, including the defensive
destruction of threatened houses.
The first fire brigades were set

up in Victorian times by insurance
companies, to reduce their losses.
They owned their own fire engines
and trained their crews. The Museum
has an excellent collection of fire
marks found on houses who had paid
insurance. Gradually towns began to
have their own engines. A historic
red horsedrawn fire engine with brass
fittings called the “Bromley Steamer”
is the crown of the Museum’s
collection. It would take 20 minutes
to get the steam up at the rear of the

engine ready to pump water. We were

shown round glass containers called

fire bombs, kept in the house filled
with water. Other exhibits were hand
pumps, leather buckets, hose carts and
hooks for pulling down houses.

The Fire Brigades Act of 1938
required every Council to provide
adequate fire service. The 1939

start of war marked the birth of the
National Fire Service. Clive was very
excited to be allowed to attend his
first fire, helping to clear up and with
his photograph in the local newspaper.
Most of us will remember the 1968
nine-week fire brigade strike, with
Army-manned “Green Goddess” old
fire engines being called into service.
Historically firefighters could be called
to any emergency (fires, floods and
cats in trees), via a red telephone in
the station.

Clive Bradburn’s talk was illuminated
by personal anecdotes of successes
and tragedies. The Kent Firefighting
Museum is a gem, and fun for children
who can enjoy climbing freely on an
old fire engine.

Next talk: Tuesday |4th October,
8pm in Plaxtol Memorial Hall with
David Carder giving the Founders’
Lecture on Exploring Kentish Castles.

V.Dussek
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SEVENOAKS

P\umbing & Heo’ring

PLUMBING REPAIRS
BATHROOMS MAINTENANCE
CENTRAL HEATING EMERGENCY CALL OUT

07710 606080

WWW.SEVENOAKSPLUMBINGANDHEATING.CO.UK




A reliable

electrical company
ELECTRICAL in your area.

01959 523054

No job too small
All work is guaranteed.
Competitive free estimate

Highly-trained, competent,
and fully-qualified.

| |
" .= E..= 17 Ashen GrOVe Rd, East H|”, Proud members of
APPROVED Otfor.d, Seyenoaks, Kent TNj5 6YE. Chec{(atrade_com
CONTRACTOR Email: Office@EastonElectrical.co.uk Where reputation matters

Tree Care Specialists

Tree Felling * Thinning - Hedge Trimming & Pruning
Dead Wooding ° Reduction « Crown Lifting : Safety Pruning
Tree & Stump Removal - Cable Bracing

0800 145 5262 - office@otskent.co.uk
www.otskent.co.uk




Dear Friends and Parishioners,

October is a month of turning — of
leaves, of seasons, and often of hearts.
As the days grow shorter and the

air turns crisp, we find ourselves
surrounded by signs of abundance:
apples ripening, fields being gathered,
and homes filled with the scent of
autumn cooking. It’s a time when

the Church traditionally celebrates
Harvest Festival — a joyful moment to
give thanks for all that God provides.

Harvest is more than a celebration of
crops. It’s a reminder of the rhythms
of grace. Just as the earth yields its
fruit in the right season, so too does
God’s faithfulness unfold in our lives.
In Philippians 2, we’re reminded of
Christ’s humility — “He emptied
himself... and became obedient to
death — even death on a cross.”

And in John 3:16 — 17, we hear the
heartbeat of the Gospel: “For God so
loved the world that He gave His only
Son... not to condemn the world, but
to save it.” These words remind us
that God’s generosity is not seasonal
— it is constant. Whether we are

in times of plenty or in seasons of
waiting, His love remains.

And speaking of waiting, we

continue to pray and prepare for the
appointment and then arrival of our
new Rector. This time of transition is
not idle — it is active with hope, with
prayer, and with the quiet work of
community. Let us use this season to

strengthen
our bonds
across the
churches
in our
benefice,
deepen
our faith,
and ready
our hearts
for the
new chapter ahead. In this month’s
Magazine, you'll find reflections,
events, and opportunities to gather,
including our joint Harvest Supper. So
whether it is in worship, fellowship,
or service, | encourage you to join

in. Together, we are the Church —
rooted in gratitude, growing in grace.

With every blessing for a fruitful and
peaceful October,

Michelle Lawson

Remember this: Whoever
sows sparingly will also reap
sparingly, and whoever sows
generously will also reap

generously.

2 Corinthians 9:6

-8-



IGHTHAM IGHTHAMS

On Saturday |1* October we will have our monthly \;N,S B‘iﬂ\\q I\S—‘

Men’s Breakfast at the George and Dragon in
Ightham, at 8.30 am. This continues our monthly - |

visits which have taken place for over |5 years. We i
enjoy an excellent full English breakfast on the =

second Saturday of the month. SATU'“DA‘\:‘&% ENGUS,H .
We will be very pleased if any newcomers would like —f’

to join us for some good conversation over a
leisurely breakfast in lovely surroundings. If you
would like to join us and / or would like to have a
regular reminder; please can you let me, John
Webster, know via email:
jnhjk.webster@btinternet.com;

or phone: 01732 884819.




MORE IGHTHAM IGHTHAMS

Interregnum Help

Any questions or offers of help
during the vacancy, please contact

Jane admin@ighthamchurch.org.

uk or Naomi churchwardens@ Ightham Magazine
ighthamchurch.org.uk For further
information, please see the Benefice Subscribe to the Ightham Magazine and
News elsewhere in the Magazine. keep up to date with local news and
Welcome to Ightham Booklet events; read the latest Parish Council
deliberations; and find contacts for
New to the village? Please contact the  |ocal trades. The annual subscription
Parish Administrator for the latest is £10, for 10 issues delivered free
edition of this useful booklet. E: to your door. Payment can be
admin@ighthamchurch.org.uk made by standing order, cheque or

cash. To subscribe, please contact

E: magazine@ighthamchurch.org.uk

St Peter’s Church

Parent, Baby & Toddler Group

New to Ightham? New mum at home? New child carer?

From napping newborns to toddlers
on trikes, this friendly and
welcoming group would love
to see you! Come along to
meet local Mums and carers
over coffee/tea, and yummy
home-baked cake.
Need to know more?
The Group’s leader, Kirsty
Mitchem, will be delighted to hear
from you. T: 01732 885072.

Thursday
10-11.30 am
(term time only)

in St Peter’s

_10_



ARBORICULTURAL & LANDSCAPE CONTRACTORS
All aspects of domestic & commercial tree surgery
Woodland management & site clearance

Firewood sales & woodchip production for biomass
Fencing supplied and erected

Hard landscaping and groundworks

!& RWE T: 01732 746 281

www.rwers.co.uk RURAL SERVICES E: office@rwers.co.uk

HALF YEAR TENNIS
CLUB MEMBERSHIP

NOW AVAILABLE
=6

£55 adult: Sept-March
- other membership‘s)also available I G H T H A M

EST 1982

2 Courts « All-weather Tiger Turf TENNIS CLUB

Surface * Floodlights
Ball Machine ¢ Club Coach
Club Sessions ¢ Club Teams

Tournaments ¢ Cardio Tennis FRIENDLY CLUB FOR
ADULTS, FAMILIES
& JUNIORS

Visit our website for more
information

-11 -



BOROUGH GREEN MEDICAL
PRACTICE
Routine Testing Programmes

Bowel Cancer Screening
Men and women aged 60 to 69 every
2 years. People over 70 can request a
screening kit by calling the Freephone
helpline 0800 707 6060.

Breast cancer screening

All women aged between 48 - 73 will

be invited every 3 years. This is a rolling
programme which means it invites women
from GP Practices in turn; not every
woman received an invite as soon as she is
48 but she will be invited before her 53rd

birthday.

Cervical Screening

All women between the age of 25 - 64 are
eligible for a free cervical screening test
every 3 to 5 years.

Age group (years):

Frequency of screening:

25 First invitation

25-49 3 yearly

50-64 5 yearly

65+ Only screen those who have not

been screened since age 50 or have had
recent abnormal tests.

Abdominal Aortic Aneurysm
Screening

Men over 65 are more likely to have an
abdominal aortic aneurysm (AAA).

The NHS AAA Screening Programme
invites men for screening during the year
(Ist April - 31st March) that they turn 65.
Men over 65 who have not previously
been screened or diagnosed with an
aneurysm can request a scan by contacting
the Kent & Medway AAA Screening

Programme on 01227 868775 or by
emailing kent.aaascreening@nhs.net

Influenza Vaccination
Annual ‘Flu’ jab for at risk groups and over
65s.

Shingles Vaccination

Healthy individuals aged 70 - 79 are
eligible, and those aged 60-70 will become
eligible in stages over the next 5 years,
becoming fully eligible at 70. Additionally,
anyone aged 50 or over with a severely
weakened immune system is eligible.

Respiratory Syncytial Virus
(RSV)

RSV vaccination is offered to protect
against RSV, a common virus that can
cause serious illness in babies and older
adults. The vaccine is recommended
for pregnant women (at least 28 weeks
pregnant) and for adults aged 75 - 79.

Prostate Screening

The NHS doesn’t offer routine screening
for prostate cancer, but men aged 50 and
over can discuss PSA testing with their
GP. If a man has symptoms that suggest
prostate cancer, a GP will likely perform
a PSA test and potentially a digital rectal
examination (DRE).

NHS HEALTH CHECKS

The NHS Health Check programme aims
to help prevent heart disease, stroke,
kidney disease and certain types of
dementia. Everyone between the ages

of 40 - 74, who has not already been
diagnosed with one of these conditions
or have certain risk factors, will be invited
(once every five years) to have a check to
assess their risk of heart disease, stroke

-12 -



and kidney disease and will be given
support and advice to help them reduce
or manage that risk.

If you'’re in the 40-74 age group without
a pre-existing condition, you can expect

to receive a letter from your GP or
local authority inviting you for a free
NHS Health Check. Don’t worry if you
haven’t got your invitation yet, as you
will be invited for one over the next few
years.

Borough Green Medical Practice

Seasonal Flu Immunisations

Flu Clinics for all patients of Borough Green Medical Practice who are

“eligible to receive the influenza vaccination, will be run on Saturday
4t October and Saturday 11t October 2025. Clinics are available

to book now on 01732 883161.

"Eligible patients are:

e aged 65 or over on 31/3/2025;

e Patients aged 18-64 patients who suffer with:
= Asthma (and are on current repeat medications) or COPD,

= Diabetes,

= Kidney disease,
= Liver disease,

= Heart Disease,

. a BMI of 40 or more;

. on certain medications.

= Neurological/Stroke patients;

° a compromised immune system; or

The children's annual flu nasal spray vaccine is offered as a free yearly
nasal spray to all children all children aged 2 or 3 on 31 August
2025 registered at Borough Green Medical Practice, to protect them
against flu. The nasal spray flu vaccine has very few side effects — the
main one is getting a runny nose after vaccination for a few days.

_13_



EKW LEGACY PLANNING e,

W

Local Will Writing Service 3 g:
IS YOUR WILL UP TO DATE? oy
IS IT AFFECTED BY THE NEW IHT RULES?

A NEW WILL CAN SAVE INHERITANCE TAX AND PROTECT YOUR PROPERTY
AND SAVINGS IF YOU GO INTO LONG TERM CARE

For a free Will review and help with all types of Wills, Transfers to Tenants in Common,
Children’s Trusts, Lasting Powers of Attorney etc

Call our local specialist Tony Nunn on 01732 369294 for a FREE consultation
or Freephone 0800 1698038
www.ekwlegacyplanning.co.uk  email: willplanning@gmail.com

PEEK LANDSCAPING

Driveways, Paths, Patios, Walling, Drainage, Fencing/gates, Turfing, Planting
Garden Clearance. All work carried out to the highest standard, customer
references available on request. Fully Insured.

For free advice and quotations, contact Brooke Peek on: M 07494 538522
E: brooke_peek@hotmail.co.uk

GURKHA CLEANING & LAUNDRY SERVICE

Domestic & Commercial Cleaning
Door to Door Laundry & Dry Cleaning Service
Carpet Cleaning

9 Orchard Place Business Centre, TN15 8XQ
T: 01732 885511
E: info@gcals.co.uk

The Birkbeck Chiropody & Podiatry Practice

Health Professions Council (HPC) Registered Podiatrists

Open Monday to Saturday Day and Evening Appointments
Treatments by appointment only Easy Car Parking

To Book an Appointment Please Call

01732 883271

Woodlands, 172 Maidstone Road, Borough Green, Sevenoaks TN|5 8/D
T 01732 883271 W | birkbeckpodiatry.com




All book worms should head to Borough Green and Sevenoaks Libraries
where they’ll find a cornucopia of literary delights, including
children’s activities! Check the Kent Library service website

M https://www.kent.gov.uk/leisure-and-community/libraries

or call T: 03000 41 31 31 for opening hours and up to date

information.

Ramblers - October 2025

Stroll or stride . . .

with our friendly group of Kent Ramblers,
part of the national Ramblers walking
organisation.

You don’t have to be a Ramblers’ member
to sample a few walks to help you decide if
you’d like to join. If you're new, we suggest
contacting the walk leader beforehand to
check their walk’s suitability.

October’s walks cover ‘O(\b"“'&’"a/,,q

heritage, history and ﬁ

horticulture — not to mention SRR
Ramblers

glorious Autumnal hues. Full
details can be found on Upcoming Walks

link or Facebook page

or E: info@tonbridgeandmallingramblers.
org.uk

We look forward to welcoming you!

-15-




! WROTHAM COMPUTER
- CARE LIMITED

Friendly, local IT support for Home & Business users of
PC's & Apple Mac's

Software & Hardware repairs or installation
Install Broadband, Wired or Wireless Networks

Virus & Spyware removal

pendent family owned company

——— =

—_—

Funeral Directors & Monumental Masons

Borough Green, Ightham, Wrotham & West Malling

01732 780600

43 Western Road, Borough Green, TN15 8AL
email: boroughgreen@welhamjones.co.uk

www.welhamjones.co.uk

24 hour Pre - paid funeral
service plans available

-16 -



IGHTHAM WI

After the warmest summer on
record, we came down with a bump
to welcome rain, desperately needed
for our gardens, reservoirs and
rivers.

This change was echoed with our
newly appointed President, Helen
Johnson, hosting her first meeting.
As usual, a full friendly crowd filled
the Village Hall, which included
members on Zoom (one from
France) plus two visitors. The
President firstly thanked all members
for their hard work in catering

for Ightham Mote’s 40th birthday
celebratory tea which resulted in a
healthy bank balance. Various other
reports were made.

Our speaker, Elizabeth Knight, came
aptly dressed in period costume to
talk about the life of Jane Austen.
Elizabeth has been a volunteer at
Jane Austen’s Chawton home (now
a museum) for over ten years. This
year is the 250th anniversary of

October meeting:

Tim Hall presenting Emergency
First Aid.

Jane’s birth
in December
[775. Jane
was the
youngest in

== oW

INSPIRING WOMEN
six brothers

and one sister. Her father George
served as a Rector and also ran a
boys’ boarding school, so Jane had
access to a well-stocked library from
an early age.

Jane Austen is recognised across

the globe, falling just behind
Shakespeare in the popularity stakes.
Jane’s life was short, dying at just
age 4| in Winchester in July 1817.
Nonetheless she wrote six novels:
Sense and Sensibility, Pride and
Prejudice, Mansfield Park, Emma,
Northanger Abbey and Persuasion.
Austen’s novels have never been out
of print, probably due to the fact
that her work is timeless, and the
characters still relevant and relatable
today.

New members and visitors are
always welcome. Any enquiries,
please contact Helen Johnson,
President, Ightham WI. E:

ha owers@live.co.uk
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\i L) Travel

Dreom Explore - Dlscover

Then look no fu

We offer professional, friendly advice
with the assurance that your holiday and
money will be financially protected.
3 Ty
iCruises "
=- :
Luxu =" OPENING HOURS

amily Fu - . MONDAY - FRIDAY 9AM - 5PM
= Tl = SATURDAY 9AM - 1PM |

§ABTA Tel: 01732 886968 email: info@ljtravel.co.uk
www.ljtravel.co.uk

Sunshine Landscape
and
Gardening Services

Full Garden Services from Design
and Construction to Lawn
maintenance and cutting, beds
planted and weeded. Trees and

Tuesdays 9am & 10am

shrubs trimmed, hedge cutting Ightham Village Hall
and planting. Paths, Patios and
Fencing Find out more by emailing:

bodywellnesspilatesstudio@gmail.com
Free quotes with no obligation.
Group Reformer and
For all your garden requirements Private Sessions
call Alan on 07711 079014 at other times - Studio in
Hildenborough
Locally based and Hadlow qualified.

www.bodywellnesspilates.org
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FROM YOUR MEMBER OF PARLIAMENT

| have a strong desire for more buses
serving our community. One of the ways
you can ensure our bus services are

as good as they can be is by letting me
know any issues or concerns you may
have. | am always interested to hear the
experiences of anyone who uses our
local bus routes, including our children.

That’s why | run a School Bus Survey
each year. With the new academic year
having now started | have opened my
2025 survey to find out which services
are working well, and which need
improvement over the first few weeks
of term. If you, or someone you know,
has children of secondary school age,
please ask them to complete my annual
survey so they can have their say. |
would also like to hear from anyone
who has children of secondary school
age who could get the bus to school, but
chooses not to. Why is that, and what
would make you consider getting a bus
to school instead of another transport
means!?

Autumn is always a tricky time for any
parent, with our children going into a
new school year and sometimes a new
school entirely. This brings a change
to the routine and our travel plans
too. With this being the case it’s more
important than ever to let me know
your thoughts so that | can raise these
with the relevant operators and Kent
County Council. | meet regularly with
our local bus companies and | am able to
raise these issues with them directly.

The 2025 School Bus Survey is available
on my website or directly using this
link — www.surveymonkey.com/

r/2025SchoolBusSurvey.

Please do share this with any friends and
neighbours who have children who get
the bus to school, or who might wish

to use one of our local bus services but
hasn’t yet. If you can’t access the survey
but would like to share your thoughts
with me, please use the contact details
below:

Contact details:

E: tom.tugendhat.m arliament.uk

T: 01732 441563
Post: 130 Vale Road, Tonbridge, Kent
TN9 ISP

Web: www.tomtugendhat.org
Social Media - @TomTugendhat

Best wishes
Tom

Tom Tugendhat MBE MP - Member of
Parliament for Tonbridge and Malling
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AdamsiGardens ‘HT
Letlyour/gardenibemine}too, -
@gjﬁ]@ﬂ BEST BEHAVIOQUR

SCHOOL FOR DOGE

Can we help to exercise|
your dog?

We collect your dog to run and play with
others in a secure field. We return them
home happy and tired!

Dogs are collected from Sevenoaks
and surrounding villages

Call far mere infarmation
Tel: 07967 075917

Ring/for é m
0795546
01 732{'&6796

adamurgardener@aol.com

A ‘ - . Your local reliable
i A Cntyg' plumbing & heating
engineers,

IGHTHAM -
PLUMBING&HEATING LTp PUSPathroom designs &
installation
01732 905959 with over 25 years of

services@ighthamplumbingandheating eXperience
Itd.co.uk

@ FULLY GAS SAFE & OFTEC (OIL) QUALIFIED - INC
LANDLORD CERTS & SERVICING

G3 UNVENTED GAS CYLINDERS @ LPG

ACCREDITED WITH SAMSUNG & VAILLANT AIR
SOURCE HEAT PUMPS

A/C F1 GAS REFRIGERANT ( CSCS SITE TRAINED
24/7 EMERGENGENCY CALLOUT

00 00
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FOURWAYS

ENGINEERING
g T =
EsT. 1973
Specialists in all Classic and Sports Car
Restoration and General
Servicing and Repairs

Unit 12 Platt Industrial Estate, Maidstone Road,
St Marys Platt, Sevenoaks, Kent, TN15 8JL

Telephone: 01732 884 288
Email: info@fourwaysgroup.co.uk

REPORTING COMMUNITY ISSUES

TMBC Refuse Collections: Click on the link below for all
refuse questions: https://www.tmbc.gov.uk/bins-waste/check-waste-

collection-updates

Highway problems including potholes, drainage and overgrown
roadside foliage: https://www.kent.gov.uk/roads-and-travel/report-a-

problem

Community Police Contact:

Our local contacts are: Inspector Terry Newman;
Sgt Nick Atkinson; PC Dylan McElligott and Irina
Mgebrisvili, Community Liaison Officer - PSE.

Call 101 if you need to contact the police for a non-emergency; 999
for an emergency or report issues with a simple online form.
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Stephen D. Gay

Funeral Service and
Memorial Masons

serving the community
Since 1982

Funerals tailored to suit individual requirements

Memorials made using the very best materials available

Funeral Homes
www.stephenpgayfunerals.co.uk

9 Western Road, Borough 39 & 41 High Street, West

Green, Kent, TN15 8AL Malling, Kent, ME19 6QH
Tel: 01732 780222 (24hrs) Tel: 01732 780333 (24hrs)
b.green@stephenpgay.co.uk w.malling@stephenpgay.co.uk

Memorial Showroom

120 Old Road West, Gravesend, Kent, DA11 OLR
Tel: 01474 321 003
www.stephenpgaymemorialskent.co.uk

“Remembering you on this day,
Comforted by so many memories”

2 T10x
22 v
SAIFuM

INDEPENDENT

FUNERAL
DIRECTORS
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httpsi/iwww.freepik.comivectors/zold

Brush Sthobes

DECORATING SPECIALIST

Ightham-based decorator

With 18 years experien:e;eliA all aspects
of Interior and Exterior work.

Carpentry work also

dertaken.

Contact: Mark Bradley

07940 564 7179

G

brushstrokes7oaks@gmail.com

A Har

Church of the Good Shepherd
and Borough Green &
Wrotham U3a invite you to

ndmade Market

Saturday 18" October
11.00am - 2.00pm
Church of the Good
Shepherd

5 Quarry Hill Road,
Borough Green,

TN15 8RF

Handmade crafts and gifts
Light refreshments

Free admission

Come and support your
local church and U3a

BRS LANDSCAPES.COM

Specialists in hard landscaping,
with an artistic eye and an
understanding of plants

Block Paving Driveways « Patio’s
and Paths « Brickwork, Rockery
Construction * Fencing and Trellis
Turfing « Planting and Staking

Difficult conditions never a problem

For assistance with both the creative

/ & practical aspects of garden design

Call Bradley on 01732 763289 or
07788 560818 or email contact@
brslandscapes.com

SRR A AR TN AN K WL
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FRIENDS OF IGHTHAM SCHOOL

Making music at Ightham School! This is The Friends (registered charity

just one of the many experiences which No.1192718) play a vital role in the

enrich the lives of our village primary school. They are extremely grateful for

school pupils. We can’t wait to tell you the support received from the community

about the excitements, challenges and and are always keen to hear from

fun times which the young people are potential new ‘Friends’. Please do get

enjoying this academic year. in touch by contacting Mark Keenor on
07770 440343.

FRIENDS OF
IGHTHAM SCHOOL

If you would like to know more
about Friends of Ightham School,
make a donation or see how you

can get involved please do get in
touch by contacting Mark Keenor on

07770 440343

Friends of Ightham School
Registered Charity No.| 192718
Natwest Business Current Account
Acct No. 83188312
Sort Code:51-81-07
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SHIPBOURNE
FARMERS’ MARKET

The summer is well and truly over when
it comes to food, so it’s the month to
rediscover the delights of colder weather
eating with all the wonderful harvest of
ingredients at our disposal. Our fresh fruit
and vegetables are at their best. Onions,
leeks, beetroot, carrots and tomatoes

are all full of flavour at this time of year
whilst the wonderful array of squashes
and pumpkins offer so much more for the
cook than just as lanterns for Halloween.
Root vegetables such as parsnip, swede
and celeriac are all wonderful roasted or
mashed and perfect with new season’s
game. Use them in soups, stews, curries
and pickles for rich seasonal colour and
taste. Kentish cobnuts, walnuts, hazelnuts
and chestnuts have been harvested —

try them now when they are ‘wet’ and
discover a whole new intensity of flavour.
Use in autumn salads or scattered on
meringues and in fruit compotes - delicious.

We have a much larger variety of apples
at the market than at supermarkets so try
different varieties. Bramleys for cooking —
it’s definitely crumble season - and making
into chutneys and jellies to enjoy through
the winter. The later ripening varieties
are good for keeping so you will be able
to enjoy from now until next summer.
Plums will finish soon but autumn fruiting
raspberries are still available.

Much of our seafood is at its best

caught from colder waters so as the sea
temperature drops this month, fish just
gets better and better. Sea bass, haddock
and Dover sole will be fishing well.
Remember the better the quality of the
fish, the simpler it needs to be cooked.

The changing season
heralds a longing

for richer, more
comforting meat dishes
and it’s the start of

the game season with pheasant appearing
once again at the market. Use it as chicken
— cubed breast meat works perfectly in
curries, stir fries or just marinate the whole
breasts and cook on the griddle. Lean and
tender, it suits quick cooking methods such
as frying and grilling. Try with mushrooms,
the perfect partner for seasonal game.

Stall Update: We are delighted to welcome
new stallholder Liz Reid to Shipbourne
Farmers’ Market. Liz is a baker, preserver
and recipe developer and will be offering
a selection of her delicious homemade
savoury and sweet pies. Her first week

at the Market saw her sell-out in the first
hour and her delicious menu included
dauphinoise potato and caramelised
onion pie, honey and mustard sausage
rolls, mixed berry fruit pies and the
“Shipbourne” pasty.

Finally, (and just whispering the “C” word
in October) we are excited to announce
our first Shipbourne Farmers’ Market
Christmas card competition. Open to
children aged || and under, entries can be
posted in the box at the Market until the
final October Market on 30th October-.
The winning entry will be professionally
printed and sold in packs of 5 cards at the
Market, with all profits being split between
St Giles’ Shipbourne and Shipbourne Village
Hall.

To find out more about Shipbourne
Farmers’ Market and to sign up for
the weekly e-Newsletter, visit www.

shipbournefm.co.uk
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r
COOKERY CORNER

SILKY SQUASH RISOTTO
Serves 4 | not too tricky

Ingredients

* | butternut squash (1.2 kg)

* | bunch of fresh marjoram (20g)
* Rapeseed oil

* 1.2 litres vegetable or chicken stock
* | onion

* | stick of celery

* 300g Arborio risotto rice

* 150ml dry white wine

* 2 a lemon

* 50g parmesan cheese

* | knob of unsalted butter

Method
I. Preheat the oven to 180c/350f/

need to peel it), carefully halve it

roasted and sprinkled on top).

2. Place the squash in a roasting
tray, pick and chop most of the

pepper. Roast for | hour or until
soft and caramelised.

3. With 20 minutes to go on the
squash, simmer the stock over a

onion and celery, then place in a
high-sided pan on a medium heat
with Y2 a tablespoon of rapeseed

marjoram leaves, then toss with |
tablespoon of olive oil or rapeseed
oil and a pinch of sea salt and black

low heat. Peel and finely chop the

gas 4. Scrub the squash (there’s no

lengthways and de-seed, then chop
into 2cm chunks (the seeds can be

~

oil. Cook for 10 minutes, or until
softened but not coloured, stirring
regularly, then stir in the rice to
toast for 2 minutes.

Pour in the wine and stir until
absorbed. Add a ladleful of stock
and wait until it’s been fully
absorbed before adding another,
stirring constantly and adding
ladlefuls of stock until the rice is
cooked. It will need |6-18 minutes.

Remove the squash from the oven
and mash up with a fork, leaving
some chunky pieces. Stir through
the risotto about halfway through.

When the risotto is done, add
enough extra stock or boiling kettle
water to make the risotto oozy,
then finely grate in the parmesan
and beat in the butter.

Cover the pan, turn off the heat
and leave to relax for 2 minutes.
Stir, season and plate up sprinkling
the remaining marjoram leaves and
roasted seeds on top. Delicious
topped with tenderstem broccoli or
crispy pancetta.

Stallholder Shopping List:

Veg and herbs — Watts Farms

Rapeseed Oil — The Cooperative
Stall

Taken from www.jamieoliver.com
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BRAIN MATTERS...

Exercise Matters...

With a whirl and a gust
we’re thrust into autumn
and start our journey into
shorter days and cooler
nights. It’s a time to buckle
down and focus on school,
work and life. Attention may
start wavering so how do we
pull ourselves back on task?

Cuteness! We've all seen those cute
animal videos of kittens, puppies and
ducklings and so on pop up, and we
might disregard it as part of the scroll

of doom. However, several studies have
shown that spending some time watching
cuteness helps to boost our focus,
narrow attention and improve task
performance. You may be wondering
how?! Well viewing cute kittens and
puppies lights up the same pathway for
motivation, bonding and emotional focus
by activating our dopamine pathway.
Research showed that those that viewed
cuteness videos briefly before a task
were more accurate and careful in their
work as well as better in fine motor
tasks and visual detail tests. They also

KENT

made fewer mistakes and were
more careful with their hands.

How does the dopamine
pathway do this? Essentially
it helps nudge our focused
engagement. It’s not about
emotion or sentiment; it’s
a measurable short-term
change in the brain. This

focus hones in on our base
instincts of social and survival

impulses. What's fascinating

is that a 30 second scroll can be

more effective than coffee in boosting
our attention when we're tired or feeling
distracted. As the brain recognises
cuteness it subtly increases mental
attention. It helps to not only calm our
systems but also to enable a greater
focus. Furthermore the results were
replicated not just in those who were
animal lovers or parents - it spanned
adults of all ages. This links up with with
fact that it’s a natural tendency we can all
tap into.

So the next time you're feeling a bit
bogged down by work, a task or just life,
take a pause and give yourself a cuteness
break.

Chantal Montebello-Ealey

COUNTRY SERVICES

Mowing Forestry Permaculture

07745 165 620
contact@kentcountryservices.co.uk



Badger Bathrooms

S
A

Local

Independent
Family-run
Bathroom Specialist
Established 42 yrs!

Z, Book an appointment!
@ SHOWROOM: Betsom's Farm, Westerham TN16 2DS
www.badgerbathrooms.com 01732 464450
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IGHTHAM PARISH COUNCIL

Chairman: Cllr Rodney Willingham

Vice Chairman: Clir Michael Holden

Parish Clerk: Mrs Sarah Huseyin

T: 01732 886402
ighthamclerk@gmail.com

Councillors: Clir Steve Burgham

Clir Carol Clark

Clir David Emmett
Clir Stephanie Gunson
Clir David Hall

ClIr Tamsin Hogarth
Clir Kirsty Mitchem

AN EXTRACT OF THE
PARISH COUNCIL MINUTES
Tuesday 21 Aug 2025

(Full Minutes can be found at www.ightham.
org or by emailing the Clerk)

REPORTS FROM COUNTY
COUNCILLOR & BOROUGH
COUNCILLOR:

County ClIr Rayner reported that
on local government reorganisation
(LGR), the current administration
has announced that they would like a
countywide unitary authority, with a
mayoral authority within it, combined
with 3 sub-divisions. They have

not specified what those divisions
would be. However, they are likely
to be similar to previous proposals.
Medway has put forward a 4-unitary
model with some changes; TMBC

a West Kent Unitary comprising
Tonbridge & Malling, Tunbridge
Wells, Sevenoaks and Maidstone.
The proposals will be considered by
the Minister in November and are

currently taking up all
resources at County
Hall. ClIr Rayner
raised concerns that
there has been no consultation with
the public and there seems to be
minimal appetite for public interest.
A decision isn’t due until Spring 2026
which leaves little time for organising
the new arrangements for May 2028
commencement. Cost hasn’t been
mentioned and with KCC already
having £1bn debt, it is a concern.

Cllr Emmett said that he had
contacted KCC regarding Old Lane
and hadn’t had a response so would
be contacting Maidstone Magistrates.
CllIr Rayner said that he would be
happy to be a witness if required.
Clir Betts reported that with LGR,
there was uncertainty in TMBC capital
projects planning. TMBC is looking
at what can be achieved before
reorganisation takes place. Projects
such as the Angel Centre and new
temporary housing at Bluebell Hill are
in jeopardy unless contracts can be
organised quickly.

Clir Betts reported that there is a
second phase of the West Kent Rural
Grants Scheme which offers matched
funding up to a maximum of £20k.
There may be further rounds of
funding until the money runs out.
TMBC offices are being refurbished
at Gibson East, Kings Hill and staff
have been moved into Gibson West.
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PUBLIC OPEN DAYS

Join us at Planet Plants,
your local wholesale

nursery specialising
in ornamental shrubs

and trees, on dedicated
public open days this year. P I_ A N I S

Visit our website and follow us on Facebook and
Instagram to find out about these events which
take place from Spring to Autumn or get in touch
to find out more.

[ planetplants.co.uk

[F] facebook.com/planetplants
instagram.com/planetplants_ightham
Tel 01732 884589 Email info@planetplants.co.uk

PLANET PLANTS, BACK LANE, IVY HATCH, IGHTHAM, SEVENOAKS TN15 9AU
é i CA Auto Services

Sevenoaks Road, Ightham, TN15 9AD

01732 780591  For All Auto Queries 07747535657

All makes and models | MOT:s | Free Courtesy Car
Free local collection and delivery.
Brakes | Servicing | Repairs | Number Plates

All mechanical and diagnostic work carried out by
Qualified automobile engineers
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Once completed, Gibson West will be
sold off; it is a listed building and costs
approx. £1/4 million to run each year.
A recent survey of residents to
determine whether Tonbridge should
have a separate town council showed
72% were in favour, 23% opposed and
5% were unsure. Only 12% residents
voted. TMBC will be meeting next
week to discuss the next steps. Cllr
Rayner reported that the Minister had
just announced that there would be no
new councils until LGR.

Clir Betts announced that a new
Enforcement Officer had started at
TMBC.

Clir Betts reported that he had
information on litter, following a query
raised by Cllr Mitchem: The budget
for 2025/2026 is £1m which covers
street cleaning, litter picking, bin
emptying, highways sweeping and fly-
tipping. Areas are zoned according to
a national code. CllIr Betts was unsure
of frequency. The greatest challenge
for rural areas is safety of litter pickers
where there are no footpaths. Clir
Holden commented that these are the
areas that residents are concerned
about and risk their own safety
cleaning up.

There will be a meeting to discuss

the Local Plan next week; ClIr Betts
estimated that the call for sites (Reg
18B) would happen in October.

CliIr Willingham asked ClIr Rayner
about the sale of KCC offices. ClIr
Rayner said that the refurbishment

of Invicta House has been halted, and
it will be sold off making savings of

£14 million. Sessions
House will be
retained but it costs
£4m a year to run.
Any further spending
in advance of LGR will
only exacerbate KCC’s debt.

MATTERS ARISING

Highways & PROW Matters: HIP
update — The 20mph scheme at
Oldbury is currently with the Head

of Service at Highways awaiting sign
off under delegated authority and we
should hear about the next steps soon.
We had enquired about sites to erect
pedestrian warning signs on A227

but have been informed that there
isn’t enough publicly maintainable
verge to allow additional signs. The
traffic calming scheme on A227 will
therefore include a realigned junction
warning sign near Field House,
vegetation cut back, SLOW markings
on the carriageway and a ‘pedestrian in
road warning’ sign near The Limes.

Old Lane: Highways have informed us
that there is likely to be a prohibition
of motor vehicle restriction along

the full length of Old Lane except for
residents’ access. We have passed

on information about the current

use, and this has been passed to the
maintenance team.

Ightham Common 30mph scheme:
Highways have carried out a review
and have circulated proposals for

a 30mph scheme on various roads

at Ightham Common to include:
Common Road, Copt Hall Road,
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THE WEST R

KENT AUTISM > 3
PARENT ; S
SUPPORT - o
SOCIETY =

For parents and carers of children and
young people with autism, ADHD
or social communication difficulties

With Claudia Goodman

Special Needs Teacher, ex SENCO and parent of son with ASD

* Contact with other parents
Meet on the who understand

first Tuesday * Feel less alone in a
of the month

safe, welcoming and
non-judgemental setting

9.30-11.30am * Share useful strategies

and information re contacts
St Peter's Church and local resources

* Lo d gain k led:

Centre, Ightham, about best strategies and
TN15 93D management
£2 entry includes : 2:.‘:,"’53";;5;’;‘,’;:,’:,"
refreshments * Join us for talks, zooms

and socials b

A friendly welcome to all! Ighthgmseotiuisuk
For further details/to register interest: Lasnl‘jls'I':@'f_'f‘tham“”ts'“g' i
Claudia 07773 599543 > il

Under New Management

SELLING FRESH QUALITY LOCAL PRODUCE
Winterdale Cheese - Organic Eggs from Crouch - Plaxtol Bakery Bread
- Kentish Mayde Pies - Carvery Ham - Korkers Sausages
Local Gins - Chapel Down Wines - Fresh Fruit - General Groceries
DRY CLEANING

Home-made Cakes & Soup - Salads
Fresh Paninis & Sandwiches (wide selection
of fillings) - Jacket Potatoes - Tea & Coffee

Afternoon Teas & Outside Catering
also available

Come and see us... Sevenoaks Road, Ightham, TN 15 9AD
(next to The Village Car Wash on the A25 - ample parking)

Mon-Sat 08.00 - 16.00; Closed Sunday

H The Hutch Deli and Cafe r@thehut’.chdeliandcafe @thehutchdeliandcafe@outlook.com °0|732
781134
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Redwell Lane, Nutfields, Ismays Road,
Sandy Lane. The scheme will not
include Back Lane as it doesn’t fit their
criteria. It was agreed that we would
like to proceed. The Clerk was asked
to respond to Highways to say that we
would like to go ahead with the caveat
that we would not want roundels
painted on the road and that we will
revisit other roads in the village with
national speed limits later. The Clerk
was asked to raise Back Lane again

as this would be the only section of
road in Ightham Common that would
remain with the national speed limit.
ClIr Holden said that he would be

opposed to national
speed limit signage at
Back Lane.

Velocity: update

— Velocity have
asked us to pass

on details of our contact at KCC

so that they can liaise with them

and the DfT to see whether a trial
20mph scheme would be viable at
The Street. The Clerk has written
to our contact to obtain consent
and is awaiting a response. Mirror
on Back Lane junction — The Clerk
has obtained quotes for 2 single
mirrors and a two-way mirror; both

Borough Green and
Wrotham u3a

This is just a reminder that Borough
Green and Wrotham u3a monthly
meetings are held on the second Monday
of each month, 2pm in Borough Green
Village Hall, with tea, coffee and biscuits.
Parking/disabled access available.

On Monday |3th October at 2pm, our
speaker will be Peter Griffiths, who
entertained us earlier in the year with
his talk ‘Sextant to Satnav — 45 years in
aviation (with a fear of heights!)’. His
earlier talk was so popular that we

have invited him back to tell us more
fascinating and amusing stories about his
long career.

We look forward to welcoming existing
and new members, and guests (£5).
Parking is free for Village Hall users, so
please remember to register your car

in the Village Hall
lobby when you
arrive.

An important

date for your

diary - on Saturday
I8th October | lam — 2pm the BG&W
u3a, in conjunction with the Church of
the Good Shepherd (COGS), Borough
Green will be holding a Crafts and Gifts
Fair in the Church. On sale will be
children’s clothes, jewellery, recycled
wooden household items, cards, gifts,
Christmas fairies and so much more.
BG&W u3a will be running a cake stall,
and also serving cakes for refreshments.
We hope you will come and say hello
and support this craft fair. Please bring
your friends, families and neighbours.

uda

learn, laugh, live

For further information, or to join
your local u3a, please contact: info@
bgwu3a.org.uk or visit our website

https://bgw.u3asite.uk
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NPC A\

TREE SURGERY

BASED IN IGHTHAM

Call Nick:
07712 764 882

www.npctreesurgery.co.uk

Safe removal of dead
and dangerous trees

* Felling and shaping
e Stump grinding
e Hedge cutting

* Tree and hedge planting
e Fully qualified and insured

Advanced decay detection Expert installers of
equipment to check internal Jacksons Fencing
integrity of a tree (25 year guarantee)



were reasonably priced. The Clerk
will explore whether it would be
feasible to attach a mirror to the
bus shelter roof or alternatively one
of the shelter’s existing posts. Back
Lane bus stop: update - The Clerk
is meeting a contractor next week
to get a cleaning quote. If it can’t

be cleaned it was suggested that we
try and get some new perspex. The
Clerk said that there was a current
KCC grant available for replacement
or refurbishment of bus stops.

ClIr Mitchem said that she has an
alternative contact who could do

it and has also suggested cleaning
the back of the Village Hall which is
covered in algae.

Allotments: Cllr Emmett reported
that there was a tree down at the
allotment but he would deal with it.

Recreation Ground: Playground
repairs — The Clerk will contact
Wicksteed to carry out equipment
repairs. The Clerk has ordered a new
gate latch and Cllr Emmett offered

to fix it. The Clerk will contact
Tyrrells about the fence repairs and
has spoken to the groundsman about
weeding the wetpour. We need to
soil and reseed the play area and

by the tennis courts; Clir Holden
suggested contacting Planet Plants for
a quote. Surfacing quotes: The Clerk
has received recommendations from
other Clerks and will pursue them.
Clir Hall reported that Shipbourne
School had just had a new surface; the
Clerk will investigate their contractor.

ClIr Willingham reported that the
lights would be fixed in time for
autumn. Ightham Sign: update — The
Clerk reported that a pre-application
had gone to TMBC and we are
awaiting a response.

Village Hall: We have had a quote
to clean the back of the building for
£150; for consideration at the next
committee meeting. Update on the
rebuild: discussed under Part 2. The
Clerk will set up a meeting of the
Village Hall Committee.

Oldbury Annexe: New lease —

The Clerk has emailed the Chair

of Governors as we have heard
nothing further on the lease. The
Clerk was asked to write and say that
the building couldn’t be used until

the lease had been signed and the
insurance is in place.

Archive: Replacement archivist — We
have had one expression of interest.
The Clerk reported that the archive
room and lower hall needed some
refurbishment and will raise this with
the Village Hall Committee.

Nature Reserve on Ismays Road:
Cllr Willingham reported that he
hadn’t had a chance to contact the
new owners. ClIr Hall reported
that he understood that there was
a restrictive covenant to prevent
building on the land.

TMBC ASB Enforcement Team:
The Clerk said that the ASB team
would patrol Oldbury once term
starts to look at parking. Parking at
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at weekends at the Plough was also
raised and it was noted that the
parking spaces at the front of the

pub had been removed. The Clerk
was asked to check whether planning
permission necessitated the provision
of parking spaces.

Churchyard: Update — ClIr Hall said
that he would write to the Warden to
follow up on the schedule of work at
the churchyard for Anthony Edwards
as we haven’t received anything.

POLICY & FINANCE

The Clerk reported that we are
now legally required to have both

a GOV.UK website and email
addresses in time for our next audit.
She has spoken to an organisation
recommended by KALC who can
help and they have provided the
background information and a
quote. The Clerk will circulate this
for discussion at the next meeting.
Review of: Financial Regs/Standing
Orders/ Emergency Report - Clerk
to review and circulate. The Clerk
reported that the fixed rate tariff for
the Pavilion was coming to an end on
9th September and will call EDF to
find out what the best available tariff
is thereafter.

We received 6 PLANNING
APPLICATIONS and objected to |.
TMBC approved 3 applications.

AOB
Cllr Mitchem has reported a car

parked on A227 outside Fir Cottage
for the last month, to TMBC and

police.

Clir Holden asked what was
happening with the Amhurst as he
had seen lights on. No-one had any
information.

ClIr Hogarth reported another leak
on Bates Hill.

Clir Hall reported overgrown hedges
along Ismays Road and the damaged
dog bin and salt bin on Coach Road;
the Clerk has reported this.

ClIr Gunson said that we should
query the response by KCC to our
report that the new bollards on
Common Road are too big. KCC
have said that they are compliant
whereas several councillors have said
that they are dangerous as they block
traffic sight lines.

You are my defender and

protector.

You are my God; in you |

trust.”

Psalm 91:2
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¥ Greenacres

Borough Green Road, Ightham, Kent, TN 15 9JA.
T: 01732 884726

PLANT NOW FOR AUTUMN!

e  Visit us for shrubs, trees,
heathers, seeds and bulbs

*  Compost, pots, logs, lawn
feed and bird feed

*  Gardening tools, planting
accessories, fertilisers and plant feed

: * Plaxtol apples, pears and raspberries
#% ° Local cheeses, cakes and Simply Ice Cream

*  Treat yourself to a coffee available in farm shop

= *  We stock frozen meals and desserts

. Open every day: 9am-5pm
| E: sales@greenacresgardencentre.co.uk




lghtham Primary School

SEPTEMBER 2026 NEW ENTRANTS OPEN DAYS
Wednesday 8th October at 2pm
Tuesday 11th November at 9:30am
Monday 17th November at 2pm
Wednesday 26th November at 2pm
Friday 28th November at 9:30am
Wednesday 7th January at 9:30am

If you would like to book a place, please email admin@ightham.kent.sch.uk
or calluson 01732 882 405

rats... mice... bird control... squirrels... rabbits... wasps... hornets...
flies... moths... cockroaches... bedbugs... fleas... moles... ants

All Pests Covered  Satisfaction Guarantee  DBS Checked
Fully Insured Value for Money BPCA/RSPH Trained
Fully Certified Electronic Fly Unit

DOMESTIC COMMERCIAL PEST PREVENTION CONTRACTS
Ciaran Payne 07368 605762 @PlaxtolPest £

info@plaxtolpest.co.uk www.plaxtolpest. S
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Clock Care Ltd.

THE IGHTHAM CLUB

Sevenoaks Road (next to the Village Hall)

Fully Licensed Bar
with outside patio garden

Pool, Darts, Snooker

Quiz and Music nights. Antique Clock
Plenty of car parking Repairs & Restoration
John Mathieson

New Members/Guests welcome.

. . . Accredited MBHI
Feel free to just pop in for a drink West Dean/BADA Diploma
e e 2] Based in Tonbridge
Open from 7pm (except Mondays and
Saturdays). Available for private hire. Tel: 01732 359006
Contact Mark on 07517 548731 E: john@clockcare.co.uk
with any enquiries www.clockcare.co.uk

EST. 1991

Emall X tblrchltd@gmall.com

Tel - 01732 674317
Mob - 07789 797943

A local company for all your renovation
and property maintenance requirements
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* Trustpilot

Gas * 0il * LPG

amsian Itd

Central Heating & Boiler Engineers

SR AR . /ot e ool &

Service

01732 885882

reliable boiler engineer today,

just remember our name
for the day you do”

https://www.samsian.co.uk

L DB

GF Harris
Garden Maintenance

Small local company (based in
Platt) offering a reliable, friendly and
professional garden maintenance
service including one off, weekly,
fortnightly or ongoing visits.
Services include: Lawn Mowing,
Hedge Cutting, Planting, Pruning,
Leaf Clearance and much more!

Free Estimates - Fully Insured
Contact Grant: 07532340210

Email:
gfharrisgardening@gmail.com

Handyman

All DIY work for reasonable rates

Painting and Decorating,
Kitchen Fitting,
Decking, Fencing,
Sheds and all Carpentry work,
Flat pack assembly,

Jet Washing.

General property maintenance
No job too small

John Ballantyne
Mobile: 07890 034846




Could you be a hero and share your skills?

There are lots of opportunities for you to make a difference
and support your local community.

* Green fingers? * Good with words or

ion?
Lend a hand, tidying up the design?

churchyard and supporting our local ~ YVe're looking for help with the

biodiversity. Parish Magazine - writing articles,
editing or graphic design, there are a

* Baking or tea-making variety of ways to involved.

skills? . )

We offer a warm welcome at our *  Digital skills?

Community Coffee Shop, after our You could help run powerpoint

Sunday morning services and at slides, press play for music during the

Breakfast@Church services, help with the website and

social media.

If you could be a hero and help, email Naomi on
churchwardens@ighthamchurch.org.uk

.‘ Website: v t/lﬂ eca

Social media:
TheEcoPantry.co.uk @ecopantryuk

Local Plastic-Free Refill Shop

food - toiletries - household

We are an independent plastic-free refill store on a mission to help you cut down single-use plastic waste.
Bring your containers & fill them with eco-friendly, organic & sustainable products.
Good for you, good for the environment.

AL W ! |Wo
\

Bring your own Fill them up As much or as little
containers & bottles as you like

Refill your: Open: Find us:

Cereals, nuts, seeds, pasta, Tuesday to Friday: 9-4 Chart Farm,
grains, baking, tea, coffee, Saturday: 9-3 Styants Bottom Road,
cleaning products, haircare, Sunday & Monday: CLOSED Seal Chart, Sevenoaks,
body care, skincare, TNI5 OES
chocolate & more.

Find out more at: www.TheEcoPantry.co.uk ortype The Eco Pantry’
into Google Maps




SAMARITANS

We need tea makers,
activity planners,

you're proud of tidy-uppers and helpers

As a Samaritans volunteer, f?r as Ilttle or as mUCh

you'll help us be there for time as YOuU Can spare.

people when it matters most.

Do something

We meet every Wednesday evening to help our

VDI u nteer WIth us ia‘: 8- to 11-year-olds get going, get thinking and get stuck

- into all kinds of things to give them skills for life. Every now
We will train, mentor and :
AT and then that may well mean using a compass, but more
SUBPRTEY ¥ often than not it's about confidence, speaking up,
thinking on their feet and going for it. Can you help?

samaritans.org/volunteer
ighthasmscouts.org.uk James.r@lghthamscouts.org.uk

Call 07388179760
Email sevenoaks.recruitmentd

samaritans.org chuts

1st Ightham

)

A wgrtee] dharity

ON CALL CARPETS

Your local company for reliable service & quality products at a price you can afford.

Suppiers & Install
rs & Installers O“Cq((

Domestic and Commercial
Private Homes, New Buildings, o e

Offices, Medical Centres, i ol
Dentists, Nursing Homes, E:!;ggﬁesem
Shops, Let Properties. —

We Brip,
g Sam
%o Tog.. V1S

01732 886672

www.oncallcarpets.co.uk = sales@oncallcarpets.co.uk

Choose in the comfort of your home or office = Quality fitting service, fully insured i s
Call- ANDY to arrange a no obligation quotation ata time to suit you - day or evening w &




MEDITATE

The Poppy Appeal -

could you help by giving some time this autumn?

The 2025 Poppy Appeal will be
launched this month.

The Poppy is a powerful symbol worn
by people right across the UK to
commemorate the sacrifices of our
Armed Forces and to show support to
those still serving today.

The Royal British Legion was first set
up to help those returning from the
First World War. Almost a century
on, they’re still helping today’s Service
people, veterans, and their families
coping with bereavement, living with
disability or finding employment.

However, the Poppy Appeal would
not be able to continue without the
dedication of the teams of volunteers
who stand in the streets, shops and
supermarkets. Each town and village

has their own Poppy Appeal Organiser
- also a volunteer - who runs these
teams, arranges for cover, drops off
and collects the boxes.

The Poppy Appeal is always grateful
for the work of these dedicated
people, but the volunteers say they
proud to be selling Poppies to show
support for those who sacrificed their
lives for us.

If you want to volunteer, or if

you would like a visit from a local
volunteer who can speak to your
community/church group, please go to:

https://wwwe.britishlegion.org.uk/get-
involved/volunteer.

Source: The Parish Pump




Share a little light this
Halloween

Some parents aren’t sure quite what
to feel about Hallowe’en — is it just
harmless fun, or are there aspects of it
that don’t fit in with how we want to
see the world?

A child’s christening service is very
honest about the reality of good and
evil, and Hallowe’en can be a good
time to talk about those things and
how the love of Jesus can be a ‘Light in
the darkness’ for everyone.

The word ‘hallowe’en’ actually means
‘the eve of all hallows’ day’ — in other
words, the night before the church’s

festival celebrating All Saints.

A Saint is sometimes thought to be an
exceptionally holy person — someone
really special, who did extraordinary
things because of their faith in God.

The famous saints are all amazing
examples of what it’s like to live God’s
way. But in the Bible, St Paul calls all
Christians saints — a saint is simply a
friend of God, who seeks to live their
life according to God’s purposes.
When someone is christened, they
truly become a Saint, so All Saints’ Day
is a celebration of the whole family of
God.

An extract from an article taken from
www.churchofenglandchristenings.org with
permission.

1
I |
I 1ST IGHTHAM BEAVERS, CUBS AND SCOUTS |
| .
i |

|
1 f\Oﬂ f\Of'\ f\Of'\ |
I I | — I
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2, E AV ERS b S t
" cups Couts |
1 -y A 31 J 4 T R AR W W e I
I Thursdoy evenings Monday evenings Friday evenings I
I &8 years old 8-10 % years old 10 % - 14 years old
l lghthombeavers@gmail.com Ighthamcubs@gmail.com Jomes.r@lghthamscouts.org.uk I

|
! Al Sections are open io both boys and giris ond operate an admission policy, i
I please contact us os early as possible to have your child gut on the expression of
I interest list, os oll sections are always very popular. I
I The admissions manoger email is ighthombeaverlist@gmailcom :
: Any questions about the Scout Group please emoil Jomesr@ighthamscouts.orguk or ring 07974 412932 I
i www.Scouts247.org.uk I
‘_—_-—_—-—_—_—_—-—_-—_—_—_—-—I
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WEEKLY

8.30-11.00am

€very Thursday

St Giles’ Church
Shipbourpe '

gUPPORTIN

nd crafters

Farmers, artisans d

25 Years Local
BT Engineer

WHY PAY SERVICE PROVIDER
PRICES FOR INTERNAL
FAULT REPAIRS!

New Telephone & Broadband
Extensions and Improve BB
Gpeeads. Phone Sockets For

Sky TV.Cat5 Wiring.
Fault Finding, Rewiring
& Socket Repairs.
Internal & External Re-routing / Tidying
of Cables prior to Double glazing,

LOCAL

seasonal produce

Fully Insured. CRB Certificated.

Are you organising a
children's party? A talk?
A disco? A yoga class? A
wedding reception?

If so, why not think of using the
IGHTHAM VILLAGE HALL?

Hire charges are highly
competitive, and the space is
perfect for all kind of gatherings.
There is also ample and well-lit
parking.

For further information contact
Jenny Elliot

E: ighthamvillagehall@gmail.com
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| This Halloween the bunnies are setting off on
) an adventure. Join them to find the ghosts
! hidden around Ightham Mote with heaps of
! exciting things to see and do along the way.

: A > . " \ 4/ - 4
K«Q\ﬁ“ nationaltrust.org.uk/ightham-mote M
|/ BLOOMSBURY oonsryPblisting 2023
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DIRECTORY

St Peter’s Church
Rector
Church Warden

Parish Office
(Mon/Tue/Thur/Fri 9am-1pm)
Licensed Lay Minister

Lay Readers

Hon. Treas/Gift Aid Sec.
Safeguarding Officer
PCC Secretary

Church Flowers

St Peter's Choir & Music
Bell Ringing

Coffee Shop

Men’s Breakfast

Qasis

Parent & Toddlers
Prayer Group

Ightham Magazine
Editorial

Advertising
Subscriptions/Distribution

Parish in Vacancy
Naomi Webster

T: 07421 832919.

E: churchwardens@ighthamchurch.org.uk

Administrator
E: admin@ighthamchurch.org.uk

John Webster

Michelle Lawson

Bryan Harris (honorary)
Max Robinson

Finley Lawson

Sarah Reid

T: 07940 547310

T: 884819
T: 01634 240598
T: 07733 228048
T: 885966
T: 01634 240598

E: pcesecretary@ighthamchurch.org.uk

Judy Debenham

Carol Kennedy

Judith Robinson

Jenny Webster

John Webster

Bridget Kelsey

E: oasis@ighthamchurch.org.uk
Kirsty Mitcham

John Webster

Penny Cracknell

E: stpetersadverts@btinternet.com

T: 882640

T: 884764

T: 0788 0507066
T: 884819

T: 884819

M: 07789 692967

T: 885072
T: 884819

T:07811 066253

E: magazine@ighthamchurch.org.uk

Community Groups & Events

Autism Parents Support Soc.
Ightham Club
Ightham Gardeners’ Club

Ightham School
Ightham Village Hall
Ightham Scouts-
Explorers & Scouts
Cubs
Beavers
Ightham WI

PCSO

Sports

Badminton Club
Cricket Club

Football Club
Tennis Club

Claudia Goodman

Mark Brenta

Pippa Coulthard

Dee Samways

Sue Earl, Headteacher

E: ighthamvillagehall@gmail.com

James Reid

E: ighthamcubs@gmail.com

E: ighthambeavers@gmail.com
Helen Johnson

E: ightham@wkfwi.org

PC Dylan McElligott

Nick Dennis
Geoff Preston
Tom Bentall
Martyn Reardon
Max Robinson
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T: 07773 599543
T: 882104
T:883041.
T:07799 002 129
T: 882405

T: 789400

—

: 882078
101474 812594
107712 566772
: 07725 896 886
: 885966

A4

: 101 (non emergencies)



ANA MARIA PACHECO

A Modern Bestiary: Screenprint exhibition
at Ightham Mote
|5 September — 2 November

Presented in partnership with
Pratt Contemporary Art




