ST MARK AND ALL SAINTS, READING

Whoever you are,

wherever you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here.

SUNDAY 31ST AUGUST 2025
Eleventh after Trinity

THE GATHERING

All the words are in this service sheet. Please join in with the words printed in bold type.
At the start of the service a bell is rung and the procession enters as we stand to sing the opening hymn.

ENTRANCE HYMN

Praise, my soul, the King of heaven!
To his feet thy tribute bring;
Ransomed, healed, restored, forgiven,
Who like me his praise should sing?
Praise him! Praise him!

Praise him! Praise him!

Praise the everlasting King!

Praise him for his grace and favour
To our fathers in distress;

Praise him still the same as ever,
Slow to chide and swift to bless.
Praise him! Praise him!

Praise him! Praise him!

Glorious in his faithfulness!

Father-like, he tends and spares us;
Well our feeble frame he knows;

In his hands he gently bears us,
Rescues us from all our foes.

Praise him! Praise him!

Praise him! Praise him!

Widely as his mercy flows!

Angels, help us to adore him;

Ye behold him face to face;

Sun and moon, bow down before him,
Dwellers all in time and space.

Praise him! Praise him!

Praise him! Praise him!

Praise with us the God of grace!



THE GREETING

™ In the name of the Father,

and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.
The Lord be with you

and also with you.

The priest welcomes us and introduces the theme of the service.

PRAYER OF PENITENCE

God so loved the world

that he gave his only Son Jesus Christ
to save us from our sins,

to be our advocate in heaven,

and to bring us to eternal life.

Let us confess our sins in penitence and faith,
firmly resolved to keep God’s commandments
and to live in love and peace with all.

Almighty God, our heavenly Father,
we have sinned against you

and against our neighbour

in thought and word and deed,
through negligence, through weakness,
through our own deliberate fault.
We are truly sorry

and repent of all our sins.

For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,
who died for us,

forgive us all that is past

and grant that we may serve you

in newness of life

to the glory of your name.

Amen.

Almighty God, who forgives all who truly repent have mercy upon you,
pardon and deliver you from all your sins,

confirm and strengthen you in all goodness,

and keep you in life eternal;

through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

Knowing that we are forgiven for our sins we sing this song of praise to God.
Glory to God, Glory to God,
Glory to God in the highest.

Glory to God in the highest,



and peace to his people on earth.
Lord God, heavenly King,

almighty God and Father,

we worship you, we give you thanks,
we praise you for your glory . . .

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father,

Lord God, Lamb of God,

you take away the sin of the world:

have mercy on us;

you are seated at the right hand of the Father:
receive our prayer. ..

For you alone are the Holy One,

you alone are the Lord,

you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ,
with the Holy Spirit,

in the glory of God the Father. ..

The priest invites us to pray silently and then prays the collect:

O God, you declare your almighty power

most chiefly in showing mercy and pity:

mercifully grant to us such a measure of your grace,
that we, running the way of your commandments,
may receive your gracious promises,

and be made partakers of your heavenly treasure;
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord,

who is alive and reigns with you,

in the unity of the Holy Spirit,

one God, now and for ever.

Amen

Please sit

THE LITURGY OF THE WORD

FIRST READING
Hebrews 13.1-8.15-16

Keep on loving each other as brothers. Do not forget to entertain strangers, for by so doing some
people have entertained angels without knowing it. Remember those in prison as if you were
their fellow-prisoners, and those who are ill-treated as if you yourselves were suffering.
Marriage should be honoured by all, and the marriage bed kept pure, for God will judge the
adulterer and all the sexually immoral. Keep your lives free from the love of money and be
content with what you have, because God has said,

“Never will | leave you;

never will | forsake you.”

So we say with confidence,

“The Lord is my helper; | will not be afraid.



What can man do to me?”

Remember your leaders, who spoke the word of God to you. Consider the outcome of their way
of life and imitate their faith. Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and for ever.

Through Jesus, therefore, let us continually offer to God a sacrifice of praise — the fruit of lips that
confess his name. And do not forget to do good and to share with others, for with such sacrifices
God is pleased.

This is the word of the Lord

Thanks be to God.

GRADUAL HYMN PSALM 112
(St. Albinus)
Our gradual Hymn is a congregational setting of today’s psalm.
As we stand and sing the Gospel Book is carried into the midst of the congregation, reflecting God’s coming among
us in Christ. Please turn to face it.

All who fear the Lord are blessed,
Joyful in their celebrations.
Blamelessly they have confessed
Pleasure in his regulations.
Alleluia.

Celebration is their strength,
Passing on to their relations,
Down the ages, when, at length,
They are blessed for generations.
Alleluia.

Exaltation lies at hand,

In their house a hoard of treasure,
For their righteousness will stand,
Holding firm and sure forever.
Alleluia.

Glorious light is rising clear

In the darkness, for the gracious.
High and upright year by year,
They are merciful and righteous.
Alleluia.

THE GOSPEL
Luke 14.1,7-14
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit,
one God, who was, and who is, and who is to come,
the Almighty.
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.



The Lord be with you
And also with you

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ
according to Luke.
Glory to you, O Lord.

On one occasion when Jesus was going to the house of a leader of the Pharisees to eat a meal on the
sabbath, they were watching him closely.

When he noticed how the guests chose the places of honour, he told them a parable. “‘When you are
invited by someone to a wedding banquet, do not sit down at the place of honour, in case someone
more distinguished than you has been invited by your host; and the host who invited both of you
may come and say to you, “Give this person your place,” and then in disgrace you would start to take
the lowest place. But when you are invited, go and sit down at the lowest place, so that when your
host comes, he may say to you, “Friend, move up higher”; then you will be honoured in the presence
of all who sit at the table with you. For all who exalt themselves will be humbled, and those who
humble themselves will be exalted.’

He said also to the one who had invited him, ‘When you give a luncheon or a dinner, do not invite
your friends or your brothers or your relatives or rich neighbours, in case they may invite you in
return, and you would be repaid. But when you give a banquet, invite the poor, the crippled, the
lame, and the blind. And you will be blessed, because they cannot repay you, for you will be repaid
at the resurrection of the righteous.’

This is the Gospel of the Lord
Praise to you, O Christ.

Sit THE SERMON

A brief period of silence may follow for us to reflect on the address and the readings today, then the priest invites
us to stand to declare our faith.

THE CREED
We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
was incarnate from the Holy Spirit and the



Virgin Mary and was made man.

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate
he suffered death and was buried.

On the third day he rose again

in accordance with the Scriptures;

he ascended into heaven

and is seated at the right hand of the Father.

He will come again in glory

to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit,

the Lord, the giver of life,

who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son

is worshipped and glorified,

who has spoken through the prophets.

We believe in one holy catholic

and apostolic Church.

We acknowledge one baptism

for the forgiveness of sins.

We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come.

Amen.

Sit or kneel to pray

During the prayers these or other responses may be used

Lord, in your mercy
hear our prayer.

And at the end of the prayers we say

Merciful Father,
accept these prayers
for the sake of your Son,

our Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen.

Stand

We are the Body of Christ.

THE LITURGY OF THE SACRAMENT

THE PEACE

In the one Spirit we were all baptized into one body.

Let us then pursue all that makes for peace and builds up our common life.

The peace of the Lord be always with you.

and also with you.

THE INTERCESSIONS



We greet those around us in the peace of Christ, shaking hands and saying “Peace be with you”

OFFERTORY HYMN

The gracious invitation stands,

for any who will come;

The Father runs with open arms

to children heading home

and all who trudged with weary feet
along life's dusty road

receive at last a welcome chance

to lose their heavy load.

No longer need we clothe our lives

in garments soiled and torn

when Christ gives robes of righteousness
for what was old and worn:

to those bereft of dignity

and yearning to be whole,

forgiveness brings the healing pow’r
which liberates the soul.

When all that busy lives produce
is dry futility,

we find in Christ the living source
of full reality;

And if, within our hearts, the truth
is what we long to hear,

the whisper of the spirit comes

as music to the ear.

Whoever looks for nourishment
will find the table spread:

the finest riches heaven holds,
foretold in wine and bread.

The banquet is for everyone,

the greatest and the least:

for all are called as honoured guests
to come and join the feast!

When the altar is prepared and the offerings received the president leads the offertory prayers.

Blessed are you, Lord God of all creation:

through your goodness we have this bread

to set before you,

which earth has given and human hands have made.



It will become for us the bread of life.
Blessed be God for ever.

Blessed are you, Lord God of all creation:

through your goodness we have this wine to set before you,
fruit of the vine and work of human hands.

It will become for us the cup of salvation.

Blessed be God for ever.

Generous God, as we gather around your table called and welcomed by Christ we present this

money, symbol of all the gifts you give to us.
use it, use us, in the service of your world
to the glory of your name. Amen.

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give thanks and praise.

Father, we give you thanks and praise
through your beloved Son Jesus Christ, your living Word,
through whom you have created all things;

who was sent by you in your great goodness to be our Saviour.

By the power of the Holy Spirit he took flesh;

as your Son, born of the blessed Virgin,

he lived on earth and went about among us;

he opened wide his arms for us on the cross;

he put an end to death by dying for us;

and revealed the resurrection by rising to new life;

so he fulfilled your will and won for you a holy people.

Therefore with all the angels of heaven
we lift our voices to proclaim the glory of your name
and sing our joyful hymn of praise:

Holy, holy, holy Lord,

God of power and might,

heaven and earth are full of your glory.

Hosanna in the highest.

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

Lord, you are holy indeed, the source of all holiness;
grant that by the power of your Holy Spirit,

and according to your holy will,

these gifts of bread and wine

THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER



may be to us the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ; who, in the same night that he was
betrayed,

took bread and gave you thanks;

he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying:

Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you;

do this in remembrance of me.

In the same way, after supper
he took the cup and gave you thanks;
he gave it to them, saying:

Drink this, all of you;
this is my blood of the new covenant,
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins.

Do this, as often as you drink it,
in remembrance of me.

Great is the mystery of faith

Christ has died:

Christ is risen:

Christ will come again.

And so, Father,

calling to mind his death on the cross,

his perfect sacrifice made once for the sins of the whole world;
rejoicing in his mighty resurrection and glorious ascension,
and looking for his coming in glory,

we celebrate this memorial of our redemption.

As we offer you this our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving,
we bring before you this bread and this cup

and we thank you for counting us worthy

to stand in your presence and serve you.

Send the Holy Spirit on your people

and gather into one in your kingdom

all who share this one bread and one cup,

so that we, in the company of [N and] all the saints,
may praise and glorify you for ever,

through Jesus Christ our Lord;

by whom, and with whom, and in whom,

in the unity of the Holy Spirit,

all honour and glory be yours, almighty Father,
for ever and ever.

Amen

We kneel or sit as silence is kept before the Lord’s Prayer.

Our Father,
who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,



thy kingdom come, thy will be done,

on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread;

and forgive us our trespasses

as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation

but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom, the power,

and the glory for ever and ever. Amen.

The priest breaks the consecrated bread, saying

We break this bread to share in the body of Christ.
Though we are many, we are one body,
because we all share in one bread.

The priest invites the people to receive Communion, and says

Jesus is the Lamb of God
who takes away the sin of the world.
Blessed are those who are called to his supper.

Lord, | am not worthy to receive you,
but only say the word, and | shall be healed.

Lamb of God,
you take away the sin of the world
have mercy on us.

Lamb of God,
you take away the sin of the world
have mercy on us.

Lamb of God,
you take away the sin of the world
grant us your peace.

COMMUNION HYMN

Here is bread, here is wine,
Christ is with us, he is with us.
Break the bread, taste the wine,
Christ is with us here.

In this bread there is healing,
In this cup is life for ever.
In this moment, by the Spirit,



Christ is with us here.

Here is grace, here is peace,
Christ is with us, he is with us;
Know his grace, find his peace,
Feast on Jesus here.

In this bread ....

Here we are, joined in one,
Christ is with us, he is with us;
We'll proclaim, till he comes,

Jesus crucified.

In this bread .....

POST COMMUNION PRAYER

Once communion has been shared we stand when the priest invites us to pray.

Lord of all mercy,

we your faithful people have celebrated that one true sacrifice
which takes away our sins and brings pardon and peace:

by our communion

keep us firm on the foundation of the gospel
and preserve us from all sin;

through Jesus Christ our Lord

Amen.

God of gentleness and love
draw near to us as we draw near to you.
Dwell in every heart and conversation.

Fashion in us the likeness of your Son, Jesus Christ.

Help us to discern together

all that you are calling us to be

and all that you are calling us to do.
Assist us by your Spirit

to become a more contemplative,
more compassionate

and more courageous Church,

for the building of your kingdom
and the glory of your Son.

Amen.

We sit to listen to any notices about parish events.
Banns of Marriage may be announced.

If your Birthday falls this week please tell us we would love to celebrate with you.

NOTICES



Stand

The Lord be with you
And also with you

THE DISMISSAL

Christ the Son of God perfect in you the image

of his glory and gladden your hearts with the

good news of his kingdom; and the blessing

of God almighty, the Father, the Son, and the

Holy Spirit, be among you and remain with you always.
Amen

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
In the name of Christ..

All my hope on God is founded;
he doth still my trust renew.

Me through change and chance he guideth,

only good and only true.
God unknown,

he alone

calls my heart to be his own.

Human pride and earthly glory,
sword and crown betray his trust;
what with care and toil he buildeth,
tower and temple, fall to dust.

But God's power,

hour by hour,

is my temple and my tower.

God's great goodness aye endureth,
deep his wisdom, passing thought:
splendour, light, and life attend him,
beauty springeth out of naught.
Evermore

from his store

new-born worlds rise and adore.

Daily doth th' Almighty giver
bounteous gifts on us bestow;
his desire our soul delighteth,
pleasure leads us where we go.

THE BLESSING

CLOSING HYMN



Love doth stand
at his hand;
joy doth wait on his command.

Still from earth to God eternal
sacrifice of praise be done,
high above all praises praising
for the gift of Christ his Son.
Christ doth call

one and all:

ye who follow shall not fall.
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