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Jesus and his disciples had been invited to a village wedding, with Mary, Jesus’ mother.  The 
unthinkable happened.  They ran out of wine.  Mary spoke to the steward of the feast, telling him to 
do whatever Jesus told him.  It was a highly embarrassing situation.  Who would want to be 
remembered as the one who failed to provide enough wine?  The steward was desperate and did what 
Mary had suggested.  Jesus told the servants to fill up some jars, which were around, with water from 
the well.  They did, and found it had been miraculously changed into wine.  And what wine! 
 
This is Jesus’ first miracle.  It is set in a very humble, ordinary environment, just as God’s Son became 
a human being – the extra-ordinary taking form in the ordinary.  The instructions Jesus gave were 
simple, and could be met by what was on hand.  Ritual water jars and the village well.  The ordinary, 
the every day, being transformed by Jesus’ instructions.  All that was needed which might have been 
less easily available was trust. 
 

• Why do you think the first miracle should have taken place in such humble surrounds? 

• Where would you think it might have taken place? 

• What was the purpose of the miracle? 

• Is there significance in the steward’s approaching Mary? 

• Who do you think would have known what had happened – were the guests aware that the 
wine had run out? 

 
The first miracle shows that God works primarily through the ordinary, the every day.  He doesn’t need 
grand buildings or learned people to make his presence known.  The first witness to Christ’s birth were 
lowly shepherds.  Christ was born not in a palace or a synagogue, but in a manger.  Apart from his 
earthly parents, only animals kept him warm and with company.  Mary was the instrument chosen by 
God to bring Christ to birth.  It was her faith that led her to say ‘yes’ to God, and now it is her faith 
which sees her effectively relinquishing her Son to God’s work.  No resentment, merely a pointing to 
the One who can do all. 
 
The stone water jars were used for the Jewish rites of purification.  It was an essential part of the 
Jewish religion that things and people were kept clean, pure.  So these jars are significant in 
themselves.  Also there were six, one less than the perfect, pure, number of seven.  The wine is 
outstanding in quality, and it is Jesus who effectively becomes the host, not the bridegroom.  Mary 
shows trust and confidence in her Son, and with the others is rewarded. 
 

• What is the real miracle? 

• Who would have been aware of it? 

• Is it merely for those who were present, or would it have reached a wider audience? 

• How important is it that God uses the insignificant and the commonplace – and why? 

• Does it surprise you that Mary is so instrumental? 
 
The first miracle.  In the ordinary.  Using the ordinary.  Asking only trust and obedience.  Start as you 
mean to go on. 


