The Parish of Ordsall and Retford St Michael

Minutes of the Thursday 15th May 2025
Meeting of Ordsall and Retford, St Michael Parochial Church Council 

held in St Michael’s Community Hall at 7.00pm.     
	1.
	Opening Prayer 
	Action

	2.
	Attendance: Revd. Alex Shiells, Nigel Bower, Don Phillips, Kenny Newstead,            Gill Glover, Kerry Rawlings, Tessa Rolph, Michael Goffin, Steve Thorpe, Paul Hardman,               Chris Porter. Alison Thorpe       
	

	3.
	Apologies received from: John Chambers, Maxine Fisher, Rachel Waby, 
	

	4.
	Election and appointment of officers and representatives

Appointment of Officers and Representatives:

Role

Nominee  

Proposer              

Seconded

Result           

PCC Secretary

A. Thorpe

N. Bower
T. Rolph
Unanimous
Lay Chair

N. Bower
A. Shiells 
S. Thorpe
Unanimous
Treasurer

T. Rolph
D. Phillips
N. Bower
Unanimous
Planned Giving Officer AH

M. McDonald
T. Rolph
N. Bower
Unanimous
Planned Giving Officer St M

M. Bloomfield

N. Bower
T. Rolph
Unanimous
Electoral Roll Officer

A. Thorpe
N. Bower
S. Thorpe
Unanimous
Safeguarding 

D. Phillips
T. Rolph
K. Rawlings
Unanimous
DBS Safe Recruiter

G. Glover
A. Shiells
S. Thorpe
Unanimous
Health and Safety AH

J. Pashley - happy to continue as our representative.

Health and Safety St Michael

R. Waby - happy to continue as our representative
Church Property

R. Waby - happy to continue as our representative
Christian Aid

P. Bloodworth, J. Henderson, S. and P Hardman 
Children’s Society

S. Hardman - happy to continue as our representative.

WWD of Prayer
M. Akerman, M. Green - happy to continue as our representative.
Co-opting of PCC Members:
Michael Goffin - Proposed: Revd. Alex  Seconded: Nigel Bower   Unanimous  

Don Phillips - Proposed: Revd. Alex  Seconded: Nigel Bower   Unanimous  

Casual Vacancies for one year:

John Chambers - Proposed: Chris Porter  Seconded: Tessa Rolph   Unanimous
Maxine Fisher - Proposed: Nigel Bower  Seconded: Kerry Rawlings   Unanimous  
Revd. Alex mentioned that we have a potential candidate for the Deanery Synod.  
He also talked about the work of the Fabric and Finance Committees, and encouraged PCC members to join them.
	

	5.
	Minutes of the PCC meeting held on Thursday 13th March 2025 to be agreed as a true record:

Proposed: Revd. Alex   Seconded:  Nigel Bower  For: 3    Abstentions: 8
	

	6.
	Matters Arising not coming up on this Agenda: Our Ordsall Parish Hall Secretary does not need Petty cash at the moment.
	

	7.
	Safeguarding: Don Phillips, our Safeguarding Officer, talked to us about the Our Parish National Safeguarding Standards.  We have until 2027 to achieve these Standards and we will all have to be involved to achieve them.  It will probably be September when we have to begin.
	ALL

	8.
	Fabric and Finance:
All Hallows: 
Updated Bank Signatories: - 

Full access (full authority to take any action, but with two signatures) – Tessa Rolph, Revd Alex Shiells, Paul Richards

Additional Signatories (for cheque signing purposes only) – Alison Thorpe,       Lavinia Swannack

View only access – Martin Bloomfield

Internet banking for payment purposes – Tessa Rolph

All monthly bank statements are sent to Revd. Alex 

The PCC agreed the list of signatories.

Miss Flowers Bequest
It was suggested and agreed that the bequest should be used against any purchases of any physical items for use in All Hallows Church (e.g. replacement of roof alarm sensors), not otherwise covered by grant funds.

Utility Contracts Renewal
The following contracts expire in the next few months:

Church electricity (EDF) – expires 27/6/25  35p per kWh, SC 25p per day,  estimated yearly usage 3596.5 kWh

Hall electricity (Eon) – expires 11/8/25  27.6p per kWh, SC 48p per day,  estimated yearly usage 4376.8 kWh

Hall gas (Eon) – expires 24/8/25  5.5p per kWh, SC 56p per day, estimated yearly usage 4655 kWh

Revd. Alex will investigate replacement contracts
Church Boiler
Kenny Newstead has the contracts re the church boiler. Repairs have been done to the boiler.  It is not sure yet what the minimum temperature is that the boiler thermostat should be set at.
Parish Share
NB A meeting is needed re Parish Share as St Michael’s part of the share has been reduced to £2000.

Reserves Policy 

We do not at present have a Reserves Policy - having a Reserves Policy for both churches would help with working out whether we can continue to pay the Parish Share in full.

The proposal put forward by Tessa Rolph, our Treasurer, is that we should open a CBF Church of England Deposit Fund account which at the moment pays a better rate of interest - 4.45% than we are getting at present.
Motion: This PCC approves the proposal of our Treasurer, that we should open a CBF Church of England Deposit Fund Account. 

Proposed: Tessa Rolph   Seconded: Revd. Alex   Unanimous
Salaries
The salary increases agreed by the PCC for the current 3 employees, were implemented on 1 April.

Pre-authorisation of purchases
A general reminder that any purchases/signing of contracts on behalf of the two churches must be authorised in advance by

· >£750     PCC  

· <£750     Standing Committee   (or items requiring an immediate decision)

· <£200   Any two of Priest, Treasurer, Churchwarden

The exceptions are regular, standard and necessary purchases (eg altar requisites, office paper, kitchen refreshments, mower petrol).
All Hallows Roof Alarm - Key Holders (Trinitas/E-Bound AVX Ltd)
Under the terms of the church insurance with Trinitas there must be at least two nominated Key Holders.  Paul and Helen Richards are key holders.  Kenny Newstead will be trained in the alarm operation and his details notified to E-Bound.
Grants - Growing Disciples Grant of up to £5,000 can be applied for.  This could be used for buying books for children, Bibles etc. £1,000 is on its way.
Church Clock - this continues to lose time.
Defibrillator - this has now been installed by Lister Electricals on the Parish Hall, at a cost of £75.  Kenny Newstead will register the defibrillator on Saturday.

Masonry Repairs - The Diocesan Small Repairs Grant Round 1 has awarded a grant for the repair of the SW Corner Flashing and the broken Pinnacle on the west face of the tower. No funds have yet been received.

Round 2 closed at the end of March 2025 and Peter submitted an application for the repair of the Lady Chapel stone mullion and the replacement of two pieces of worn stone on the base of the wall on the external SW corner. The application figure was an estimate. Two quotes have now been received for this work.
Bridgett Conservation quoted £1300 (VAT will be added)
G.L. Beal quoted £714 (VAT will be added)

After a brief discussion it was decided to go with the quote from Bridgett Conservation.
Motion: This PCC approves the proposal to accept the quotation from Bridgett Conservation for Masonry repairs in All Hallows Church at a total of £1,300 +VAT.

Proposed: Revd. Alex   Seconded: Tessa Rolph   Unanimous

Work on Glass

Not within the remit of the Small Repairs Grant.

St Michael’s:  

Bank Account Signatories

Full access (full authority to take any action, but with two signatures) – Martin Bloomfield, Russell Bloodworth, Nigel Bower, Revd Alex Shiells, Tessa Rolph
Additional Signatories (for cheque signing purposes only) – David Bean

Internet banking for payment purposes – to be agreed by Tessa, Nigel and Martin in consultation. 

All monthly bank statements are sent to Revd. Alex
St Michael’s Donation

Details are needed in writing from the donor regarding the nature of its restricted use, to ensure that the terms of the donation are complied with.
Recycling Requirements by 2027 - Halls are included.

· Must separate and collect dry recyclables (including glass, metal, plastic, paper, and cardboard). 
· Food Waste: Separate collection from general waste is mandatory. 

· Flexible Plastic Packaging: Collection of flexible plastic packaging (like food wrapping) is required. 

Replacement of all lights in St Michael’s Church and Community Hall
After a short discussion it was agreed to accept Lister Electricals quotation of £4,945.56 for the replacement of all lights with LED lights in the Church and Hall.
Motion: This PCC approves the proposal to accept the quotation from Lister Technical Ltd of £4,945.56 for the replacement of all lights with LED lights in St Michael’s Church and the Community Hall.

Proposed: Revd. Alex   Seconded: Steve Thorpe   Unanimous
One possible method suggested for the heating of the church by the Church Architect, Carl Andrews, was the installation of ceramic heaters as an affordable option.  Under floor heating was not practical.
Gill Glover mentioned that Eaton and Gamston have had new heaters installed which might be worth a look.

Energy Performance Certificates (EPC)
Needed for all Rental properties.
Parish Finance Discussion

This will take place with the diocese on 9th June at St Anne’s Worksop. Revd Alex,   Nigel Bower and Kenny Newstead will attend this meeting.
	AS

	9.
	Vicar’s Report
The PCC Code of Conduct will be distributed before the next meeting.
Our Vision - Prayer - Nigel Bower, Worship - Steve Thorpe, Children - Amanda Old.  Becki Porter and Janet Lewis

Steve Thorpe - played the guitar on Easter Sunday, which was very much enjoyed.

Revd. Alex is keen to use online tools to involve different audiences. 
	

	10.
	Health and Safety Report:  
	

	11.
	Correspondence:
	

	12. 
	Any other Business:
	

	13.
	Dates of next meetings: 
Fabric and Finance - All Hallows 19th June 7.00 pm

                                    St Michael’s 26th June 7.00 pm

PCC Meeting Thursday 24th July in All Hallows Church at 7.00 pm
	

	14.
	Our meeting ended with The Grace.
	


