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Father’s Mark… 
 

What is Lent? 
Lent is the period of  40 days before Easter in the Christian 
calendar; it is a time of  reflection for many Christians as they 
prepare to remember and celebrate the death and resurrection 
of  Jesus Christ. Since 1970, in the Roman Rite Lent starts on 
Ash Wednesday and ends on the evening of Maundy      
Thursday with the Mass of  the Lord's Supper. This comprises 
a period of  44 days. The Lenten fast excludes Sundays and 
continues through Good Friday and Holy Saturday, totalling 40 
days (though the Eucharistic Fast still applies). Although Lent 
may formally end on Maundy Thursday, Lenten fasting     
practices continue until the Easter Vigil and additionally, the 
celebration of  Easter is preceded by the Paschal fast. 
 

For some, Lent is a 40 day period of  giving up chocolate,    
caffeine, alcohol, sugar or something else after Pancake Day!             
Traditionally, it’s seen as a time in which to reflect upon the life 
and death of  Jesus. However much we already know about 
Lent, the story of  Lent is one which reminds us of  why it is 
marked by so many around the world. 
 

The arrival of  Lent is characterised by pancakes! Shrove   
Tuesday, a day highly anticipated by all pancake lovers, is      
traditionally a day of  preparation before the season of  Lent 
begins.  
 

The 40 days of  Lent represent the 40 days Jesus spent in the 
wilderness at the start of  his ministry. Jesus fasted during his 
time in the wilderness, and so Christians identify with his    
suffering by abstaining from particular foods during this time, 
including meat, alcohol, and all manner of  sugar and fat. 
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Shrove Tuesday gets its name from the ritual of  ‘shriving’ and 
starts with the consuming of  all the ‘naughty but nice’ foods 
and drink we enjoy, to empty the larder, in preparation for 
Lent. This ancient practice involves a person going to        
confession and receiving absolution as Lent begins. 
 

Lent begins on Ash Wednesday, a day of  obligation, of    
penitence and cleansing the soul, and ends on the evening 
of  Maundy Thursday with the Mass of  the Lord's Supper. On 
Ash Wednesday Christians attend Mass with the imposition of  
ashes where the sign of  the cross will be marked on the     
forehead in ash as a sign of  penitence. This is a sign of      
mortality, based upon the idea from the Book of  Genesis that 
humankind came into the world from dust and will return to 
it. The 40 days are an opportunity to remember Jesus’ Passion 
and Death and in doing so to express sorrow over our own sin 
and be reminded that Jesus brought freedom from sin and 
spiritual death. 
 

The Lenten fast excludes Sundays (all Sundays being the day 
of  Jesus’ Resurrection) as these days are of  Lent not in Lent 
and continues through Good Friday and Holy Saturday,       
totalling 40 days (though the Eucharistic Fast still applies).  
 

The Mass of  the Last Supper until the Evening Prayer of  
Easter Sunday inclusively constitutes the Easter Triduum, 
which is of  even greater antiquity than the Season of  Lent. 
 

Although Lent may formally end on Maundy Thursday, Lenten 
fasting practices continue until the Easter Vigil and                    
additionally, the celebration of  Easter is preceded by the         
Paschal fast. 
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Mothering Sunday or Refreshment Sunday, not Mother’s Day, 
occurs on the fourth Sunday of  Lent, marking the halfway   
period through Lent. Mothering Sunday is thought to have 
originated from when individuals returned to their mother 
church, typically a main church or cathedral of  the diocese. It 
further developed when servants were allowed Mothering  
Sunday off  to return home to their mother church and would 
often take a rare opportunity to see family hence why many 
use it as a chance to see and celebrate with their mothers. 
 

Lent culminates (next month) in Holy Week. Holy Week    
begins with Palm Sunday, a day which commemorates Jesus’ 
triumphant procession into Jerusalem on a donkey.                         
 

Palm crosses and branches are waved in celebration, the     
Passion Gospel is read and occasionally a donkey is involved in 
the procession. 
 

The Thursday before Easter is Maundy Thursday. It is a   
reminder of  the last meal Jesus shares with his disciples,  
teaches by washing their feet and inaugurates the first ever  
Eucharist. He foretold his death; drawing a direct parallel     
between the bread and his body and the wine and his blood. 
Bells and the Gloria in excelsis fall silent until the Easter Vigil 
and The Watch takes place while altars are stripped, and 
crosses and icons covered. 
 

The following day is Good Friday, a day commemorating   
Jesus’ death on the cross. It is a day of  mourning, when we  
remember the Passion and Death of  Christ, and the suffering 
and despair of  his mother and disciples. The service on this 
day is one of  solemn reflection as we hear the reading of  the 
Passion and Venerate the Cross.                                       
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The Mass is not celebrated but communion is distributed from 
the reserve sacrament from Maundy Thursday.  
 

Why Good Friday? It is so called because the death of  Jesus, as 
terrible as it was, led to his Resurrection, which brought New 
Life to the whole world. 
 

The Easter Vigil is the ‘Solemnity of  Solemnities’, and people 
are urged to see it as the greatest observance of  the Christian 
year and the foretaste of  the Everlasting Easter; and as the 
Celebration of  the Resurrection Night rather than as a service 
that happens at the end of  Holy Saturday. 
 

The Vigil begins after nightfall and ends before daybreak. 
There is a bonfire that should be big enough for its flames  
truly to scatter the darkness of  this night; and the marking of  
the Paschal Candle instigates the procession and the        
proclamation of  the ‘Light of  Christ’. The Exultet is sung and 
the people renew their Baptismal promises. 
 

After their Triduum absence the Gloria is sung, bells are rung, 
statues and icons are unveiled, and the Blessèd Sacrament is 
replaced in the Tabernacle. Those who receive Holy         
Communion at the Vigil Mass may communicate again at Mass 
on Easter Day, but they have already fulfilled their Easter duty. 

 

Get involved with Lent. 
 

 

Father Mark 
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Church Calendar          March 2023 
Wed 1st  S. David B     The people of Wales 
Thurs 2nd  Feria      Rural Communities                                                        
Fri 3rd   Feria      The Armed Forces                                                                
Sat4th   Feria       Medical Practitioners                                           
SUN 5th  LENT 2     The Parish                                                  
Mon 6th  Feria      The retired & elderly                                               
Tues 7th  Ss Perpetua & Felicity Ms   Expectant mothers                                                          
Wed 8th     S. Felix B     Bishop of the East Angles                                   
Thurs 9th    Feria      Places of Education                                           
Fri 10th  Feria      Refugees                                                     
Sat 11th Feria       World Day for the Sick                                     
SUN 12th LENT 3     The Parish                                                    
Mon 13th Feria      Work for Aid Agencies                                                      
Tues 14th Feria      Care of the Elderly                                               
Wed 15th Feria      Poets                                                             
Thurs 16th  Feria      Interfaith Relations                                                  
Fri 17th S. Patrick B     The people of Ireland      
Sat 18th S. Cyril of Jerusalem B, Dr.   All God’s Children                                    
SUN 19th  LENT 4 Mothering Sunday  The Parish                                       
Mon 20th  S. Joseph, Husband of the BVM  Fathers & Manual Workers                                
Tues 21st  Feria       Rural Communities                                       
Wed 22nd  Feria      Christian Unity                                       
Thurs 23rd  Feria      Orthodox Christianity      
Fri 24th    Feria      Prisoners & Captives                                       
Sat 25th ANNUNCIATION OF THE LORD The Angelus                              
SUN 26th LENT 5     The Parish                                         
Mon 27th Feria      Builders                                                    
Tues 28th Feria      Mountain Climbers                                        
Wed 29th Feria      Media & the Arts                                 
Thurs 30th Feria      The Homeless                                     
Fri 31st  Feria       Victims of Crime 

 

SUNDAYS:  10:00 Parish Mass  

WEEKDAYS: Said Mass on Thursdays at 10:00. 

For times of other services please see the church noticeboard                                                      
or visit our parish website. 

Parishioners are asked to sanitise their hands upon arrival in church. 

For further information please see the Church Notice Board. 
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 The Years Mind 
Every day the Church remembers and prays for 
the souls of those whose anniversary of death falls 
during the month. Below are those who we                                    
remember this month. 

1st  Eileen Tadgell  

2nd Annie Grace Harrington, Linda McAdam,              
 Geoffrey F. Haynes. 

4th  Brian Edward Torode (Priest). 

6th  Mathilda Louise Ricketts. 

7th  Charles Robert Wiseman,  Richard Furley Mellor. 

8th  W.A. Green, Emily Phyllis Short. 

10th  Donald Mickley, Dereck Benwell, Barry Benwell,                 
 Susan Warwick. 

12th  Maggie Harrington, Mary Elizabeth Miles,                                         
 David Philip Evans. 

13th  Ernest C. Perry, George Rome. 

14th William Guest Sollors, E.F. John Hawkins. 

15th  Janet Laura Dyer, Ralph Bailey. 

16th  Brian John Wilkins. 

17th  Graham Bainbridge Campbell, Andrew Ransome. 

18th  Adam Richard Samuell, Theresa Sullivan.  

19th  Landis John Darks, Harold Leslie Pilkington.  

20th  June Postans. 

22nd  Dorothy Jennings. 

23rd  Amy Edwina Bridges. 

24th  Ernest Frederick Cole. 

25th  Samuel Charles Little. 

26th  Harold Charles Link 

28th  Alfred Charles Dodds, Alfred William Dodds. 

29th  Bella Jane Graham Simons, Mary Violet Walker,                                                                      
 Donald Gordon Robert Stewart. 
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DEANERY LENT TALKS 2023 
 

1st March  The Reverend Father Jeffery Gunn 
   (former Dean of Ballarat, Australia) 
 

8th March  The Venerable Philip Andrew 
   (Archdeacon of Cheltenham) 
 

15th March  The Rt. Reverend Robert Evens 
   (former Suffragan Bishop of Crediton) 
 

22nd March The Reverend Canon Michael Garland 
   (former Vicar of S. Mary’s, Charlton Kings & Hon Canon of Gloucester) 
 

29th March  The Rt. Reverend David Jennings 
   (former Suffragan Bishop of Warrington) 
 

5th April  The Reverend Dr. Sarah McDonald 
   (Team Vicar of Emmanuel Cheltenham & Leader of CNC) 
 

12:00 – Midday Prayer. 12.20 – LENT TALK 
Followed by Lent Lunch (soup & roll). 

 

ALL WELCOME 
 

S. Philip & S. James Parish Church, Cold Pool Lane, Up Hatherley. GL51 6HX. 
For further information please telephone Father Mark on 01242 704837. 



 10 

SaintsAbove 

National saints are always important and this month 
we have two; Wales and Ireland. 
 

 
 

Saint David (Welsh: Dewi Sant; Latin: Davidus; c. 
500 – c. 589) was a Welsh bishop of  Mynyw (now S. 
Davids) during the 6th century. He is the patron 
saint of  Wales. David was a native of  Wales, and   
tradition has preserved a relatively large amount of  
detail about his life. His birth date, however, is      
uncertain: suggestions range from 462 to 512. He is 
traditionally believed to be the son of  Saint Non and 
the grandson of  Ceredig ap Cunedda, king of      
Ceredigion.  



 11 

Many of  the traditional tales about David are found in 
the Buchedd Dewi ("Life of  David"), 
a hagiography written by Rhygyfarch in the late 11th 
century. Rhygyfarch claimed it was based on           
documents found in the cathedral archives. Modern 
historians are sceptical of  some of  its claims: one of  
Rhygyfarch's aims was to establish some independence 
for the Welsh church, which had refused the Roman 
rite until the 8th century and now sought a             
metropolitan status equal to that of  Canterbury (this 
may apply to the supposed pilgrimage to Jerusalem 
where he is said to have been anointed as an             
archbishop by the patriarch). 
 

The tradition that he was born at Henfynyw        
(Vetus-Menevia) in Ceredigion is not improbable. He 
became renowned as a teacher and preacher, founding 
monastic settlements and churches in Wales,        
Dumnonia, and Brittany. S. David's Cathedral stands 
on the site of  the monastery he founded in the Glyn 
Rhosyn valley of  Pembrokeshire. Around 550, he     
attended the Synod of  Brefi, where his eloquence in 
opposing Pelagianism caused his fellow monks to elect 
him primate of  the region. As such he presided over 
the synod of  Caerleon (the "Synod of  Victory") 
around 569.  
 

His best-known miracle is said to have taken place 
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when he was preaching in the middle of  a large crowd 
at the Synod of  Brefi: the village of Llanddewi       
Brefi stands on the spot where the ground on which 
he stood is reputed to have risen up to form a small 
hill. A white dove, which became his emblem, was 
seen settling on his shoulder.  

David is said to have denounced Pelagianism during 
this incident and he was declared archbishop by     
popular acclaim according to Rhygyfarch, bringing 
about the retirement of  Dubricius. 

S. David's metropolitan status as an archbishopric was 
later supported by Bernard, Bishop of  S. Davids, 
Geoffrey of  Monmouth, and Gerald of  Wales. 
 

The Monastic Rule of  David prescribed that monks 
had to pull the plough themselves without draught    
animals, and must drink only water and eat only bread 
with salt and herbs. The monks spent their evenings in 
prayer, reading and writing. No personal possessions 
were allowed: even to say "my book" was considered 
an offence. He lived a simple life and practised         
asceticism, teaching his followers to refrain from      
eating meat and drinking beer. His symbol, also the 
symbol of  Wales, is the leek (this inspires a reference 
in Shakespeare's Henry V, Act V scene 1): 

Fluellen: "If  your Majesty is remembered of  it, the 
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Welshmen did good service in a garden where leeks 
did grow, wearing leeks in their Monmouth caps, which 
your Majesty knows, to this hour is an honourable 
badge of  the service, and I do believe, your Majesty 
takes no scorn to wear the leek upon Saint Tavy's day". 
King Henry: "I wear it for a memorable honour; for I 
am Welsh, you know, good countryman". 
 

Though the exact date of  his death is not certain,    
tradition holds that it was on 1 March, which is the 
date now marked as Saint David's Day. The two most 
common years given for his death are 601 and 589. 
The monastery is said to have been "filled with angels 
as Christ received his soul". His last words to his     
followers were in a sermon on the previous Sunday. 
The Welsh Life of  S. David gives these as, "Arglwyddi, 
brodyr, a chwiorydd, Byddwch lawen a chadwch eich 
ffyd a'ch credd, a gwnewch y petheu bychain a         
glywsoch ac y welsoch gennyf  i. A mwynhau a gerdaf  
y fford yd aeth an tadeu idi", which translates as, 
"Lords, brothers and sisters, Be joyful, and keep your 
faith and your creed, and do the little things that you 
have seen me do and heard about. And as for me, I 
will walk the path that our fathers have trod before 
us."  
 

"Do ye the little things in life" ("Gwnewch y pethau 
bychain mewn bywyd") is today a very well known 
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phrase in Welsh. The same passage states that he died 
on a Tuesday, from which attempts have been made to 
calculate the year of  his death. 
 

David was buried at St David's Cathedral at S. Davids, 
Pembrokeshire where his shrine was a popular place 
of  pilgrimage throughout the Middle Ages. During the 
10th and 11th centuries the Cathedral was regularly 
raided by Vikings, who removed the shrine from the 
church and stripped off  the precious metal          
adornments.  
 

In 1275 a new shrine was constructed, the ruined base 
of  which remains to this day which was originally   
surmounted by an ornamental wooden canopy with 
murals of  David, Patrick and Denis. The relics of    
David and Justinian of  Ramsey Island were kept in a 
portable casket on the stone base of  the shrine. It was 
at this shrine that Edward I came to pray in 1284.  
During the reformation Bishop Barlow (1536–48), a 
staunch Protestant, stripped the shrine of  its jewels 
and confiscated the relics of  David and Justinian. 
 

David's popularity in Wales is shown by the Armes 
Prydein of  around 930, a popular poem which   
prophesied that in the future, when all might seem lost, 
the Cymry (Welsh people) would unite behind the 
standard of  David to defeat the English; "A lluman 
glân Dewi a ddyrchafant" ("And they will raise the 
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pure banner of  Dewi"). 
 

David is said to have played a role in spreading     
Christianity on the continent, inspiring numerous place 
names in Brittany including Saint-Divy, Saint Yvi and 
Landivy. 

The restored Shrine of  Saint David was unveiled and 
rededicated by the Right Reverend Wyn Evans, Bishop 
of   

S. David’s at a Choral Eucharist on Saint David's Day, 
2012. 

 
 

Saint Patrick was a fifth-century Romano-British 
Christian missionary and bishop in Ireland. Known as 
the "Apostle of  Ireland", he is the primary patron saint 
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of  Ireland the other patron saints being Brigit of     
Kildare and Columba. Patrick was never formaly    
canonised, having lived prior to the current laws of  
the Catholic Church in these matters. Nevertheless, he 
is venerated as a Saint in the Catholic Church and in 
the Eastern Orthodox Church, where he is regarded 
as equal-to-the-apostles and Enlightener of  Ireland. 
  

The dates of  Patrick's life cannot be fixed with        
certainty, but there is general agreement that he was 
active as a missionary in Ireland during the fifth      
century. A recent biography on Patrick shows a late 
fourth-century date for the saint is not impossble.    
According to tradition dating back to the early Middle 
Ages, Patrick served as the first bishop of  Armagh and 
Primate of  Ireland, and credits him with bringing 
Christianity to Ireland, converting a pagan society. He 
has been generally so regarded ever since, despite     
evidence of  some earlier Christian presence in Ireland. 
  

According to the autobiographical Confessio of      
Patrick, when he was about sixteen, he was captured by 
Irish pirates from his home in Britain and taken as 
a slave to Ireland, looking after animals; he lived there 
for six years before escaping and returning to his   
family. After becoming a cleric, he returned to     
northern and western Ireland. In later life, he served as 
a bishop, but little is known about the places where he 
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worked. By the seventh century, he had already come 
to be revered as the patron saint of  Ireland. 
 

His feast day is observed on 17th March, the supposed 
date of  his death. It is celebrated inside and outside 
Ireland as a religious and cultural holiday. In the        
dioceses of  Ireland, it is both a solemnity and a holy 
day of  obligation; it is also a celebration of  Ireland   
itself. 
 

Patrick was born at the End of  Roman rule in Britain. 
His birthplace is not known with any certainty; some 
traditions place it in what is now England—one     
identifying it as Glannoventa (modern 
Ravenglass in Cumbria). There is a Roman town 
known as Bannaventa in Northamptonshire, which is 
phonically similar to the Bannavem Taburniae       
mentioned in Patrick’s confession, but this is probably 
too far from the sea.  

Claims have also been advanced for locations in      
present-day Scotland.  
 

Patrick's father, Calpurnius, is described as a decurion 
(Senator and tax collector) of  an unspecified                    
Romano-British city, and as a deacon; his grandfather 
Potitus was a priest from Bonaven Tabernia. However, 
Patrick's confession states he was not an active believer 
in his youth. 
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According to the Confession of  Saint Patrick, at the 
age of  sixteen he was captured by a group of  Irish   
pirates, from his family's Villa at “Bannavem       
Taburniae”. They took him to Ireland where he was 
enslaved and held captive for six years. Patrick writes in 
the Confession that the time he spent in captivity was 
critical to his spiritual development.  

He explains that the Lord had mercy on his youth and 
ignorance and afforded him the opportunity to be   
forgiven his sins and convert to Christianity. While in 
captivity, he worked as a shepherd and strengthened 
his relationship with God through prayer, eventually 
leading him to convert to Christianity.  

After six years of  captivity he heard a voice telling him 
that he would soon go home, and then that his ship 
was ready. Fleeing his master, he travelled to a port, 
two hundred miles away, where he found a ship and 
with difficulty persuaded the captain to take him. After 
three days' sailing, they landed, presumably in Britain, 
and apparently all left the ship, walking for 28 days in a 
"wilderness" and becoming faint from hunger.  

Patrick's account of  his escape from slavery and return 
home to Britain is recounted in his Declaration. After 
Patrick prayed for sustenance, they encountered a herd 
of  wild boar; since this was shortly after Patrick had 
urged them to put their faith in God, his prestige in 
the group was greatly increased. After various          
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adventures, he returned home to his family, now in his 
early twenties. After returning home to Britain, Patrick 
continued to study Christianity. 
 

Patrick recounts that he had a vision a few years after 
returning home: 

I saw a man coming, as it were from Ireland. His name 
was Victoricus, and he carried many letters, and he 
gave me one of  them. I read the heading: "The Voice 
of  the Irish". As I began the letter, I imagined in that 
moment that I heard the voice of  those very people 
who were near the wood of  Foclut, which is beside the 
western sea—and they cried out, as with one voice: 
"We appeal to you, holy servant boy, to come and walk 
among us."  
 

The absence of  snakes in Ireland has been noted from 
as early as the third century by Gaius Julius Solinus, 
but later legend has attributed the banishment of  all 
snakes from the island to Patrick. As Roy Flechner 
shows in his biography, the earliest text to mention an 
Irish saint banishing snakes from Ireland is in fact the 
Life of  Saint Columba (chapter 3.23), written in the 
late seventh or early eighth century.  

The earliest written record of  a legend about Patrick 
ridding Ireland of  venomous creatures dates to the 
thirteenth century by Gerald of  Wales, who expressed 
scepticism about the veracity of  the story. The more 
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familiar version of  the legend is given by Jocelyn of  
Furness, who says that the snakes had all been        
banished by Patrick chasing them into the sea after 
they attacked him during a 40-day fast he was           
undertaking on top of  a hill. The hagiographic theme 
of  banishing snakes may draw on the Biblical account 
of  the staff  of  the prophet Moses. In Exodus 7:8–
7:13, Moses and Aaron use their staffs in their struggle 
with Pharaoh's sorcerers, the staffs of  each side    
turning into snakes. Aaron's snake-staff  prevails by 
consuming the other snakes.  
 

17th March, popularly known as Saint Patrick's Day, is 
believed to be his death date and is the date celebrated 
as his Feast Day. The day became a feast day in the 
Catholic Church due to the influence of  the Waterford
-born Franciscan scholar Luke Wadding, as a member 
of  the commission for the reform of  the Breviary in 
the early part of  the 17th century. 
  

For most of  Christianity's first thousand years,       
canonisations were done on the diocesan or regional 
level. Relatively soon after the death of  people       
considered very holy, the local Church affirmed that 
they could be liturgically celebrated as saints. As a     
result, Patrick has never been formally canonised by a 
pope (common before the Great Schism of  1054, and 
in the Orthodox Church which never innovated a   
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formal canonisation process and has always lacked a 
Supreme Pontiff); nevertheless, various Christian 
churches declare that he is a saint in Heaven. 
 

He is still widely venerated in Ireland and elsewhere 
today.  
 

Patrick is honoured with a feast day on the liturgical 
calendar of  the Episcopal Church (USA) and with a 
commemoration on the calendar of Evangelical      
Lutheran Worship, both on 17th March. Patrick is      
also venerated in the Eastern Orthodox Church as a 
pre-Schism Western saint, especially among Orthodox 
Christians living in Ireland and the Anglosphere; as is 
usual with saints, there are Orthodox icons dedicated 
to him. Saint Patrick remains a recurring figure in Folk 
Christianity and Irish folktales. 

 

Patrick is said to be buried at Down Cathedral in 
Downpatrick County Down, alongside Saint Brigid 
and Saint Columba although this has never been   
proven.  
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‘STARTERS’ 
 

Our Sunday morning children’s group 
 

meets on the 2nd & 4th Sundays 
 

at 10:00 in the Church Centre. 
 

Worship & activities before joining 
the adults in Church  

for the rest of the Mass. 
 

Go to our website: 
www.achurchnearyou.com/ church/14268  

for weekly children’s activity sheets. 
 

WE LOOK FORWARD TO  
WELCOMING YOU. 



 23 

 

 

Puzzle Time          Chaucers Pilgrims 

Clerk 
Cook 

Franklin 
Friar 

Guildmen 
Host 

Knight 
Manciple 

Manoflaw 
Merchant 

Miller 
Monk 

Nunspriest 
Pardoner 
Parson 

Physician 

Plowman 
Prioress 
Reeve 

Shipman 
Squire 

Summoner 
Wifeofbath 
Yeoman 

M C E I R S L O H N C C I R N 

F S O M F M R A W A N L M E R 

R Q T H G I N K I M T L V G T 

M U N I W A S M F S O E O U L 

R I S U M M O N E R E L L I M 

E R A W O P R I O R E S S L M 

A E O N E R R E F R C S A D I 

E L K C N P A E B E A H R M N 

P P H Y S I C I A N K I A E M 

N I L N A P L O T O A P R N N 

I C U S I I A K H D A M K F T 

M N O S R A P H N R R A O S O 

L A D M A N O F L A W N O E I 

H M P N U R T L T P R H C I Y 

K R E L C R R I I L R F E A M 
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In February, we successfully launched our Warm    
Spaces group at the Village Hall– the 2 o’clock club, 
with the hall opening up each Tuesday afternoon to   
welcome residents for tea, coffee, cake, biscuits and a 
chance to meet and talk. Our first sessions were well 
supported and enjoyed and so we look forward to seeing how those  
attending would like to see the sessions develop. We will be having a 
speaker from Gloucestershire Police to talk about how to protect       
ourselves from fraud/scams and if this is well received, we will look to 
have speakers on other interesting topics. We have already had some 
other suggestions: a book group, films, maybe even a gardening group 
when the hall garden is developed. 

The most notable planning application that has been received recently 
is an application to build 6 flats at the back of Caernarvon Court. The 
Parish Council has been consulted and will be responding. In particular, 
we would like to see that any development is allied to an improvement 
of the existing building, the road surface, car park, pavements, access 
for existing residents and the general appearance and upkeep of the 
site. Without that happening, we have many concerns about the        
proposals. Watch this space! 

In the meantime – many thanks to Ashley, Sally and John for taking the 
time to tackle some problematic fly tipping in this area. It’s not a      
guarantee that the problem won’t re-occur, but it does seem to be the 
case that timely removal of fly tipping and littering does discourage   
further littering. We are lucky to have a number of local residents who 
regularly pick up discarded items around our parish. I really appreciate 
all the people who “do” rather than say “someone should do something”! 

Our next Parish Council meeting is 7th March at 7.30pm in the Village 
Hall. Members of the public are most welcome and there is always an 
opportunity at the beginning of the meeting for public questions. We do 
our best to respond, reserving the right to give more complex matters 
more thought and consideration, and a response at a later date. 

Sarah Bamford (Chair) 

Up Hatherley Parish Council  
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The winners of the February Draw were       

1st Prize = Fr. Mark Catherall                          
2nd Prize = Angela Gilbert                       
3rd Prize = The Cycle Club 

 
The next Draw will be held on  

March 12th 2023 

Ci zens Advice provides an                    
appointment only advice service on 

Thursday morning at the                                    
Up Hatherley Library. 

Please call 01452 527202 to arrange an                      
appointment: 

Free confiden al advice on issues        
including: 

        *Benefits  * Employment                   
*Housing  * Debt  * Family  * Consumer 

15 



 26 

Gardening News 
We have bumped our way through another messy month, 
with the weather at its treacherous best, if it were to figure in 
a Shakespeare play, it would be cast as the villain and carry 
a knife. Each evening I have ventured onto the site, checked doors and 
boilers and smelled the air as my father and grandfather did before me, in 
anticipation of a temperature change or the arrival of a storm. The chill of 
winter has never been far away. Now though I can see the light, the days 
lengthen and there is a hint of spring. In just a few weeks the clocks will 
move forward. Who knows we may even get to trim the lawn (though if 
you do, keep the blades up for the first cut to prevent the bleaching of 
your newly mown space). Hopefully we can get a bit of proper gardening 
done this month, there is of course still tidying up to do, but we can get 
some seed started. If you haven’t any heated space then initially restrict 
sowing vegetables and flowers to hardy subjects. If you have heat then 
you can play with begonias and busy lizzies. Out on the plot, you can  
continue with the planting of onion sets, shallots and garlic and towards 
the end of the month start putting potatoes into the ground. I tend to get 
them in in one hit and have never seen great worth in staggering earlies, 
second earlies and maincrop varieties. The determination of their     
grouping is just to do with the length of time they take to grow. So even 
planted on the same day, an early potato a maincrop variety will not be fit 
for harvest on the same date. With buds fattening and the sap starting to 
rise this is a great time to be introducing new trees and shrubs to the   
garden and it’s the last call for bare root plants. You will still find bare root 
hedging and raspberries, but get a move on, or hold off until late autumn. 

The warming of the ground will also prompt the emergence of new growth 
and suddenly a feast will be offered to slugs and snails. The  delphinium 
and Hosta shoots and those of many other perennials will need protecting. 
The marauding molluscs await the feast. Don’t say you were not warned. 

And finally, as a nod to an octogenarian friend who is a fantastic rose 
grower, ‘prune you roses in March’  

Happy Gardening 

Chris Evans 
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Can you help? 
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ROCK BUNS 

Makes 12 

225gms Self Raising Flour 

100gms Brown Sugar 

100gms Bu er/Margarine 

100gms Currants 

1 Egg 

A li le milk 

Put flour and sugar into a bowl and rub in the 
bu er 

Mix in the currants 

Mix to a s ff dough with the egg and a li le milk 
if needed 

Place in 12 rough heaps on a greased baking 
sheet 

Bake 200C  425F  Gas mark 7-8  For approx. 20 
minutes 

Recipe for the Month 
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WANTED 
 

2 x 4 drawer lockable  
filing cabinets 

 

 

 

 

 

If anyone has metal filing cabinets 
they no longer use and would like to 
donate them to our Church, please 
call Father Mark on 01242 704837. 
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CHURCH CENTRE HIRE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We are pleased to be able to offer the following  
availability for the regular hire of  our Church Centre: 

 

Mondays: from 09:00 – 16:00. 
 

Wednesdays: from 09:00 – 15:00. 
 

Thursdays: from 13:00 – 21:00. 
 

Fridays: from 16:00 – 21:00. 

 

For full details of  availability and features please  
contact Father Mark, Parish Priest, on 01242 704837. 
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Are you an avid reader?  

We would like to start a 
monthly book review and 
need individuals to help 

review books of their 
choice. 

Whatever your interest, 
be it romance, thriller, 
comedy etc and you 

would like to be involved, 
please contact us on: 
ws2203sjl@gmail.com 

Happy Reading! 
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… is the ideal venue for…                          
your children’s party, work’s conference, 

friends get together & concert performance 
or that extra special occasion … 

 

Wedding breakfast & 

Anniversary celebration 
 

With fully equipped kitchen,  

tables & chairs, disabled access                        
& outside space. 

Room for Bouncy Castles, DJs 

& Children’s Entertainers. 
 

Free car parking 
 

For further details telephone 

01242 704837 

The Church Centre... 
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WhatÕs On at our Church Centre 
 
 

Mondays: 18:00-19:00 Balance of Life Pilates.  
   19:30-21:00 Jubilate Chamber Choir. 
 
Tuesdays:  09:30-11:30 Child Minders                  

    Pre-School Group 
 
   18:15-19:15 Fitness Group. 
   20:00-21:00 Tuesday Singing Group. 
 
Wednesdays:16:15-21:00 Slimming World 
 
Thursdays: 09:30-12:30 Jo Jingles Play Group 
 
Fridays:  09:30-10:30 Balance of Life Pilates. 
 
 

For further details of all these activities please see 
the noticeboards in the Centre lobby or contact                      

Father Mark on 01242 704837. 

 


