
 

WEEKLY NEWSLETTER FOR THE BLACKWATER BENEFICE 

26th March 2023 

 

Info for the newsletter please send to  

blackwaterbenefice7@gmail.com 
PRIEST IN CHARGE:       Revd Tracey Caswell 07742999633,  01621 335471 

blackwaterbenefice@gmail.com 

ASSOCIATE MINISTER:  Revd Sarah Clare    07762840905,  01621868819         sarahclare9@gmail.com 

ASSOCIATE MINISTER:  Revd Susan Godsmark                    01621891513              suegodsmark@aol.com  

ASSISTANT CURATE:  Revd Andrew Vince 07952144613  01621868415   andrew.vince15@gmail.com  

BENEFICE ADMINISTRATOR   Lizzie Armour  07908776750   office.blackwaterbenefice@gmail.com 

(Please contact Lizzie if you wish to book, a wedding, baptism etc. She is available on Tuesday and 

Thursday mornings. Messages left at other times during the week will be responded to at regular 

intervals) 

SAFEGUARDING 
 We are committed to Safeguarding children and young people and vulnerable adults within this Benefice.  

 The PCCs have adopted the Church of England’s policies and best practice of safeguarding which may be found on the 

Church of England’s website: https://www.churchofengland.org/more/safeguarding, or on the Safeguarding pages of 

the Chelmsford Diocese: https://www.chelmsford.anglican.org/safeguarding. 

 
Tollesbury  Salcott T. D’Arcy T. Major Gt. Totham Lt. Totham Goldhanger 

Sunday 26th March (4th Sunday of Lent / clocks go forward) 
9:30 Rev Andrew 

Family Communion 
 

Morning Prayer 

on Tuesday 28th 

March 9.15am in 

the Tower. 

 

 11:00 Rev 

Andrew 

Communion 

Wednesday 

10am 29th March 

BCP 

Communion. 

Rev Tracey 

 10:00 Rev Sue 

Communion 

 

6:00 Rev Sue 

Zoom Evensong 

E Every Saturday at 

5:30 pm there is 

BCP Communion. 

11:00 Rev Tracey 

Communion – 

Marriage Sunday 

  

9:30 Rev Tracey 

Communion 
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PRIVATE PRAYER 
GREAT TOTHAM:            Monday to Saturday 10 – 3pm, 

                                       Sunday 11-3pm  
GOLDHANGER       Daily 10am – 4pm 
LITTLE TOTHAM:            Wednesday 10 – 4pm 
ST.MARY’S SALCOTT:    Daily 7am – 5pm 
ST.MARY’S TOLLESBURY          Daily 10am-3pm 

 

 

MORNING PRAYER  
 Morning Prayer on YouTube on Wednesdays and Fridays 

both at 10.00am. Jo Lacey has started offering Evening 

Prayer once a month on YouTube. 

https://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/6651/   or 

     https://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/6657 

YouTube  
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCuMHtbsdz2Enbj

0TdEmE3-g/videos 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

  
 
 
Celtic Evening 
Service on the 
remaining 
Wednesdays at 
8:00 pm during 
March. See 
below for 
venues: 
 
 
 

29th St. Mary's, Salcott 
  
 

 
 

Date for your diary 
Benefice Quiet Day at St. Mary's, Salcott 

10 am - 3 pm Saturday 20th May 
More details to follow after Easter! 

 
 
 

EASTER LILIES 
       ST. NICHOLAS, T. D'ARCY 

 
If you would like to have a lily in "Memory of a 

loved one" to be arranged on the font for Easter 
please contact Ann O'Donoghue 07377892521. 

The cost will be £3.00 each. We will list your 
loved ones name on a card beside the 

arrangement. Please ring before 
3rd April '23 to ensure we can buy the lilies in 

time. 

 
SUNDAY WEEK FOUR - 26TH MARCH 5TH 

SUNDAY OF LENT – PURPLE 

Ezekiel 37:1-14, Romans 8:6-11, 

John 11:1-45 

 

GOSPEL 

11 Now a certain man was ill, Lazarus of Bethany, the 
village of Mary and her sister Martha. 

2 
Mary was the 

one who anointed the Lord with perfume and wiped 

his feet with her hair; her brother Lazarus was ill. 
3 
So 

the sisters sent a message to Jesus,[a] ‘Lord, he whom 
you love is ill.’ 

4 
But when Jesus heard it, he said, 

‘This illness does not lead to death; rather it is for 

God’s glory, so that the Son of God may be glorified 
through it.’ 

5 
Accordingly, though Jesus loved Martha 

and her sister and Lazarus, 
6 
after having heard that 

Lazarus[b] was ill, he stayed two days longer in the 

place where he was. 
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7 
Then after this he said to the disciples, ‘Let us go to 

Judea again.’ 
8 
The disciples said to him, ‘Rabbi, the 

Jews were just now trying to stone you, and are you 

going there again?’ 
9 
Jesus answered, ‘Are there not 

twelve hours of daylight? Those who walk during the 
day do not stumble, because they see the light of this 

world. 
10 

But those who walk at night stumble, because 

the light is not in them.’ 
11 

After saying this, he told 
them, ‘Our friend Lazarus has fallen asleep, but I am 

going there to awaken him.’ 
12 

The disciples said to 

him, ‘Lord, if he has fallen asleep, he will be all 
right.’ 

13 
Jesus, however, had been speaking about his 

death, but they thought that he was referring merely to 

sleep. 
14 

Then Jesus told them plainly, ‘Lazarus is 

dead. 
15 

For your sake I am glad I was not there, so that 
you may believe. But let us go to him.’ 

16 
Thomas, who 

was called the Twin,[c] said to his fellow-disciples, ‘Let 

us also go, that we may die with him.’
17 

When Jesus 
arrived, he found that Lazarus[d] had already been in 

the tomb for four days. 
18 

Now Bethany was near 

Jerusalem, some two miles[e] away, 
19 

and many of the 
Jews had come to Martha and Mary to console them 

about their brother. 
20 

When Martha heard that Jesus 

was coming, she went and met him, while Mary stayed 

at home. 
21 

Martha said to Jesus, ‘Lord, if you had been 
here, my brother would not have died. 

22 
But even now 

I know that God will give you whatever you ask of 

him.’ 
23 

Jesus said to her, ‘Your brother will rise 
again.’ 

24 
Martha said to him, ‘I know that he will rise 

again in the resurrection on the last day.’ 
25 

Jesus said 

to her, ‘I am the resurrection and the life.[f] Those who 

believe in me, even though they die, will live, 
26 

and 
everyone who lives and believes in me will never die. 

Do you believe this?’ 
27 

She said to him, ‘Yes, Lord, I 

believe that you are the Messiah,[g] the Son of God, the 
one coming into the world.’

28 
When she had said this, 

she went back and called her sister Mary, and told her 

privately, ‘The Teacher is here and is calling for 
you.’ 

29 
And when she heard it, she got up quickly and 

went to him. 
30 

Now Jesus had not yet come to the 

village, but was still at the place where Martha had met 

him. 
31 

The Jews who were with her in the house, 
consoling her, saw Mary get up quickly and go out. 

They followed her because they thought that she was 

going to the tomb to weep there. 
32 

When Mary came 
where Jesus was and saw him, she knelt at his feet and 

said to him, ‘Lord, if you had been here, my brother 

would not have died.’ 
33 

When Jesus saw her weeping, 
and the Jews who came with her also weeping, he was 

greatly disturbed in spirit and deeply moved. 
34 

He 

said, ‘Where have you laid him?’ They said to him, 

‘Lord, come and see.’ 
35 

Jesus began to weep. 
36 

So the 
Jews said, ‘See how he loved him!’ 

37 
But some of 

them said, ‘Could not he who opened the eyes of the 

blind man have kept this man from dying?’
38 

Then 
Jesus, again greatly disturbed, came to the tomb. It was 

a cave, and a stone was lying against it. 
39 

Jesus said, 

‘Take away the stone.’ Martha, the sister of the dead 

man, said to him, ‘Lord, already there is a stench 
because he has been dead for four days.’ 

40 
Jesus said 

to her, ‘Did I not tell you that if you believed, you 
would see the glory of God?’ 

41 
So they took away the 

stone. And Jesus looked upwards and said, ‘Father, I 

thank you for having heard me. 
42 

I knew that you 

always hear me, but I have said this for the sake of the 
crowd standing here, so that they may believe that you 

sent me.’ 
43 

When he had said this, he cried with a loud 

voice, ‘Lazarus, come out!’ 
44 

The dead man came out, 
his hands and feet bound with strips of cloth, and his 

face wrapped in a cloth. Jesus said to them, ‘Unbind 

him, and let him go.’
45 

Many of the Jews therefore, 
who had come with Mary and had seen what Jesus did, 

believed in him. 

 

Collect 
Most merciful God, 

who by the death and resurrection of your Son Jesus 

Christ 

delivered and saved the world: 
grant that by faith in him who suffered on the cross 

we may triumph in the power of his victory; 

through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 
who is alive and reigns with you, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and for ever. 

(or) 
Gracious Father, 

you gave up your Son 

out of love for the world: 
lead us to ponder the mysteries of his passion, 

that we may know eternal peace 

through the shedding of our Saviour’s blood, 
Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 

Post Communion 
Lord Jesus Christ, 
you have taught us 

that what we do for the least of our brothers and 

sisters 

we do also for you: 
give us the will to be the servant of others 

as you were the servant of all, 

and gave up your life and died for us, 
but are alive and reign, now and for ever. 

 
 

JUST PRAYER 26
th

 March 2023 

Out of the depths I cry to you, LORD; 

 
Lord, hear my voice. Let your ears be attentive to my 

cry for mercy. 

 
If you, LORD, kept a record of sins, Lord, who could 

stand? 

 

But with you there is forgiveness, so that we can, with 
reverence, serve you. 
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I wait for the LORD, my whole being waits, and in his 
word I put my hope. 

Heavenly Father, 

Silence the noise in my soul. Empty me of cravings for 

things of this world that fail to truly satisfy. Fill me 

with the bread of your presence and the living water of 

your mercy. 

Wash me of all my addictions, failings, and 
temptations, minute by minute, hour by hour, day by 

day. Pick me up and hold me, and I’ll praise you for 

who you are. 

Help me to acknowledge that whatever good I think I 
do is your spirit moving in me, and may it prompt the 

praise my temporal mind and body long to give. 

We know that the mind governed by the flesh is your 

enemy, and cannot submit to your law, and we ask for 

your grace to gain us entry into the realm of the Spirit 

and union with Christ for eternity.. 

We know that you see us in all we do, and that you see 

us still seeking the approval of the world, and that 

although we know you are watching and listening, we 
still chase after so much worldly affirmation, by going 

along with the crowd in what we say and do. 

Help us not to boast in our Lenten choices, but listen 

to your voice alone. 

We’re not walking through intentional sacrifice to 

glorify ourselves and our will. But to remember how 
much you gave up so that we can offer your hope to 

others. Help us not to be a clanging cymbal, or focus 

on our failures over Lent, but to focus solely on your 

pure radiance and the joy of knowing you. In Jesus’ 

name we ask, Amen.  

 

God of mission 

Who alone brings growth to your Church, 

Send your Holy Spirit 

to give Vision to our planning, 

Wisdom to our actions,  

and Power to our witness. 

Help our church to grow in number,  

In spiritual commitment to you  

and in service to our community, 

Through Jesus Christ our Lord, Amen 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

REFLECTIONS BY VIVIENNE SMITH 

 

Penny Adams, who led the Mothering Sunday service 

at Little Totham last weekend, chose as one of the 

hymns the classic And Can It Be, that old Charles 
Wesley favourite. 

 

Charles Wesley, writing across the middle years of the 
18th century,  is arguably the greatest hymn writer of 

all time, with more than 6,500 to his name. Many of 

these remain in the current repertoire, including such 
as Hark, The Herald Angels Sing. 

 

Compare this with the Beatles. In their most prolific 

period during the 60s, according to Wikepedia, they 
wrote between them 213 songs. One wonders how 

many of them will still be remembered and performed 

in the 23rd century. 
 

For us oldies, both Cole Porter and Irving Berlin wrote 

a little over 800 songs each.  
 

And Can It Be is different from many other hymns in 

that, though it has a great tune, the words are quite 

challenging in places. Poetic, but with some strange 
imagery.  

 

Perhaps it wasn’t so strange in the 18th century as it 
seems today. But for us it might be easy to be put off 

by a hymn which begins: 

 And can it be that I should gain 

 An in’trest in the Saviour’s blood? 

 

But if we persevere with following the words, we find 

within the phraseology of 250 or so years ago, a 
sentiment that remains as strong and pertinent for us 

today as it must have been for the Christians of that 

era. 
 

I’m not going to set out the words of both those two 

verses. But they begin: 

 Long my imprisoned spirit lay 

 Fast bound in sin and nature’s night… 

And they continue, as Wesley describes his 

conversion: 
 My chains fell off, my heart was free, 

 I rose, went forth, and followed thee. 

 
This is followed in the fifth verse by: 

 No condemnation now I dread. 

 Jesus, and all in him, is mine! 

And the hymn finishes: 
 Bold I approach the eternal crown 

 And claim the crown, through Christ my 

             own. 

 

In those few words – just over 50 - I think we find a 

perfect statement of faith in Jesus and what He means 

to the believer of today. 
 



When I sat for my O levels at school, one of the books 
on my English Literature course was Jane Austen’s 

Pride and Prejudice. I still remember word for word its 

opening sentence, which is one of the most famous 

first words of any book in the English language (the 
Bible is another). 

     It is a truth universally acknowledged, that a  

     single man in possession of  

     a good fortune, must be in want of a wife. 

 

This sentence is effective because it says so much in so 
few words. Charles Wesley’s hymn, written to 

celebrate his own conversion in 1738, does exactly the 

same in such beautifully written English. 

 
And above all its message of personal salvation 

through death and resurrection is just as important and 

relevant to us all as it was all that time ago. 
 

 


