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7 Greenacres

Borough Green Road, Ightham, Kent, TN15 9JA 01732 884726

SUNMIER [PLANTNG

¢ Bedding plants, vegetable plants, soft fruit and seeds
e Fruit trees, shrubs, roses, perennials and herbs
e Compost, pots, fertilisers, logs and charcoal
¢ Gardening tools, fertilisers, plant feed & planting accessories
e Local farm produce, strawberries, cherries and raspberries
e Simply ice cream, lollies cheeses and cakes
e Treat yourself to a coffee available in farm shop
e Westock -—COOK— frozen meals & desserts
Open every day: 9am-5pm

sales@greenacresgardencentre.co.uk "

* Trustpilot

amsian ltd

ol Central Heating & Gas Engineers

% “you may not need a local &
reliable gas engineer today,

just remember our name
for the day you do”

L

L4
Service Installation Repair
01732 885882

www.samsian.co.uk

Seasoned Hardwood Logs
DGS I

Drarm groumsd s rvioes el

Beautiful Gardens,
Year-Round Care! Kindling - £7.50 per net

Transtform vour outdoor Logs -£100 per bulk hag
space with our expert - £30 per small bag

oardening services

Call: 01732 247726 Discounts available on large orders
Free Delivery available

Here to Help Your @L{A® 0
=

Locally sourced!

s Grow e Libby: 07538970206
Scan 1o view our @g% S charie. 07796551 S09
new website ’ :

info@landwayfarm.co.uk

Su}ay[iecf ﬁy Lanc[way Farm
@ L) Travel

Dream - Explore - Discover

Tuesday 16t September

Lunch Cruising the Thames

Luxury Coach from Borough Green
2 hours cruising the Thames

Email: lisa@ljtravel.co.uk enjoying a Ploughman’s
Call: 01732 886968 £ 73 . : ;
Orpopinto see us.. 34 High Street, BG e O O lunch and time at leisure in

Windsor

Contact us to reserve your place...
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FOURWAYS

ENGINEERING
]

7]
ff EsT. 1973 =

Specialists in all Classic and Sports Car Restoration

and all Vehicles General Servicing
Unit 12 Platt Industrial Estate, Maidstone Road,
St Marys Platt, Sevenoaks, Kent, TN 15 8JL

Telephone: 01732 884 288

Email: info@fourwaysgroup.co.uk

J”=\ TT's Seafood Van
Availoble for bl Occasions

We can serve our
Hot Food and Cold Food
at your Event

Please call: 075492 929226

Call 07592 929226
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SATURDAY 9th & o
SUNDAY 10th AUGUST

AWARD WINNING NURSERIES |
GARDEN PRODUCTS | EXPERT
ADVICE | ARTISTS AND CRAFTS IN

THE MARQUEE | PIMMS

LIVE JAZZ FROM ‘THE KENT
YOUTH JAZZ ORCHESTRA’ ON
SATURDAY AND ‘STRINGS AND

THINGS’ ON SUNDAY

> :@ PRE-BOOK
DAY TICKETS
ONLINE

GREAT COMP
MEMBERS

ADMITTED
FREE

WANT TO KNOW
WHAT YOUR
BUSINESS WOULD

LOOK LIKE WITH
TRULY, FLEXIBLE
OFFICE SPACE?

CONTACT US @ Churchill Square Business Centre, Kings Hill, West Malling, Kent, ME19 4YU
01732 523 415 Email: churchill.square@capitalspace.co.uk
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GROUNDWORKS

Offering a wide range of services
within the Platt and Borough Green
areas.

e Driveways — Resin, Tamac and

Block Paving

e Patios

o Fenc_ing —including emergency
repairs
Artificial Grass
Concrete Pads
Brickwork

e Porches and Extensions
Contact details:
enquiries@mcglynngroundworks.com
Office — 01622 278732
Mobile — 07916 398549

Website —
www.mcglynngroundworks.com

The Birkbeck Chiropody &
Podiatry Practice

Health Professions Council (HPC)
Registered Podiatrists

Open Monday to Saturday
Daytime & Evening Appointments
Easy Car Parking

01732 883271 A’ &

Woodlands,172 Maidstone Road,
Borough Green, Sevenoaks TN15 8JD

To01732 883271
Wobirkbeckpodiatry.com

Telephone: % z)j\ P

Do you miss being able to walk as much as you used to?
Are you struggling with daily tasks ?

Getting in and out the car, climbing stairs, shopping?
Why not try Keep Phytt?
Physiotherapy led exercise classes
Monday and Tuesday at Potters Mede
Thursday at Chalkbox gym

For more info call Carole 01732 780909

carole@boroughgreenphysio.co.uk

35+ years as a physio and still passionate about making a difference in your life

/I

'-_".T"-__‘..‘;-\_\_ s . -
@r% Borough Green  \

Physiotherapy

Specialist in working with the over 50s

For more details contact: secretary@thealexandrasalestrust.co.uk

Potash Farmshop

Comp Lane, St Mary’s Platt, Kent TN15 8NR

Alexander Hunt 01732 882734  www. kentlshcobnuts com
Open every day by appointment Par

Visit us for:

. Kentish Cobnuts

o Kentish Walnuts Green
° Pecan nuts Cobnuts
. Almonds

. Chestnuts

Also a wide selection of nut-based products including
brittles, fudges, chocolates, biscuits, oils, sauces, preserves, soaps, balms,
nut candles and nut diffusers, nut crackers and more.
All fruit & nut trees available for your garden: www.walnuttrees.co.uk

potash-fiarm
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Index to Adverts - rates on p2 Garden and Other Services
Accommodation/Office Space Dyson Ground Services inside back cover
Capital Space i G F Harris Garden Services 20
Car Servicing Greenacres Garden Centre inside front
G R Servicing 4 cover
Fourways Engineering iv J Lawrenson, Tree and Fencing 4
Clocks McGlynn Groundworks ii
Clock Kent 10 | | Seasoned Hardwood Logs inside back
cover
Computers Gas Appliance Services
P C Matters 4 Samsian inside front cover
Wrotham Computer Care 10 Glass and Glazing Services
Decorating/ Handyman Borough Green Glassworks 26
John Ballantyne 32| | Health & Beauty/Therapy
Entertainment & Leisure Birkbeck Chiropody & Podiatry i
Great Comp | Borough Green Physiotherapy i
Electrician PW Physiotherapy 10
A Palmer 20 | pest control
Dave Carroll 101 | protego Pest Control 26
Food & Catering Plumbing/Central Heating
Organic Free-range Eggs 32 | I'ops - Definitive Property Services 4
Potash Farm ii Karl Burrluck 20
TJ's Seafood iV | | Travel Agent
Funeral/Memorial Directors L J Personal Travel inside back cover
Welham Jones, Funeral Directors | 26

MEMORIAL HALL BOOKINGS
The bookings diary can be viewed and bookings may be made online
through the Hallmaster diary system at
www.plattmemorialhall.org/scheduler/

The bookings secretary is Rachael Melling, 07490 957060 or
secretary@plattmemorialhall.org

VILLAGE NEWS

950 copies published by St Mary’s Platt Church for the community
and delivered free 10 times a year to all houses in St Mary’s Platt, Wrotham Heath,
Comp, Crouch, Basted Mill and the Old Sawmill.
Church Address: Long Mill Lane, Platt, Sevenoaks, Kent TN15 S8NE
See also the church website: stmarysplattchurch.org.uk

Vicar - vacancy

Lay Minister, Pastoral Assistant and Anna Chaplain
Jane Sankey, Orchard House, 71 Sevenoaks Rd, Borough Green, TN15 8AR
email: martinandjane@potters-hill.co.uk 01732 883212

Reader
Jan Martin, Flat 13, Roman Court, Borough Green, TN15 8NY
email: kenjan@btinternet.com 07817 526175
Churchwardens
Margaret Vick, 32 Station Road, Borough Green, Kent TN15 8EY
email: mvick41l@gmail.com 07973 520542
Lucilla Mackay, 67 Crouch Lane, Borough Green, TN15 8LU
email: lucilla@themount65.co.uk 07887 518855
PCC Hon. Treasurer
Richard Allewell, Rookery Dene, Long Mill Lane, St Mary’s Platt, TN15 8NA
email: rallewell@hotmail.com 07921 455521
PCC Hon. Secretary
Richard Hughes, 38 Greenlands, St Mary’s Platt, TN15 8LL
email: richardvhughes@yahoo.co.uk 01732 886260
Village News magazine

Editor Jane Sankey, Orchard House, 71 Sevenoaks Rd, Boro’ Green, TN15 8AR
email: martinandjane@potters-hill.co.uk 01732 883212

Deputy Editor Lucilla Mackay, 67 Crouch Lane, Boro’ Green, TN15 8LU
email: lucilla@themount65.co.uk 07887 518855

Advertising for Village News
Richard Hughes, 38 Greenlands, St Mary’s Platt, TN15 8LL
email: richardvhughes@yahoo.co.uk 01732 886260

Clerk to Platt Parish Council
Jackie Davies, Bluebell Place, Grange Rd, St Mary’s Platt, TN15 8LD

email: clerk@plattparishcouncil.gov.uk 01732 886822
Parish Council website

https://plattparishcouncil.gov.uk
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ADVERTISEMENT RATES

FOR VILLAGE NEWS FROM MARCH 2025

Enquiries to Richard Hughes (see contact details on p1).

Please make all cheques out to St Mary’s Platt PCC.
If out of local area, please send sae for copy of Village News if required
If possible, please send adverts in Word, Publisher or Power Point.

Index to Contents

Rates given are per month / per calendar year (10 issues)

Colour Black & White
Premium position on inside cover %2 | Annual £320 N/a
page
Premium position on inside cover %a | Annual £162 N/a
page
12 Page (12 x 8.5cm) from £35 / £275 [£25 /£200
12 Page (6 x 8.5cm) from £18 / £142 |£13 / £100
NOTICE BOARD (small ads) Up to 20 words £6.30 / £50

Please Note: external advertising in this magazine does not imply an
endorsement or promotion of the advertisement, nor its content, products
or services. Errors & omissions, whilst regrettable, may occur.

HEEEENEFEEFEEEFFE N FE NN FE NN E NN N NN NN NN N NN NN NN NEENEEEEEEENE BNy
1 Please support our advertisers as they support us.

Copy and Collating dates for Village News
The next issue is for September
Copy to the editor by Wednesday 13th August
Collating: Fri. 29th August

There are hard copies and an online edition of this magazine
available.

Articles to be under 600 words except by arrangement with the editor.

For the October issue:
Copy date: Wed. 10th September collating Fri. 26th September

Photo for Potash Farm advert taken by Chris Jeffrey, LRPS.
Cover photo taken by Scott Wishart and cover designed by him.

Memorial Hall Bookings 36
A Sprinkle of Stardust 25 Memorial Hall Garden 17
Bag2School 22 Mission Giving 12
BGWu3a 30 Monday Badminton Club 35
Borough Green Food Bank 31 Neighbourhood Prayers 8
B. Green Food Bank Store Appeal 33 Not the Vicar's Newsletter 5
Borough Green Library 31 Platt Church Choir 3
Borough Green Medical Practice 31 Platt Ladies Group 17
Café Platt 24 Platt Parish Council News 15
Children's Church 8 Platt Recipe of the Month 28
Choral Evensong 12 Platt School News 29
Church Registers Platt Stitchers 17
Copy and Collating dates 2 Platt Woods Volunteers Day 29
Family Water Safety Fun Day 13 Potters Tots Playgroup 32
Farewell & a Big Thank You, Cathy |14 Prayer Diary 11
Flag Days Soul Sessions 8
Flowers for Your Special Service 7 Soup and Puds 8
For Younger Readers 23 Splatt & Mini-Splatt
From the Editor 6 Stained Glass Windows 99
From Your MP 30 Strawberry Tea and Fair 16
Fundraising for Ghana School 27 Thank you from Lorraine 5
Future Diary Dates 33| |T & Malling Ramblers 21
Health Walks 31| |village Jottings 13
Ightham & District Gardeners Club | 24 What's on in Church and
Light up the Tower 9 Community in July and August 18 |19

MONDAY BADMINTON CLUB

The club plays at Platt Memorial Hall on Monday afternoons from 2pm to
4pm. If you are interested in joining or finding out more about the group,

please contact Jane on jane.pover@gmail.com We have men as well as

women, so all are welcome.
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PARISH NOTICE BOARD — small ads Not the Vicar’s Newsletter! S5

Thank You from Lorraine 5

PC Matters — For all your computer needs PHONE SOCKETS Choral Evensong On a summer’s Evening 12
Computer running slowly? New phone/Broadband/ Data wiring Village Jottings 13

Got a virus? Move Routers/Speed plates/Extensions Family Water Safety Fun Day 14

Need a wireless network? Fault-finding repairs/Wire re-routing Farewell and a Big Thank You, Cathy 14

For all computer problems, Call G Nugent Strawberry Fair and Tea 16

Call 01732 848988 /07904 910400 Tel: 07845 705900 What's on in July and August 18,19
25 years BT/Insured/CRB Bag2School 22

A Sprinkle of Stardust 25

Slimming World Group on Invicta Pianos Fundraising for Ghana School 27

Wednesdqys All aspects of piano tuning, repairs, & restorations.

e ) ® ! r
(Sllmmll’l Serving Kent since 1982
M 8am, 9.30am, | | 1\ id Fry F.LM.LT., MP.T.A(TECH), LAP.B.T.

5.30pm and 7pm 01732 763888 or 07796 293274 CHURCH REGISTERS
in Borough Green Village Hall. davidrfry@outlook.com E I
Phone Anita on 07725 484 361 www.invictapianos.com unera
23rd June Barbara Roots, formerly of Pine View
D.P.S followed by burial in the churchyard

Definitive Plumbing Services is now Service in Platt Church conducted by Revd Lorraine Turner
Definitive Property Services
Same High Quality Service
(see ad. on page 8)

Contact: Mark Jeffery
Tel: 01732 882538 Mob: 07813 353493
Email: sales@dpsplumbing.com

We offer our sincere condolences to Barbara’s family and friends

FLAG DAYS
We will be flying the St George’s flag from the church tower |

on 15th August to mark the festival of our church’s patron
saint, the Blessed Virgin Mary.

/o /o /o /. /0 /o /o /o /o /. /0 /. /o /o /o /o /. /. /o /o /o /o /.
/. /. /. /. /0 /. /. /. /. /o /0 /. /. /. /. /. /. /. /. /. /0 /. /.
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HEALTH WALKS

The Monday Health Walks continue as usual, including Bank Holiday

N

Chris Jeffrey and David Palmer

Mondays, leaving from the foot of St Mary's Platt church steps at 10am
on Mondays. Please check with your walk leader or Jan Bryce: 01732 PLATT CHURCH CHOIR

885048, jan.brycel1954@gmail.com.. ] . ) ) .
The 4-part choir practises at 19.30 on Fridays in the church (though with

Returning and new walkers are welcome. We walk for about 75 minutes some weeks’ break in the summer). More voices welcome. No auditions!
through the woods and along local footpaths with occasional sections on . .
roads. After the walk, refreshments are served in the Garden Room. For more details, please contact Bridgett Jeffrey on 01732 887376.

Abbreviations and locations:

MH = Memorial Hall, CR = Memorial Hall Committee Room.

The Hall is accessed off the A25 via Platinum Way, TN15 8FH or via the
steps (just by the pedestrian lights).

GR = Garden Room (adjoining the church)

Stonehouse Field - signposted from Long Mill Lane.
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D.P.S.

Definitive Property
Services
The same quality
PLUMBING Service
Now to include
Property Maintenance,
Repairs & Vacation
Services
Free Surveys/Estimates
Contact: Mark Jeffery
Tel: 01732 882538
Mob: 07813 353493

Email: dpsplumbing@yahoo.com
(we have WhatsApp too)

J. Lawrenson

Tree and Fencing Specialist

* Hedge cutting, reduction and removal
* Tree pruning, felling and surgery
* Stump and garden clearance
* All types of fencing supplied and erected,
including panel and close boarded

Fully Insured
All waste and cuttings recycled

Please call James on
07759 137817 2408
01732 849295 34 ;

Or email
j.lawrenson@hotmail.com

VILLAGE NEWS DIARY - FUTURE DATES, NO DETAILS

Here is a list of village diary dates already arranged for the months ahead.
Do let me have any dates where events are already planned, to avoid
clashes occurring - just dates, event and contact number, even if they are
provisional. Please indicate whether the date is firm or not. I will update
this diary monthly.

*denotes information elsewhere in this magazine. Ed.

Please let us know of plans for future dates so they can be added to this
list.

August

Saturday 2nd Strawberry Fair and Tea
September

Friday 26th MacMillan Coffee morning

Sunday 28th Harvest Festival

PC Matt@

“For all your computer needs”

@ Virus / Spyware removal

® Wireless network installations
® PC rebuilds and upgrades

® New PC advice and installations
® Websites / email setups

® Small Business and Home Users

All work carried out by a Microsoft Certified
Professional, please call for a quote.

info@pcmattersitd.co.uk
www.pcmattersltd.co.uk

Tel: 01732 848988 / 07904 910400

GR Servicing Ltd
Vehicle Servicing
and Repairs

Unit 16
Orchard
Place
Business
Centre
Seven Mile Lane

01732 882725
Speak to Richard or Grant

BOROUGH GREEN FOOD BANK STORE APPEAL

The food bank is a lifeline in our community, supporting families in Platt,
Wrotham and Ightham as well as Borough Green. Run by the Church of
the Good Shepherd in Borough Green, it is facing a challenge.

This appeal is for funds to build a new store house. A larger, more
efficient storage facility will enable the food bank to continue to meet
rising need. By accepting more food and streamlining the operation it will
mean that the food bank will be better able to serve those struggling to
make ends meet.

Please support this appeal for the vital work done by COGS. The aim is to
raise £15,000 to build and furnish the store. You can donate by Bank
transfer: sort code: 40-02-39, account number: 81189883, a/c name:
Church of the Good Shepherd, reference Foodbankstore; alternatively, by
cheque made payable to Church of the Good Shepherd (please write Food
Bank Store on the back). (All donations go into a reserved fund dedicated
to the food bank and may be Gift Aided.)

Move it

A South London clergyman who was appointed to another living received
a letter from a firm of furniture removers. It assured him: “Dear Sir, we
would like to remove you. In the last year we have removed 40 South
London clergymen, to the entire satisfaction of all concerned.”

Courtesy of Parish Pump
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Handyman

All DIY work for reasonable rates

Painting and Decorating,
Kitchen Fitting,
Decking, Fencing,
Sheds and all Carpentry work,
Flat pack assembly,

Jet Washing.

General property maintenance

No job too small

John Ballantyne
Home: 01732 884387
Mobile: 07890 034846

Organic
Free-range Eggs

Open 10am to 4pm
Home delivery available

Long Meadow Farm,
Crouch Lane
Borough Green, Kent
TN15 8QL

01732-887166
07941-126153

o s = O 2 e o

a (@) (6] O (2] a

~) Potters Tots Playgrovp [~
Potters Mede, Borough Green, TN15 7RD O

///fund.olive.loose
Fridays 9.30-11am term time only. .
£2.50 first child. 50p per sibling.
@]
Toys, craft, baby area, singing, snacks and drinks included

v w o O 9 w © (@} v ‘

NOT THE VICAR’S NEWSLETTER!
Hello everyone,

It's my pleasure to write this month’s letter. I do so just a week after
Lorraine, our vicar, celebrated her final service at St Mary’s. At the end of
the service, we presented her with a very big card, and gifts which
included a cobnut tree, to remind her of Platt. This was followed by drinks
and a buffet.

Lorraine will be very much missed by us all and by the time you read this,
she will have been installed in Kerry Church. We wish her and Chris all the
very best in their new life in Wales.

As we miss her, I can't help thinking about the disciples and how they
must have felt when Jesus finally ascended to Heaven. They received the
gift of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost, to help them. And it is our help too. We
may be without a vicar for a while, but we are not without help.

So, do remember, our building is still open each day. Our usual events will
carry on, (see details in the magazine) and our services will still take place
each Sunday, even if there may be the occasional change to the type of
service. Your church, St Mary’s Platt is still very much alive and here for
you. We hope to see you.

God bless,
Jan Martin, Reader, 07817 526175

P.S. "What is a Reader?” you may ask.

The short answer is that a Church of England Reader is a Lay Minister who,
after three years of initial training, and followed by continuous training,
year by year, is authorised to teach, preach and lead some of the services
in church. (Among other duties!). Both Jane, the editor of Village News,
and I have been Readers for many, many years!

THANK YOU FROM LORRAINE
Hello,

Just a short note to thank you for the wonderful send-off. I have really
appreciated the many kind words about my ministry, and it has been
lovely to see so many of you at my last service and in the surrounding
days. I can’t wait to plant my tree in Wales and will send a photograph.
Thank you for your generous gift, which will certainly come in handy
moving to a new home.

God bless you in all you do as you continue to work for the justice and
peace of God’s Kingdom for our world.

Warmest regards,
Lorraine



FROM THE EDITOR
One potato, two potato, three potato, four...

If you wander into the church on a Tuesday morning at about 11:30 you
will probably hear peals of laughter coming from the Garden Room. It
would be a ‘Love to Move’ session in full swing. Did you read all about it in
the June Village News on page 14?2 It is every bit as good as described,
probably even better. As a young child in the school playground you
probably had no difficulty at all playing one potato, two potato, three
potato four..., a time when both sides of your brain were developing
together. Some people, doing it when older, discover that it needs a little
more concentration. For others it is no problem, and they see just how
quickly they can do it. Can you pat your head and rub your tummy at the
same time? Maybe you can, but watch the class sitting in a circle, on
chairs, trying to move one forefinger up and down vertically while making
a triangle with the other forefinger!

The hour-long class is very varied, great fun and challenging at times. The
next four sessions are funded through the T&M Community Grant Scheme.
Why not come along and see if it is for you? If enough people wish to carry
on after the eight sessions it will continue, but there will be a charge.

If you wander into the church in the morning on Monday 21 July, you will
hear different sounds as it will be the Platt School Year 6 Leavers service.
Every year the class produces a song or display to mark the seven years
many of them have spent together from the beginning of their school
careers. It is a most moving service in which they also recall memorable
times and events shared with their friends.

Most of them will be excited at the big move ahead of them in September
but will also feel some slight trepidation. As much as they look forward to
new adventures most will initially miss their friends from Platt. Many of the
parents admit to feeling anything but dry-eyed on this occasion. Many
thanks to Scott Wishart, particularly from the parents, for the captivating
photo of the Year 6 children on the cover of this magazine. We wish them
happiness and fulfilment in this next stage of their lives.

If you wander into the churchyard on the afternoon of Saturday 2™
August, you will be welcome to the Strawberry Fair and Tea. There are
details on page 16 We were very grateful for the light cloud covering for
the Strawberry Tea on 21 June. Although we had several garden
umbrellas up over the tables, it seemed that the day would be unbearably
hot with strong sunshine, but the clouds meant that over 60 people
relaxed and enjoyed the tea and one another’s company for several hours.

If you wander into the church during the week commencing 18" August,
you may hear unusual sounds coming from the Garden Room. For a week
or so work will be done to update the kitchen and put in a new cooker.

(Continued on page 7)

BOROUGH GREEN LIBRARY, VILLAGE HALL CAR PARK

The library is open for bookshelf browsing and borrowing books.
Computers and Wi-Fi are available.

Opening hours are Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, and Friday, 10.00-13.00
and 14.00-17.00, Saturday 09.00-13.00.

Ancestry: Monday 10.15 - 12.15. Need to book an appointment
Scrabble: Tuesday 14.15 - 16.15

Coffee and Chat: Thursday 10.15 - 12.15, No need to book

Baby Rhyme time: Friday 10.15 - 10.45. No need to book

Friday 2 Book Club held (second Friday of each month) at 2.00pm.

Hi Kent runs free hearing aid aftercare clinics in towns villages and
communities throughout Kent. Next clinics at Borough Green Library are
Fridays 25th July and 22nd August, 14.00-15.30.

For more help and advice please call the library on 03000 413131 or email
boroughgreenlibrary@kent.gov.uk. Staff will be happy to help.

BOROUGH GREEN FOODBANK

Donations would be very much appreciated because, at present, the stocks
of many items continue to be low or very low as follows:

VERY LOW o Low

Biscuits ——_— Pasta sauce

Pasta Coffee, tea, hot choc.
Rice, spaghetti, noodles Puddings/tinned fruit
Breakfast bars Tinned meat products

Sweetcorn == Tinned tomatoes

Cereal Baked beans

Tinned veg Tuna and other tinned fish
Long-life milk Chickpeas, lentils, etc

Cartons of juice/squash
Spag. hoops & Mac Cheese

Crisps Donations may be left in the porches
Shopping bags to put the food of St Mary’s Platt Church or the

in for distribution are also Church of the Good Shepherd,
needed please. Borough Green; both are open daily.

BOROUGH GREEN MEDICAL PRACTICE

The practice will be closed on Wednesday 2nd July and Tuesday 12th
August from 13.00 for training purposes. If you have an urgent need for
medical attention please call 111. In an emergency call 999. Please
remember to collect your repeat prescriptions outside of these times.
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FROM YOUR MP

This summer many of us will visit parts of the world we don’t know. Sitting
on the beach, walking in the hills, admiring a city, will be a chance to learn
about something new - in a book or in person. I will be doing the same,
but I will do one more thing too.

In May, I was appointed by HM The King to be a member of the
Commonwealth War Graves Commission, the organisation set up after the
First World War to care for the resting place of those who fought and died
for our freedom. As a Commissioner I am responsible for making sure the
graves and parks are cared for - wherever they are in the world. I will be
using my time on travels to enjoy time with the family, and to take a
moment to go and see the cemeteries. It will be a chance to say thank
you, and to do my duty and check that they are being cared for.

Like many towns and villages we have war graves in our own cemetery
here at St Mary’s in Platt, two from the First World War and two from the
Second World War.

I will also be in Kent and look forward to seeing you. As Parliament goes
into recess at the end of July I get a bit more time at home to help anyone
who needs it. Please let me know if I can help you. Do get in touch

on: tom.tugendhat.mp@parliament.uk

Tom Tugendhat, MBE, MP, 01732 441563

BOROUGH GREEN & WROTHAM U3A

This is just a reminder that Borough Green and Wrotham u3a usq
monthly meetings are held on the second Monday of each learn, laugh, live
month at 2pm in Borough Green Village Hall, with tea, coffee
and biscuits. Parking/disabled access available.
Our speaker for the meeting on Monday 14th July is Jack Deans who
served a 35-year career at New Scotland Yard as a Fingerprint Expert and
Crime Scene Examiner. In this time he examined 120 scenes of murder
and dealt with all levels of crime including terrorism. This fascinating talk
is free for members, and guests are very welcome with a £5 charge.
Parking is free in the car park for hall users - just register your car in the
hall entrance.
A date for your diary — the August meeting will be on Monday 11th
August, 2pm. This will be a fun social meeting, possibly featuring a
Beetle Drive. Please follow our Facebook page for updates.
For further information, or to join your local u3a, please contact:
info@bgwu3a.org.uk or visit our website https://bgw.u3asite.uk

Melita, Secretary, BG&Wu3a
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(Continued from page 6)

That means there will be no Café Platt on 13™, 20" and 27" August while
the cooks and servers take a very well-earned break and the work is
completed. The café will resume on September 3™,

Meanwhile let us enjoy the summer. Maybe there is an article for Village
News in your holiday experience!

Jane Sankey, 01732 883212, martinandjane@potters-hill.co.uk

FLOWERS FOR YOUR SPECIAL SERVICE IN
PLATT CHURCH OR IN COMMEMORATION

The Platt Flower Arrangers can create bespoke displays
for any occasion. The church flower arrangers also offer a
service to those who wish to remember anniversaries of
someone special.

In the church porch there is a lovely wooden pedestal
where a special flower arrangement can be placed for a
week and may be viewed through the glass doors if these are locked.

A tribute card with your own choice of wording can accompany the
arrangement. The cost is from £30 and varies depending on the flowers
chosen. For further details, or to order an arrangement, please contact
Alison Vallance on 883422.

For further information and prices please contact:
Deirdre Bunker: 01732 642754 deirdrebunker@hotmail.com or
Georgina Atkin-Park: 07811 394101 georginaatkinpark@gmail.com

CHURCH NOTES

Each week, Lorraine used to send out a weekly update of church events to
many people. I have now taken over that role and discovered that
because the information is sent out as a group email, it often goes into
the spam/junk folder.

If you haven't received the weekly update, perhaps you would check your
spam folder. If it is there, then I suggest you mark it as ‘not junk’ to
prevent it happening again. If it is not there but you want to receive the
update, please let me know. In addition, if you have received the update
but don’t want to have it in future, please let me know and I will remove
you from the list.

Many thanks,
Lucilla Mackay, churchwarden, lucilla@themount65.co.uk
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CHURCH FOR CHILDREN AND YOUNG PEOPLE

cory 9 SPLA%®T and Mini-SPLA®T Stoy,
n
N\esS‘lrs We aim to make church engaging and relevant for ‘es
our primary-school-aged children.
Mini-Splatt is for pre-school aged children. .
so(\%

Yiny; The next meeting for Splawt and mini-Splatwt
¢ will be on Sunday 20th July. The August session may
not run but regular attenders will be informed.

es Arts g Cr
g™ SOUL SESSIONS afts

Gather with us for food, fun and conversation.
We welcome young people from school years 7 and upwards.
Next session: 13th July 17.30-19.00 in Platt Church’s comfy corner.
The August session may not run but regular attenders will be informed.

SOUP AND PUDS SNACK LUNCH
S

Thursdays 3rd July and 7th August 12.15 for 12.30-1.45
As the title suggests, this is a snack lunch at which there is a '
choice of 2 or 3 soups, one of which will be vegetarian, and a roll or
baguette. There will be at least 2 puds with cream or custard, finishing with
tea or coffee. You are warmly invited; anyone is welcome to join the buzz
of conversation.

The meal is prepared and cooked by a group of wonderful volunteers who
are also superb cooks, to whom I give great thanks. For catering purposes
do please ring or email me up to 5pm the evening before to say that you
plan to come. Donations are invited towards church funds.

Jane Sankey, 883212, martinandjane@potters-hill.co.uk

NEIGHBOURHOOD PRAYERS
During the month of July
we will be remembering in our prayers those who live in
Greenlands, Long Mill Lane (A25 to Kettle Cottage)
and in August for those in
Grange Road, Old Saw Mill, Beechin Wood Lane, Willow Mews

For special prayer requests at any time please contact
Jane Sankey on 01732 8832 or martinandjane@potters-hill.co.uk or
complete a prayer request slip which can be found in the porch of the
church and put in the box or on the board there.
The church is usually open every day 10.00-16.00

PLATT C OF E PRIMARY SCHOOL NEWS

As we reach the final term of the academic year, it's hard to
believe how quickly time has flown! Our Year 6 pupils are now
preparing for their exciting transition to secondary school. The
members of this cohort have been an absolute joy to teach
and have truly lived up to their class name - Ambassadors. They have set
a shining example for the rest of the school and have been a credit to both
Platt C of E Primary and their families. We are confident they are more
than ready for the next stage of their educational journey.

A heartfelt thank you to Great Comp Gardens for generously allowing us to
use their beautiful grounds for the Year 6 end-of-year play. It was a
wonderful experience and has given us all memories we will cherish.

The end of the school year is always a moment for reflection. We are
proud of all that’s been achieved at Platt this year - from a successful
Ofsted inspection earlier in the year to the continued progress led by our
dedicated Senior Leadership Team and staff. Our school continues to grow
as a vibrant and nurturing place to learn, and we hope the wider
community shares in our pride.

We warmly invite you to join us for our Summer Fayre on Friday 4th
July at 3:15pm - a great opportunity to celebrate together and see what
makes our school so special.

Wishing you all a restful, enjoyable summer. We look forward to
welcoming everyone back in September for another year filled with
learning, laughter, and growth!

Emma Smith, headteacher, 882596
Dates for your diary

Monday 21st 09.30 Leavers service in Platt church
Tuesday 22nd End of Summer Term

PLATT WOODS VOLUNTEERS GROUP

The group will meet on Saturday 14th July (no work day in August),
from 09.30 to about noon at the Platt Common entrance to the woods and
do work clearing paths to keep the woods as a wonderful local amenity.
You will need to bring your own refreshments and tools, e.g. loppers,
saws, secateurs and gloves. For further information contact David Palmer
of the Woods Management Committee on 07554 798982.

See also a short paragraph on page 13 about a tree planted in the woods
to commemorate Betty Uffindell’s involvement with the woods. Ed.

1204204208208 20¢
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PLATT RECIPE OF THE MONTH

Welcome to this month’s recipe, with the lovely hot summery

days we are having, I thought you might like to try this recipe

from my collection. It's easy, quick and you can eat it warm or

cold, for brunch, lunch or a light dinner. I hope you enjoy it.

Please don't forget to share any recipe you have with us all.
Please forward it to justroma@hotmail.co.uk.

Bacon and Leek Tortilla
Ingredients (serves 2)

15ml (1 tablespoon) vegetable oil

2 leeks, thinly sliced

6 rashes of rindless bacon, chopped

1 large cooked potato cubed

4 eggs, beaten

Freshly ground pepper

Method

1. Heat the oil in a large frying pan and fry the leeks and bacon over a
moderate heat for about 5 minutes.

2. Add the potato and cook for a further 2-3 minutes

3. Pour in the eggs, season with black pepper and cook gently until the
tortilla is almost set and the bottom is lightly browned

4. Place the frying pan under a preheated grill until the top of the tortilla
is lightly browned

5. Serve in thick wedges garnished with parsley and a green salad or any
salad/s you wish

I sometimes, add mushrooms or diced peppers to the mixture and top
with sliced tomatoes too before cooking

Roma Churchill, justroma@hotmail.co.uk

TR RO HOR

(Continued from page 27)

can donate by bank transfer to Ghana School Aid 60-80-07 36306274. If
you do this, please mention ‘Caroline’ in the reference box to make sure it’'s
credited to this project. Gift Aid is reclaimed automatically if you visit the
fundraising page but, if you pay direct, please contact me for a Gift Aid
form if you're a taxpayer.

Caroline Field, 07780 462192, fiecaroli@tiscali.co.uk
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LIGHT UP THE TOWER
There are many people who live in the village, some within
sight of the church tower for whom it is a landmark of
significance, often as a memorial to loved ones particularly.
If you would like to take the opportunity to light up the
church tower at some time to mark an anniversary, a
celebration or in memory of a loved one, you could do so
for £40 a night. (Please note new rate.)
This could also include a dedication in Village News.
Please contact Lucilla Mackay, lucilla@themount65.co.uk or

Jane Sankey, 883212, martinandjane@potters-hill.co.uk
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STAINED GLASS WINDOWS

Part of the delight of visiting churches on a sunny day is to see the
sunlight streaming through stained glass windows causing breathtaking
coloured sunbeams or patterns on a stone floor. Stained glass windows
are found in the smallest of churches to the largest of cathedrals, very
often in memory of loved ones or significant events and may be hundreds
of years old.

With age and exposure to environmental factors the lead in the windows
softens and becomes brittle and prone to cracking and bending,
weakening the structure. We have been seeing the stained glass windows
in Platt Church gradually deteriorating in recent years and now need to
repair them before more damage occurs. We hope that those who
appreciate having the church in the midst of the village will help to raise
funds to restore them. We would be very grateful for any help. (See
leaflets which are in the church porch.)

Platt Church PCC

Vote carried

The vicar was ill in hospital and so the churchwarden went to visit. Trying
to cheer him up, the churchwarden said: "We missed you at PCC last
night. We even put forward a resolution to wish you a speedy recovery. It
was passed by 14 votes to 12.”

Church Notices that didn’t quite ‘make it’'...
The preacher for Sunday next will be found hanging on the notice board in
the porch.

Churchyard maintenance is becoming increasingly difficult, so it will be
appreciated if parishioners cut the grass around their own graves.

Courtesy of Parish Pump
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Dave Carroll

ELECTRICAL SERVICES
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Trottiscliffe Physiotherapy and Sports Injury Clinic

( Fuse Boards Renewed )

C Extra Power and Lighting Points )

for a free quote call Dave on
07545 884959
or e-mail
davecarroll43@outlook.com

Aaron Penna Victoria Penna
Chartered Physiotherapists

Highly Experienced and Skilled
Therapists

All Musculoskeletal,
Rehabilitation and Respiratory
problems catered for

Clinic appointments available
Home Physiotherapy Service
Check out our 5* rating on Google
Call today for an appointment or

email for further information

01732 823189
aaron@pwphysio.co.uk
www.pwphysio.co.uk

WROTHAM
COMPUTER CARE

Computer help
at your Home or Office
PCs and Apple Macs

We are a local company providing
an affordable service to local
families, professionals, businesses
and schools.

For more details please contact us
01732 780176 or 07795 552440

mwhite@wrothamcomputercare.com

www.wrothamcomputercare.com

CLOCK KENT

Clock & Watch repairs,
restoration & servicing

Collection & delivery
available

Call Paul on
01732 884363

or 07831

884789
or email:
paul@clockkent.com
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FUNDRAISING FOR GHANA SCHOOL

“Do you have slaves in your home?”, 10-year-old Margaret asked me. As
a post-retirement adventure, I had revised long multiplication, stocked up
on charity shop children’s books and travelled to Offinso, Ghana, to teach
a year 5&6 primary class in a poor village. First on the history curriculum
was the Slave Trade. The children, without television, books and mobile
phones have very little understanding of the wider world, beyond the
turgid prose in their textbooks. Hence Margaret’s question.

Before Pastor Isaac built the free church school ten years ago, many
children didn’t go to school until they were old enough to walk the 3 miles
to the state school and, instead, had to accompany their mothers to their
farms. Now the school is thriving, performing well among local schools
and even attracting children from the nearby town, who travel out to the
school, with the teachers, on a rickety bus.

Teaching in Ghana is traditionally ‘chalk and talk’ in part because of the
lack of resources but also because the ethos has changed little since the
system was set up by British Colonial authorities. Teachers were
fascinated that I would encourage children to solve problems and develop
their own hypotheses rather than just tell them the headline facts to copy
down. After a few days my class asked me when I was going to beat them
with a stick. I explained that I wouldn’t and that any teacher who did that
in the UK would go to prison. They thought that was hilarious but it
sparked a discussion and some polite resistance from my 11-year-olds to
being beaten by other teachers. The ensuing debate led to the school
deciding to end beating the children, a practice which is still ubiquitous in
Ghana, along with corporal punishment by parents.

However enthusiastic and progressive the school is, it is hugely limited by
the poor and disintegrating condition of the school. Only one of the
classrooms has even the pretence of a door - and all the desks need to be
moved here every evening. There is no secure storage for books or art or
science supplies, even if they find the means to acquire them. The
concrete floors are disintegrating into potholes. The toilets are
rudimentary and lack privacy. There is no running water and there is just
enough brought from the well for drinking, none for washing.

The village chief wants the school moved and has provided an alternative
(and better) site. It needs totally rebuilding anyway. The total cost to build
a six classroom school is £15,000. That’s a massive sum for a small
church in a poor community in Ghana but one I think we can help with.
I've partnered with a small charity, Ghana School Aid, to enable us to
benefit from UK Gift Aid. If you'd like to help out you can visit https://
donate.giveasyoulive.com/fundraising/new-school-for-run-mission-offinso
to make an online donation. (In spite of their annoying suggestion that
you top up your donation, this site is preferred by GSA because it has
lower fees than the more common fundraising sites). Alternatively, you

(Continued on page 28)
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Glass & Glazing :f‘iﬁ% PROTEGO

i PEST
Repairs &, CONTROL
Cracked, Broken or misted pawe
glass panels replaced
Velux window glass replaced
Window hinges, locks & handles replaced
Door adjustments and locking issues
Secondary double glazing supplied and
installed
Mirrored glass supplied and installed
For all of your Door & Window or Glass

For Residential
& Commercial Services

Carried out to
BPCA Standards
Matt Rose
Mobile: 07897314478

needs, Email:
We are here to help .
info@protegopestcontrol.co.uk
Website:

Q 01732885030

www.protegopestcontrol.co.uk
Orders@ejcocker.com

To speak to one of our friendly team
[ b |

WELHAM JONES

Funeral Directors & Monumental Masons

ST MARY’S PLATT, WROTHAM HEATH, COMP,
CROUCH, BASTED MILL AND THE OLD SAWMILL

01732 780600

43 Western Road, Borough Green, TN15 8AL
www.welhamjones.co.uk

An Independent Family Owned Company

24 hour PRE-PAID FUNERAL PLANS

service
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PRAYER DIARY P
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Prayer for July and August ({bnﬁn\m\,\*
Grant us to look with your eyes of compassion, Ddbain w5y

O merciful God, at the long travail of mankind:

the wars, the hungry millions,

the countless refugees,

the natural disasters,

the cruel and needless deaths,

men's inhumanity to one another,

the heartbreak and hopelessness of so many lives.

Hasten the coming of the messianic age

when the nations shall be at peace,

and men shall live free from fear and free from want

and there shall be no more pain or tears,

In the security of your will,

the assurance of your love,

the coming of your Kingdom,

O God of righteousness, O Lord of compassion.
George Appleton

During July and August we pray to God...

...giving thanks for the joy of wide-open spaces, the high mountains, low

valleys, rivers, meadows and gardens.

...giving thanks for the joy and fun of holidays for rest and refreshment.

...giving thanks for those who risk danger to keep us safe: police, all medical

staff, RNLI, lifequards and rescue teams.

...for those for whom there are no holidays, those who live in war torn or

conflict-ridden countries, those in extreme poverty and for full-time carers of

all ages.

...for all leaders seeking wisdom and guidance as they work to resolve

conflict.

...for those whose lives will change with the end of the academic year, those

who await the results of important exams, those who face big changes by

moving or leaving school, going to further education, an apprenticeship or

the workplace.

...for Platt School, and for all Year 6 children leaving the security of a primary

school for the unfamiliar bigger world of secondary school. We pray for

school staff, parents, grandparents, volunteers, uniformed group leaders and

all involved in the education and care of children since their earliest days.

...giving thanks for our homes and families, for laughter enjoyed and sorrows
(Continued on page 12)
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shared, for those who care for children in the holidays and parents who
care ceaselessly for children with special needs.

...for those who care and watch over those they love, that they themselves
may have enough rest and respite.

...for all who are bereaved of loved ones, however long ago. Stretch out
your loving arms to all who mourn, draw them to you in their grief and
comfort them.

...to open our eyes that we may see the needs of those around us.

May God give us light to guide us, courage to support us,
and love to unite us, now and evermore.

Source unknown

CHORAL EVENSONG ON A SUMMER'’S EVENING

On Sunday 6 July Platt Church Choir will be accompanied by organist
Oliver Lister for choral evensong at 18.30. Ollie has just completed his
first year as organ scholar at Durham University and we are delighted that
he is able to play for both our church services that day.

Charles Villiers Stanford wrote five settings of the Magnificat and Nunc
Dimittis, all beloved by choirs. We will sing the setting in Bb. The anthem
will be the serene and sublime ‘Cantique de Jean Racine’. Jean Baptlste
Racine was one of the three great French playwrights of the 17% century;
the others being Moliere and Corneille. The anthem uses words of a
devotional poem he wrote, ‘Word of the highest, our only hope, Eternal
day of earth and the heavens...

Gabriel Fauré set these words to music in 1865 for a competition when he
was a student at the Ecole Niedermayer in Paris. It won first prize
although he submitted it with organ accompaniment when the rules stated
that it had to have orchestral accompaniment. He later arranged it for
different combinations of instruments. The broken chord figuration also
makes it pianistic.

The choir will sing the Ferial reponses and Psalm 65 with its familiar words
so often used for a Harvest anthem: “Thou visitest the earth, and blessest
it: thou makest it very plenteous...The folds shall be full of sheep: the
valleys also shall stand so thick with corn, that they shall laugh and sing’.

The choir will be conducted by its musical director, Bridgett Jeffrey.
Jane Sankey

BOROUGH GREEN & PLATT PLAYERS PRESENT
CANAPES & CABARET

TA SPRINKLE%
WF% OF

DAGIRAS w
STARDUST:"

AN EVENING OF MUSICAL THEATRE
PRODUCED BY TAMIRA LYNSKEY

SAT 26 JULY 7:30PM
PLATT MEMORIAL HALL, TN15 8FH

TICKETS £15 AVAILABLE VIA TICKETSOURCE &
SHAKTI NEWSAGENTS IN BOROUGH GREEN

This show is brought to you by some of the talented performers that took
part in One Night Only...Let Us Entertain You last November.

This will be another evening of great entertainment. The performers are
accompanied, as before, with Barrie on the piano and Stuart on
percussion.

Drinks from a licensed bar to go with the canapés provided.
Why not make it posh evening and dress up?

MISSION GIVING - CHRISTIAN AID

As a result of the Big Breakfast held in church on 11" May, we donated a
total of £904.71. Most of the envelopes were Gift Aided so we anticipate
an overall sum of about £1,200 having been raised. This is a good effort,
though slightly down on last year, but still a very worthy contribution.

Thanks to Janet Hewitt and her helpers for the delicious Big Breakfast
which underpins the whole thing. Andrew Procter
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St Swithun - It is said that if it rains on his special day, 15™ July, it will
then rain for 40 days after that. It all began when Swithun was made
Bishop of Winchester in 852 by King Ethelwulf of Wessex. It was an im-
portant posting: Winchester was the capital of Wessex, and during the 10
years Swithun was there, Wessex became the most important kingdom of
England.

When he was dying in 862, he asked that he be buried in the cemetery of
the Old Minster, just outside the west door. If he had been left there in
peace, who knows how many rainy summers the English may have been
spared over the last 1000 years. But, it was decided to move Swithun in-
to Winchester cathedral. The newly installed monks wanted Swithun in the
cathedral with them. So finally, on 15 July 971, his bones were dug up and
Swithun was translated into the cathedral.

That same day many people claimed to have had miraculous cures. Cer-
tainly everyone got wet, for the heavens opened. The unusually heavy rain
that day, and on the days following, was attributed to the power of St
Swithun.
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IGHTHAM & DISTRICT GARDENERS’ CLUB
“ANNUAL SUMMER SHOW”

SATURDAY 12* JULY 2025
IGHTHAM VILLAGE HALL — TN15 9HA
*Variety of classes*
Fruit / Vegetables / Flowers / Domestic / Floral
Plant Stall / Raffle

“SHOW OPEN TO NON-MEMBERS”
Contact us for a Show Schedule
Open to visitors at Midday

~NN~SNNSNSNSNSN NSNS

FOR OUR AUGUST MEETING
we have a talk entitled
“PRINCIPLES OF PRUNING”
OUR SPEAKER IS KEVIN TOOHER
TUESDAY, 26TH AUGUST 2025
IGHTHAM VILLAGE HALL at 7.00pm
Visitors very welcome

For further information contact Pippa Coulthard — 01732 883041
or Dee Samways — 0779 900 2129

Coffee and Chat at Co%¢ Platt

(Nl a ‘Place of Welcome’
Wednesdays
10.00-12.00

Please note: Café closed while kitchen is being refurbished.
Last café on 6th August and it reopens on 3rd September.

in the Garden Room of Platt Church
Lots of delicious cakes available, good company

24

\ and a weekly quiz All welcome - bring a friend and your dog!

VILLAGE JOTTINGS

Memorial tree - At 11.30am on Saturday, 21 June, at the Platt Common
entrance to the Platt Woods, members of the Woods Committee placed a
brass memorial plaque beside the flowering cherry planted there during
the winter. This was to commemorate Betty Uffindell's many years of
service on the Parish Council and her devotion to the care of the Woods.

Betty's daughters, Zoe and Erika, were present at the short ceremony.

Café Platt 6'™ August - this will be the last Cafe Platt before our summer
break. There will be no Café Platt on 13, 20™ or 27" August during which
time it is planned that the refurbishment of the kitchen will take

place. Assuming that this has finished, we will reopen on Wednesday 3rd
September.

Family Water Safety Fun Day
Hosted by Kent Fire and Rescue Service
Join Kent Fire and Rescue Service (KFRS)

on Tuesday 29th and Wednesday 30th July
for a brand-new Water Safety Fun Day

a family-friendly event designed to help keep you safe around water.

Kent has one of the highest rates of water-related incidents in the
UK. That’s why KFRS is hosting this exciting day out, packed with fun
activities, games, and the chance to meet firefighters — all while
sharing vital water safety advice.

It will have the same fun, friendly feel as their usual open days —
but with a water safety twist!
The event is also being hosted in a stunning, historic setting of
Tonbridge Castle, right next to the River Medway.
For full details about the event and a link to book your FREE tickets,
visit: https://www.kent fire-uk.org/our-events

4> 40 4>
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FAREWELL AND A BIG THANK YOU, CATHY

We are very sorry that Cathy and Trevor Collyer will shortly be moving to
Staplehurst to be nearer to their family. Cathy leaves a wonderful legacy

of all that she has contributed to this village. She is very creative and it is
likely that everyone has seen at least some of the exquisite work she has
done by herself or with friends. She says that she enjoyed doing all of it

and certainly we enjoyed admiring it.

She suggested and organised the knitting for the WW1 centenary
celebrations, collaborating with friends. She baked the celebration cake
for the concert that Scott Wishart organised in the Memorial Hall and, with
the help of others, knitted bunting, poppies and the WW1 figures for the
display that he put on. With help from others she knitted the corgi dogs to
hide around Platt to celebrate the Queen's jubilee. What fun that was; I
hope the corgis are still treasured!

Also, again with help, she and friends knitted the soldiers and crown post-
box topper for the coronation. The knitting for the Christmas post-box
topper and bollards at the junction of Grange Road with the A25 was also
done with the help of the same group of friends. Several people
commented on how it brightened their day to see those

decorations. Cathy writes, ‘The reaction and feedback that we all received
for that made all the hard work worthwhile. Memories to be treasured
forever!!!” She has very generously donated all the artefacts to the village,
so we enjoy those captivating Christmas figures on the bollards in Grange
Road for many Christmases to come.

Cathy has also been delivering Village News to the houses in Minters
Orchard for several years. Of that task Cathy writes... ‘It really isn't an
arduous task! I usually end up having a chat with a lot of the neighbours
along the way’. Would someone who lives in Minters Orchard kindly offer
to take on that task? There are ten editions a year of the magazine for
delivery. Please let me know if you could help.

Cathy, we will miss you and Trevor very much. Thank you for all you have
done to brighten our lives with your superb decorations. Let’s hope you
have inspired your creative friends to continue producing yet more
exquisite seasonal decorations for us to enjoy here in Platt. We wish you
both much happiness and good health in the future.

Jane Sankey 01732 883212 martinandjane@potters-hill.co.uk

In the month of July

It was 100 years ago, on 215 July 1925 that racing driver Malcolm
Campbell became the first person to travel at over 150 mph. He set a new
land speed record of 150.87 mph at Pendine Sands in Wales in a
Sunbeam 350HP. He also went on to break the 250 mph and 300 mph
records, in 1932 and 1935.

Courtesy of Parish Pump
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FOR YOUNGER READERS

use in your church?

July25 © deborah noble « parishpump.co.uk
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“Now Jesus was praying in a
certain place, and when He ]
had finished, one of His =
disciples said to Him,
“Lord, teach us to pray...”
And He said to them, /=
“When you pray, say...."
DTEOPRGOD
hallowed be your FEEBREADI
- __your OMGTOPPGS ilinthe
come, -
your ____ bedone RPWRTEOLC ™M
S g words of
on__ asitisin GTLEENWOII the Lord’s
—————— Il AOSCTERP Prayer
Give us today our daily VTRPTARYL then find
_____ . them and
iiiiiii usour EIDAINAME these extra
S _ asweforgive NOSSOCDAS ,ugsinthe
those who sin against us. ENPSNEVFW wordsearch
Lead us not into SKPEVI L A | LORDSPRAVER
—————————— SIRSINSTL "5F
but JESUS
whom_ . YNAEARTHL &
For the kingdom, GYHEAVEN NEEDS
the and I DEL I VERE opeyemes
the are FORGI VEVE 1treseassts
yours now and forever. AMENWOR L D PROTECTION
Amen REPENTANCE
I LFLJESUS
The versions of The Lord’s Prayer l|
we say today come from the Read
Gospels of Matthew and Luke.
Which version do you




Date Walk Routes in July cont. Miles

Thur. |Fish and Chip Supper Walk from Kemsing with a choice 3
24 of two routes. The 'moderate difficulty' route climbs up
to the North Downs while the leisurely route is along the

valley to the St Clere estate.

Sun. |Offham Round: a gentle walk from Offham through the 5.5
27 woods to Mereworth. Moderate difficulty.

Thur. |Circular walk from Yalding along the River Medway, past 6

31 Wateringbury and up to Teston Bridge Country Park.
The return is over the bridge, through farmland and
along the river bank. Moderate difficulty.

For details of the walks in August, please see the website:
www.tonbridgeandmallingramblers.org.uk

BAG2SCHOOL - MONDAY 7TH JULY

Bags can be dropped off with volunteers in the morning in front
of the school entrance between 8.15am and 9am. This is a
great opportunity to raise money for the school without cost to
you and help avoid unwanted textiles joining landfill. Please put
items in black or white sacks.

Bag2School will take the good quality items listed below. The heavier the
bag the better for us!

Please do NOT bring in bags earlier than 7th July.

We accept good quality: We DO NOT accept:
Adult and children's clothing Duvets, blankets, pillows and

Paired shoes (tied together or with ~ C4Shions
elastic) Carpets, rugs, mats

Handbags, belts, hats, scarves, ties S]Oitlﬁfj' painted, ripped or wet
lingerie, socks clothing

Curtains, soft toys, household linen \évciﬁof:';%;n:; (save this for the
ggg%ljvgfgosvheergts’ pillow cases second-hand stall at school please!)

Now accepting jewellery too

We look forward to receiving as many bags as possible, the heavier the
better!

Platt CE Primary School PTA
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PLATT PARISH COUNCIL NEWS

The Parish Council currently has 6 members:

Wendy Palmer (Chair), Howard Clark (Vice-Chair), Mark Woodhams
(Planning Chairman), Charlie Baseley (Platt Woods), Brian Biggs and Sue
Butterfill. All councillors are members of the Planning Committee (with the
exception of Wendy Palmer).

We are looking for 3 more people to become councillors and help to
share the duties of existing members.

In general, you must be able to commit yourself to:

attending 11 Parish Council meetings annually. These are held on the first
Tuesday of each month at 7.30pm lasting for about 2 hours, (though you
can apologise for absence from time to time).

attending any special meetings which may be held to discuss a matter
which requires more time than is available at the monthly Parish Council
meeting.

e commenting on planning applications received from T&M. All
councillors are members of the Planning Committee. On occasions,
when the Parish Council has objected to a planning application, it is
necessary to make a verbal report at the appropriate TMBC Planning
Committee.

e perusing pertinent correspondence addressed to Platt Parish Council.

e commenting on various consultation documents received from T&M,
KCC (some of which are very lengthy and need studying).

e being willing to participate in other committees, e.g. Footpaths,
Planning Committee, Skateboard Park Committee, J5 Slips Committee,
Joint Transportation Board, amongst others.

In common with many organisations, a lot of our day-to-day business is
conducted by email. It would be helpful if you have access to this.
However, we coped before it existed and would not wish lack of it to deter
anyone from applying.

If this is of interest to you, please contact Jackie Davies at
clerk@plattparishcouncil.gov.uk or telephone on 01732 886822.

Planning applications

25/00881/PA The Homestead, Boneashe Lane, Platt 1 x Cherry — Remove
1 limb shown in applicant’s photos.

25/00887/PA OTG Precision Engineering Ltd, Maidstone Road,
Platt, Section 73 application to vary condition 6b (relevant approved
Remediation Scheme). To amend the wording from ‘Pre-commencement’

(Continued on page 16)
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http://www.tonbridgeandmallingramblers.org.uk/
mailto:clerk@plattparishcouncil.gov.uk

(Continued from page 15)

to ‘Prior to Occupation’. Pursuant to planning permission TM/22/00542/FL
Redevelopment of the site to provide 8no. new residential dwellings (4no.
in the demolished and reconstructed and extended mill building and 4no.

in @ new terraced block) with associated hard and soft landscaping.

25/00864/PA Redstone Stables, Long Mill Lane, Platt, Erection of a 3-bay
oak frame and clad carport.

Jackie Davies, Clerk to Platt Parish Council,
clerk@pattparishcouncil.gov.uk, 01732 8868

Platt Churchyard (church if wet)
All welcome

Children under 5: £3, 6-12 years: £5

There will be stalls, games for adults and children
a raffle and delicious teas comprising
= sandwiches, scones, jam and cream; cakes;
= NN strawberries and cream and tea/coffee.

For tickets in advance, contact

G 3

2K
. ’Z\/‘ & lucilla@themount65.co.uk or 07887 518855
N i“ n

Proceeds to Platt Church Funds
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TONBRIDGE AND MALLING RAMBLERS

Kent Countryside Walks with Tonbridge & Malling Ramblers
Our friendly group is one of 13 Ramblers groups in Kent and part of the
national Ramblers walking organisation. We explore the beautiful
countryside of Tonbridge and Malling and surrounding areas.

Walks usually start mid-morning. There’s a short break half-way through
(bring refreshments) and we usually finish near a pub. Most walks are dog
-friendly (see website).

Non-members are welcome to try up to three free ‘taster’ walks with us. If
you're new to our walks, please contact the walk leader beforehand to
check that the walk will suit you.

For full details of all our walks,
see www.tonbridgeandmallingramblers.org.uk or our Facebook
page.

Nicola Brown, Publicity Volunteer for T & M Ramblers, 07709 334 871

Date Walk Routes in July Miles

Matfield and Kent College circular walk with stunning
Thur. | vistas and a deep sense of connection to the natural

3 surroundings. Gentle inclines and occasional fallen trees
and stiles. Moderate difficulty.

7.4

Plaxtol circular: a gently rising climb from Plaxtol
through Yopps Green with views over the Bourne valley 5.5
before returning via Dunks Green. Moderate difficulty.

Sun.

Leisurely early evening walk from Laddingford towards
Thur. | Yalding, followed by a sausage supper at The Chequers

10 Inn, where Hartley Morris and Kits Coty Morris will be 4.3
performing.
Wateringbury to East Farleigh: a leisurely walk along
Sun. both sides of the Medway from Wateringbury via 55

13 Tutsham Farm to East Farleigh and then back via Teston
Country Park.

Circular walk from Brenchley around farmland and quiet
Thur. | lanes; through the grounds of Sprivers (a National Trust 6.2

17 property) and onto a part of the High Weald Landscape )
Trail. Moderate difficulty.

<\ L
N Strawberry Fair and Tea
Iy Saturday 2nd August 3 to 5pm
Tea tickets £8 in advance £10 on the day,

Sun. | Shoreham to Lullingstone: a climb up and along the
Darent Valley for great views going towards 7
20 Lullingstone. Moderate difficulty.

Continued over
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A PALMER ELECTRICAL SERVICES GF Harris

Garden Maintenance

01732 886 939 07774 201 154 Small local company (based in Platt)

offering a reliable, friendly and

professional Garden Maintenance
ELECTRICS, PLUMBING, service including one off, weekly,
BATHROOMS, DECORATING. fortnightly or ongoing visits.

Services include: Lawn Mowing,
Hedge Cutting, Planting, Pruning,
Leaf Clearance and much more!
Free Estimates -
Fully Insured

FULL REWIRES, PARTIAL
REWIRES, FUSEBOARDS,

TEST CERTIFICATES, SOCKETS,

LIGHTING.

DOMESTIC, COMMERCIAL i oot
LOCAL AUTHORITY Contact Grant — 07532340210

Email: gfharrisgardening@gmail.com
RELIABLE FRIENDLY SERVICE

MEMORIAL HALL GARDEN

This year has been challenging. We gardeners are always looking and
listening to weather forecasts and shaking our heads in horror at the too
hot, too cold, too wet, too windy. And so it goes on.

But I have been amazed at how well our plants are coping with the
weather this year. It is time to stop whining and just get on with it and
enjoy it. Yes, many flowers haven't lasted like they do in other years, but,
my goodness, they have bloomed and bloomed.

I am hoping for a huge crop of pears and blackberries at home for the first
time and figs too. Now tell me - how has that happened?

And down at Platt Memorial Hall garden things are looking very good too.
Those difficult banks are now taking care of themselves. All we have to do
is prevent too many sloes self-seeding. A few will be doing an excellent job
of stabilising the soil and preventing erosion with heavy rain.

I am starting to look for the orchid that popped up close to the Christmas
tree last year. I do hope it will come back again this year. I wasn't sure if
it was a Bee orchid or an Early Spider orchid; I am hoping to find out
soon.

Jane Jewitt

Karl Burrluck

Plumbing & Heating Engineer

”

« Friendly Reliable Service
o Free Estimates

o No call out charges

« Competitive Rates

T:07886 783170/ 01732 886984

Em: burrluck@talktalk.net
52 Western Road, Borough Green, Sevenoaks, Kent TN 15 8AQ

PLATT LADIES GROUP

On Tuesday 8™ July at 2.30 pm in Platt Memorial Hall we will be
holding our annual cream tea. We look forward to catching up with
everyone before the summer break.

There will be no meeting in August so put Tuesday 9" September in
your diary for our next meeting.

Pat Darby (885934) and Marion Cox (883329)
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PLATT STITCHERS

There will be no meeting of the Stitchers in July so the
meeting takes place on Thursday 21st August at 10.00 and
will be held at *‘Wismer’, Long Mill Lane. For further details
please contact me.

Jo Senior, 01732 886245.
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WHAT’S ON IN THE CHURCH & COMMUNITY IN JULY

WHAT’S ON IN THE CHURCH & COMMUNITY IN AUGUST

2" Wednesday 09.30 Morning Prayer
10.00 Café Platt - GR*
19.00 Compline with Prayers for Peace in church
3 Thursday 12.15 for 12.30 Soup and Puds - GR*
6" THIRD SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY
10.30 Holy Communion
18.30 Choral Evensong*
7"  Monday 09.30 Health Walk beginning from foot of church
steps ending with refreshments in the Garden
Room*
8" Tuesday 14.30 Platt Ladies Group - MH*
9" Wednesday 09.30 Morning Prayer
10.00 Café Platt - GR*
19.00 Compline with Prayers for Peace - in church
12" Saturday 09.30 Platt Woods Volunteers*
13" FOURTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY
10.30 Family Service
17.30 Soul Sessions in church comfy corner*
14* Monday 09.30 Health Walk beginning from foot of church
steps ending with refreshments in the Garden
Room*
16" Wednesday 09.30 Morning Prayer
10.00 Café Platt - GR*
19.00 Compline with Prayers for Peace - in church
17" Thursday NO Stitchers this month
19*" Saturday 09.30 Memorial Hall gardeners
20" FIFTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY
10.30 Holy Communion with Baptism
10.30 SPLA%T and MiniSPLA®T in GR*
21t Monday 09.30 Platt School Leavers’ Service in church
09.30 Health Walk beginning from foot of church
steps ending with refreshments in the Garden
Room*
23" Wednesday 09.30 Morning Prayer
10.00 Café Platt - GR*
19.00 Compline with Prayers for Peace - in church
27™ SIXTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY
10.30 Morning Worship
09.30 Health Walk beginning from foot of church
steps ending with refreshments in the Garden
Room*
30" Wednesday 09.30 Morning Prayer

10.00
19.00

Café Platt - GR*
Compline with Prayers for Peace - in church
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2"? sSaturday 15.00 - 17.00 Strawberry Tea and Fair*
3" SEVENTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY
10.30 Holy Communion
4"  Monday 09.30 Health Walk beginning from foot of church
steps ending with refreshments in the Garden
Room*
6" Wednesday 09.30 Morning Prayer
10.00 Last Café Platt before summer break - GR*
19.00 Compline with Prayers for Peace - in church
7" Thursday 12.15 for 12.30 Soup and Puds - GR*
10" EIGHTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY
10.30 Family Service
17.30 Soul Sessions in church comfy corner*
11*" Monday 09.30 Health Walk beginning from foot of church
steps ending with refreshments in GR*
12™ Tuesday NO Platt Ladies’ Group
13" Wednesday 09.30 Morning Prayer
Copy date for September Village News*
19.00 Compline with Prayers for Peace - in church
16™ Saturday 09.30 Memorial Hall gardeners
17" NINTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY
10.30 Holy Communion
10.30 SPLA%T and MiniSPLA%®T in GR - tba
18" Monday 09.30 Health Walk beginning from foot of church
steps ending with refreshments in the Garden
Room*
20" Wednesday 09.30 Morning Prayer
19.00 Compline with Prayers for Peace - in church
215t Thursday 10.00 Stitchers at ‘Wismer’, Long Mill Lane*
24" TENTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY
10.30 Morning Worship
25" Monday 09.30 Health Walk beginning from foot of church
steps ending with refreshments in the Garden
Room*
27" Wednesday 09.30 Morning Prayer
19.00 Compline with Prayers for Peace — in church
31 ELEVENTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY

No service in Platt Church today*
Please see weekly update or Sunday news
sheet for details of any services elsewhere
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