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On this Sunday before Lent, we are struck by two glimpses of glory, two occasions when 
God reveals the full wonder of his nature, in today’s readings.  

In the Old Testament lesson, we see Moses entering and then disappearing into the cloud of 
glory, where he meets God. The profound quality of the experience remains hidden in the 
cloud. The cloud and fire denote God’s presence, but we know that the human beings 
involved cannot see God; because if they do, they shall die. ‘The glory of the Lord settled on 
Mount Sinai, and the cloud covered it for six days. Now the appearance of the glory of the 
Lord was like a devouring fire on the top of the mountain.’ 

Inside the cloud, Moses learns something of God’s character as outlined in the 
commandments. In his encounter with God, he is covered by God’s glory. The writer of the 
passage doesn’t tell us what Moses is seeing and what he is feeling, but we are left with a 
profound sense of awe; that is, the fear and trembling that result when we are confronted 
with God’s glory. The ancient Hebrew writers never forgot that an encounter with God was 
beyond human language and comprehension. 

In the Gospel, we focus on the event the Church has called the Transfiguration of Jesus. The 
story of this metamorphosis maybe should be called ‘Seeing the Glory in Jesus,’ for this is 
what happened when three fishermen from Galilee were given a glimpse of who their friend 
Jesus truly was; the amazing thing is that they appear to have forgotten it almost 
immediately, until they recall it until much later. 

This story is found in all three of the Synoptic Gospels, but here we have St Matthew’s 
version. It’s clear that both Matthew and Luke learned the story from Mark, who may well 
have heard it firsthand from Peter. One can imagine Peter telling Mark of those moments of 
glory and of terror. ‘And there I was,’ he might have told him, ‘babbling, not knowing what I 
was saying. I was only sure that something wondrous was before our eyes, that I didn’t want 
it to end, that everything else in life suddenly did not matter, and I begged Jesus to let me 
build a hut for him, for Elijah, and for Moses. What was I thinking? I wasn’t thinking. I was 
struck by that encounter with the light and glory of God, and I lost my senses.’ 

Six days before, according to Matthew’s timeline, Peter, inspired by the Holy Spirit, had 
declared that Jesus was the Anointed One, the Son of the Living God. Now Peter, together 
with James and John, accompanies Jesus, who is taking the three of them up the mountain. 
The climb must have taken all day. Luke, who paid attention to details, adds that the three 
disciples were heavy with sleep, so perhaps night had fallen. He also adds that Jesus was 
praying when the glory descended upon him. The three disciples are used to seeing Jesus 
praying. They know, without even being told, that this is the way he is always replenished. 
His powers are restored, and his exhaustion is eased when he prays to his Father. But this 
time, something changes drastically while he is praying. His face is transformed by blinding 
light and his robe shines brilliantly. He is no longer alone but in conversation with two other 
beings, with Elijah and Moses.  



Jesus instructs them to say nothing about what they had seen. Peter, James and John took 
this seriously. So much so that I wonder whether they remembered this moment of glory 
later when they watched Jesus in the agony of the Garden in Gethsemane. Did this day cross 
Peter’s mind  when he denied Jesus in the courtyard before Jesus’ trial? 

Human beings forget God’s glory and God’s light when they are overwhelmed with sin and 
darkness. One moment we are crying in delight, ‘Let’s stay like this forever,’ and the next, 
we are sure that the light never shone upon us. It becomes so easy to blame God for all the 
ills of humanity. When Moses returns from the glory of his mountain, he is confronted with 
the faithlessness of the people who have fashioned an idol. When Jesus returns to 
Jerusalem he is confronted with condemnation by the people he had loved and he is 
abandoned by his friends. 

These biblical stories are important. They help us to remember that knowing God means 
knowing God’s glory. ‘Lord, it is good for us to be here.’ The dramatic stories of Moses on 
the mountain, of Jesus as he is transformed, of Paul as he is met by the glorified Christ and 
changes forever are profoundly important. They are our heritage. In the midst of darkness 
and pain, of uncertainty and fear, we can look back to that promise that God comes 
amongst his people. That happens in those moments when the glory of God breaks into the 
world of human beings. It happens in Bethlehem and in the encounters we have 
remembered during Epiphany. It happens in the events we will explore in the coming weeks 
of Lent and Holy Week. It happens when we glimpse the amazing power of God at the 
empty tomb on Easter Day.  

We see God’s glory in the life of Jesus and in the lives of his disciples. We see the suffering 
and the pain also. But every now and then, we remember God’s meeting with Moses and 
the Transfiguration. We can bask the light of God’s assurance that we are loved despite our 
sin and lack of faith. 

We are not abandoned. We are not on our own.  

Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.   

 


