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"Jesus came out, wearing the crown of thorns and the purple robe. Pilate
said to them: 'Behold the man!'" (John 19:5)

There Jesus stood; his head pierced with a
crown of thorns, dressed up in another's
clothes, forced to hold a reed as a sceptre,
all in mockery of his kingship, as Pilate
declared to the jeering crowd: "Behold the
man!" While he spoke those words with
scorn in his heart, they were ironically
appropriate for there stood the Saviour of
the World, arrayed in unparalleled humility,

adorned with a lavish love for the world. 

Let us note that as our humble king endured royal ridicule and the brutality
of a flogging (a sort of pre-death death), he did not utter a word of self-
defence. And for what did they condemn him? For healing a woman who
was crippled for 18 years (Luke 13:10-13))? For bringing back to life the
widow of Nain's dead son (Luke 7:11-17)? For feeding 5000 hungry people
with a little boy's picnic supper (Luke 9:10-17)? For bringing forth Lazarus
from the grave where his body had been dead for 4 days (John 11:1-44)?
For taking children on his knee and encouraging his disciples that "to such
belongs the kingdom of heaven" (Matthew 19:14)? On what basis did
Christ's accusers find it in themselves to abuse him in this way? There could
be none. But they did it anyway. 

When our humble Lord Jesus remained silent during his numerous trials,
Pilate took offence and felt disrespected. What irony as this Roman
governor tried to pull rank on the King of the universe! And all the while, that
King did nothing to assert his authority or save his own life. He humbly
suffered an unjust trial, spoke truth when asked questions and walked
forward to death. 

I ask myself: Do I truly see this man who stands before Pilate, who stands
before the crowd, who stands before me? This is not some helpless
individual who can do nothing for himself. No, this is the one who spoke and
the wind and the waves obeyed him, this is God incarnate.  

                continued overleaf.....

Do I understand why he went down this road of humiliation? Out of love and
salvation for you and for me! Two millenia ago, there stood a sorry
spectacle outside the governor's palace, in part because Jesus had our
names before his gaze; names he had graven on the palms of those hands
that would be pierced by cruel nails (Isaiah 49:16). Let us behold this man in
all his humility; holding his reed, bearing his crown, wearing his costume,
hanging on that cross and see him beckoning. Behold the man, and know
beyond all doubt that his love for you knows no end. As the hymn puts it: 

Wounded for me, wounded for me,
There on the cross He was wounded for me; 
Gone my transgression, and now I am free,
All because Jesus was wounded for me.

                                                               Article by Tony Heywood

Easter faith in atheist Russia

Three years after the Russian Revolution of 1917, a great anti-God rally
was arranged in Kiev. The powerful orator Bukharin was sent from Moscow,
and for an hour he demolished the Christian faith with argument, abuse and
ridicule. At the end there was silence.

Then a man rose and asked to speak. He was a
priest of the Russian Orthodox Church.  He
went and stood next to Bukharin. Facing the
people, he raised his arms and spoke just three
triumphant words: ‘Christ is risen!’

At once the entire assembly rose to their feet
and gave the joyful response, ‘He is risen
indeed!’ It was a devastating moment for an
atheist politician, who had no answer to give to
this ancient Easter liturgy. He had not realised he was simply too late: how
can you convince people that God does not exist when they have already
encountered Him?
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ST. CUTHBERT'S  THETFORD

Every Wednesday
10.30 a.m.   Holy Communion

Palm Sunday   April 2nd
10.30 a.m   Morning Worship
6th   Maundy Thursday
7 p.m. Holy Communion  
7th  Good Friday
10 a.m. Walk of Witness (see p 9)
2 p.m. Devotional Hour                 

9th   Easter Sunday
10.30 a.m.Holy Communion  

16th   10.30 a.m.  Morning Worship
23rd  10.30 a.m.  Holy Communion
with Prayer Ministry

30th   10.30 a.m. Holy Communion
with Prayer Ministry

ST. ANDREW'S, KILVERSTONE

9th  April   Easter Sunday
9 a.m    Holy Communion

ALL SAINTS', CROXTON

Easter Sunday     9th April
9.30 a.m.  Holy Communion

23rd  9.30 a.m.   Family Service

CLOVERFIELD COMMUNITY
CHURCH

Palm Sunday  2nd April
10.30 a.m   Holy Communion

9th  Easter Sunday
10.30 a.m.  All Age Worship

16th   10.30 a.m.  Café Creative Mix

23rd  10.30 a.m.  Morning Worship
30th   10.30 a.m.  Morning Worship

GRACE  CHURCH
Meets every Sunday at 4 p.m.  in
the Arts Centre, Bishop's School,
Canterbury Way
9th April   Easter Sunday   4p.m.
All Age Service with Refreshments
and Easter Eggs afterwards.
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KID'S EASTER ACTIVITIES 

Saturday 1st April     3 p.m. to 5 p.m.
at St. Cuthbert's Church

Join us for an afternoon of Easter
themed activities, including a range
of Crafts and an Easter Trail.

Stay for the whole time or just drop
in.
All children must be accompanied by
an adult.

A drink & a snack for the children will
be included in the ticket price and the
Cafe will be open for the purchase of
hot & cold drinks.

Price  £5 per child (accompanying
adults free)

To book go to:
www.thetfordteamministry.org.uk/easter
activities

EASTER  LEGACY  HOLIDAY  CLUBS

Fun-packed days of sport and games
for primary school aged children

Monday 3rd & Tuesday 4th April
10 a.m. to 3 p.m. each day at
the Arts Centre, Bishop's School

Thursday 6th   April  10 a.m. to 3 p.m.
at Cloverfield Community Church

To book go to:
www.thetfordteamministry.org.uk/sport

Price:   £10 per child   (discounts
available and Lunch included)

For more information please email:
susie.bratby@sportsfactory.org.uk
or phone 07778 160 037

What do you need?    Lots of energy
and shoes you can run around in.

Throughout the sessions the Easter
Story will be explored.

FUN  FAMILY  GAMES  MORNING 10 a.m. to 12 noon at
Croxton Village Hall   The Street,
Croxton IP 214 1LN

Who?   It's for everyone

No need to sign up - it's FREE

Information from:  www.thetfordteamministry.org.uk/sport
or email:  susie.bratby@sportsfactory.org.uk   phone:  07778 160 037

http://www.thetfordteamministry.org.uk/easter
http://www.thetfordteamministry.org.uk/sport
mailto:susie.bratby@sportsfactory.org.uk
http://www.thetfordteamministry.org.uk/sport
mailto:susie.bratby@sportsfactory.org.uk
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Watatunga Wildlife Reserve puzzle solved.
Surprisingly it is not in Africa or Australia but in England,
near Kings Lynn. Only opened in August 2020 on Ed
Pope's  farm, it is home to many antelopes and gazelles

At the Thetford Society March meeting Ed explained that his father had had
a fascination with animals especially those from Africa and that the reserve
focuses on threatened species.
Water Buffalo roam inside fences built to  keep out predators. There are
also wooded areas for creatures needing seclusion and there is a captive
breeding programme for birds, in particular the Great Bustard.
Visitors are welcome at Watatunga  although  it is necessary to book.   It is
cycle friendly, buggies can be hired or you can take a guided tour. 
A very enjoyable, informative and  interesting evening.

Our next meeting will be Tuesday 4th April at 7.30pm at The United
Reformed Church,  when the speaker will be Rod  Back on “The Easter
Rising” that started during the First World War and in a period of social
upheaval. He looks back on an event over 100 years ago and having lived
in  Ireland, how it is viewed today there and here in the UK.
Peter Thomson

Café Cuthbert at St Cuthbert’s Church
is now open every Saturday morning   

from 10-00am to 2-00pm.

Come and enjoy coffee, tea or hot chocolate and some delicious cakes
& scones all freshly made in our own kitchen.

Looking for something hot and
savoury? 

Then come and try a soft brioche
bun filled with either grilled bacon or

sausage.
8
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Easter Day falls on the second Sunday in April - (9th)  and will be a
Communion Service with our Family Service on the fourth Sunday - (23rd).

There are services at St Cuthbert’s Church on Maundy Thursday and Good
Friday in preparation for the celebration of Easter Day on the Sunday.  It
would be lovely to see as many as possible on Easter Day which is of
course the most important day in the Christian year.

A date for your May Diaries!    On Sunday May 7th a service of Thanksgiving
for the Coronation of King Charles III  will be held at All Saints’ at 10.30am.

When the idea of a café at St Cuthbert’s was first
mooted I did wonder what it would be like – but my
word what a wonderful asset it is to the Church and
to Thetford!  Everything about it is so professional –
an impressive menu of  delicious homemade food
and beverages, swift service and a warm welcome!  

The Church makes an excellent venue as it is warm
with plenty of room for tables to be attractively set out – a good place to
meet friends regularly and to welcome people new to the town. 

Congratulations to Rod Back and his dedicated team (all volunteers) who
are  showing everyone what hospitality and friendship is - a fundamental
requirement of Christian faith!

Diana Goucher

CAFÉ CUTHBERT



met on Monday 6th March at St Mary’s Church hall.
There were a few apologies including the deputy
President and our administrator so Neil filled in as
acting Secretary and President and gave a short
“Thought of the day” on our preparedness for Jesus
return. 

The meeting then moved on to the business at hand
and Neil(him again) using his Treasurer hat gave a

financial statement. He then proposed that,  to save money this coming
year, we don’t renew our liability insurance; that was acceptable to all. We
then moved on to asking if we had any volunteers for the vacant President
and Secretary rolls but sadly no takers. I was asked then about first aid
training, one of our group require first aid training and it would be cheaper
for more to be involved. I posted on our FB page and am awaiting results. 

We then discussed the upcoming Walk of Witness and asked churches or
individuals to bring buttered hot cross buns to the Salvation Army hall
before the walk so we could meet there for fellowship afterwards. We heard
news from churches again and were impressed that St Mary’s have 30
children attending First Communion classes. Father Pat hoped that some
might stay with the church after the course finished. Thetford Vineyard
church is doing great work in the community along with Liberty at the
Foodbank.

The meeting closed promptly at 20.05hrs. Neil was really good at keeping
things moving and he wanted to get home for the football.
Next meeting on Monday 3rd July at St Cuthbert's will be our AGM and all
are welcome.

9 10
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Moroccan Evening
On Saturday 18th March a group of us joined together to learn how to make
Moroccan Food. David and Maggie kindly supplied copious amounts of mint
tea or spiced coffee and almond and date treats to keep us going while
David demonstrated Moroccan cuisine. 
We learned about the different types of cooking pots called tagines and
which ones worked best in different environments. We were then
introduced to some of the different ingredients that are commonly used in
this style of cooking.  

David demonstrated how to make a starter of
chickpeas and chorizo, served on flat bread with
yoghurt, a chicken dish, a fish tagine and
couscous. All absolutely delicious. A beautiful
fruit salad of figs, oranges, dates and almonds
drizzled with honey and cinnamon followed  
It was a great evening, learning about new foods
but also plenty of time to chat and socialise with
the added bonus of £155 raised for the church. 
Thank you David and Maggie for a lovely
evening.              
                                               Shauna Peacock

Wills & Probate 
Employment              
Property                         Criminal
Family                      Commercial
                            Personal Injury
                      Dispute Resolution

METCALFE    COPEMAN
& PETTEFAR    LLP

SOLICITORS

www.mcp-law.co.uk
01842 756100

Cage Lane, Thetford
Norfolk    IP24 2DT

Town Centre location  

Home visits may be available 
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HELP
Keith Goldsmith support

the Church 
Bring your metal cans and foil

to St. Cuthbert's  
or 'phone Keith on 754012.
He collects scrap metal too

Everything sold for recycling

One Call -
We can do it all
JPM GARDENS

07901105 904
01842 766812

to Fence
Painting

From
Lawn Mowing

Simon Long
Removals & Storage

FREE ESTIMATES
Tel: 01842 766477

Ms Sithari Dona
Foot Care Specialist
Telephone; 01284 361635

Mobile: 07476006297

Home visits
available
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Home Thoughts, from Abroad     by Robert Browning

O, to be in England
Now that April 's there,
And whoever wakes in England
Sees, some morning, unaware,
That the lowest boughs and the brushwood sheaf
Round the elm-tree bole are in tiny leaf,
While the chaffinch sings on the orchard bough
In England—now!

And after April, when May follows,
And the whitethroat builds, and all the swallows!
Hark, where my blossom'd pear-tree in the hedge
Leans to the field and scatters on the clover
Blossoms and dewdrops—at the bent spray's edge—
That 's the wise thrush; he sings each song twice over,
Lest you should think he never could recapture
The first fine careless rapture!

And though the fields look rough with hoary dew,
All will be gay when noontide wakes anew
The buttercups, the little children's dower
—Far brighter than this gaudy melon-flower!
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CHANGE ATTITUDES, FIND A CURE, JOIN US

THETFORD  PARKINSON'S  CAFÉ
Join others living with Parkinson's to chat, share information and

maybe make new friends.
Every second Tuesday of the month 12 noon to 1.30 p.m.

at Thetford Methodist Church,  Tanner Street
June Lewis Tel: 07771637821       email:june_lewis@hotmail.com

  Why the stars are fading
By the time a child born today becomes an adult, they may be able to see
fewer than half the stars that are currently visible.  

This is not because the stars are fading, but
because of ever increasing ‘skyglow’, or light
pollution, which is brightening the night sky by 9.6%
on average each year.

So warn researchers at the German Research
Centre for Geosciences. And the Royal
Astronomical Society (RAS) says that the change
could see some of the fainter constellations – such

as Cancer – fading away, along with astronomical features like the Orion
nebula and Andromeda galaxy.

“At this rate of change, a child born in a location where 250 stars are
currently visible, would be able to see only about 100 by the time they
turned 18,” said one scientist.

Too much artificial light at night not only impacts our ability to see the stars,
but affects animals and plants, who rely on daily and seasonal cycles to
determine behaviour and  physiological processes.
The researchers published their work in the journal Science.   
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Maundy Thursday
Maundy Thursday is the 5th day of Holy Week. ‘Maundy’ comes from the
Latin word for command, 'mandare'.  On this day the Church looks back to
Jesus’ command to His disciples that they should: "Love one another as I
have loved you." 
On the evening of Maundy Thursday Jesus shared the Last Supper with His
disciples, before going on to the Garden of Gethsemane and being
arrested. It was the last evening He had with them before His crucifixion.
At the Last Supper Jesus shocked His disciples by washing their feet. He
did this as an example, to demonstrate to them that they should serve
others with humility. Over the centuries, some churches have recreated this
act of humility at a special service on Maundy Thursday.  

What about Maundy Money?
Every year the Monarch distributes silver coins at a special service on
Maundy Thursday - a tradition dating back many centuries, where the Royal
Family assisted in washing the feet of poor people and giving gifts.
The Royal Maundy Service itself began in 1662, when Charles II gave out
coins.    According to the royal.uk website,  Queen Elizabeth II decided early
on in her reign that Maundy money should not just be distributed to the
people of London. For many years she  visited various cathedrals or abbeys
to give gifts to local people. Recipients of Maundy money are nominated by
their local dioceses for contributions to their local church and community. 
During the service, the Monarch distributes gifts according to the number of
years he or she has lived: for example, Charled III is now 74 and this year

will distribute 74 pence worth of Maundy
money to 74  men and  74 women in
recognition of their contribution to
community and to the church.
This year, 2023, King Charles III will be
at York Minster to give the Maundy
Money  

mailto:email:june_lewis@hotmail.com
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The story behind the story of Ben Hur
(Luke 24:1-12)

There is a story to be told of the writing of
Ben Hur, the book that became the 1959
block-buster film featuring Charlton
Heston. 

It was written in 1880 by Lew Wallace, an
American lawyer, Union general during
the Civil War, and then governor of the
New Mexico Territory. (His statue still
stands today on Washington’s Capitol
Hill).

Wallace had told his wife that he intended to examine the New Testament,
and then write a book that would explode what he called “the myth of
Christ’s resurrection”. Wisely, his Christian wife did not argue with him, but
simply prayed. 

The months passed, and Wallace read and reread the New Testament, and
wrote and rewrote his draft chapters. Finally, he confided to his wife that he
could not refute the resurrection of Christ, and that therefore his book would
not be written.  

Wallace’s wife disagreed. She persuaded him to write his book, but from a
new and different standpoint altogether. ‘Ben Hur - a tale of the Christ’ was
the result. It is the story of a high-born Jewish man who is taken prisoner by
the Romans, who encounters Jesus, and whose life is gradually
transformed. Oh, and there is a battle at sea and a chariot race in the story
as well!

In the past 143 years since it was written, ‘Ben Hur - a tale of the Christ’ has
never been out of print.

Have a drink. Have two drinks!
Drinking is really good for you. Drinking water, that is.
Recent research has found that people who drink a good
amount of water are less likely to develop chronic
conditions, or to show signs of advanced ageing.
The key seems to be in your serum sodium levels, which go
up when your fluid intake goes down.  Adults with high
serum sodium levels are more likely to develop chronic illness, and also
more likely to die younger.  
"The results suggest that proper hydration may slow down ageing and
prolong a disease-free life," said one scientist.  
The study was published in a recent issue of the eBioMedicine journal.
According to NHS England, people should have six to eight drinks a day,
which can include water, lower-fat milks, tea and coffee.

When should people not be allowed to strike?
The Government’s plans to curb strike actions
by workers in essential services go too far. So
says the Bishop of St Edmundsbury & Ipswich,
the Rt Revd Martin Seeley. 
Recently, in the House of Lords during the
debate on Strikes (Minimum Service Levels)
Bill, he said: “For the good functioning of

society, it is essential that workers have legitimate and peaceful means to
seek redress against pay and conditions that leave them unable to make
ends meet.  
“Surely this applies even more to those who provide essential service in the
public sector, where discussions about fair remuneration can be dismissed,
often by the language of limiting government expenditure.”
Bishop Seely accepted that negotiations should be conducted in good faith
by both sides, but expressed concern that in the current disputes, each side
is accusing the other of intransigence.  
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Hedgehogs need your help this Spring
During the winter when hedgehogs hibernate, their heart rate drops from
around 190 beats per minute to just about 20. They breathe only once every
few minutes.  So, to rouse themselves from that depth of torpor and get
back into normal life takes a huge surge of energy.
Which is where you can come in. Hedgehogs are hungry in the Spring.
Very hungry. Most of them will have slept until mid-March, and so will now
be awake - but starving. 
So why not put out some shallow dishes of meaty cat or dog food or cat
biscuits and water? 
You can even buy or make special hedgehog feeders.  
Hedgehogs have always been popular, but they are now sadly classed as
‘vulnerable to extinction’.  Numbers have been plummeting, and now there
are less than one million left in the UK.
“With their coat of prickles and inquisitive nose,
alongside a penchant for snuffling around our
back gardens snaffling up slugs and earthworms,
hedgehogs are a childhood memory of delight,”
said one scientist. “Sadly, hedgehogs might be
banished to memories alone and lost as a source of wonder for our children
and grandchildren.”

Happy Birthday, Cadbury Crème Egg

Cadbury Crème Eggs celebrate their 60th birthday
this Spring. They have a lot to celebrate: the
Crème Egg is the best-selling confectionery item
between New Year's Day and Easter in the UK,
with annual sales of more than 200 million eggs,
worth about £55 million. 

Cadbury Crème Eggs were first created by the British chocolatier Fry’s in
1963, before being renamed by Cadbury in 1971.
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Remembering Corrie ten Boom

It was 40 years ago, on 15th April 1983, that
Corrie ten Boom, a Dutch writer, watchmaker,
and Holocaust survivor, died. She wrote about
her experiences in Christian books that became
best-sellers.

Corrie’s family were Calvinist Christians in the
Dutch Reformed Church, and served their neighbourhood by offering
shelter, food and money to the needy. They believed the Jews were
precious to God and that all people were created equal. During the Second
World War, she – and the rest of her family – helped many Jews and others
to escape from the Nazis at great risk to themselves. She later received the
rare accolade from Israel of being named Righteous Among the Nations.

The Dutch Resistance helped them to build a secret room in their house
behind Corrie’s bedroom, which became known as The Hiding Place – later
the title of her most famous book. The room held six people, had its own
ventilation and an alert buzzer, and was astonishingly successful. It is
estimated that about 800 Jews in all were saved through Corrie’s efforts,
which included obtaining at least 100 false ration cards.

Eventually an informer gave them away, and the family were arrested in
February 1944 – though not the six people in the Hiding Place at the time.
After months in prison, Corrie and her sister Betsie were sent to
Ravensbrück concentration camp in September 1944, where they
continued to worship and share the message of forgiveness, hope, love,
and salvation. Betsie died in the December, but Corrie was released later
that same month, apparently because of a ‘clerical error’. A week later all
the women in her age group were sent to the gas chambers.

After she was set free, Corrie travelled the world for 33 years, from 1944 to
1977, speaking in 64 countries. She suffered three severe strokes from
August 1978 and died on her 91st birthday.
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Present:
GREAT CHORUSES

from four centuries
Wednesday  29th March

7 p.m.
in the Methodist Church,

Tanner Street
Tickets (£8 each)

from www.ticketsource.com
or scan code   

We found this interesting quote from John Newton, the former sea captain
and slave trader whose dramatic reformation led him to become an
Anglican Minister, a Hymn writer  and a vigorous campaigner for the
abolition of  slavery.   (He had at one time been enslaved himself in West
Africa).    Many will know him as the author of the hymn "Amazing Grace".
He wrote:

"I compare the troubles which we have to undergo in
the course of the year to a great bundle of sticks, far
too large for us to lift. But God does not require us to
carry the whole at once. He mercifully unties the
bundle, and gives us first one stick, which we are to
carry today, and then another, which we are to carry
tomorrow, and so on.

This we might easily manage, if we would only take
the burden appointed for us each day; but we choose
to increase our troubles by carrying yesterday's stick
over again today, and adding tomorrow's burden to
our load, before we are required to bear it."
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Palm Sunday visit

It was Palm Sunday, but because of a sore throat, five-year-old Bobby was
kept home from church with his grannie. When the family returned home,
they were carrying several palm fronds and Bobby asked them what they
were for. “People held them over Jesus' head as He walked by,” his father
explained. 

Bobby was aghast.  “I don’t believe it!   The one Sunday I don't go, and He
shows up"

Out West

A devout cowboy lost his Bible while he was mending fences out on the
range.  Three weeks later a cow walked up to him, carrying the Bible in its
mouth. The cowboy couldn't believe his eyes. He took the book out of the
cow's mouth and exclaimed, "It's a miracle!"

"Well, hardly that," said the cow. "Your name was written inside the cover.”

For MPs only

At the Pearly Gates, St Peter greeted a minister and a Member of
Parliament and gave them their room keys. "Vicar, here are the keys to one
of our nicest single rooms. And for you, Mr MP, the keys to our finest
penthouse suite." When the vicar protested that this was unfair, St Peter
explained: "Look, ministers are a ten a penny up here, but this is the first
politican we've ever seen."

http://www.ticketsource.com
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Silverthreads Club for the over 60s       

Every Tuesday afternoon 2 p.m. to 4 p.m.
at Cloverfield Community Church

£3 covers Tea, a Chat and a Talk

Please contact Mrs Moya Brown     Tel: 01842 761863
for details if you would like to come

Stretch and Pray
Wednesdays    9:30 - 10am

on the Thetford Team Ministry YouTube channel 
      (www.thetfordteamministry.org.uk)

, An opportunity to use our bodies doing some light exercise while
focusing on God and praying. more information from

susie.bratby@sportsfactory.org.uk

You can learn many things from children.  How much patience you have, for
instance.

In order to keep a true perspective of one's importance, everyone should
have a dog to worship him and a cat to ignore him. 

The world needs more warm hearts and fewer hot heads. - Anon

Down
1  Got up before George W say to
identify shrub (8)
2  Starts to act like I'd believe idiotic
excuse. (5)
4  Son follows Reading say in
concert (6)
5  Forebears change and grasp rent
(12)
6  Mean to arrange round that's
sung. (7)
7  At end of June you fear no money
will arrive (4)
8  A sad mess like 3ac resolved on
first Sunday in Lent (12)
12  Angry, since end is resolved (8)
14  Endless bother in genuine form
of denial (7)
16  Sanctuary for some French
urchins    (6)
18  Even Jasper's idle this month. (5)
19  Sticks up when one is self-
satisfied (4)

Across: 1 Corinthians, 9 Ageless,
10 Eglon, 11 Spa, 13 Dram, 16 Mini,
17 Ararat, 18 Ohad, 20 Myth, 21 Red
Sea, 22 Knit, 23 Tare, 25 Arm,
28 Nahor, 29 Approve, 30 Kind hearted.

Down: 2 Omega, 3 Item, 4 Toss, 5 Idea,
6 Nullify, 7 Hard working, 8 Enlightened,
12 Praise, 14 Mad, 15 Career,
19 Abishai, 20 Mat, 24 Abode, 25 Arid,
26 Male, 27 Spur.

Across
1  Gather for disorganised
Conference, say. (4)
3  24 or 25 sheets of paper needed to
cover AGM.   It's a mess. (8)
9  Incentives limit us dreadfully (7)
10 Coming back from Mt Ararat
Laban built shrine (5)
11 Finding first Barbie doll making up
eye covering (12)
13  Second best bundle of laughs they
say (6)
15/17 Heard of engagements
arranged where Jesus was taken
Mark 14:32 (6,2,10)
20 Some ignoramus hit Levi's
grandson   Ex 6:19 (5)
21 Rest run around for profits (7)
22 Giants determine this goal (8)
23  Good boy appears happy. (4)
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