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29* Sept Enter all the angels, led by Michael

What is an angel? Easy, people think: a shining figure with glorious wings, who
appears from time to time to do some mighty work for God or bring a very
special message from him.

Well, that’s right in one sense (apart from the wings, which owe more to
stained glass windows than the Bible). But the fact that not all ‘angels’ in the
Bible are ‘glorious’ or ‘shining’ should make us hesitate to categorise them in
this spectacular way. After all, the three apparently ordinary men who visited
Abraham and Sarah to tell them that she would have a son even though she was
long past child-bearing age had none of those outward embellishments. Never-
theless, Abraham recognised them as divine messengers.

The Bible is full of angels, from the early chapters of Genesis to the last chapter
of Revelation, and often they had a key role in crucial events. It seems, from just
two instances, that Michael was their leader, an ’archangel’. In many stained
glass windows he’s seen with a sword, because in a vision in Revelation he led
the angelic host who fought and defeated Satan and his army.

In the Gospels, an angel of the Lord appeared to Zechariah in the Temple, to
tell him that his elderly wife was to have a son, the forerunner of the Messiah,
John the Baptist. An angel - Gabriel - appeared to Mary to tell her that she
would be the mother of the Messiah, the Son of God. An angel appeared ‘in a
dream’ to Joseph, the village carpenter in Nazareth, to tell him to go ahead and
marry his fiancée, Mary, and later - also in a dream - warned him not to go back
to Bethlehem. A ‘young man’, whom we take to have been an angel, was sitting
in the empty tomb on Easter morning, waiting to tell the startled women that
Jesus wasn’t there - He had risen (Mark 16:5).

Without going into every biblical reference to angels, those should be sufficient
to show that the word covers an enormous diversity of experience. So the Let-
ter to the Hebrews speaks of those who practice hospitality as sometimes
‘entertaining angels unawares’. Sometimes people recognised angels for who
they were, and sometimes they didn’t. Angels, quite simply, are God’s agents or
emissaries, messengers and ministers of His will. Sometimes they are human;
sometimes they seem to be spiritual beings.

Perhaps we could even say that anyone, in any situation, who is at that moment
God’s ‘messenger’ to us, or serves us graciously, is an ‘angel’. So, when we say,
‘Oh, be an angel and pop up to the chemist for my prescription’, we may be
nearer the heart of the matter than we think!
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Have you heard about The Monday Club?

We are a small group of retired/semi retired people who meet up each
Monday in the newly refurbished St Mary’s Church Room.

We enjoy a range of activities that include guest speakers, board games,
music, the occasional trip and a meal out every so often.

We meet every Monday From 2pm to 4pm needless to say tea, coffee and
biscuits will be provided for your weekly subscription. (currently £3).
We do not meet on bank holidays or during the month of August.
Why not join us when we start up again on Monday |st September? We
are a friendly, sociable group who enjoy getting together.
If you would like further information please feel free to call either myself
or Brian on the numbers below.
We look forward to meeting you all in September!

Gary: 01474 812590 Brian: 01474 814049.

-
Girlguiding Brovwnies

Ist

Cobham Brownies
(Tuesday evenings during term time only at The Meadow
Rooms, Cobham)

At Brownies, we welcome all girls from 7 to 10 years old for non-
stop fun, learning and adventure. Brownies get to explore their creative
side, get out into the great outdoors, and start to learn to look after
themselves, others and the world we live in.

Please email Wendy Ostridge (wendy.minister@googlemail.com) if you

would like more information about |** Cobham Brownies or register your
interest through the Girlguiding website at

www.girlguiding.org.uk/joinus/ and selecting

|** Cobham Brownies.

We look forward to meeting new members.


mailto:wendy.minister@googlemail.com
http://www.girlguiding.org.uk/joinus/

Friends of Kent Churches Ride and Stride
Saturday, 13" September 2025 10.00.a.m. to 6.00.p.m,
St Marys Church Room Sole Street will be open
for participants and local visitors.

The 40™ Ride and Stride day, organised for Kent Churches, will take place
on Saturday, |3 September 2025.

The St Mary’s Church Room will be open to provide refreshments for
participants, who are riding or striding during that day
However, any local residents or visitors, who may have missed
the Celebration Weekend at the end of May, are welcome to call in and
view the hall, tea and biscuits will also be available for these visitors.
For further information please contact Ron Chamberlain Liaison Officer
for SMCR. 01474 814250

Happy Birthday - Kent Ride and Stride.

Thank you to Ron and Mary and Janet and all the volunteers who this year will
man our 3 churches for RIDE and STRIDE DAY on Saturday 13® September ,
your support on keeping our churches open from 10.00 until 6.00pm that day
means so much to all of us who visit you either cycling or walking . Last year
your sponsorship helped me raise almost £3,000 to share between our 3
churches which helped to raise the entire sponsorship for the whole of Kent
to £151,081. RIDE and STRIDE is one of the main sources of income and
grants for churches and here in Kent last year RIDE and STRIDE supported
Kent churches for grants of £176,500 to 37 churches and chapels.

RIDE and STRIDE is a National church charity with over 30 counties in Eng-
land taking part on the 2" Saturday in September. Kent has much to celebrate
and celebration is certainly the optimum title for 2025 as Kent’s RIDE and
STRIDE IS 40 YEARS OLD and during that time has raised over £4.2 million
pounds for Kent churches. | have taken part each year right from the begin-
ning in 1985 and have managed to extend my first route of just 30 churches
visited to a route with 90 churches in it and 70 visited. My route now covers
much of west Kent from Gravesend to Tunbridge Wells and back again. The
70 visited was a record in Kent, those were the exceptional years and now
due either to the age of the manual bicycle or the cyclist — I'm not sure which
— it is only 60 churches that can be visited before 6.00 pm. Apart from keep-
ing a record of churches visited, money raised and mileage covered | regret
not keeping a diary of each year’s route and adventures. Not so Margaret
Tate, who lived in Yalding, for her the diary was an annual writing task after
each R&S day. Continued on page 6




Cont’d from page 5

She began at the age of 47 in 1985 and managed a ride on her beloved bike
called Claude for most of the 40 years, the last one in 2024 she was so very
unwell and was pushed by friends in a wheelchair to make her final journey to
churches in Rochester, however her R&S life of 39 journeys is captured in her
quite beautiful diaries of which there are five files . The handwritten script and
artistic drawings of churches and country side are amazing and there is a route
map at each section. The Kent R&S committee have now included these diaries
in their website which you can now view on the RIDE and STRIDE website
found as part of the FKC (the friends of Kent churches) website. Enjoy.

In the meantime please think about sponsoring me for one or all 3 of our
churches, my sponsor form is on the table at the entrance to each of our
churches, or contact me rosemary.dymond@btinternet.com or phone
07743713584.

Luddesdown & District Rights of Way Group.

We are a small friendly group that usually walks from The Cock Inn, Henley
Street, Luddesdown, Gravesend DAI3 0XB, at | lam on Wednesdays. We
walk at a gentle pace for some 90 minutes in beautiful countryside. Occa-
sionally we lead weekend walks.

With four Socials a year in Luddesdown Village Hall and a twice yearly
Newsletter, we would be delighted if you joined us for a walk or two.
Becoming a member costs £7 per person a year.

Please contact Walks Co-ordinator Janet Ferguson, preferably by

email janetferguson@hotmail.fr . lan Sheridan, Acting Chairman,

07951 927 517
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FROM THE REGISTERS

Cobham Church

Baptism
Penelope Johanne BLACK was baptised on the 6™ July

2025. The service was conducted by The Rev’d Canon Chris
STONE.
We welcome Penelope into the Church Family.

Thursday Fellowship.

We meet a week earlier than usual in September, on Thursday 18™ at 2.00.p.m. In
the St John's Centre, Meopham. Our speaker will be Mrs Susan Simpkin who will
demonstrate and explain Reflective Dance Movements from some different
cultures.

Everyone is welcome and we share tea at the end.

I** South Street BBGA Company meets again on 12" September and
every Friday evening during term time 6pm-7.30pm at South Street Baptist
Church, Wrotham Road, Meopham, DAI3 0Q)] (next to Hope Hill). Boys and
girls aged 5-18 years are warmly invited to join us for games, craft, cooking,
Bible stories and outdoor activities. The weekly subscription is £2.
Kayaking, canoeing and stand-up paddle boarding are taught at the Boys Bri-
gade Water Activities Centre in Tonbridge. Camping and outdoor activities
take place at the Honey Hill Boys Brigade Campsite in Maidstone.
Please visit www.BOYS-BRIGADE.org.uk for more information about Boys
Brigade.
SONG TIME meets again on 8" September and every Monday morning dur-
ing term time 9.45am- | lam, for families with babies, toddlers and children
under five. There is a varied selection of toys, including a slide, ball pool,
construction toys, home corner, creative activities, musical instruments and
singing. Family admission is £1.
The FAMILY GAMES AFTERNOON is on Saturday 20" September 2pm-
4pm for all ages. There will be board games, pool, table tennis, craft activi-
ties and refreshments. Free admission.
SOUTH STREET BAPTIST CHURCH Sunday services all begin at 10.45am
and finish about midday. The Harvest Festival Family Service is on Sunday
28" September. Please visit www.southstreetbaptist.org.uk or ring 01474
815039 or 01474 813379 for more information about activities for families
at SOUTH STREET BAPTIST CHURCH.
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Advertisement

Complete W Law

Complete Family Law Ltd is a modern and
innovative law firm based in north Kent. We can
offer appointments at our offices, via remote
methods including Zoom or telephone, with home
visits also available.

With our friendly team of expert Solicitors
and Legal Executives,
Complete Family Law can assist with:

- Divorce
*Wills and Probate

*Financial Applications

* Children Issues and Applications
*Disputes between unmarried couples
*Family Law Act Applications (Injunctions)
- Disputes within the wider family
‘Lasting Powers of Attorney

0330 223 2016 (Brasted & Cobham)
0330 223 2018 (Otford)

info@completefamilylawltd.co.uk
www.completefamilylawltd.co.uk

I ) =
%" Family

Law Advanced
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Cobham
Gardeners’

i : Society
September - Late summer progresses into autumn

September is generally a cooler month than August! While there’s not as much
to do in the ornamental garden at this time of the year, if you have a fruit or
vegetable patch, you'll be busy reaping the rewards of harvest. It’s also time to
get out and start planting spring-flowering bulbs for next year and you can col-
lect seeds for next summer’s colour too. Make the most of the remaining
warmth while you can!

RHS - Top 10 jobs this month

I. Divide herbaceous perennials

Pick autumn raspberries

Collect and sow seed from perennials and hardy annuals

Dig up remaining potatoes before slug damage spoils them

Net ponds before leaf fall gets underway

Keep up with watering of new plants, using rain or grey water if possible
Start to reduce the frequency of houseplant watering

Clean cold frames and greenhouses ready for use in the autumn

. Cover leafy vegetable crops with bird-proof netting

IO Plant spring flowering bulbs

Cobham Gardeners’ Society Next Events Both at The Meadow
Rooms Are- Saturday 13" September 2025 Autumn Show & Plant
Sale from 2pm to 3.30pm.

Members will exhibit their home-grown flowers, vegetables, and preserves.
Non-members are welcome free of charge to view the exhibits between 2pm
and 3.30pm. Plants plus tea, coffee and homemade cake will be on sale.
Wednesday 8th October 2024 — 7pm expert speaker talk.

Monet The Painter & Gardener by Dr John Hughes

Monet was from a middle-class family, but his father was not in favour of him
becoming an artist, so Monet did not have an easy life. John’s talk explores how
Monet’s style of painting evolved and why Monet eventually ended up living in
Giverny and how the garden, his love of gardening, were such an important part
of his life & painting. John has visited Monet’s Garden on two occasions Sum-
mer and Autumn plus has photos from the Spring, so will give a snapshot of this
beautiful garden throughout the year. John is a well-respected judge both local-
ly and within the Royal Horticultural Society. Entry to members free, non-
members welcome and pay just £3.

Why not join Cobham Gardeners Society You can apply for membership
at the show, talk or by email. It’s only a modest £10 for the year — money you
get back from free entry into all Gardeners’ expert speaker talks and massive
savings of up to 50% on quality plants at local garden centres. For further details
email cobhamgs@hotmail.co.uk

VONO G A WD
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Prestige Property Maintenance
Old fashioned standards of customer service and a
high quality craftsman finish to all work undertaken

* Repairs and renovations, internal and external

* Painting, decorating and tiling

*  Shelving and cupboards made to measure
*  Furniture and fitted kitchen repairs and restorations
¢ Gardening, fencing, paths and patios

No job too small - References available on request

Contact Kevin by telephone or email to arrange a visit to discuss your requirements

Telephone: 07765 405641 Email: prestigemaintenance@outlook.com

THE MEADOW ROOM
COBHAM
AVAILABLE FOR HIRE
Contact us or visit the website for
full details
www.meadowroom.org.uk

Hire rates start from £36.00 for a 3.5
hour session.

Phone number 01474814879
Email -
meadowroombookings@gmail.com

Discount for parish residents

Registered Charity No 228007

St Mary's Church
Room
Sole Street

Recently refurbished and
fully accessible.

Now Available for hire
£12.00 per hour for local
residents /£15 for
everyone else.

For further details contact
Lynn Ruddock
07928 700490
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SOLE STREET WI
“An Adventure in Peru” was the subject of our July speaker Susan Shaw.
She explained that she chose to visit “darkest Peru” for its natural history,
in particular to see the flowers she used in flower arrangements growing
in the wild and for bird watching, Peru being particularly abundant in wild-
life. Arriving just 2 days after an earthquake, her experiences included
climbing a kapok tree via a precarious spiral ladder, the indignity of being
weighed before a small aircraft trip to a rainforest reserve, the return via
canoe when landslides prevented the arrival of their bus and discovering a
local delicacy was spit roast Guinea pig. She also exhibited several local
craft pieces she had purchased as souvenirs.

Members experienced a
more local venture at the
end of July when we visit-
ed Cobham Hall and en-
joyed a very engaging his-
tory tour with specialist
guide Christoph Bull. Af-
terwards we were also
treated to a delicious
cream tea - with the larg-
est fruit scones | have ever
seen !

In August, when many members can be away on holiday, we hold an infor-
mal garden party. This year it is being held in Kathy’s beautiful garden in
Gold Street next to the paddock. What home-made delicacies and
Prosecco will then flow ....

The next main meeting will take place on Tuesday 23rd September at
7.30pm in the St Mary’s Church Room when Nigel Roberts will be telling
us all about “The Magic of Conjuring”. Members are invited to bring items
for our Harvest Hampers which are sorted as raffle prizes.

Weekly walks in the local countryside continue every Tuesday. At the
next meeting of the craft group members will be mastering floral pine-
craft. For information on this and all our activities please contact our
President, Helen telephone 01474 812448
Molly Isaacs
11
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Lewis Solomon g

1

Funeral Service S

The oldest independently owned and family run
funeral directors in Gravesend and surrounding towns

Especially for the first time, any time of the day or night vou can talk to us
We will attend to evervthing, we can provide for all of vour requirements
We have a private chapel of rest and can provide a fleet of Hearses and
Limousines to compliment a dignified occasion

19 DARNLEY ROAD, GRAVESEND, KENT, DA11 ORZ

24 howr personal service
parking available on site O 1 474 3 5 22 6 1

bespake funeral plans
Email: officefcilewissolomon.co.uk
www.lewissolomon.co.uk

®
GULLANDS

SOLICITORS

Agricultural and Farming Law Commercial Property
Farm Sales and Purchases Construction Law
Conveyancing Landlord and Tenant
Divorce and Family Dispute Resolution
Employment Law Company and Commercial Law
Wills, Estates and Tax Planning Health & Safety Prosecutions
Accident Claims Business Defence
’ Medical Negligence Licensing
Criminal Law Notarial Services

Road Traffic Offences  jnfo@gullands.com www.gullands.com

Whitehall Place | 47 The Terrace | Gravesend | Kent | DA12 2DL | 01474 887688
16 Mill Street | Maidstone | Kent | MEIS5 6XT | 01622 689700
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North Kent Embroiderers

Hello Everyone,
Our last meeting was a combination of two workshops and a ‘stitch and
chat’ session for those not taking part in the instruction.

Sue D was teaching participants how to do the extremely delicate tech-
nique of drawn thread work, while Veronica was showing others Hardan-
ger embroidery. Drawn thread is a form of counted-thread embroi-

dery based on removing threads from the warp and/or the weft of a
piece of even-weave fabric. Decorative stitches are then used to embel-
lish the cloth. Good eyesight is required! Traditionally it has been used
on fine household linens and ecclesiastical robes etc.

Veronica demonstrated the Hardanger technique to a group earlier in the
year and as the day was oversubscribed, this was a second session.
Hardanger is named after a Norwegian fjord and like drawn thread work
is traditionally stitched in white thread on white fabric but in modern
times brighter colours have been introduced to give more variety. Both
groups were incredibly quiet as they had to concentrate hard on counting
the threads of the evenweave fabrics!

Those not taking part had brought their own stitching to do. Linda was
working on a piece of canvas work using a design from the Royal School
of Needlework and | was preparing cut out pieces of fabric for a group of
young magicians to make into waistcoats to wear when they are per-
forming the tricks they have learnt at Magic Camp! As usual, coffee, tea
and cake were available to help us concentrate.

If you would maybe like to start a new hobby and to join our group or
would just like to find out a bit more about us then please pay us a visit -
look at our website https://northkentembroiderers.co.uk/ —

or email us at: info@northkentembroiderers.co.uk or E-,.-f.' E
contact our Chairman, Eileen on 01474 324734
Happy stitching, Karen

All photos with permission.
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CAPABLE

— CLEANERS —

Professional Domestic Cleaning
Services

Are you a busy mum?
Working long hours?
Just need extra help?
Give us a call for reliable
DBS checked staff and

fully insured service!
07545 455742
sophie@capablecleaners.co.uk

www.capablecleaners.co.uk

British O
Acupuncture
Council Member

LUDDESDOWN
VILLAGE HALL

The hire charges are as follows:
from £40 per session (please visit

our website for full details)
Concessions for
parishioners

and members of

LUDDESDOWN SOCIETY

For bookings and enquiries please
contact:
Colin Dickens 07460 242304 or

email lvhbooking@gmail.com
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Forthcoming TWO Women events

16th October -The Bon Jovi Experience

TWO WOMEN EVENTS
6th November - Fleetwood Bac

27th November - Totally Blondie

TWO WOMEN EVENTS

Present:

The BON JOVI EXPERIENCE

Thursday 16th October 2025

St Mary Magdalene Church COBHAM KENT

Doors open at 7pm for 7:30 start

Advance Tickets £25 on www.twowomenevents.com
Fully Licensed Bar, free public car park nearby
Contact: info@twowomenevents.com
Find us on Facebook,Youtube and Instagram
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North Kent Embroiderers
Some of our ladies have been busy stitching new sections to add a VE/V]
panel to our banner. Although we don’t have a meeting during August, we
thought you would like to see them.
If you would maybe like to start a new hobby and to join our group or
would just like to find out a bit more about us then please pay us a visit -
look at our website https://northkentembroiderers.co.uk/
or email us at: info@northkentembroiderers.co.uk or contact our Chair-
man, Eileen on 01474 324734  Happy stitching, Karen

VW shn/, - o old %
abare left grow old
| fanthe years condemsn,
\ @L'“w.w\ng own of thtsun, F
and in the morning
wewlll remember them,

} S 4 'eé

Meopham Library Writing Group will meet again on Thursday 4
September 2025 at 10am. This month’s writing theme is “LOST”, which
can be used as a starting point for a poem, short story or an article and
there is also a writing challenge. Anyone who is interested in writing, either
as a beginner or a more experienced writer, is warmly invited to join our
small, friendly group. New members are always very welcome. Creative
writing is a very enjoyable activity, which can be used to record special
memories for the family and can also help people who are facing difficult
times. Future meetings will be on 2" October., 6™ November and 4™ De-
cember.

Please ring 01474 813379 for more information.
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BELL RINGING by Peter Hartley

Weddings and bells go together like a horse and carriage or strawberries
and cream. Church weddings are less frequent these days but ringers will
always ensure the bells are rung if that is the bride’s wish.

Usually we ring after the wedding service so we climb up the tower stairs
to the ringing room while the wedding service is taking place below. At
the end of the service when the bride and groom process down the aisle
we get a signal and start to ring as the newly married couple leave the
church. Husband and wife are greeted outside by the happy sound of bells
at the start of their married life together.

Finishing ringing, one person per rope per bell, we come twirling down
the tower stairs and out into the churchyard. Looking across we might
see the numerous photographs being taken of the bride and groom by
their excited guests specially dressed in honour of the great day. Mean-
while us casually dressed ringers wander away having made our especial
contribution to a joyous day. Full-circle bell ringing with its particular tra-
ditional sound is the work of people and not of technology nor even of
Al.

At Wimbledon this year the line judges, in their smart uniforms, were
sadly missing replaced by, not infallible, technology. At least the players
are still required to wear white.

The Reverend John Thorneycroft Hartley, the Victorian vicar of
Burneston in North Yorkshire, unfortunately not an ancestor but there
are many Hartleys in Yorkshire, would have worn whites when he won
Wimbledon in 1879 and 1880 and was runner-up in 1881. He is the only
vicar ever to have won Wimbledon.

The newspaper article, passed to me by fellow collegian Peter Harvey,
tells the story of this priest who in 1879 was surprised to win his Wim-
bledon quarter-final. Then he had to rush back to his Yorkshire parish to
take the Sunday services when he also visited a dying parishioner. Still in
the tournament, the next morning he rode to Thirsk, caught the train to
London, changed into his tennis clothes in the horse-drawn cab to Wim-
bledon and went on to win the championship. Victorian vicars were
remarkable.
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St John’s Meopham with St Mildred’s Nurstead

Church Services September 2025

Wednesday 3™ September 10am Holy Communion at St John’s

Sunday 7" September

Wednesday 10" Sept

Sunday 14" Sept

Wednesday 17" Sept

Sunday 21* Sept

Wednesday 24" Sept

Sunday 28" Sept

Wednesday |** October

9.45am Morning Worship & Baptism at St John’s
I 1.30am Holy Communion at St Mildred’s

I0am Holy Communion at St John’s Centre

9.45am Holy Communion at St John’s
I 1.30am Mattins at St Mildred’s

3pm Sunday Afternoon Club —

all families welcome

10am Holy Communion at St John’s Centre

9.45am Morning Worship & Baptism at St John’s
I'1.15am Churches Prayer Meeting at St John’s
Centre

|0am Holy Communion at St John’s Centre

10.30am Harvest Thanksgiving at St John’s
Meopham for all four parishes

I0am Holy Communion at St John’s Centre
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Cobham, Luddesdowne and Sole Street

Church Services during September 2025

Sunday 7" September

10:30am Holy Communion (BCP) Cobham

Sunday 14" September

10:30am Holy Communion, Luddesdowne

Sunday 2 |** September

10:30am Holy Communion, Cobham

Sunday 28" September

10:30am Harvest Thanksgiving at St John’s

Meopham for all four parishes

Midweek services in Sole Street

St Mary’s Church Room, Informal Morning Prayer
9:30am 3", 10", 17" and 24" September
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Meetings & Shows at the Meadow Room in Dickensian Cobham, Kent
SatNav DA123BZ Registered Charity No 228007

Saturday 13th September 2025 - 2:00-3:30pm
Cobham Gardeners’ Society

Autumn Show
& Plant Sale

Gardenin Tlps *Adult & Junior Show Categories
Flowers, etables, Preserves & Photographic
Tea co ee & home made cake on sale

Free Entry. Extra car parking Cobham Cricket Club

| f Sharing a love of gardening ... locally!
| &

cobhamgs@hotmail.co.uk

CHIROPODIST

HOME VISITING SERVICE
FOOT CARE AND ADVICE

IN THE COMFORT OF YOUR OWN HOME
HCPC registered chiropodist/podiatrist with over 20

years’ experience
Anna Mapp MSSCh MBChA
01474 812494 or 07977 465452
anna.mapp773@gmail.com
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/l '\)) HEDGE & FENCING

SPECIALIST

© ALL HEDGES AND SHRUBS TRIMMED, REDUCED AND REMOVED
& STUMP GRINDING SERVICE

© ALL STYLES OF FENCING SUPPLIED AND INSTALLED

© SLEEPERS AND DECKING SUPPLIED AND INSTALLED

& ALL STYLES OF GATES SUPPLIED AND INSTALLED

TREE STUMP
MHL) REMOVAL
SERVICES

O FULLY INSURED
O REGISTERED WASTE CARRIER

© FREE ESTIMATES Q
CALL MATTHEW ON: OREMAIL #

07796 41 6607 mhlgurden.care@yuhoo.co.uk

OR 01732 822467
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CELLAR
DOOR

Experience the welcoming atmosphere of
the Silverhand Estate Cellar Door, where JOIN US FOR OUR FARMERS MARKET

every visit reveals the unique stories every third Saturday of each month
behind our exceptional wines.

Sunday - Thursday
11:00 - 18:00

Friday - Saturday
11:00 - 21:00

Silverhand Estate Cellar Door, Luddesdown Rd,
Luddesdown, Gravesend, DA13 OXE

‘. +44(0)330 122 5290 (© silverhandestate f silverhandestate silverhandestate.com

NOW AVAILABLE

12:00PM - 3:00PM
MONDAY AND TUESDAY

VISIT OUR WEBSITE FOR ALLOPENING HOURS
MONDAY TO SUNDAY

| The Lion, Luddesdown Rd, Luddesdown,
Gravesend DAI3 OXE

BOOK NOW

Q¢ +44 (013301225290  (O) thelionluddesdown  § The Lion Luddesdown thelionluddesdown.com




LUDDESDOWN PARISH COUNCIL MEETINGS

7.30pm Monday 15th September
7.30pm Monday 17th November

All meetings will be taking place at Luddesdown Village Hall.

http://www.luddesdown-pc.gov.uk/community/luddesdown-parish-
council/

COBHAM PARISH COUNCIL MEETINGS 2025

All meetings will start at 7.30pm

9" September 2025 - St Mary’s Church Room

7™ October 2025 - Meadow Room

4™ November 2025 - St Mary’s Church Room

2" December 2025 — Budget Meeting - Meadow Room

http://www.cobham-kent-pc.gov.uk/

Cobham Hall - open to the public for the last time in 2025
On: Sunday 19" October 2025
One of the guides will be Christoph Bull
Opens from 2pm-tours at intervals until 4pm

|deal opportunity to follow up the 6™ October talk at The Reliance-come
and see the most important local family abode in Gravesham.
Entrance fee: £6-concessions £5. Cream tea with Cobham Hall scones
and cakes available at extra cost in the Gilt Hall.
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WentWarth

PLUMBING & HEATING

07904 103484
info@wentworthplumbing-heating.
¢ Plumbing
o Heating
e Gas & LPG.

o Installation, Repair and servicing.
o Based locally in Sole Street, Cobham.

COBHAM TREE
SURGERY

IT Solutions Kent Ltd

All aspects of work undertaken

_ Tall & Dangerous Trees
ITSu pport Hedge trimming
. £5 million Public liability insurance
CCTV - Networking Most waste organically recycled
Call for a free quotation:
0333 050 2446 07789261474

Stuart@cobhamtreesurgery.co.uk
support@itsk.co.uk WWW.COBHAMTREESURGERY.CO.UK

KCC TRADING STANDARDS APPROVED
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ST MARY’S ""‘

CHURCH ROOM

Local Funding Group 24
COFFEE MORNING

ST MARY’S CHURCH ROOM
2ND THURSDAY OF EVERY MONTH at 10.30am

Meet old Friends and make new Friends
DATES FOR 2025
| Ith September
9th October

I3th November

I I1th December
2026
8th January

THE TUESDAY
POP-IN

Meetings are held at the Leather Bottle on the second
Tuesday of the month from 10.30 till 12 noon; all are welcome to
join us for a relaxed
chat and coffee.

Next pop-in Tues 9th September
CONTACT: MARY PALMER—01474816788




Consilio

Partnership

/V
Garden Design - gardens tailored {o ) your needs
Landscaping - fulllandscaping sefvice
Garden Maintenance - regular visits to one off tidy-ups

Consilio offer a comprehensive range of
garden services through our team of fully
quallfled & experienced profesﬁ’onals

O

4
Lé‘ﬁdscapmg Services include:
driveways-patios-fencing-decking-
water features-planting-turfing-etc.

Please contact us with your enquiry or ask a member of staff

01474 247 Q77
O3 11 381858

enq@consiliopartnership.com
www.consiliopartnership.com
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September is the 200" anniversary of the first ever passenger-carrying railway,
between Stockton and Darlington.

1825 - 200 years of the train

The engine, all clanky and smoky
The passengers standing in trucks
A journey both shaky and choky

But a new age of travel was struck.

The railways spread out like spiders
Till covering all of our Isles
In general delighting their riders

Who normally got there with smiles.

So many long years of reaching
Our goals with whistles and toots

Till along came a daft man called ‘Beeching’

Who cut it all back to its roots.

Today it’s the roads that are choking
Car drivers are hooting — in vain.
Doc Beeching might think | am joking

But they’re building new railways again!

By Nigel Beeton
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Absolute DIY Services ]()HN GREEN
All aspects of DIY covered, from DEC ()R LTD

hanging a blind to a complete

room makeover, painting / l
decorating, flooring, flat pack
assembly, no job too small, and

all at

N ALL ASPECTS OF PAINTING
competitive AND DECORATING
prices. INCLUDING WALLPAPER

HANGING, PAINT
EFFECTS AND SPRAYING
Darren Lawrence wicd) (MR LA ST

Sole Street, =
07841 51 8255 f 01474 812853

Stephen P Gay MEDWAY METALS LTD
Memorials Inc.

Horlocks Buyers of all scrap

metal & car batteries

QUICK PAYMENT

<

SPECIALISTS IN MONUMENTAL 01634 297423
MASONRY
120 Old Road West
G ravesend UNIT 6 SHAMEL PARK, MEDWAY CENTRE EST.

COMMISSIONERS ROAD, STROOD

Kent, DAIIl OLR
Tel: 01474 321003

ME2 4HQ
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Miscellaneous observations on life

If you think you're too small to have an impact, try going to bed with a
mosquito in the room. - Anita Koddick

Don't give up on yourself. God doesn’t. Even Moses was once a basket
case. — Anon

If you want to forget all your other troubles, wear too tight shoes. - Anon

Millions long for immortality who don't know what to do with themselves
on a rainy Sunday afternoon. - Susan Ertz

Be who you are and say what you feel, because those who mind don't
matter and those who matter don't mind. - Dr Seuss

The only normal people are the ones you don't know very well. - Foe Ancis

Children are a great comfort in your old age, and they help you reach it
faster too. - Lionel Kauffman

Experience is that marvellous thing that enables you to recognise a mis-
take when you make it again. - FP Jones




All Seasons garden Maintenance

Local and reliable service
Grass and Hedge cutting, Border Maintenance, Pruning
Pressure washing,
Full public liability insurance
References available from existing customers
Contact John - Home: 01322 423063 (Based in Gravesend)

Mobile: 07951 429175 Email: boaz26@live.co.uk

APEX PEST CONTROL
Mole catching, Wasp nests, Rodents

24/7 service

Cobham
arquees

AtTENTively Yours...

Here to provide you with a fully personalised service

Catering for garden parties, corporate and sporting events
High specification - best quality equipment used

Site survey and no obligation quotation

Freephone 0800 389 8298
Office 01474 815150 Mobile 07766 681151
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- Robin

%: Hunter

Tree Surgery
Garden Design
Fencing & Gares

Tel: 07775 971380
Email: robinhunt1@ hotmail.co.uk

ce

™V ddmg hair available ort%est

i Hair extension by appoin (Tuesday only)

B/Late Evenings (Monday & Thqfsaays
£5OFF PERMS & COLOURING

o WITHTHIS ADVERT s
= =

p o

HAIR STYU"S"TS
Station Approach, Meopham, Kent -




1880

Harvel House Café
Ice Cream Parlour
Pizza & Grill

Sweet Shop
www.harvelhousefarm.co.uk

Harvel House, Harvel Lane, Harvel Rd, Meopham
Gravesend, DA13 0DH

f HarvelHouseFarmShop harvelfarmshop g 01474 814433
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Can the Mice

make their way

to the cream
tea like the

Sole Street WI
ladies?

d (ﬁ'”i»
~))! ) A
_<

—

| have been making the most of the
sunny summer weather with visits
to the seaside, the river, the parks
and some big castles and my walks
around the parish.

| expect you have been enjoying
the school holidays with your
special human beans, but as the
summer fades and you have to
prepare for the autumn term you
might be feeling a little bit sad.
Don’t! - as the autumn is great, you
get to be back with all your school
friends, there will be Harvest
festivals, Halloween and Guy
Fawkes Night not
to mention all the
new things you'll
learn at school. :
So chin up and put &
your best paw
forward!!
Love and licks
Paddy

33



Need a Plumber?

Your local plumber is

Graham Hickson

Reliable, prompt and reasonable prices

20% discount on labour with this magazine

Graham Hickson

07968 551 562 g.hickson@btinternet.com

VAT Sole Free Trader

Based m Cobham
o Btioh Will Whiters

07942999010
hiipe//www btishwillwriters.com

ADVERTISING RATES IN THE MAGAZINE

Page Size | Year 6 months | month Dimensions (mm)

Wills & Trusts
Powers o1 Attomey

Totally Confidential

Friendly and Professional
Free Consultafion

Vs page £60 £36 £13 W:65 H:90
V2 page £105  £56 £18 W:135 H:90
Full page £195  £100 £34 W:135 H:185

cobandlud.office@btinternet.com
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On 3" September, the Church remembers St Gregory the Great (540 —
604AD), one of the most important popes and influential writers of the
Middle Ages. He is well worth remembering, because he also changed the
course of history in the British Isles. The son of a very rich Roman sena-
tor, Gregory converted as a young man, and then sold his vast estates to
found six monasteries in Sicily and a seventh in Rome. He gave generous-
ly to the poor and became a monk.

Christians in England owe him a great deal. When Gregory came across
some English slaves for sale in Rome, he asked who they were, and was
told, “They are Angles.” Moved with compassion for these despised men,
he replied, “They are not Angles, but angels!” He planned to go to Eng-
land to evangelize the Angles, but plague broke out in Italy about 590,
and during this time he was elected Pope. But Gregory did not forget the
Angles. In 596 He sent Augustine to England, and so indirectly became
the apostle of the English.

Gregory History Son Roman Senator Converted Young Estates
Monasteries Generous Poor Monk English Slaves Angels

Angles Plague Pope Apostle elected
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Families, Faith and Fun

Sunday Afternoon v, |
Club in the St John’s

Centre:

Stories, music, crafts and
games for children aged 3 - 12 : -
and their adults. 3.00pm. o
For further information contact September 14
Jill on 01474 8136320rJanon  October 12
01732 823753 November 9 (4.00pm)

Family-Friendly Services in St John’s Church

Harvest Thanksgiving

September 28 10.30am

Together with friends from Nurstead,
Cobham and Luddesdown, thanking and
blessing farmers near and far.

Christingle service

December 14 3.00pm
Light in the darkness to support The
Children’s Society

Christmas Crib Service

December 24 4.00pm
Celebrating the best story ever!

Wrotham Road, Meopham DA13 1AA
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