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Find us via https://www.achurchnearyou.com, on our new “Chirbury Hills Parishes” 
Facebook page, or via the Deanery website https://pontesburydeanery.org/ 

 

Prayer candles for each of our churches were lit from the deanery candle at the close of our 
Candlemas Group Service at Leighton on Sunday 29th January.  

Chronicle 

THE MAGAZINE FOR  
MARCH 2023 

 

 

 



2 
 

THE CHIRBURY HILLS GROUP OF PARISHES                                                              
is part of the Pontesbury Group Ministry, and comprised of the parishes of                                                                                   
Chirbury, Marton, Middleton w Corndon Marsh, and Trelystan & Leighton.                  
Rector: Revd Bill Rowell (See details below).  
Hon Assistant Priest: Revd Eric Brazier (01938 561450, rev.eric.brazier@gmail.com).     
At each church, contact the wardens as follows:                                                           
Chirbury - Tony Sheppard (01938 561268);                                                                     
Marton - Maureen Jenkins (01938 561645);                                                                     
Middleton - Kay Yeates (01938 561640) or  
Emma Bailey-Beech (01686 669971);  
Trelystan - Janet Jones (07967 312460);                 
Leighton - John Markwick (01938 555043). 
TO CONTACT THE RECTOR  -  Revd Bill Rowell’s home address is 17 Croft Road, 
Welshpool, Powys SY21 7QD. He will also be happy to meet by arrangement at any of the 
churches of the Group.  His home phone number is 01938 552064, and mobile 07711 
298104. Or you can email Bill at his home address 
wkrowell@btinternet.com, or work address 
rector.chirburyhillsparishes@btinternet.com 
Links to contact Bill are also available via our “A Church 
Near You” pages on the web, the Pontesbury Deanery 
website, or our group Facebook page (see front cover of 
this magazine for details). 

COVID PRECAUTIONS 
Covid restrictions are mostly lifted, but we still need to 
take hygiene and safety seriously.  Please continue to 
use the hand gel provided as you enter and leave our 
churches, and allow people to keep a social distance if 
they wish - we know that a number of church attenders 
remain in the vulnerable category. Masks remain 
available and advisory, but no longer need to be worn. 
At most communion services we are now using the 
common cup, in which case please simply leave the rail 
after receiving the bread if you do not wish to receive 
from the common cup. At some services wafers 
intincted with a drop of wine may still be used.  If you    
experience symptoms that may be Covid within a week  
of being in church, or test positive, please tell us straight  
away by contacting the Rector or a church warden.  
 

 
 

 

“Well, Vicar did say something 
about being more forceful in 
mission in his last sermon!” 

Please consider giving a regular 
gift to your church via the Parish 
Giving Scheme - an easy way to 
support your church by Direct 
Debit. The Rector, church 
wardens and treasurers will be 
glad to provide further details. 

St Podwell’s 

We are still in urgent need of new TREASURERS FOR LEIGHTON AND CHIRBURY.  If you could 
help, either long-term or for an interim period, please contact the Rector for details. 

Items for inclusion in the April 
magazine should reach the 

Rector by Sunday 19th March at 
the latest, please. 

mailto:rev.eric.brazier@gmail.com
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SUNDAY AND OTHER MAIN SERVICES IN MARCH  
 
DAY   TIME  CHURCH  SERVICE_______ 
 
1st (Weds) - St David 10.30 am Leighton  Holy Communion  

5th - 2nd in Lent  10.00 am Leighton  Holy Communion 
   11.15 am Chirbury  Holy Communion 
   6.00 pm  The Marsh Holy Communion 

12th - 3rd in Lent  9.30 am  Marton  Holy Communion 
   11.15 am Middleton All-age Worship 
   4.00 pm  Leighton  Evensong (said)  

19th - 4th in Lent  10.00 am Middleton Holy Communion 
Mothering Sunday 11.15 am Chirbury  Holy Communion      
   3.00 pm  Trelystan Mothering Sunday
        Service 

26th - 5th in Lent  9.30 am  Marton  Holy Communion 
   11.15 am Leighton  Morning Worship 
   4.00 pm  Chirbury VH Fourth@4 

This pattern of services will continue through to the end of this month, when it will be 
looked at and revised as necessary. Note that Trelystan’s monthly service has moved 
from the second to the third Sunday in the month, and that the Holy Communion at 
Middleton on that day will be at 10.00 am. 

IF YOU CAN’T JOIN US IN CHURCH: A simple service is emailed round each week, and 
posted on our “A Church Near You” pages. Please let the Rector know if you would like to 
be added to the email list. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Fourth@4 is booked for the fourth Sundays in March (26th) and April 

(23rd), in Chirbury Village Hall. This will be a “Messy Church” each month, 
with a theme, things to do and make, a Bible story, songs and food to share. 
It’s for everyone, but especially for children (who must be accompanied 
throughout by parent or other responsible adult - but don’t worry, it will be 
fun for you as well!). 
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Nature Notes . . . Kites and Buzzards 
 

The two largest birds of prey we’re likely to see in our area are the Common Buzzard and 
the Red Kite. When I first moved over here 30 years ago, the bird you saw soaring on a 
thermal would always have been a Buzzard, and you need to trek further into mid-Wales 
to stand much chance of seeing a Kite. Even four or five years ago Kites, though around, 
weren’t all that common. But pretty much all the birds I’ve seen soaring over the lanes 
and fields through the winter just past have been Red Kites. That’s a tribute to the 
reintroduction programme, allied to a natural growth of the small remnant population in 
Wales - but where are the Buzzards? 

From themselves being in danger of extinction because of the widespread use of 
persistent pesticides, plus the decimation of the rabbit population due to myxomatosis, 
Buzzards over the past twenty years have increased in both numbers and range to 
become the UK’s most common diurnal bird of prey, and perhaps one of the causes of a 
perceived reduction in the kestrel population. But, I wonder, is the rapidly increasing Red 
Kite population driving a reduction in the number of Buzzards? 

I have seen a few Buzzards, here and there, but mostly not soaring high on the thermals 
as I always used to seem to see them.  Most of the ones I’ve seen have been perched in 
trees or on telegraph poles, looking (to me) somewhat disconsolate.  The Buzzard is a 
bird of open valleys and wooded hillsides, and small mammals are their favourite food, 
rabbits especially. Red Kites, though mostly eaters of carrion, will also take small 
mammals (and birds) - while Buzzards do also go for carrion (indeed, one once landed on 
the bonnet of my car as I drove up from Leighton to Trelystan, having aimed for a 
roadkill pheasant just I drove past - I was going too slowly to cause it any harm, but I’m 
not sure which of the two of us was the more surprised!). 

Clearly, to a degree Buzzards and Kites are in competition, and it’s hard to see how the 
rapid growth in the Kite population can happen without affecting the numbers of 
Buzzards. However, I haven’t seen any mention of this in the articles and magazines I 
read, and the general sense is that both birds are continuing to increase in both numbers 
and range. It may be that the hot dry summer of 2022, which will have had an impact on 
the numbers of some small mammals, has been the main factor in damaging Buzzard 
numbers. Certainly young Buzzards do quite often die of starvation when food is short. 

Both birds I love to see, and I find their mastery of the air impressive. I hope I’ll continue 
to see them both on a daily basis locally, and I suspect they can live side by side; but the 
overlap between these two species in terms of the food they need to maintain a healthy 
population may mean it will take time to establish a sustainable balance between the 
populations of these two predator species. 
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DEANERY THOUGHT FOR THE MONTH  -  GREG ROBERTS  

When I wrote the March ‘Thought for the month’ last year I reflected on Lent, fasting, and the 
spiritual disciples. This year I’m going to look at the saints’ days that occur in the month. 
There’s St David’s day, of course, on the first of the month,  

St Patrick is remembered on 17th March, and St Joseph of Nazareth 3 days later.  However, the 
saint that draws my attention is St Chad who died in 672 and the church recalls on March 2nd. 
He is the patron saint of several churches in our region as well as giving his name to the college 
I attended in Durham. Chad, his family it seems was Northumbrian nobility, he was trained by 
St Aidan.  

It was Oswald, king of Northumbria who invited Aidan to come from Iona to the island of 
Lindisfarne, off the north-east coast.  St Aidan was the first bishop of Lindisfarne, and was 
responsible for sending out monks who would walk from village to village patiently explaining 
Christianity as they went. In this way Christianity spread throughout Northumbria. Chad was 
taught and sent out by Aidan. 

St Chad’s life and way of working seems to be a very good example of living according to the 
different standards urged upon the disciples by Jesus. We can remember that James and John 
were ambitious and wanted authority when Jesus won the victory they were expecting. Like 
many people since, they were opportunists and were looking for a comfortable position for 
themselves. But Jesus had a completely different understanding of authority. He taught the 
disciples that it was an opportunity to serve, an opportunity to promote the good of others. To 
serve in this revolutionary manner makes for true greatness. 

Chad was called to be bishop of York because it was seen that he was a modest and holy man 
who travelled on foot from community to community and worked hard in preaching the 
gospel. At the time the church was having disagreements. So what is new?  The disagreements 
were about the date of Easter. Chad’s ordination was called into question because he had 
been consecrated by bishops who held an alternative view to that of the new archbishop of 
Canterbury, Theodore.  

On hearing that he was to be removed, he said, “If you consider that I have not been properly 
consecrated, I willingly resign this charge of which I never thought myself worthy. I undertook 
it, though unworthy, under obedience.”  He impressed the archbishop so much by his humility 
that rather than being allowed to retire back to his monastery he was properly consecrated 
and became Bishop of Mercia and moved his cathedral to Lichfield.  He died on 2nd March in 
672 and is buried at Lichfield.  

We give thanks for the life and example of Chad and for all who live their lives in a manner that 
lifts others up, that seeks to serve, and to follow the example of Christ. 

With every Blessing for a holy and positive Lent  -  The Rev’d Greg Roberts 



6 
 

From the Bishop of Hereford 
Dear friends 
 
I have been delighted to see how many people have already engaged with events in our 
year of prayer.  Not only, that but parishes across the diocese are organising their own 
programmes.  It has felt a welcome going back to basics of why the church is here.  We are 
too often overwhelmed by our obvious challenges and forget that prayer connects us with 
the one who holds the future in his hands. 
 
Prayer is confusing! If God is all powerful and all knowing, why do we need to ask him 
anything? Wouldn’t he unfold his purposes in spite us? What about those prayers that must 
be in his will, but seem to remain unanswered? But Jesus clearly taught us to ask for things.  
What are the requests in the Lord’s prayer for God’s will to be done on earth as in heaven 
and for daily bread, if not prayers for God’s intervention to sustain us and even change our 
circumstances? Paul advised the Philippian Church ‘in every situation, by prayer and 
petition, with thanksgiving, to present our requests to God’. 
 
Perhaps our quandary is because we mistake correlation with causation. If we could really 
twist God’s arm, then it would be about formulas and patterns, with God sitting inactive until 
the right prayers were offered. Correlation is rather more mysterious. As Archbishop William 
Temple said, when challenged whether prayer had a point, “When I pray co-incidences 
happen; when I don’t, they don’t!” In the Lord’s prayer, your will be done follows hallowed be 
your name.  Worship re-orientates the mind to think God’s thoughts after him. A mind so 
formed is more likely to ask for the things that are on God’s heart. More importantly, such a 
heart may find itself the answer to its own prayers. A prayer for justice might lead to actions 
to bring justice. A prayer for more people to come to know Jesus may raise the courage to 
tell people about him. 
 
I hope the Year of Prayer may lead to a lasting change in our own praying and an increase 
in the spiritual temperature and our missional fruitfulness.  If you haven’t done so already, 
do join in.  You can find resources to help your church and a list of all our key events on the 
Year of Prayer web page on the Diocesan website.   +Richard 
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Some facts about . . . MARCH 
 

March was originally the first month of the year, but got pushed to third place when 
January and February were added, in about 700 BC. The month is named after Mars, the 
Roman god of war, and March was thought of as the month in which warfare could resume 
after the winter truce. The birth flower of March is the daffodil (or Lent lily), and the March 
birthstone is aquamarine (though it had previously been bloodstone).  
 
This year the whole of March lies within Lent, though when Easter is late, Lent can begin as 
late as March 10th. The earliest dates for Easter also lie within March, as Easter Sunday can 
be any date between March 22nd and April 25th. Meteorologists (and birdwatchers) count 
March 1st as the first day of Spring, while the calendar Spring begins on the Equinox, which 
is generally 21st March. Clocks go forward one hour on the last Sunday in March - this year, 
26th - at 2am. So March is a month of change. 
 
Two of the nations of the British Isles honour their patron saints in March, with St David’s 
Day falling on the first day of the month, and St Patrick (also probably born in Wales) on 
March 17th.  St Patrick’s Day has become a huge celebration worldwide, with parades in 
many cities.  Other saints honoured in March include Joseph of Nazareth, whose day 
(normally 19th March) is also used as a time to pray for artisans and craftsmen. March 
25th, the Annunciation to the Blessed Virgin Mary (also called Lady Day) is one of the 
traditional quarter days of the year, when agricultural tenancies were renewed. Hiring fairs 
often took place at this time, too. Other saints remembered in March include Chad, first 
bishop of our next-door Diocese of Lichfield, whose day is March 2nd. 
 
One famous March death was the assassination of Julius Caesar, which took place in 44 BC, 
on the Ides of March. The Ides of a month would be either the 13th or 15th day, depending 
on the month: in March, it’s the 15th. Thomas Cranmer, Archbishop of Canterbury, was 
burned at the stake in Oxford on 21st March 1556. He had previously made a recantation of 
his Protestant faith, but denied it before he died, plunging the hand with which he had 
signed the recantation into the flames. 
 
Having described March as a month of change, nowhere is that change more evident than 
in the weather. By tradition March “comes in like a lion, and goes out like a lamb”, but in 
reality stormy weather can turn up at any time in March, and is often associated with the 
last three days of the month, sometimes called the “Borrowing Days”. My university rag 
week took place in March, and I can recall sitting on the lawns in shirtsleeves one year, and 
rattling collecting tins against a cold and snowy north wind on the same day the following 
year! One saying, though, goes “If March be cold and wet, ‘twill be dry for harvest.” So 
maybe it’s good to have some March rain and snow. 
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March sporting events include the later rounds of the Six Nations, the opening rounds of 
the women’s Six Nations, the Cheltenham Festival from 17th, and the Oxford and 
Cambridge Boat Race on 26th. For some reason, March 23rd is the birthday of many sports 
legends, including Muhammed Ali, the baseball star Babe Ruth, basketball player Kobe 
Bryant, and the first sub four minute miler, Roger Bannister. British Olympic stars Mo 
Farah, Sir Steve Redgrave, Sir Chris Hoy and Jason Kenny were also all born on this day. 
 
International Women’s Day takes place in March, and other March theme days include No 
Smoking Day, first promoted by the British Heart Foundation, World Water Day, and the 
International Day of Happiness.  This last day may seem trivial, but has a serious intent, and 
is a day promoted by the United Nations, to affirm happiness as a basic human right (it’s 
worth noting that in the Beatitudes, Matthew chapter 5, the Greek word translated as 
“blessed” (makarioi) could equally mean “happy”. The day is March 20th, by the way. 
 
A few random March events: two famous planes took their first flight in March - Concorde, 
on 2nd March 1969, and the Supermarine Spitfire, on 5th March 1936. The miners’ strike 
ended on 3rd March 1985, while on 19th March 1834 six labourers from Tolpuddle, Dorset 
were sentenced to six years’ transportation to Australia for forming a trade union. On 23rd 
March 1956 our late Queen laid the foundation stone of the new Coventry Cathedral, built 
next to the ruins of the cathedral destroyed by Hitler’s Luftwaffe in 1940. Another war, that 
in Crimea, ended on 30th March 1856, when the Treaty of Paris was signed. And the first 
Cup Final was played on 16th March 1872 (Wanderers 1, Royal Engineers 0). 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

TUESDAY 28TH MARCH,                             
AT MARTON VILLAGE HALL 

Ascension Day . . . 

may seem a long way off (it’s 18th 
May), but our Countryside Church 
programme will include a prayer 
walk on that day at Trelystan, 
with a service at the church and 
refreshments in the hall, and we 
hope Bishop Richard will be with 
us (from 12 noon). If you can 
come, please put the date in your 
diary now!  On the following 
Sunday, 21st, we shall launch a 
prayer vigil at the church, and 
Claire Scott will be at Trelystan on 
each of the next four days, just to 
offer a space for prayer and quiet 
worship whenever anyone would 
like to drop in. More next month! 
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The Rector writes: 
I’m sorry not to have got quite as far as I wanted  
with listing Countryside Church events for this  
year, so the promised calendar isn’t in this 
month’s magazine. A leaflet will be out and 
about during March, and I hope I shall have a 
full list in next month’s magazine.  But there 
will I think be a variety of interesting worship 
events, that celebrate the wonderful country- 
side around us here, and those who work in it. 
 
ANNUAL MEETINGS 
Our Annual Parochial Church Meetings have an 
important legal function and also allow us to 
review and celebrate the year past and prepare 
for the year ahead. They are held between now  
and the end of May, the first being Chirbury’s on 
13th March. Elections to Deanery Synod take 
place this year, and every year this meeting 
elects the new PCC. We do have churchwarden 
vacancies and for other officers. The APCM is 
NOT a meeting just of the PCC, it’s for the whole 
church. So please come to yours, even if you  
can’t commit to any other role - though if you 
can, that would be great! 
 
 
 
 

From the Registers 

We welcome into the 
family of the Church Ffion 
Pippa Thomas and her 
little sister Nia Elizabeth 
Thomas, who were 
christened at Middleton on 
Sunday 22nd January. 

We send sympathy and 
prayers to the families and 
friends of Denis Howard, 
whose funeral took place at 
Emstrey Crematorium on 
2nd February, and Janet 
Tavernor, whose funeral 
and interment took place 
at Chirbury on 7th 
February.  Denis grew up 
and learned to farm in and 
around Churchstoke and 
Chirbury; he and his 
brothers went on to farm at 
Coed y Dinas, Welshpool 
for many years, and their 
name is remembered in 
Howard’s Restaurant in the 
garden centre now on that 
site. Janet lived at 
Newport, Shropshire, but 
her grandfather Revd S.W. 
Roden was Vicar of 
Chirbury from 1933 to 
1965. 

Lent Lunches at Marton 
Every Wednesday from March 1st 
12.30 for 1.00 pm in the Village Hall  -  £6  
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LENT 2023 
 
Lent Lunches at Marton are happening again this Lent, in the Village Hall, 
from Wednesday March 1st through to the first Wednesday of April. As usual 
there will a simple lunch of soup, rolls and cheese, and the opportunity for 
fellowship and conversation. 
 
Our Lent groups, announced in last month’s magazine as being also on 
Wednesdays, will in fact take place on Tuesday evenings through Lent, due to 
a clash of dates. The first session will be on Tuesday 7th March, and we will 
meet in the Vestry in Chirbury Church, perhaps moving to other venues on 
later dates. The Rector will be looking at different aspects of prayer, and this 
will happen within the context of the quiet and prayerful service of Compline. 
 
There are other Lent groups happening in the Deanery, including a course on 
the Lord’s Prayer on Wednesdays from 12noon to 1pm at Pontesbury, looking 
at the Great Prayers of the Bible on Mondays 3pm at Westbury, “Living the 
Beatitudes” on Wednesdays at 2pm at Longden, and a course on the Lord’s 
Prayer on Thursdays at 7.30pm at Ford. 
 
During Lent we will be collecting for foodbanks (see below), with boxes in 
Middleton, Chirbury and Leighton churches. The Rector is also intending to 
raise funds to support the work of USPG, the Anglican mission society 
founded by Thomas Bray, who was born and baptized in these parishes, and 
his venerable and historic Elephant Box will travel with him to every church 
on Sundays in Lent - please be generous! Monies collected will help tackle 
the scandal of HIV in children in many of the poorer countries of our world. 
 
Foodbanks 
There will be people struggling to make ends meet as this year gets under way. Fuel 
bills remain very high, and some families are still recovering from having spent more 
than they intended or could really afford over Christmas. Some of our Christmas 
collections this year went to support local foodbanks, which are expecting a bigger 
than ever before call on their services over these months. So please help if you can 
during Lent. There are collecting boxes for packet and tinned food, toiletries etc for 
the Welshpool foodbank in Middleton, Leighton and Chirbury churches - any gifts you 
can leave there will be so much appreciated. Any monetary gifts should be given to 
the Rector rather than placed in the box. 
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HOLY WEEK AND EASTER 

Sunday 2nd April  -  Palm Sunday 
All services at the usual times, but with the Passion Story at St Michael’s, 
Chirbury. 
 
Monday 3rd April  -  The Monday in Holy Week 
7.00 pm A Taizé Service for Holy Week, at Middleton 
 
Tuesday 4th April  -  The Tuesday in Holy Week 
7.00 pm Agapé Supper - a service of Holy Communion within the 
  context of a simple fellowship meal. This will probably be
  at Stockton Mill 
 
Wednesday 5th April  -  The Wednesday in Holy Week 
No evening service on this day, but there will be a short time of prayer 
and worship at the Lent Lunch at Marton Village Hall 
 
Thursday 6th April  -  Maundy Thursday 
7.00 pm Eucharist of the Last Supper - a special Communion
  service at the beautiful Gethsemane Window 
 
Friday 7th April  -  Good Friday 
9.30 am First service of the Good Friday Walk, at Middleton; 
  the walk will then visit Hope (12 noon) and Shelve 
  (5pm) churches, and there will also be worship at  
  Shepherd’s Rock on the top of the Stiperstones, 3.15pm 
2.00 pm “Last Hour on the Cross” service at Chirbury 
6.30 pm Compline at The Marsh (the closing service of the Walk) 
 
Saturday 8th April  -  Easter Eve 
2.00 pm Easter Garden and Egg Hunt at Leighton 
7.00 pm Easter Vigil Service at Leighton 
 
Sunday 9th April  -  Easter Day: There will be an Easter Service in each 
of our parishes - full details of these will be in the April magazine 
 
Sunday 30th April  -  4th Sunday of Easter 
11.00 am Group Service of Holy Communion at Chirbury 
  with Ven Fiona Gibson, Archdeacon of Ludlow 
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On Sunday 19th March we mark 

MOTHERING SUNDAY 

with special readings and flowers at our 
morning services at Middleton and Chirbury 

MOTHERING SUNDAY 
SERVICE OF PRAISE 

for all the family:  3pm at St Mary’s, Trelystan 

with cards, flowers, and refreshments 

 

 

at Trelystan on 
Friday 10th March  

From 7pm  -  teams of up to six, £5 per person 
Light refreshments available at the interval 

Bring your own drinks 
Raffle 

EVERYONE VERY WELCOME! 

Easter Eve 
at Leighton 

 

From 2pm - 
Help make the 
Easter Garden 

and 

Hunt for eggs 
hidden in the 
Church! 

Also -  
Begin Easter with a quiet 
service of vigil, 7pm, including 
the Lighting of the New Fire 


