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St Peter’s 

     RINGLAND 
 

Annual Report and Financial Statements 

Of the Parochial Church Council 

For the year ended 31st December 2022 

 

Incumbent of the 

Benefice of Taverham with Ringland: 

 

Rev Paul Seabrook 

The Rectory 

173 Taverham Road 

Taverham NR8 6SG 

 

Church building : 

St Peter’s, Ringland 

The Street, Ringland, NR8 6JJ 

 

Bank : 

Barclays Bank, Drayton 

 

Independent Examiner : 

Dan Gentle 

8 Bellmonte Crescent 

Drayton, Norwich, NR8 6EJ 

 

Architect : 

Ruth Blackman, Director 

Birdsall, Swash and Blackman Ltd 

High House Farm, The Street, 

Beeston, King’s Lynn, PE32 2NF 
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St Peter’s 

     RINGLAND 
 

Background 

 

St Peter’s Parochial Church Council (PCC) accepts the responsibility of co-

operating with the incumbent in promoting the whole mission of the Church, 

pastoral, ecclesiastical, social and ecumenical. 

 

Membership 

 

Members of the PCC either serve ex officio or are elected by the Annual 

Parochial Church Meeting (APCM) in accordance with the Church 

Representation Rules. 

 

During the year the following served as members of the PCC : 

 

Incumbent     Rev Paul Seabrook (Chair) 

Churchwarden    Mrs Dian Frost 

Deputy Church Warden   Ms Sue Charnock 

Deanery Synod Representative  Vacant 

Curate     Rev Val Hooker 

Assistant Priest    Rev Phil Charlesworth 

Secretary     Vacant (Mrs Elaine Lockett standing in) 

Treasurer     Vacant (Mr Colman standing in) 

 

Elected Members :    Mr Rory Clements 

Mrs Charlotte Brennan 

 

 

Committees 

 

A sub – committee was formed at the 2017 APCM designated the Building 

Project Sub Committee, currently consisting of : 

 

Rev Phil Charlesworth (Project Manager) 

Rev Paul Seabrook (PCC Chair) 

Mrs Dian Frost (Church Warden) 

Mr Amjad Malhis (Co – opted advisor) 
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An Events and Growth sub-committee was formally established at the 

February 2018 PCC, currently consisting of : 

 

Rev Paul Seabrook (Chair) 

Mrs Dian Frost (Church Warden) 

Mrs Elaine Lockett 

 

 

Electoral Roll 

 

Parishioners on the Church Electoral Roll   15 

Parishioners not resident within the parish   0 

Names added during the year     0 

Names removed during the year    0 

 

 

Church Attendance 2022 

 

Coffee and More (monthly)   7 to 10 (with Taverham) 

(discontinued in March 2022) 

 

 

Additional services : 

 

Harvest (11) 

Christmas Carol service with Taverham Band (80) 

Livestreams twice monthly (10) 

Holy Communion Easter Day (5) 

Holy Communion Christmas Day (5) 

3 Baptisms and 2 weddings (70 to 120) 

3 Funerals (30 to 80) 
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Agenda for the 2023 Annual Meeting of Parishioners St Peter’s  

 

 To be held at St Peter’s Church Ringland 

 

Sunday 14th May 2023 at 12.15pm 

 

 

Agenda 2023 Annual Meeting of Parishioners (Vestry Meeting) 

 

1. Prayer and welcome 

2. Apologies for absence 

3. Minutes of the previous meeting 

4. Election of Church Wardens 

 

 
Minutes of the 2022 Annual Parishioners Meeting of St Peter’s  

 

21st May 2022 at St Peter’s Church Ringland 

 

The meeting was held in St Peter’s 

 

Present : 8 people, including members of St Edmund’s Taverham and  

St Peter’s Ringland: 

 

Rev Paul Seabrook   Rector 

Dian Frost     Churchwarden 

Rory Clements    (PCC Member) 

Charlotte Brennan    (PCC Member) 

Elaine Lockett 

 

Rachel Seabrook, Dan Gentle, Pat Gentle,  

 

Apologies : Rev Phil Charlesworth, Rev Val Hooker, Sue Beevor 

 

2022 Annual Meeting of Parishioners (Easter Vestry Meeting) 

 

1. The meeting opened with a welcome, followed by a reading from John 14 

with a reflection on Jesus’ promise of peace and the Holy Spirit, followed by a 

prayer. 

2. The Minutes of the previous Annual Vestry Meeting (year ended December 

2021) were agreed and signed as a correct record.  

3. Election of Warden : Dian Frost was re – elected as Church Warden 

(proposed by Rev Paul Seabrook, seconded by Rev Phil Charlesworth). Dian 

was thanked for all she does for St Peter’s and for Ringland. Peter Frost, Dian’s 

late husband, was remembered for all his support to Dian. 

4. The Annual Meeting of Parishioners concluded. 
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Agenda for the 2023 At Peter’s Annual Parochial Council Meeting 

(APCM)  

 

To be held at St Peter’s Church Ringland 

 

Sunday 14th May 2023 at 12.15pm 

 

 

Agenda 2023 APCM Church Meeting 

 

1. Apologies for absence 

2. Matters arising from minutes of 2022 APCM 

3. Elections to PCC 

4. Rector’s report  - see pages 9 and 10 

5. Rev Val’s report  - see pages 11 and 12 

6. Finance and other reports – pages 13 to end of report 

7. AOB 

8. Plans for the future 

9. Date of next meeting of newly elected PCC 

 

 

 

 
Minutes of the 2022 Annual Church Meeting(APCM)  of St Peter’s PCC 

 

21st May 2022 at St Peter’s Church Ringland 

 
1. The Minutes of the Annual Church Meeting (for the year ended December 

2020) were agreed and signed as a correct record. 

 

2. Matters arising from those minutes : 

 

There were none. 

 

3. Elections to the Parochial Church Council (PCC) :  

 

There were no nominations 

 

Rev Val Hooker has taken up her position as ex – officio member following her 

Ordination. 

 

Elaine Lockett and Ian Colman remain willing to assist the PCC, helping out 

when possible/needed, but due to other commitments did not wish to be 

included as elected members at this time. 
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Thus, the new PCC is : 

 

Incumbent :   Rev Paul Seabrook 

Churchwarden:  Dian Frost 

Assistant Priest:  Rev Phil Charlesworth 

Curate:   Rev Val Hooker 

Secretary:   situation vacant (Elaine Lockett : Minutes) 

Treasurer:   situation vacant (Ian Colman standing in) 

Elected Members : Rory Clements 

    Charlotte Brennan 

 

 

 

4. Rector’s Report 

 

Rev Paul presented his written report and again thanked those involved in the 

worship life of St Peter’ Ringland, to Ian Colman and Elaine Lockett for their 

work, and to Frances and Simon Addington for running the 100 Club. 

 

Rev Paul reflected on how St Peter’s has a positive future, with many visitors, 

and events and services being restored after the pandemic. 

 

Rev Paul also spoke about our Architect Ruth Blackman’s works. We are 

currently awaiting her report. 

The water connection is becoming a possibility. 

 

St Peter’s has benefited this year with the purchase of a portable sound system, 

the gift of a book case, and a new table – top carved Easter candle holder 

made by David Johnson of St Edmund’s Taverham. 

 

There have been baptisms and weddings, and the livestream services now 

take place twice a month from St Peter’s. 

 

A priority as always is the welcome being given to visitors. 

 

5. Finance Report 

 

Ian Colman had given his apologies for the meeting, but had provided 

 a full set of accounts. There were no questions for Ian or comments on 

 the Finance report. 

 

Paul thanked Ian for his work in dealing with the finances of St Peter’s. 

 

We are currently awaiting Ruth Blackman’s invoice for her investigation 

 works on 3rd and 4th of May. The costs for these have been covered by 

 the generosity of many people, largely from Taverham, for the St Peter’s 

 Appeal, generous grants from the Norfolk Churches Trust (£2,000) and 
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 the Bishop’s Fabric Fund (£1,000). VAT will also be reclaimable under the 

 Listed Places of Worship VAT Reclaim Scheme. 

 

Paul is keen that St Peter’s begins paying its full Parish Share each year. 

 

6. The other reports including the Fabric Report and Churchwarden’s Report 

were noted. 

 

7. The Electoral Roll stood at 15 at the end of 2021.  

 

8. Any Other Business 

 

Elaine commented that the Foodbank bin situated in the church is not being 

used much. Various suggestions were made, including more widespread 

publicity, using the telephone box on the village green, a sign outside the 

church etc. 

 

Elaine also reported that the Christian Aid envelopes had been distributed. 

 

Paul reported that a tree to commemorate HM Queen’s Platinum Jubilee is to 

be planted in the churchyard. It was agreed this should be situated in the SW 

corner of the churchyard near the graves of George and Ian Black. 

 

Dian reported that the grass cutting was now to be undertaken by contractors 

employed by the Parish Council. The PCC expressed its gratitude to Graham 

Kidd for all his hard work in cutting the grass over the past years. Also to the 

Parish Council for this new arrangement. 

 

9. The future 

 

Paul reiterated that St Peter’s has a three – fold ministry, firstly to the village 

community and relatives, secondly through events such as organised visits 

(including Pilgrimages now that the Walsingham Way has been opened), 

Quiet mornings, concerts etc, and thirdly to visitors passing through Ringland 

and stopping to visit the church. 

 

We have hopes and plans, including developing the churchyard, having the 

water connection and eventually a composting toilet, restoring monthly 

services, prayer meetings, developing our welcome to visitors, planning more 

events, and growing our ministry to the village and those who associate 

themselves with Ringland. 

 

10. Date and time of next meeting of PCC : 6th June 6.pm 
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Rector’s Report 
 

Despite the challenges the life of the church in Ringland 

continues to be positive. We have entered a new era of 

opportunities with Rev Val’s ministry, for which I am very grateful, 

and with Sue Charnock coming on board as Assistant 

Chuirchwarden alongside Dian. 

I am very grateful to Dian for her continued faithfulness and 

dedication to growing the life and ministry of St Peter’s and her day to day 

maintaining the warmth and welcome of the building. 

In March 2022 I formulated a vision for St Peter’s which I hope will help to 

guide our thoughts for the foreseeable future. This was generally accepted 

by the PCC and ministry team for Ringland. Alongside this I proposed the 

areas where we need to develop. 

The vision and the needs are now advertised in the church building : 

Officer’s reports for 2022-2023 

Our Vision 

- to offer a warm and generous welcome to everyone who comes  

- to offer a sanctuary of prayer and worship for the Christian community in 

Ringland  

- to mark the Christian festivals with joy, hope and celebration 

- to hold events that bring people together in a spirit of community 

- to offer a place of love, inspiration and acceptance to all who come 

- to believe in God’s faithfulness and trust in His vision for us as His people 

 

What we need :  

- running water  

- a lavatory and wash basin 

- immediate repairs to the roof 

- masonry, wood and drainage repairs  

- help with enhancing and protecting the biodiversity of the site 

- enhancing the churchyard for visitors with nature display boards, benches 

and plants 

- a permanent safe kitchen area  

- developing our welcome to visitors 
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During 2022 we held the funerals of Ian Black (4th April), John Spinks (16th 

June) and Gerald Snowden (19th July).  

We also held 2 Weddings and 3 Baptisms (including 1 adult) 

The highlights of the year included Hexachordia returning, the Domino Singers 

concert, and visits of Pilgrims from Oxford (the Oxford Leg), and the Norwich 

Circle of Dance. 

The church in Ringland continues to offer opportunities for ministry and 

mission. There are always surprises, and we look to the Lord as to how He will 

use the seeds we are sowing and in what directions His Kingdom will grow. 

 

Rev Paul Seabrook 

 Incumbent 
 
 

 

Walsingham Way marker 
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Curate’s Report  

This last year following on from the Covid pandemic, has 

continued to see St Peter’s recover, regroup and look 

forward to the future. After the constraints of Covid 

lockdown, the congregation at the monthly Morning Praise 

services had dwindled to 4 or 5, it was decided to stop these 

for a while to enable us to pray and discern God’s vision and 

leading for the future of St Peter’s. This has opened up new 

opportunities for both change and growth in the ministry and 

mission of St Peter’s and this has been a positive, 

encouraging and more fruitful year. 

It is good that our weekly livestream worship has continued to 

be broadcast from St Peter’s or out on location.   

 I took on pastoral responsibility for St Peter’s and the 

community of Ringland in November 2022. The priority initially 

was to pray and listen to what parishioners and the community 

were saying they needed the church to be and to see how we 

could work together.  

We had begun with a Harvest Communion service in October, followed by 

the introduction of a regular monthly Holy Communion service on the 2nd 

Sunday, (as the livestream team are at Taverham), with an open invitation to 

drop in for coffee and cake afterwards. The congregation for this has now 

grown to between 12-14 (supported by Taverham congregation).  Thanks to 

Richard Hooker (organist) and Frances Sanderson Bates (AWA) who have 

been involved in leading worship and Sue Charnock (St Edmund’s 

Churchwarden) has been helping our Churchwarden Dian. All of their 

contributions are greatly valued and appreciated. 

A Nativity display and Saturday coffee 

morning with children’s activities was again 

held the week before Christmas, attracting a 

number of visitors including families. 

Encouragingly several local people 

expressed interest in helping with various 

church activities and maintenance jobs.  

The annual Christmas carol service was attended by 80 people and followed 

by refreshments and resulted in some good conversations and relationships 

being built with the local community. Rev Stella led the Christmas Day 

Communion service.  

In Holy Week we welcomed back the Walsingham Pilgrims, who stopped off 

for tea & cake and shared fellowship and a prayer time with us.   
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This year, 2023, as part of the Ringland Easter Fair, 

St Peter’s hosted a families’ Easter Garden making 

and craft event. Easter Day congregation was 14 

including 1 family, with for the first time, 10 people 

dropping in for coffee & cake afterwards, which 

was very encouraging.   

 

We have been looking at ways in which the church can 

grow its mission and outreach to those it already has 

contact with, especially through the increased number of 

life events Baptisms/Weddings/Funerals this year.  Also too 

the significant number of visitors throughout the year, for 

whom refreshments are now available in church.           

                                                                                                                                     

A small library and the foodbank collection bin are now housed in the church 

and the childrens’ corner has been extended. Several musical events are 

planned to be held in the church during this coming year.                            

Possible future projects – a nature trail with boards around the churchyard, 

linking with the existing local circular walks for visitors and particularly families. 

We hope to trial a monthly coffee morning in the Village Hall, and investigate 

providing a composting toilet to enable the church to be accessible to more 

people. It would also be good to be able to offer some outreach for young 

people too. 

We are excited for small beginnings in Ringland, and 

encouraged by what God is doing and look forward to 

what he has for the next year. 

Rev Val Hooker 

Curate 
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St Peter’s Finance statement for 1st Jan 2022 to 31st December 2022 
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Churchwardens Report 

The year 2022 was a very busy one with lots of 

nice things happening. Firstly, a big thank you 

to our dear Rev Paul and Rachel, also Rev Phil 

who has helped “one lost sheep” immensely 

in so many ways.  

Thanks also to Rev Val and her husband 

Richard who have transformed the second 

Sunday in the month with a lovely service, 

organ playing and hymns, and coffee and 

cake. It is so good to share this special time 

with everyone.  

 

It is also good to share the churchwarden duties now with Sue Charnock. A 

great big thank you to everyone who helps keep St Peter’s open and alive. 

Live streaming continues to spread the word. Thank you to Graham, Nick, 

Rachel and the rest of the team. 

The churchyard is looking lovely with well – trimmed grass. Thank you to Nick 

Adams, Chair of the Parish Council, for providing this service. The Queen’s 

Platinum Jubilee tree, which was planted for the occasion, is doing well in the 

top hedge.  

Thank you to Elaine for helping me keep the inside of the church clean. 

The church has seen Baptisms and marriages during the year, along with 

several elderly residents passing away or going into care. Our prayers are for 

them all. For these occasions the church has been beautifully decorated. 

Also at Easter, Harvest and Christmas. Greenery and sheaves of corn were 

gathered, and St Peter’s was decorated by Sue, Michael and Gaye. Thanks 

to all. 

Thank you to Simon and Frances for running the 100 club and thank you to 

everyone who donates in this way. 

At Easter the Oxford Pilgrims stopped to rest and recover on their walk from 

Oxford to Walsingham. A lot of them were tired and footsore, our 

refreshments (cake) helped them on their way and were gratefully received. 

Ruth Black’s report was excitedly received. I think Rev Paul has covered it all 

in his report. It will be a huge task to undertake, but with God’s help we can 

do many things. 

Remembrance Day service was well attended with the names of our brave 

military heroes read out in timely fashion. We will remember them. 
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Lastly we finished the year with a traditional Christmas Eve Carol Service. This 

was well -attended with readings, carol singing and mulled wine and mince 

pies to finish. Christmas Holy Communion followed the next day. 

Well done everyone. Without your help St Peter’s wouldn’t have been so busy 

and I couldn’t have done it! Thank you everyone. 

 

Dian Frost 

Churchwarden 

 

Fabric Report 

The Architect’s Investigations and Structural Survey was carried out on 3rd and 

4th May 2022. The report has been received which highlights the need for 

extensive drainage repairs in the North Eastern corner of the churchyard, 

repairs to the roof structures of the building, and monitoring of movement 

and of the cracks in the wall and roof. 

As a result of the survey temporary plastic 

pipes have been installed in each of the 

downpipes to take rainwater away from the 

building. 

Also 16 tell – tales have been inserted into the 

cracks consisting of mortar filling the cracks, 

and numbered with purple chalk. 

 

Mrs Blackman was able to gain access to the church roof and identified key 

areas where rainwater was leaking into the building. She was able to make 

temporary repairs to these areas.  

Pews were removed to facilitate access for the 

cherry picker inside the building during the works. We 

requested that two of these pews should not be 

reinstated – the two back pews in the central aisle on 

the northern side.  Permission still needs to be sought 

for this arrangement to become permanent. To do so 

would involve works to the floor. However we feel it 

would give more space at the back of the church.  

A bat ecologist was present at the site to carry out a 

watching brief while the works were being carried 

out, particularly to the roof areas. 
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Mrs Blackman’s full report accompanied her letter of 8th August 2022, 

together with a schedule of estimates of the considerable sums that would 

be needed to carry out the repairs to the roofs and cracks, Tower and drains, 

totalling in the region of £212,486. 

The PCC will now need to consider the way forward and what may be 

possible to preserve the integrity of the building. 

Mr David Streak has removed the water butt on the North outside Chancel 

wall which was causing water to enter the building and mould was forming 

on the inside wall. We are very grateful to him for doing this work. 

Our next projects will include the minor but urgent repairs highlighted in Mrs 

Blackman’s Quinquennial Report, and continuing to liaise with the Parish 

Council as the works on the Church Mound (owned by the Parish Council) 

 

Rev Paul Seabrook    

   

 

 

 

 


