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Find us via https://www.achurchnearyou.com, on our new “Chirbury Hills Parishes” 
Facebook page, or via the Deanery website https://pontesburydeanery.org/ 

 

It’s always a delight to see the first crocus flowers . . . but what’s the first flower to 
appear in the New Year?  See page 4 for an answer! 
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THE CHIRBURY HILLS GROUP OF PARISHES                                                              
is part of the Pontesbury Group Ministry, and comprised of the parishes of                                                                                   
Chirbury, Marton, Middleton w Corndon Marsh, and Trelystan & Leighton.                  
Rector: Revd Bill Rowell (See details below).  
Hon Assistant Priest: Revd Eric Brazier (01938 561450, rev.eric.brazier@gmail.com).     
At each church, contact the wardens as follows:                                                           
Chirbury - Tony Sheppard (01938 561268);                                                                     
Marton - Maureen Jenkins (01938 561645);                                                                     
Middleton - Kay Yeates (01938 561640) or  
Emma Bailey-Beech (01686 669971);  
Trelystan - Janet Jones (07967 312460);                 
Leighton - John Markwick (01938 555043). 
TO CONTACT THE RECTOR  -  Revd Bill Rowell’s home address is 17 Croft Road, 
Welshpool, Powys SY21 7QD. He will also be happy to meet by arrangement at any of the 
churches of the Group.  His home phone number is 01938 552064, and mobile 07711 
298104. Or you can email Bill at his home address 
wkrowell@btinternet.com, or work email 
rector.chirburyhillsparishes@btinternet.com 
Links to contact Bill are also available via our “A Church 
Near You” pages on the web, the Pontesbury Deanery 
website, or our group Facebook page (see front cover of 
this magazine for details). 

COVID PRECAUTIONS 
Covid restrictions are mostly lifted, but we still need to 
take hygiene and safety seriously.  Please continue to 
use the hand gel provided as you enter and leave our 
churches, and allow people to keep a social distance if 
they wish - we know that a number of church attenders 
remain in the vulnerable category. Masks remain 
available and advisory, but no longer need to be worn. 
At most communion services we are now using the 
common cup, in which case please simply leave the rail 
after receiving the bread if you do not wish to receive 
from the common cup. At some services wafers 
intincted with a drop of wine may still be used.  If you    
experience symptoms that may be Covid within a week  
of being in church, or test positive, please tell us straight  
away by contacting the Rector or a church warden.  
 

 
 

 

“Didn’t the Vicar cancel all 
today’s services because of the 

floods?” 

Please consider giving a regular 
gift to your church via the Parish 
Giving Scheme - an easy way to 
support your church by Direct 
Debit. The Rector, church 
wardens and treasurers will be 
glad to provide further details. 

St Podwell’s 

We are still in urgent need of new TREASURERS FOR LEIGHTON AND CHIRBURY.  If you could 
help, either long-term or for an interim period, please contact the Rector for details. 

Items for inclusion in the March 
magazine should reach the 

Rector by Sunday 19th February 
at the latest, please. 

mailto:rev.eric.brazier@gmail.com
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SUNDAY AND OTHER MAIN SERVICES IN FEBRUARY  
 
DAY   TIME  CHURCH  SERVICE_______ 
 
5th - 3rd before Lent 10.00 am Leighton  Holy Communion 
   11.15 am Chirbury  Holy Communion 
   6.00 pm  The Marsh Evening Prayer 

12th - 2nd before Lent 9.30 am  Marton  Holy Communion 
   11.15 am Middleton All-age Worship 
   4.00 pm  Leighton  Evensong (said)  

19th - Next before Lent 10.00 am Middleton Holy Communion 
   11.15 am Chirbury  Holy Communion      
   3.00 pm  Trelystan Service of the Word 

22nd - Ash Wednesday 10.30 am Chirbury  Holy Communion 
   7.00 pm  Leighton  Compline 

26th - Lent 1  9.30 am  Marton  Holy Communion 
   11.15 am Leighton  Morning Worship 
   4.00 pm  Chirbury VH Fourth@4 

1st March - St David 10.30 am Leighton  Holy Communion 

This pattern of services will continue through to the end of March, when it will be 
looked at and revised as necessary. Note that Trelystan’s monthly service has moved 
from the second to the third Sunday in the month, and that the Holy Communion at 
Middleton on that day will be at 10.00 am. 

IF YOU CAN’T JOIN US IN CHURCH: A simple service is emailed round each week, and 
posted on our “A Church Near You” pages. Please let the Rector know if you would like to 
be added to the email list. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Fourth@4 is booked for the fourth Sundays in February and March 

(26th), in Chirbury Village Hall. This will be a “Messy Church” each month, 
with a theme, things to do and make, a Bible story, songs and food to share. 
It’s for everyone, but especially for children (who must be accompanied 
throughout by parent or other responsible adult - but don’t worry, it will be 
fun for you as well!). 
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Nature Notes . . . Gorse 
 

This is the time of year when I’m enthusiastically looking for the first flowers of spring. 
Snowdrops are just appearing as I write this in mid-January, with Chirbury churchyard as 
usual being one of the first places in which I see them. Lesser celandine plants are 
growing well in the places I expect to find them, but I haven’t spotted any early flowers 
yet. Primroses are already in flower, though, along some of our roadside verges. My flora 
tells me they should start to bloom in March, but given a decent bit of early mild 
weather, they’ll often beat the snowdrops to it, and then keep going pretty much until 
Whitsuntide. 

But as a came off the railway bridge and down into Trewern on a recent journey from 
Welshpool to Shrewsbury, I was reminded by a decent hedge of the stuff that our earliest 
Spring flower is generally the gorse.  Common gorse or furze, Latin name Ulex europaeus, 
is a woody member of the pea family, and, as anyone who’s wandered off the path on 
some wild hillside will confirm, very spiky and scratchy indeed. Though associated with 
windy moors and heaths and other wild places, gorse can be found in a wide range of 
habitats, from coastal cliffs to some quite urban situations. 

Gorse flowers from January to June - that’s what the book says, anyway. In fact there’s 
hardly any time of the year when you won’t find some flowers on some species of gorse 
or other - but common gorse is the earliest starter. The flowers have a distinctive coconut 
smell that always puts me in mind of my favourite toffees back when I was a schoolboy.  
The stand of gorse I passed on my way into Trewern was bright with yellow flowers, 
making the most of a sunny interval between the showers. Later it will be black with the 
dark pods, like small pea pods and covered with short white hairs. Like the pods of its 
close relative broom, as they dry they twist and pop, ejecting the seeds. 

The leaves are converted into stiff and unyielding spikes, and this means that gorse 
provides good shelter for heathland birds like stonechats and whinchats, as well as for a 
multitude of insects and spiders. But despite its spikiness gorse can be a useful source of 
fodder, especially in winter when not much else is about, and used to be collected for 
this purpose, as well as for fuel and as a dyeing agent.  Gorse was also used in thatching 
in past times.  Rotational cutting and burning of old gorse growth can help it to 
regenerate, producing fresh new shoots for stock to graze, and extending its life span of 
some thirty years. 

There are in fact two other species of gorse fairly commonly found in Britain. Western 
gorse flowers in late summer and into the autumn, while dwarf furze, mostly in the 
south, flowers from June to November. So there are always gorse bushes in flower, hence 
the old saying, “When gorse is not in flower, then kissing is out of fashion.” 
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DEANERY THOUGHT FOR THE MONTH  -  MARK HACKNEY  

I don’t know about you but I think you get great sense of encouragement if 
someone comes and says you are doing a great job. No matter what it is, you will 
always feel better; it builds you up and makes you feel that the next time I will do 
even better. On the other hand, if someone comes and says, that’s not very good 
it has the opposite effect and can destroy your confidence.  

In 1 Thessalonians 5:11 it says; “Therefore encourage one another and build each 
other up, just as in fact you are doing”. I have put this verse on the advert for “The 
Gathering”, a Deanery event that happens on the last Tuesday of every month at 
Marton Village Hall, 7.30 – 9.00. (Check this magazine for more info).  I feel that 
“The Gathering” is a place where the people of the Deanery and beyond can come 
together to Praise, Worship, meet with God and minister to one another so that 
we can go back to our own churches refreshed and hopefully empowered to “Go 
and make new Disciples”. If you have not been to one yet, can I encourage you to 
come to the next one. I promise you will go home uplifted. 

In this part of 1 Thessalonians 5 Paul says “You are all children of the light and 
children of the day.” He reminds us of the armour of God telling us to put on faith 
and love as a breastplate, and the hope of salvation as a helmet and this section of 
the chapter ends with; “Therefore encourage one another and build each other up, 
just as in fact you are doing.” So, my thought for today and hopefully every day is 
simple. If we encourage each other, (even if we don’t quite get everything right all 
the time), we will be children of God who feel valued, loved and ready to share our 
story with the world. 

We hope to see you at Marton on the 28th for the next “Gathering”. 

Mark Hackney 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

A Thank You from Revd Eric . . . 

Thank you all for your good wishes on my latest retirement. The last 24 years have 
passed so quickly and it has been an absolute joy to minister among you all. 

I'm grateful for your support and the gifts you have given me wine gift tokens and 
the camellia. I will enjoy choosing replacements, as the frost has decimated my 
borders. The Camellia I will put in a large pot with ericaceous compost, as our 
borders are not acid enough, it has already had 2 flowers, very pretty.         → 

There is always a service for St David’s 
Day at Holy Trinity, Leighton. Join us for 
this year’s on Wednesday 1st March, at 
10.30 am. 
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I would like to thank Bill for his support of my ministry and wish him well for the 
future. 

Thank you all for the love you have shown to Dawn and myself, we are not moving 
away so business as usual! 

         With Best Wishes Eric and Dawn 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

From the Archdeacon of Hereford 
One of the most moving services I have ever attended took place on Ash Wednesday 2009, in 
Westminster Abbey. I was an ordinand, in training for ministry, and was on placement at the Abbey. 
As the choir sang the achingly beautiful setting of Psalm 51 “Miserere mei, Deus” (Have mercy on 
me, God) by Allegri, complete with perfectly piercing top C from the chorister given the solo that year, 
we all went forward. 
 
The Dean said the solemn words, “Remember you are dust, and to dust you will return,” as he 
marked my forehead with the sign of the cross, using ashes from the previous year’s palm crosses. 
It was a new experience to me, as the imposition of ashes hadn’t been part of the tradition I’d known 
up to then. I confess I was overwhelmed - by the depth of my human sinfulness, the depth of God’s 
mercy, and the depth of the love of Christ in going to the cross for the sin of the world, including 
mine. 
 
Far from being frightening, or leading me to despair, those words, “Remember you are dust, and to 
dust, you will return,” seemed in that moment to be strangely comforting. They reminded me of words 
from Psalm 39, where the Psalmist says to God, “Show me, Lord, my life’s end and the number of my 
days; let me know how fleeting my life is.” We, humans, are frail and fragile creatures of the creator – 
a truth we don’t always recognise or accept. To dwell on that truth during Lent, holding it together 
with the equal and opposite truth that we are, as the title of a book says, “Beloved Dust” seems to me 
a good spiritual discipline for these 40 days. 
 
For by the grace of God in Christ, we are both fragile and strong, mortal and immortal. We are dust, 
and to dust, we will return, yes. But that’s not the end of the story, for from dust we shall rise, clothed 
with life and immortality, to live with God eternally. 
 
As we move through Lent together, I invite you to take time to meditate on these paradoxical truths: 
that we are creatures, limited, finite, and weak, and that we are held in the hands of an unlimited, 
infinite, and strong God; that our time in this life is brief, and that our time with God in the world to 
come is eternal; that we are as humans deeply flawed, and we are deeply loved – and that in the 
cross with which we are marked in baptism, and may be marked on Ash Wednesday, all of that 
comes together. 
       Venerable Fiona Gibson 
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FEBRUARY 
 

Given an early burst of sunshine, February might well be a month that inspires us to start 
doing some spring-cleaning - and the name of the month comes from the Latin “februa”, 
meaning cleansing or purification, so that would be appropriate. Having said that, February 
is traditionally a wet month, hence the rhyme “February fill-dyke, be it black or be it white”.  
 
The second day of the month is the feast of Candlemas, bringing a formal end to the 
Christmas/Epiphany season, and marking the Presentation of the infant Christ in the 
temple, brought by Mary and Joseph to do what the Law required, presenting their first-
born son to the Lord. The pagan Roman rites associated with the name of February may be 
one reason why this feast became more associated with the purification of Mary than the 
presentation of her child. 
 
The birthstone for this month is amethyst, of which your Rector has a large lump on the 
shelf by his desk (read into that what you may). The flower of the month, not too 
surprisingly, is the primrose. Solmonath, the Anglo-Saxon name for this month, means 
“cake month”, and it seems that cakes were offered to the gods in this month. The Welsh 
name for the month is Chwefror, but it was often called y Mis Bach (the little month), for 
obvious reasons. 
 
So why is February so short? The Roman king Numa Pompilius revised the calendar, adding 
January and February to the original 10 months, so that the calendar year tallied with the 
lunar year of 355 days. Roman superstition regarded even numbers as unlucky, so the days 
of the month were altered so that each month had either 29 or 31 days. However, to reach 
355, at least 1 month out of the 12 had to have an even number of days. Numa chose 
February, which was the month of Roman rituals that honoured the dead, to be the 
“unlucky” month of 28 days. Our calendar now matches the solar year of 365 days, and 
months have 30 or 31 days, but February stays at 28. 
 
Except in leap years, of course. The extra day was added when needed to February at the 
time of Julius Caesar, to correct an imbalance, as the solar year isn’t exactly 365 days in 
length. If a year is divisible by 4, then it’s a leap year. But that doesn’t quite correct the 
imbalance (in fact it over-corrects it), so at the turn of the century, the year ending 00 is not 
a leap year. Except that this then slightly over-corrects in the other direction, so when the 
first two numbers of a year ending in 00 are divisible by 4 (as in 2000), it is a leap year. 
 
I hope that’s plain. There are lots of customs and beliefs associated with leap year days, 
but, since this isn’t a leap year, I’ll leave them for another time. Short though it is, February 
has enough customs and special days to occupy us for another few paragraphs without 
worrying about what might happen when there’s a 29th day! (See next page) 
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Valentine’s Day, for one: not much is known about Valentine, supposedly a priest and 
physician put to death during the reign of the Emperor Claudius II in around 270. He is 
regarded as a patron saint of bee-keepers, asthmatics and epileptics. The link between his 
day and lovers seems to derive from a popular belief that birds chose their mates on this 
day (and indeed, many birds do pair up at just this time of year) - though there is a legend 
that Valentine secretly conducted weddings, against the Emperor’s orders, to save men 
from having to serve in the army. More than £500 million is spent each year in the UK on 
Valentine cards, flowers, chocolates and other gifts. 
 
Though Ash Wednesday can fall as late as 10th March, Lent normally begins in February, as 
it does this year. Shrove Tuesday was therefore by tradition a day of feasting, so that the 
rich foods which could not be eaten during the fast were used up - hence the pancakes, 
though of course they have also become a reason to race down streets in many places. Lent 
itself is discussed elsewhere in this magazine. 
 
So I’ll close with some famous names of the past who were February babies. They include 
Sir Robert Peel, Charles Darwin, Charles Dickens, George Frederick Handel and Samuel 
Pepys. Oh, and February was also the month when the UK adopted decimal currency, on 
15th February 1971 (all the banks were shut for the two previous working days for the 
changeover to take place). 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

From the Registers:  

We give thanks for the life and 
gentle Christian witness of 
Doris Jones, the oldest resident 
of Leighton, who passed away 
at the age of 100 shortly before 
Christmas. Her funeral service 
and burial took place at Holy 
Trinity, Leighton on Friday 6th 
January, when a large 
congregation gathered to 
remember her. Our 
sympathies, warm thoughts 
and good wishes go to all her 
family, and everyone who 
remembers her as a friend.      

nadfghjjttt   

TUESDAY 28TH FEBRUARY,                             
AT MARTON VILLAGE HALL 

 



9 
 

 
The Rector writes: 
What was “Forest Church” is being re-branded as 
“Countryside Church” this year, and - with the  
help of others and after some kind offers of 
places to visit - I hope we can put together 
some really good opportunities for worship and 
time spent together in the lovely countryside we  
have around around us. 
 
These are some of the things I hope we’ll be 
doing: searching our spring flowers, birds and 
insects in Leighton churchyard, walking the  
bluebell woods by Heightley, visiting the stud  
farm at Leighton and celebrating Rogationtide  
with a service and picnic at Trelystan.  
 
There will also be the midsummer service at the 
stone circle at Mitchell’s Fold, of course, and I 
hope we’ll also be able to visit Marton Mill 
again. Some of these (like the Stone Circle 
service) will replace existing church services,  
and others will be “extras”.  Look out for some 
concerts too, in various of our churches.  I hope 
to be able to include a calendar of events in 
next month’s magazine. 
 
 
 
 

Reconnecting Church 
and Community 

This was the topic of some of our 
discussion at a recent meeting of 
Chirbury PCC - this is, after all, 
our largest church building, and 
a building of some note and 
importance, but quite often on a 
Sunday, one of our smaller 
attendances. 

For all our churches, most of the 
people around us don’t come to 
church on a Sunday, but many 
if not most of them value the 
church and are glad it’s there. 

How to invite and encourage 
people to see the church as 
“their building” is a challenge for 
all of us. At Chirbury, Duncan 
Robertson has undertaken to 
put together a programme of 
events and activities that we 
hope will persuade a few more 
people over the threshold. Some 
of those will connect into the 
Countryside Church programme 
mentioned in the previous 
column. 

Church is where praise is offered 
and prayers are said - but to be 
doing this well church needs to 
be more than just a building, 
however holy. Church as it 
should be is fellowship: a serving 
community that’s reaching out, 
that’s welcoming, and that in all 
we do is responsive and relevant. 
More on this anon! 

Lent Lunches at Marton 
Every Wednesday from March 1st 
12.30 for 1.00 pm in the Village Hall  -  £6  
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LENT 2023 
 
Lent begins on Wednesday 22nd February, Ash Wednesday, and there will be 
a morning service of Holy Communion on that day at Chirbury (10.30am), and 
an evening service using the gentle night service of Compline at Leighton 
(7.00pm).   
 
During Lent there will once again be Lent Lunches at Marton, in the Village 
Hall. These will begin on Wednesday March 1st - see church notices for 
precise times and details, but as usual there will a simple lunch of soup, rolls 
and cheese, and the opportunity for fellowship and conversation. 
 
Lent groups will also be on Wednesdays, again starting on 1st March and 
running through that month. Because this year is our diocesan Year of Prayer, 
the Rector will be leading groups looking at different aspects of prayer, 
hopefully in a way that is entertaining as well as informative. 
 
During Lent we will continue to be collecting for foodbanks (see below), with 
boxes in Middleton, Chirbury and Leighton churches. The Rector is also 
intending to raise funds to support the work of USPG, the Anglican mission 
society founded by Thomas Bray, who was born and baptized in these 
parishes. More about this on the Sunday sheets and in next month’s 
magazine, but there will be the opportunity to learn something about the 
work USPG is supporting around the world today. 
 
Next month’s magazine will also include details of the Good Friday Walk, and 
of other events, activities and worship during Holy Week, which is the first 
full week of April.   
 
Foodbanks 
There will be people struggling to make ends meet as the New Year gets under way. 
Fuel bills will be at their highest, and there will be those who have spent more than 
they intended or could really afford over Christmas. Some of our Christmas 
collections this year went to support local foodbanks, but they are expecting a bigger 
than ever before call on their services this month, so please help if you can. There are 
collecting boxes for Welshpool foodbank in Middleton, Leighton and Chirbury 
churches - any gifts you can leave there will be so much appreciated. 
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KEEPING LENT   From “Seedbed” 

Lent is a season of spiritual preparation in which we remember Christ’s temptation, 
suffering, and death. Lent is a traditional time for Christians to draw closer to Jesus 
through prayer, reflection, fasting, and repentance. Here is a list of 10 ideas for keeping 
Lent. 

1. Reflect on the Cross: Reflect daily on the power of the gospel of Jesus Christ, the 
meaning of his death on the cross, and the greatness of God’s love for you. 

2. Pray Daily: Set aside some extra time each day during the season of Lent for personal 
prayer in the morning and evening. 

3. Read the Bible: Make time every day to read your Bible during Lent. One idea is to 
read the entire Gospel of Mark, which has a special focus on the cross. 

4. Give up Something: A common practice for Lent is to give up something - like 
technology, social media, sweets, coffee, alcohol, etc. This is a great time to detox from 
things that may have a stronghold in your life. 

5. Start a Good Habit: In addition to giving something up, try doing something good this 
Lent. Are you a pessimist? Try to be more positive. Are you critical by nature? Make an 
 effort to be more encouraging. Ask the Holy Spirit to help you. 

6. Give Your Time: During Lent, give of your time by volunteering in your church or local 
community. 

7. Keep a Journal: Keeping a journal of your thoughts, prayers, and reflections during 
Lent can be a helpful aid to your Lenten journey. 

8. Make Time for Your Family: If you have kids, plan special times just for them during 
Lent. Take your family hiking or on a lunch date, or even have a family day where you 
can serve together in the community. 

9. Give Your Money: During Lent, give a little more money to your local church or 
consider your favorite charity or mission agency. 

10. Forgive Others: Lent is a time to make things right in your life and relationships. Is 
there a person in your life you need to forgive? Don’t hold that resentment any longer. 
Pray about it and ask God to help you forgive them. 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

“Dance like there’s nobody watching, love like you’ll never get hurt, sing like there’s 
nobody listening, and live like it’s heaven on earth.”  D.A. Purkey 
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