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USEFUL NUMBERS (See also back page) 
 

PCC Vice-Chair    CAROLINE MOSLEY 

Task Group Chairs 

Finance and General Purposes  MALCOLM ADEY (Chair) DAVID ARKELL (Vice Chair) 
Worship and  Education         SALLY GRIFFITHS                                                      429 9436 

                                            RACHEL LUCKMAN                              Mobile: 07470 271019 

Mission:                  PAULINE SITFORD  Email: pauline.walkersend@gmail.com  427 7005                                                                          
Socials:                   DAVID GLANVILL                                                                        682 8360 

Children and Young People : Co-ordinator: (CYP) TBC                                                       
Giving : TBC     
Communications:   CAROLINE MOSLEY 

Eco Church : LAURIE DEIMEL, BRONWEN JONES, CORINNE and ROYSTON TREACY 

Parish Safeguarding Co-ordinator:  SALLY GRIFFITHS                              
Vulnerable Adults Coordinator: Sue Glanvill 
Domestic Violence:  TBC 

 

Our Safeguarding policies pack is available in the Hall, in the church and on our website.       
Safeguarding posters and Promoting a Safer Church with our Parish Policy Statement posters 
are on display in the Hall and Church together with some leaflets. If you have any concerns 
about the safety of a child, young person or vulnerable adult, please speak to a member of the 
Safeguarding Team or to Revd. David Parker. Concerns may have then to be passed to the 
Bishop’s Safeguarding Adviser in confidence. In an emergency contact police, Social Care 
Services, or for a child, the NSPCC helpline  0808 800 5000   
 

Activities 

Choir Practice:  Thursdays  6pm.  (see  back cover for Organist and Choirmaster) 
Women’s Fellowship: HELEN HAYWARD                                                                 422 5724 

Stay and Play:  Thursdays    9.30am- 11am 

               HILARY SHAYLOR                                                                    454 0451 

Lesson Readers Secretaries: 
          (10am)   BRENDA STOTT                                                                          681 9339 

          (6.30pm)         DIANA LEADBEATER                                                                 427 1930 

Servers Secretary:                                                                                
Planned Giving:       CORINNE TREACY  (TEMPORARY)                     Mobile: 07752640151 

Flower Rota:          ANITA TIPPIN                                                                              454 7586  
Transport   DAVID GLANVILL                           682 8360 

Co-ordinator: (Please contact David if you need, or can offer lifts to church ) 
 

Uniformed Organisations 

Scout Association   Ring  0345 300 1818  and ask for 293rd Birmingham Scout Group                                                               
GSL Leader:            TOM McARDLE                                                                                               
Beavers:                   Monday, 6pm   EMMA CAWSEY                                        
Cub Scouts:             Wednesday, 6pm      MATT CAWSEY  
Scouts:               Tuesday, 7.15pm    Leader: KEVIN PAYNE 

                         

Guides:                  Wednesday, 7.30pm     Guider: AMANDA JONES          01384 636928 

                                                                                                           
Brownies:          Wednesday, 6pm-7.30pm  Brown Owl:  JANET JONES        429 8167 

                             

Rainbow Unit:        Wednesday,  4.45pm-5.45pm   Leader:  JANET JONES         429 8167 





IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO PLACE 

 

AN ADVERT IN THIS SPACE 

 

PLEASE CONTACT 

 

CORINNE TREACY 

 

07752640151 

 

corinneftreacy@gmail.com 
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                            Aspects of life at St Faith and St Laurence 

 

Morning Prayer – is normally said Monday to Thursday and Saturday at 8.15 am 
in the Lady Chapel. We use Common Worship Daily Prayer, all are welcome to 
come and join in. SUSPENDED UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE 

 

Task Groups – The church has a number of task groups enabling areas of church 
life. These are listed in the magazine with the contact details of the chairs. If you 
would like to be a part of a groups please contact the relevant chair. All are 
welcome to join.  
 

Stay and Play meets on Thursday between 9.30 and 11am in the Hall to give a 
chance for people with young children to meet and the children to play. All are 
welcome. Cost £2 per family.   
 

Sunday Club meets on the first, third and fourth Sundays of each month except 
during the holidays. We hold an extra Sunday Club on days when there is a   
baptism. All are welcome to join in hearing and experiencing a Bible Story and 
learning together about what it means for our daily lives.  
SUSPENDED UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE 

 

Messy Church takes place on the first Saturday of each month, most months. 
 A chance for children and parents/ carers to have an informal time of worship, 
and discovering about a Bible story through song, craft, listening, cooking and so 
much more. Dates are published in advance and all are welcome to come along.  
SUSPENDED UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE 

 

Planned Giving helps people make giving regular. You decide how much you can 
afford to give. You can join the envelope scheme weekly or monthly or pay by 
Standing Order or annually by cheque. Income tax payers are asked to Gift Aid 
their giving, so the Church can reclaim the tax on their donations at no extra cost 
to the donors. For details, contact  Corinne Treacy. 
 

The Parish Giving Scheme is another way that you can give at no extra cost to 
yourself. It reduces paperwork and increases cash flow for us.                             
Details are available from Loleta Atkinson. 
 

 

We support Recycling.  We have a special collection on the first Sunday of every 
month when we collect ALUMINIUM cans and foil which can be sold and the 
money raised is donated to our Mission Partners in Chile (through USPG)  
Relevant collection boxes will be located in the narthex. Please bag your foil etc. 
and leave it in the relevant box. We CAN’T ACCEPT yoghurt pot tops, shiny 
sweet wrappers, plastic bottle caps or chocolate wrappers. 
Local supermarkets have battery recycling facilities in this area. 
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Home Communion We have a team of lay people trained and able to bring 
Home Communion usually on a monthly basis. This is for those who are unable 
to come to church long term. If the situation is more temporary for example after 
an operation you can also receive communion. 
  
 

'easyfundraising’ 
Next time you shop online, think of St Faith and St Laurence and raise free 
donations with 3,000+ retailers: 
 https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/stfaithandstlaurence 

 

Women’s Fellowship meets on the first Tuesdays of the month from March to 
December. Meetings are held in the Committee Room at 2pm. We have talks on 
a variety of subjects. See Programme of the Month for details. 
 

Prayer Ministry Team  
Prayer ministry is offered during the 10am Communion on the 1st Sunday of each 
month. People can receive prayer for themselves or for any situation that is 
important to them. It takes place in the Lady Chapel during the distribution of 
communion. 
 

 

Foodbank  
We collect food for the Quinton and Oldbury Foodbank. There is a box in church 
and food can be placed there at any time. The list of things that are needed is in 
church and in the hall. Food is distributed from St Boniface Church on 
Wednesdays and Paul and Barney's place on Fridays. Vouchers are required to 
receive food. 
 

Choir and Music.  
Choir Practice takes place weekly, normally on Thursdays 6-7pm.  Anyone 
interested in singing in the choir should contact Simon Palmer, Organist & 
Choirmaster.  (Contact details on page cover) We also like to encourage 
instrumentalists to perform in church, either in services or in concerts.   
 

Call in for Coffee time together over a cuppa on a Wednesday morning from 
10.30 -12.00. if needed we can arrange for someone to collect you and then take 
you home. If you are passing, do call in, or bring a friend, all are welcome. 
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 By the time you read this we shall be in Lent.  Starting on Ash Wednesday 
(22nd February this year), Lent is a period of 40 days when Christians are 
encouraged to prepare themselves for Easter through some form of self-
discipline.  In this it partly commemorates the 40 days of fasting which Jesus spent 
in the wilderness immediately after his baptism (at the age of around 30) and 
before starting his period of active ministry. 
 Traditionally people “give up” something for Lent, but some may find it 
more helpful to commit to doing something new – it might be something explicitly 
spiritual, like praying or reading the bible daily, or something practical, like 
helping a neighbour.  Whatever you give up or take up, the discipline of doing this 
can serve a dual function – as well as the immediate benefit (to yourself or to 
others), the daily action reminds us of our intention to focus more on God for a 
while.  Personally I usually give up alcohol for Lent – my wife says it makes me 
healthier, but for me the main benefit is that every time I think “it would be nice 
to have a drink now” I am forced to think “God means more to me than drink”. 
 Before you get too impressed by my discipline, I should point out that I only 
abstain on the actual 40 days of Lent, which exclude the Sundays.  For Christians, 
Sunday is always a day of celebration when we give thanks for the resurrection of 
our Lord on the first day of the week.  If you count the days from Ash Wednesday 
until Easter Day there are 46, but 6 of these are Sundays which don’t count as 
Lent for the purpose of self-discipline.  So I still drink on Sundays during Lent, just 
not during the week.  My children tease me about this, pointing out that Jesus 
didn’t slip out of the wilderness for one day each week, but fasted continuously. 
I also make exceptions for special days of celebration.  My wedding anniversary 
usually falls during Lent, so my wife and I will have a drink (or more?) to celebrate 
that.  And this year I hope that the day of my Licensing (Monday 27th March) will 
also be a time of celebration for the parish, when we can set aside our Lenten 
discipline and have a party – a party which will also remind us of God’s goodness 
and of our commitment to continue serving God in this parish.  I feel deeply 
privileged to be appointed your Minister for the next 3 years, and look forward to 
sharing so much with you over the months ahead.  In particular, I look forward to 
celebrating my first Easter at St Faith and St Laurence after what has seemed for 
all of us a long period of patient (and sometimes frustrating) preparation. 
                                                                                                                                           
 David 
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                                                    READINGS FOR MARCH 

 

March 5th The Second Sunday of Lent 

10am Holy Communion  Genesis 12.1-4a   Romans 4.1-5, 13-17  John 3.1-17 

6.30pm Evensong     Numbers 21.4-9    Luke 14.27-33 

 

March 12th  The Third Sunday of Lent 

8am  Holy Communion Exodus 17.1-7  Romans 5.1-11  John 4.5-42 

10am Parade Service   Readings at at 8am 

Zoom Service     Joshua 1.1-9    Ephesians 6.10-20     John 2.13-22 

 

March 19th   The Fourth Sunday of Lent –Mothering Sunday 

10am   Holy Communion  Exodus 2.1-10  Colossians 3.12-17   John 19.25b-27 

6.30pm  Evensong  Micah Chapter 7  James Chapter 5   
 

March 26th  The Fifth Sunday of Lent-Passiontide begins 

8am   Holy Communion    Ezekiel 37.1-14    Romans 8.6-11     John 11.1-45 

10am  Service of the Word   Ezekiel 37.1-14    Romans 8.6-11 

6.30 pm Holy Communion  Ezekiel 37.1-14    Romans 8.6-11     John 11.1-45 

                                                Prayer for the month 

 

Faithful God, in this season of Lent help us to find ways of focussing on you, that 
we may deepen our relationship with you and grow in faith, obedience and 
commitment.  Help us to be honest with ourselves about the things that distract 
us from serving you, and to grow in self-discipline as we confront these 
distractions.  Help us to find joy in serving you and our neighbours.  We pray in 
the name of Jesus, our Lenten guide:  Amen. 

  David 
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                            General Synod and 'Living in Love and Faith'  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bishop Anne and CofE Birmingham General Synod representatives were grateful 
for your prayers as they attended the recent sessions in London recently.  
The Motion from the House of Bishops which was passed, as amended by Synod, 
reads, 
'That this Synod, recognising the commitment to learning and deep listening to 
God and to each other of the Living in Love and Faith process, and desiring with 
God’s help to journey together while acknowledging the different deeply held 
convictions within the Church:   
(a) lament and repent of the failure of the Church to be welcoming to LGBTQI+ 
people and the harm that LGBTQI+ people have experienced and continue to 
experience in the life of the Church;   
(b) recommit to our shared witness to God’s love for and acceptance of every 
person by continuing to embed the Pastoral Principles in our life together locally 
and nationally;   
(c) commend the continued learning together enabled by the Living in Love and 
Faith process and resources in relation to identity, sexuality, relationships and 
marriage;    
(d) welcome the decision of the House of Bishops to replace Issues in Human 
Sexuality with new pastoral guidance;   
(e) welcome the response from the College of Bishops and look forward to the 
House of Bishops further refining, commending and issuing the Prayers of Love 
and Faith described in GS 2289 and its Annexes;   
(f) invite the House of Bishops to monitor the Church’s use of and response to the 
Prayers of Love and Faith, once they have been commended and published, and 
to report back to Synod in five years’ time;  
(g) endorse the decision of the College and House of Bishops not to propose any 
change to the doctrine of marriage, and their intention that the final version of 
the Prayers of Love and Faith should not be contrary to or indicative of a 
departure from the doctrine of the Church of England.’ 
 Further reflections will be offered to enable our ongoing engagement with 
the LLF journey within the CofE Birmingham and as we travel towards the next 
meeting of General Synod in July, 2023.   
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                                       A Reflection from Bishop Anne     
 

                                         Stronger Together  
 

 The report of the Archbishops' Commission on Reimagining Care has just 
been published. It seeks to offer a new timely vision for social care in our 
country.  
 In his new year broadcast Archbishop Justin said, “We know our care 
system is broken, but it doesn't have to be. We can rise to the challenge of fixing 
it. That means action from all of us: you, me, families, communities, 
government.“                                                                                                                         
 As someone who has for the last nine years cared for first my father-in-law 
with dementia and now my 92 year old mother, managing their affairs, 
negotiating care packages and community hospitals, becoming familiar with the 
stresses and strains that care homes are under, I absolutely echo what the 
Archbishop has said.                                                                                                              
 If we are going to create a care system in which we see each individual as 
precious in the eyes of God and receiving the care and support they need, we 
really do need to act together, including tackling the lack of join up within our 
overstretched health care system. Challenges such as this are too big for a bit of 
tweaking here and there, as are many of the considerable challenges facing our 
society and nation at this present time. There needs to be a bigger, longer term 
picture of real collaboration and working together across sectors.                                  
 It was Mother Teresa in her wisdom who said, “I can do things you cannot, 
you can do things I cannot. Together we can do great things.”                                      
 God wants us to understand the centrality and importance of togetherness 
in the Church too. In St Paul's letter to the Church in Corinth, the image of the 
Church as the body of Christ and our mutual interdependency is explored. Paul 
writes in *1 Corinthians 12, The eye cannot say to the hand, “I have no need of 
you”, nor again the head to the feet, “I have no need of you.”                                  
 On the contrary, the members of the body that seem to be weaker are 
indispensable, if one member suffers, all suffer together with it. If one member is 
honoured, all rejoice together with it.                                                                              
 Not only is the importance of togetherness something for the wider church 
of England to hold onto as we address areas of our own life and mission, but 
here in Birmingham we are placing our faith in the greater togetherness that our 
new oversight areas will bring. It's exciting to see these taking shape.  
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 We can now begin to reimagine how our ministry, mission and pastoral 
care can be so much more effective if we do things together, sharing resources, 
gifts and learning. There is a human tendency to sometimes think we can go it 
alone, but in all the challenge and opportunity of mission in 21st Century 
Britain, we need to be served by a bigger picture, a bigger vision of what God is 
calling us to do and be. I want to encourage us all to be part of this reimagining 
of ministry, reimagining of mission, reimagining of our society in all its current 
brokenness. Christ calls us not to think small and stay comfortable behind the 
walls of our particular church, but to think and dream big to be effective agents 
for change in all that we do, Kingdom change. I can do things you cannot, you 
can do things I cannot. Together we can do great things. 
 

* The eye cannot say to the hand, ‘I have no need of you’, nor again the head to 
the feet, ‘I have no need of you.’ On the contrary, the members of the body 
that seem to be weaker are indispensable, and those members of the body that 
we think less honourable we clothe with greater honour, and our less 
respectable members are treated with greater respect; whereas our more 
respectable members do not need this. But God has so arranged the body, 
giving the greater honour to the inferior member, that there may be no 
dissension within the body, but the members may have the same care for one 
another. If one member suffers, all suffer together with it; if one member is 
honoured, all rejoice together with it. 1 Corinthians 12: 21-26  

               A reminder to  our readers not to be late for church 

            on Sunday 26 March when clocks go forward 1 hour at 1am!   
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                           LEEKS, DAFFODILS AND SHAMROCKS  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On March 1st, we celebrate the Feast Day of St David, the Patron Saint of Wales, 
and linked to that celebration we have two outstanding plant symbols – leeks and 
daffodils. It is the leek that is the ancient symbol, which is still given preference in 
a number of official circumstances. It was the leek that was chosen by the British 
authorities in 1984, to be used on the £1 coin to represent the Welsh part of the 
UK, and each year on St David’s Day the leek is represented in the cap badge of 
every soldier, in every Welsh regiment.  
 But when did the link between Wales and the leek begin? It was clearly 
well established in Tudor times, because in Act IV of Shakespeare’s Henry V, 
Captains Gower and Fluellen have remarkably long discussions at the end of the 
Battle of Agincourt about wearing leeks in their caps, and generally being Welsh. 
The battle itself had taken place towards the end of the Hundred Years’ War, in 
1415, although earlier in 1346, Welshmen supporting the Black Prince at the 
Battle of Crecy, are also reputed to have worn leeks in their helmets, as a means 
of recognising their friends. Shakespeare though was clearly describing an 
historical, well-established tradition.  
 If we go back though, before the Hundred Years’ War, we begin to get into 
more mythological accounts, one of which is directly associated with St David, 
who is reputed to have told soldiers of the British King Cadwaladr, that they 
should wear a leek as a means of recognising each other, in a battle against the 
Saxon invaders of Britain. It is also reputed that the battle itself took place in a 
“field of leeks”. If we think of the modern cultivated leek, then the thought of 
wearing that on a helmet seems to be extremely uncomfortable and ridiculous.
 The plant that they wore then was probably the wild leek, Allium 
ampeloprasum. The name Allium, of course,  emphasises that the leek is a 
member of the onion family, and wild species (the forerunner of our large 
versions) is very similar in size and structure to  wild garlic.  
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 So, St David does have a tenuous link with leeks, but where does the 
daffodil come from? Its associations with St David and St David’s Day, are 
relatively modern, and even more tenuous. One interesting connection is a 
linguistic one. The Welsh for leek is Cennin, and the Welsh for daffodil is Cennen 
Pedr, which means Peter’s leek, so the core of the name for both plants is 
identical. Our current use of the daffodil though is attributed to David Lloyd 
George. He recognised that the daffodil flowered in early Spring, and so was at 
its best on March 1st.                                                                                              He 
therefore wore it on St David’s Day and encouraged its use at the investiture of 
the Prince of Wales (the future King Edward VIII) in 1911. It provided a brighter 
little symbol, and clearly has a pleasanter smell than a leek.  The tradition has 
stuck and grown enormously. Although then, both leeks and daffodils do have 
links to St David, there is nothing of liturgical significance in their symbolism. To 
find that, in March we have to go to an earlier saint – St Patrick, who lived in the 
5th Century, and died some time up to 50 years before David was born. Many 
would claim that Patrick was a Welshman, like David, born and brought up in 
West Wales, but there are also claims that he was born in Scotland or Cumbria.                                                    
 One  of the significant events of his ministry amongst the growing 
Christian population in Ireland was to find a plant that he could use to explain 
the structure of the Holy Trinity – a plant with a trifoliate leaf that represents 
God, the Trinity, Father, Son and Holy Spirit. That plant – the shamrock is of 
course now Ireland’s main logo. I had always thought that the shamrock was an 
independent species of plant, but all the information that I can find indicates 
that it is what its name, in unpronounceable Irish, says it is – young clover – 
either Trifolium dubium or Trifolium repens. It is possible that the leek was a 
plant which was symbolic for our pagan ancestors, before David moved it into its 
Christian symbolism. This was almost certainly the case for the shamrock. For 
the pagans it represented a triplet of goddesses; by using it Patrick built it into a 
Christian symbol. It taught the cohesion of the Trinity.  Interestingly, and linked 
to that, the Celtic Cross incorporated the Cross and the pagans’ worship of the 
sun. Combining the two showed how important the Cross is, because it has 
eclipsed the pagan sun.  
 So in Wales, we have three contrasting plants to celebrate in March. The 
ancient leek, the modern daffodil and the ancient shamrock. Enjoy them all.  
 

  Felicity Padley  
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                                               BOOK OF THE MONTH 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 In the Gospel of Mark’s account of the Passion narrative, Jesus calls out 
from the cross ‘Eloi, Eloi, lema sabachthani?‘ which is the Aramaic for ‘My God, my 
God, why have you forsaken me?’ – the first line of Psalm 22. It’s an anguished 
expression – traditionally ascribed to King David – of defeat, failure, abandonment 
and despair. 
This series of reflections, written for Lent and Holy Week 2023 by the Archbishop 
of York Stephen Cottrell, ponders the significance of these words. What does it 
mean for Jesus to have quoted them, at the very end of his life? What do those 
words mean for us? 

This is a beautiful and compelling exploration of the dark, suffering side of the 
Passion – and how Jesus’ words lead us to the greatest hope of all. 

                                                March 17th-Saint Patrick 

St Patrick was insistent that there should be one Lord, one faith, one baptism. 
And that nothing was impossible to God - a God he himself prayed to 100 times a 
day. 
During Lent, perhaps one of Patrick's own prayers for peace and protection in a 
time of strife would be appropriate; 
May the strength of God guide me this day. 
May his power preserve me. 
May the wisdom of God instruct me. 
And the ear of God hear me. 
The hand of God defend me. 
And may Christ protect me against an untimely death. 
A relevant prayer indeed 



11 

             Saint of the month - 24 March - Oscar Romero   
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Oscar Romero was Archbishop of San Salvador for just three years. When 
he was appointed in 1977 he was known as a pious, conservative bishop who 
wouldn't rock the boat. He changed when his friend Rutilio Grande, a Jesuit 
priest, was murdered because of his commitment to the poor. His friends death 
transformed Romero from a timid, conventional cleric to an outspoken 
champion of justice, and the first bishop to be murdered at the altar since 
Thomas Beckett in the I2th century. 
 In his weekly broadcast sermons, Romero highlighted social injustices, 
stood up for the poor and denounced corrupt leaders. He was accused by his 
fellow bishops and the ruling elite of subordinating the gospel to politics. But 
Romero answered by pointing to the courage of the poor and saying, 'With 
these people it is not hard to be a Good Shepherd.' 
 On the day before his death he appealed to soldiers co disobey illegal 
orders. 'The peasants you kill are your own brothers and sisters. When you hear 
the voice of a man commanding you to kill, remember instead the voice of God. 
"Thou shah not kill".' 
 The next day as he was offering Mass, a single rifle shot was fired from 
the rear of the church. Romero was struck in the heart and died within minutes 
on 24 March 1980. 
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                                        Lent: A Time of Turning Round 

 

 

Truly dust we are, and to dust we shall return; 
and truly yours we are, and to you we shall return. 
Help this to be a time of turning round and beginning again. 
Through the forty days of Lent, help us to follow you 

and to find you: in the discipline of praying 

and in the drudgery of caring – 

in whatever we deny ourselves, 
and whatever we set ourselves to learn or do. 
Help us to discover you 

in our loneliness and in community, 
in our emptiness and our fulfilment, 
in our sadness and our laughter. 
Help us to find you when we ourselves are lost. 
Help us to follow you on the journey to Jerusalem 

to the waving palms of the people’s hope, 
to their rejection, to the cross and empty tomb. 
Help us to perceive new growth amid the ashes of the old. 
Help us, carrying your cross, to be signs of your Kingdom. Amen 

 

Jan Sutch Pickard 

(‘Eggs and Ashes’) 

                          Thank you to Rudell the Jewellers in Harborne 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Our beautiful little silver chalice with 6 petals foot had to be brought for  
repairs as the cup came away from the base. 
Rudell the Jewellers in Harborne have kindly proposed to repair it free of charge, 
although the work will not be guaranteed. 
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                                      Lent Is not for the faint-hearted. 
 

Lent Is not for the faint-hearted. 
It demands that we, like Thomas, 
put our hand Into the side of the crucified Christ. 
 

Lent Is a Journey towards the cross, 
a journey of enlightenment: 
from wilderness to feast,  
from desert to oasis. 
 It's an attempt to identify with the powerless 

and the suffering in the world. 
 

Lent Is not tidy. 
The days grow longer, 
the ground thaws, there's mud and dirt everywhere 

and the windows need cleaning. 
 

Lent is a journey. 
So at the end of Lent 
we should expect to find ourselves 

somewhere different from where we started. 
 

Lent can be an opportunity 

 to explore what Is the nature 

of the promised Kingdom of God on earth 

that we long for;                                                                                                              
a time to discern                                                                                                            
how we are called to work for it. 
No, Lent Is not for the faint-hearted 

 

  Ruth Burgess 
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COFFEE MORNING-SATURDAY APRIL 22nd 

(Due to unforeseen circumstances date has at to be changed) 
 

TURKISH COFFEE, CAKE AND CHOCOLATES 

WITH OUR TURKISH FRIENDS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Help our Refugees and Asylum Seekers    

                                                             

          SAINT DAVID’S LAST MESSAGE  
 

 St David is often shown with a dove on his shoulder. The bird symbolises 
the Holy Spirit which gave David the gift of eloquence as he preached the Good 
News of Christianity.  
 But although he was a great preacher, the message by which St David is 
most remembered is not a flowery piece of preaching but a simple statement 
about simplicity. It comes from his last sermon...  
In his last sermon David told his monks to "do the little things, the small things 
you've seen me doing".  
 Archbishop Rowan Williams thinks that phrase resonates with modern 
people because...  
“...it reminds us that the primary things for us are the relationships around us, 
the need to work at what's under our hands, what's within our reach.  
“We can transform our domestic and our family relationships, our national life to 
some extent, if we do that with focus and concentration in the presence of God.”  
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                                          WORLD DAY OF PRAYER 

 

              FRIDAY 3rd MARCH 1.45pm HARBORNE BAPTIST CHURCH 

 

                This year the service has been designed by the people of Taiwan. 
 

 The World Day of Prayer is a huge wave of prayer which circles the earth 
for at least 38 hours. It begins at dawn in Western Samoa and Tonga in the 
Pacific Ocean and ends at dusk in American Samoa. It is a women led, global, 
ecumenical movement and each year the service is written by the Christian 
women of a different country. This year it is the turn of the women of Taiwan. 
 

 Everyone is invited to participate in this world-wide wave of prayer, 
organised locally by Churches Together in Harborne. 
 

     Brenda  Stott 

 

                                                 THIS MONTH’S COVER 

 

 The artist, Hui-Wen Hsaio, was born in Tainan, Taiwan in 1993. In her 
artwork she uses several motifs that highlight Taiwan’s best known features to 
express how the Christian faith brings peace and a new vision to Taiwan. The 
women in the painting are sitting by a stream, praying silently and looking up 
into the dark. Despite the uncertainty of the path ahead, they know that the 
salvation of Christ has come. 
 

Two endangered species are featured which are both of unique significance to 
the Taiwanese people. The Mikado pheasant is endemic to mountainous regions 
of Taiwan and is usually regarded as one of Taiwan’s national birds. The black-

faced spoonbill migrates thousands of miles every year to spend the winter in 
Taiwan. Their distinctiveness symbolises a characteristic of the Taiwanese 
people - confidence and perseverance in times of difficulty. 
 

The green grass represents the Taiwanese as simple, confident, strong and 
under God’s care. The Phalaenopsis (butterfly) orchids stand out against the dark 
background. They are the pride of Taiwan, which has a worldwide reputation as 
the “Kingdom of Orchids”. 
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         John White’s Reflection at the Thanksgiving Service for Priscilla 

                              on February 2nd - The Feast of Candlemas 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 “Lord, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace according to thy word”. 
Those opening words of the Nunc  Dimittis, the Song of Simeon, are words that I, 
and maybe you, have said or sung or heard, many, many times; but they do not lose 
their resonance or emotional power. They are words of fulfilment, but also of 
farewell; of completion, but also of hope.  
 The exact version in which we hear the words may differ. I have quoted the 
form in which for many it is best known, familiar from Prayer Book Evensong. In our 
reading tonight, we heard a more modern rendition; “Master, now you are 
dismissing your servant in peace”. I will be honest, I’m not too keen on the word 
“dismiss” in this context. It’s all a bit too Lord Sugar and The Apprentice for my liking 
– dismissal as being fired. The Greek word used in Luke’s Gospel has more of the 
gentler sense of release, of letting go. Simeon’s earthly work is done. He is free to 
go. “Lord, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace”. 
 I just want to offer a few thoughts this evening on that theme of “letting go”, 
in particular as it relates to Priscilla, and to myself as her husband, and, may I 
suggest, to you as the congregation here at St Faith and St Laurence, a community 
that she served so long and so well. 
 So firstly, for Priscilla. A progressive and terminal illness such as cancer 
necessarily involves several stages of letting go, culminating in the ultimate letting 
go of life at the point of death. But before that point arrives, there is a letting go of 
various tasks and responsibilities. It was fitting that it was at Candlemas last year 
Priscilla presided at her final, farewell, service as Vicar of this parish. The Nunc 
Dimittis was heard then as a thankful, if poignant, recognition that her work here 
was done, and that she was free to leave. But that was just one in the series of 
“letting go” of earthly attachments and concerns. It is not easy, especially for 
someone as committed to her work and her calling as Priscilla, but it must be done. 
But letting go works both ways. To be bereaved is also to be faced with the call and 
the challenge to let go of those we love most dearly.  
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    On the morning of the day that Priscilla died, I prayed with her at her 
bedside the prayers that both she and I had used on a number of occasions in 
our ministry, when we had the duty and the privilege to pray with someone as 
their earthly life drew to its close; and those prayers included of course the 
Nunc  Dimittis; and there is a profound way in which the saying of those words 
constitutes a kind of giving of permission to leave, a letting go. I am reminded of 
the words of Jesus to Mary Magdalene in the Easter garden, where, after the joy 
of her moment of recognition, the risen Jesus urges Mary not to seek to cling on 
to him, but to let him go, so that he may continue his journey and return to his 
Father and her Father, to his God and to our God. There is a beautiful paradox, 
that in letting go of what we cannot keep, we gain what we cannot lose. 
 I am very conscious this evening that, just as for me as a husband, so for 
you as a congregation and a community, there has been a lengthy and 
sometimes painful process of letting go. Lengthy, painful, but also necessary. In 
one sense, we have no choice but to let go. Some things are out of our hands. In 
another sense, though, we do choose to let go, to relinquish and to release, not 
reluctantly but freely. 
 What is important to remember is that letting go is not the same as 
forgetting. Priscilla will never be forgotten, by you or by me, or by anybody who 
knew her and loved her. Letting go does not say that the past is not valued or 
respected, but that we move on. An aspect of Candlemas that we can easily 
miss is how resolutely forward looking both Simeon and Anna are in their lives 
and in their witness. Rooted in the traditions and ancient promises of Israel, 
their gaze is firmly orientated towards the future, towards that which is to 
come. Anna and Simeon are people of hope and trust and humility; they have 
seen the Lord, and that is all that matters. Their work is done. They leave the 
stage. But the story goes on. 
 So let me say that I don’t think that for one moment Priscilla would want 
the people of this church to fall into the trap of nostalgia, of looking back and 
thinking “Oh, wasn’t it wonderful when Priscilla was our vicar?” Be thankful, by 
all means. Take from her ministry all that was good and hold on to that. But 
build on the past to look towards the future and all that God still has in store. 
 Let me finish with words, not from the ancient song of Simeon, but from 
another, more recent, hymn: 
“Lord for ourselves, in living power remake us –  
self on the cross and Christ upon the throne, 
past put behind us, for the future take us: 
Lord of our lives, to live for Christ alone.” 
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                         CHURCHWOMEN'S FELLOWSHIP 

 

 The Fellowship begins the 2023 programme on Tuesday, 7th March with 
Mike Wilkes who will be showing wonderful pictures of "Nature in Action". 
We are a ladies group who meet on the first Tuesday of each month at 2pm in 
the Committee Room of the Church Hall.  Our May and December meetings 
will be a meal out. 
 We also have tea or coffee and biscuits and will always welcome new 
ladies to our meetings. For any furthers information please contact me on 
07940133941.   Helen Hayward. 
 

 

                    FRIENDSHIP CIRCLE COFFEE MORNING  

                                            on SATURDAY, 24TH MARCH  

                                                        10.30am - 12noon 

                                       at St. Faith & St. Laurence Church Hall  
 

                                TEA/COFFEE AND TOASTED TEACAKE  £3.00 

 

                                    
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                    Bring and Buy, Books and Cakes stalls 

 

                                         Proceeds to Oakfield House, Selly Oak. 
                                              A home for Special Needs people. 
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                                  THE DEADLINE FOR THE NEXT                                          
     

                                        PARISH MAGAZINE  IS                                                                                                        
                                         
                                       SUNDAY  MARCH 19th 

                                                             Careful!  
There was a very gracious lady who was posting an old family Bible to her brother 
in another part of the country. "Is there any-thing breakable in here?" asked the 
postal clerk.  
The lady thought for a moment, and replied: "Only the Ten Commandments."  
 

                                                            Morning  
There are only two kinds of people in the world. There are those who wake up in 
the morning and say, "Good morning, Lord," and there are those who wake up in 
the morning and say, "Good Lord, it's morning." 

Thanks to Dave Walker 



IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO PLACE 

 

AN ADVERT IN THIS SPACE 

 

PLEASE CONTACT 

 

CORINNE TREACY 

 

07752640151 

 

corinneftreacy@gmail.com 
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