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St Andrew's Church, Aldringham with Thorpe 
 

Annual Report 2022 

 
Introduction           - David Copp 
  
As the year started, we were still officially in “Vacancy” although Revd James was holding the fort 
very well with all four churches to consider.  The vacancy had been advertised before Christmas but 
there had been no applicants.  The vacancy was readvertised, and the Archdeacon came to tell us 
what to expect going forward.  We were warned that many vacancies remained unfilled for a 
considerable time and at the time of the February PCC meeting there were still no applicants.  

Thanks to James, the retired clergy and David Gordon and Sheila Brechin, the pattern of regular 
11am Sunday morning services was continued.  

In January, at the Cathedral in Bury St Edmunds, Gail Southgate was licensed by Bishop Mike as a 
Lay Pioneer, working in the Suffolk Centre of Mission.  

Coming up to Easter we were hoping that the Sunrise service on the beach could be held again, after 
Covid induced gaps in the last two years.  Arrangements were made with Gail and Stephen and the 
Pilgrims for them to be the lead on this occasion and the service was led by Archdeacon Sally Gaze 
with an attendance of over 100.  

Discussions continued throughout the year about the vestry upgrade with efforts being made to 
ensure that the proposals were or would be endorsed by the congregation.  

James Marston had informed us of a requirement that “Safeguarding” now had to be a topic on 
every PCC agenda.  This was to become of particular significance at the PCC meeting immediately 
following the APCM in April as James informed us then that with immediate effect, David and Sheila 
were banned from leading services, with their lack of safeguarding certification being given as the 
reason.  James said this meant that services thereafter would be held only once a fortnight.  There 
was uproar.  

Subsequently a meeting between the PCC and Archdeacon Jeanette was held which left most of us 
very unhappy. Rural Dean Richard Finch did however step in and found clergy to officiate at 
Aldringham every Sunday.  

Many of the PCC members completed the online Safeguarding certification courses.  Sheila 
embarked on Elder training and David would do so also.  

The Queen’s Platinum Jubilee was celebrated by Aldringham village at the beginning of June, with a 
“Come and Sing” event being held in the church.  

Then at the end of June, Revd Sarah arrived and was licensed.  

Raking Days on 21st and 22nd July were as successful as ever, with thanks to Bob Browne and the use 
of farmer Edward Turner’s and Conca Goyder’s tractors and lovely weather.  

Rita Browne took on the leadership of the Flowers team which seems to be working well and we 
owe a big thankyou also to Liz Fishwick who keeps the church and the vestry clean.  

Revd Sarah put out a questionnaire about patterns of services to the congregations of all four 
churches and this has hopefully been useful to the clergy team.  

In November we learnt that Revd Sheila Murray had fallen seriously ill and would be absent from 
the clergy team for the foreseeable future.  We had enjoyed the services which she had led and she 
would be missed.  

And then another blow in December when Revd John Tipping died suddenly and unexpectedly.   

The year concluded with a very well attended Christmas morning service led by Bishop Sandy Millar.  
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Review of the Year from the Priest-in-Charge    -   Reverend Sarah du Boulay 

I have now been your Priest-in-Charge for 9 whole months, and I have to say that moving to, and 
being part of the Alde Sandlings benefice has been an enormous pleasure and privilege. I have been 
inspired by the welcome I have received, and the willingness of people to step out in faith.  
 
I must start by thanking everybody who was so instrumental in keeping the show on the road during 
vacancy – a difficult task at any time, but especially so coming straight out of the pandemic. You all 
did a sterling job – thank you. I’d also particularly like to thank the people who continually serve the 
church in both seen and unseen roles. David Copp, David Gordon, Annie Norton, Sheila Brechin, 
Chris Burrell-Saward, readers, welcomers, sacristans, servers, cleaners, flower team, catering team, 
choir and organists – your hard work is immensely appreciated and does not go unnoticed. Thank 
you all.  
 
What a year we have had! We have been challenged in every way possible and come together as a 
church and a benefice to represent God’s people and to serve our community.  
 
Our pattern of worship is steadily changing as we discern where and how God is calling us. We are 
very excited to be reintroducing Choral Evensong in May (which will take place on the first Sunday 
of every month thereafter). I am also hugely encouraged by our Elder team – across the benefice 
grown to 12 members. Here in Aldringham, we are ably served by Sheila Brechin and David Gordon. 
Their ministry is a wonderous thing, and as we look forward as a benefice, their own particular gifts 
will continue to shine.  
 
As we look to the future of our benefice, it strikes me that one word keeps popping up, in prayers, 
in sermons, in discussion: Revival. We are in a good place as a church, planning for the future and 
looking for ways to continue God’s mission here in our little corner of Suffolk. We pray for God’s 
kingdom here on earth. Let the Revival start here!  
 

St Andrew’s Worship -  David Gordon  

2022 proved to be a difficult year.  The year started in the middle of the interregnum following Rev 
Mark’s retirement and with covid still impacting on services.  With a severe shortage of clergy, David 
and Sheila led the services of the word and retired clergy stepped in to lead holy communion 
services. 

A good service pattern was established and in April, we congratulated ourselves that average 
congregation size had increased to 34, higher than pre covid. 

But in May the Archdeacon announced (without warning or consultation) that David and Sheila 
would not be allowed to lead services any more with immediate effect.  This placed a greater strain 
on the retired clergy who very kindly rallied round to lead even more services and so we were not 
forced to cancel any regular services. 

The arrival of Rev Sarah at the end of June lifted the spirits and her early initiative of a weekly service 
of prayer on a Wednesday morning has been welcomed and is a lovely service. 

We were able to hold our annual pets service in August, led by our dog loving new priest.  And the 
Battle of Britain service in September, appropriately led by Rev Sheila Murray, RAF (Retd). 

Weekly services continued to be led mostly by retired clergy and we are particularly grateful to Rev 
Sheila Murray who led a total of nine services  in just three months. 

The final three months of the year brought more sadness when both Rev Sheila and Rev Jo were 
seriously ill.  And the final blow when our much-loved Canon John Tipping unexpectedly passed 
away. But the year ended on a joyful note with the Christmas Day service beautifully led by retired 
Bishop Sandy Millar, visiting Aldringham church for the first time in 30 years. 
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The Church Building - Chris Burrell-Saward 

In the period since the last Annual Parochial Report there have thankfully been very few repairs 
necessary to St Andrew’s other than usual cyclical maintenance items.   

Externally, the gutters have been professionally cleaned and one or two slates replaced on the main 
roof pitch during the early part of the year.   The car park potholes have been filled and the path at 
the entrance gates repaired. 

Internally, the old spotlights to the nave have been replaced with LED equivalents and two extra 
lights fitted to provide better illumination to the altar. All the new lights together now consume only 
the same amount of power as just one of the old spotlights. 

All statutory maintenance requirements i.e., PAT testing and Fire extinguisher maintenance etc, have 
been completed in-year. 

The major project of alterations to the vestry to provide a bigger meeting room and new robing 
room/parish office are slowly progressing with some cost reducing alterations being made to the 
construction plans in the last quarter of 2022. The proposals now include alterations to the nave to 
make this more accessible and inclusive to all. Following a public presentation of the proposals to 
the congregation, it is hoped that the Faculty application to the Diocese and the Planning/Building 
Control application to the Local Authority will both be submitted by the summer. 

The church remains in good order, all the requirements of the last Quinquennial Inspection having 
been met.   The next Quinquennial Review is due in July 2023, and this will be carried out at the 
Diocese’s expense by our parish architect Tim Buxbaum ARIBA. 

 

Social and Outreach - David Copp 

Other than the events organised by the Friends (reported elsewhere) the only social events have 
been the after-church refreshments in the vestry which have been very well patronised and very 
much enjoyed.  Many thanks to those who have brewed and served coffee tea and biscuits (do I 
remember mince pies and the occasional homemade cake?)  

This is an important part of our community and in the past has relied on a small number of people 
to boil the kettles and serve the coffee.  If others would be ready to volunteer on occasion, do please 
say so.  

As we emerge from the time of Covid, there has been little enthusiasm for outreach events but 
hopefully there will be more to report in the 2023 Annual Report.  

  

Music    - Mark Goyder     

Mish Kelly led the choir with flair and energy until her move away from the area in July 2022. She 

had been in charge since 2018. She had a rare ability to get singers to believe in their ability to rise 

to higher level of difficulty.  

The evensong on 18 July to mark Mish’s departure proved to be a particular high point. 

Like the best leaders, Mish had identified a successor. Liz Page who is well known and respected 

for her musical leadership in the area has kindly agreed to take on the role with a commitment to 

a minimum of one service a month which she has generously exceeded on many occasions. We 

have also been blessed to have the dedicated support of another professional musician, Suzanne 

Vandenberghe who has directed the choir in Liz’s absence as well as making a regular contribution 

as organist. Hugh Singleton makes up the regular organists’ team, travelling all the way from 

Ipswich.  

Liz has been able to bring with her a supplementary group of singers from outside the parish. This 

has been important in recent months as the ‘core’ Aldringham choir has been reduced in number. 

Richard Crane who had been our invaluable tenor for many years finally stepped down in the face 
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of persistent ill health and died in January. He had a wonderful voice and an admirable 

determination to keep singing through adversity. Robin Somerset who was happy on special 

occasions to supplement the basses sadly died in October. Following his death Sarah Somerset’s 

singing talent will now be deployed in Aldeburgh. At this sad time, it was appropriate that singers 

from across the Benefice were able to come together and sing at Robin’s funeral and also for the 

funeral of John Tipping whose spiritual Inspiration and musical contribution were valued in 

Aldringham and beyond.  

It is taking time and some experimentation to fit the music we can offer to the emerging pattern 

of worship. One innovation this year will be a renewed commitment to a monthly sung evensong.  

Our thanks to all the dedicated choir members, and the congregation who have regularly shown 

their appreciation for Aldringham’s musical enhancement of worship.  

 

Churchyard   - David Copp  

The churchyard continues to be a source of great pleasure to many, and it is a place of which we can 
all be proud.  It does of course need maintenance in addition to the big effort with the raking days 
which this year were on 21st and 22nd July and were as successful as ever, with thanks to Bob Browne 
and the use of farmer Edward Turner’s and Conca Goyder’s tractors and lovely weather.  

Many people come together then and enjoyed a picnic lunch in the sunshine when the work was 
done.  

Other people who have helped with mowing, sowing, planting, and tidying include Chris Burrell-
Saward, Guy Baly, Janey Blanchflower, Sarah Gordon, Christine Laschet, Uta Stiller, Eric Atkinson 
and Bob Browne.  

The yews we planted around the new cremation area have been disappointingly slow to grow. A 
plan for them will be needed in 2023.  

Raking Days in 2023 will be Thursday July 20 and Friday July 21.  

 

The Friends of St Andrews - Annie Norton  

The Quiz Night due to be held on the 18th March had to be postponed to the 1st April.  We had a 
reduced number of teams, but we were able to raise £250.65 for the Fabric Fund.  Thanks go to all 
who helped with the event, especially our Quizmaster, Reverend Christine Brooks and our Scorer, 
Mary Rolfe and the Kitchen Crew. 

The Bridge Drive was held on the 25th April.  Six tables were taken.     Angela has thanked John 
Herbert for his work in promoting the Bridge Drive.  Ilsa Edwards won the first prize.  It took a lot of 
work to organize and run the Bridge Drive, especially for John, Angela and Budge and the Kitchen 
Crew.  The event raised £437 for the Fabric Fund. 

The Coffee Morning held on the 21st May raised £346 from the sale of refreshment, the various stalls 
and the Tombola.  Our thanks go to all who donated items for sale and gave their time to help in 
any way.  

The Friends of St. Andrews had a Bric-a-Brac stall at the two Aldeburgh Church Friday Markets in 
August and raised £175.60 for the Fabric Fund.    

On Saturday 10th September a Bric-a-Brac stall was set up in the Churchyard from 10 am-2pm.  
Pricing Bric-a-Brac is no easy task, so most items were “make me an offer”.  People were very 
generous with their offers, and we raised £57.00p.      

We held a Coffee Morning in the Church on Saturday 8th October from 10am – 12noon.  We had the 
usual stalls Cakes, Books, Bric-a-Brac, Tombola plus Jewellery, New and Nearly-New items and hats.    
The sum of £426 was raised.   



Page 8 of 14 

 

The Friends of St. Andrews Quiz Night held on Friday 18th November at 7pm raised £330.40. Our 
Quiz Master, Reverend Christine Brooks has decided to step down from her role, so we are looking 
for someone to replace her this year.   

In 2022 The Friends’ Events raised a little over £2,000.  A big thankyou goes to everyone who has 
helped us in any way over the past year to stage our fundraising events.     

We are looking to expand our committee.  If you would like to join us, for more information please 
contact Annie Norton. Tel 01728   anneenorton@btinternet.com  

 

Deanery Synod  - David Bywater  

Representing 25 parishes from 5 Benefices the Deanery met 3 times, 2022 - 2023. It received and 
considered information on topics: 

1. The work of Christians against poverty. 

2. Our Ministry for the use of our gifts to serve God in the name of Christ by means of the 
Church of England licensed and commissioned ministries.  These ministries currently 
include : 

• Children and families Minister 

• Elder 

• Evangelist 

• Lightwave Group Leader 

• Ordained Minister 

• Pioneer 

• Reader 

• School Foundation Governor  

• Youth Minister 

• Recognised local leader 

(Further information from wwwcofesuffolk) 

 3.  The development and enhancement to prayer and appreciation of the Bible. 

The P.C.C. is kept abreast of the Deanery work through regular reports from your current 
representative, David Bywater 

 

Money   - David Gordon 

The general fund has a minus figure this year but not of concern in view of the large surplus in the 
previous year. 

Our expenditure continues to be frugal with just three large numbers.  Parish share, music and 
charity giving.  The parish share is in part charity giving in that our contribution is more than the 
costs of clergy and ‘head office’.  We are also supporting parishes who have difficulty funding their 
priest.  The music figure is money well spent in that our choir makes a wonderful and unique 
contribution to our worship.  Charity giving reflects your contribution to the Ukraine appeal. 

The income to cover this expenditure is nearly all from the congregation in the form of regular 
standing orders and collections at services. And we can recover gift-aid on nearly all of your giving.  

mailto:anneenorton@btinternet.com
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If it is cash in the collection, you do not even need to be a taxpayer!  So, thank you everyone for 
your generous support of our lovely little church in Aldringham. 

The fabric fund had nil expenditure this year as the fabric is in good order.  The income was from 
Friends fundraising (which has returned to full strength after the interruptions of covid) and a 
generous donation from a family to whom our church is special even though they now live a long 
way away. 

A big thankyou to the Friends committee who do so much to support our church. 

The fabric fund is now nearly £100,000 and we are likely to be spending part of that on the 
improvements currently planned to the church and vestry as displayed on the board at the back of 
the church. (Subject if course to planning permission from church and state!) 

The Financial Statements for St Andrew’s church may be found later in this report. 

 

Safeguarding  -  

The PCC has complied with its duty to have due regard to House of Bishops guidance on safeguarding 
children and vulnerable adults; and details of the Benefice and Diocesan contacts in this regard are 
clearly displayed in church for the public to see. 

 

Volunteers   - David Copp 

So much of what the church does relies on volunteers, so this report would not be complete without 
a big thank you to all of the volunteers. To those who clean the church, work in the churchyard, help 
with the lovely flower arrangements, act as sacristan, read the lessons, lock and unlock, provide after 
church refreshments, thank you very much for all that you do.   

And to the PCC, thank you for working together for the benefit of the church and the congregation. 

 

Action by you, the reader of this report 

If you have any questions, comments, or feedback, please email these to David Copp 
(davidcopp@hotmail.co.uk).  

 

Elections to the PCC will happen at the APCM so, if you would be interested in exploring what you 
might contribute as a PCC member then do please speak to David Copp. 

mailto:davidcopp@hotmail.co.uk
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ST ANDREWS CHURCH, ALDRINGHAM 

FINANCIAL STATEMENTS FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 DECEMBER 2022 

 

GENERAL FUND RECEIPTS AND PAYMENTS ACCOUNT 
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Highlights and Memories of  2022 
 
 

 

  

OPEN AIR SERVICES 

June to September 

EASTER SUNRISE SERVICE 

 

Rev SARAH’S INSTALLTION 

June 
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Revd SHELIA HART RETIREMENT 

June 

REMEMBRANCE SUNDAY SERVICE  

AND FIELD OF REMEMBRANCE 

November 

RAKING DAY and 

CHURCHYARD 

MAINTENANCE 

July 

HARVEST FESTIVAL 

October 
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St Andrew’s Church 

Aldringham 

Suffolk 

IP16 4QT 

A part of the 


