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On January 6th, the Christian church celebrates the feast 

of the Epiphany, when we remember the visit of the Magi 

to Jesus. 

Traditionally we think of the Magi as three Wise Men,  

perhaps even kings, who follow a star to arrive at the stable 

to worship the new-born Jesus shortly after the shepherds. 

The reality however, was in all likelihood, far different. 

Firstly the bible makes no mention of the number of Magi, 

or indeed that they were either male or royal. The idea of 

three seems to have stuck because there were three gifts, 

but there could as easily have been two, four or eight Magi. 

Similarly there is no indication that the Magi visited Jesus 

as he lay in the manger, as is often shown on Christmas 

cards or nativity scenes.  

When King Herod anxiously meets with them in Matthew 

2:16, he thinks his reign might be threatened by the child 

they’ve come to visit so he orders all boys two years old 

and younger to be slain. The Bible also talks of them  

visiting Jesus in a house, not a stable. Thus Jesus was 

probably a walking, talking toddler when the Wise Men  

arrived. Which makes sense if you think they travelled a 

great distance following a star that only appeared when 

Jesus was born. 

But do not be dispirited that the story may vary from what 

we have been taught for the key message remains. 

The visit of the Magi reminds us that God’s kingdom is 

open to all irrespective of race, religion or gender. From the 

very beginning God made clear that all were welcome in 

his presence. 

 

 

In a very real way, our Nativity sets are only complete on  

Epiphany as an image for the Church and the Body of 

Christ. For then we see the poor and rich, the simple and 

the learned, the saints and the sinners, and, above all, 

Jews and Gentiles gathered together in the presence of 

Jesus.  

St Paul writes that ‘through the gospel the Gentiles are 

heirs together with Israel, members together of one body, 

and sharers together in the promise in Christ Jesus.’ 

The arrival of the Magi is not just some quaint story; it is a  

revelation of the true and universal nature of the Church.  

Today, while many talk of diversity and inclusivity, the 

Christian Church lives this reality. We are in every nation; 

we speak every language; and we welcome everyone. 

On Epiphany, we remember the story of the Magi following 

the star to Bethlehem to see the Christ child. They notice it 

in the sky and are guided by its light to Jesus. 

Wouldn’t it be nice if we had a sign as obvious as a big, 

bright star to guide us in our journey with Jesus? Sadly 

that’s not the way for most of us. But that doesn’t mean we 

cannot see the signs. All around us we can see God’s  

action in our lives and in the people around us. God speaks 

to us in many ways as we seek His presence. 

I pray this Epiphany season the light of God will guide you 

and you will find your way again into Jesus presence, a 

place open to all. 

Love Anna 

A Guiding Light 



 

 

Sunday, 1st January  

11.00 a.m  Benefice Holy  

Communion, St. Helen’s, Burton 

Joyce 

Please note, there is no Holy  

Communion at St. John’s,  

Gunthorpe on 3rd January 

Sunday, 8th January 

9.00a.m. Morning Worship,  

St. Mary’s, Lowdham 

11.00a.m Morning Worship, 

St. Helen’s, Burton Joyce 

Tuesday 10th January  

10.00a.m. Holy Communion,  

Holy Trinity, Bulcote 

Sunday, 15th January 

9.00a.m.Holy Communion, 

St. Mary’s, Lowdham 

11.00 a.m Holy Communion  

St. Helen’s, Burton Joyce 

 

Tuesday 17th January 

10.00a.m. Holy Communion,  

St. Luke’s, Stoke Bardolph 

Sunday 22nd January  

9.00a.m. Worship for All,  

St. Mary’s, Lowdham 

11.00a.m. Worship for All,  

St. Helen's, Burton Joyce 

Tuesday 24th January 

10.00a.m. Holy Communion,  

St. Aidan’s, Caythorpe 

Sunday, 29th January 

9.00a.m. Morning Worship,  

St. Mary’s, Lowdham 

11.00a.m Morning Worship, 

St. Helen’s, Burton Joyce 
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January  

Services  

across 

the  

Benefice 

 

Come and join us  
Our churches are living communities at the centre of  

village life, offering help, fellowship and welcome to  

everyone.  

 

We’d be delighted to see you! 

 

Coffee Chit Chat  

Mondays 9.15a.m—11.30a.m 

St. Helen’s Church Centre, Burton Joyce 

Come and join us for a cuppa and a natter! 

 

Mums & Toddlers  

Monday 9.30 –11.00a.m. (term time)  

St. Helen’s Church Centre, Burton Joyce.  

Everyone is welcome. There will be snacks for the kids 

and coffee for the bigger kids! 

 

The Tea Shop at St. John’s  

Tuesdays 9.30a.m. –12 noon   

St. John’s Church, Gunthorpe.  

Join us for coffee, cake and chat. 

 

 

 

‘Churches Together’ Baby & Toddler Group 

Tuesday 10.00 –11.30a.m. (term time) 

Methodist Chapel, Lowdham.  

Coffee & snacks, crafts & songs. £2.50/ family to  

cover costs. Everyone is welcome.  

 

St. Helen’s Singers  

7.30-8.30p.m. first Thursday of the month.  

We next meet on Thursday, 1st December. Come and 

enjoy singing hymns at St. Helen’s. All welcome.  

Please speak to Sev for more information:  

 

Home Groups  

There are several home/ study groups that meet across 

the Benefice. Why not come and join us as we share pray-

ers, explore the bible and grow together in faith and 

friendship.  

For more details please contact Tracey, the Vicar’s P.A.  

mailto:sevholt@icloud.com
mailto:tracey.akehurst@outlook.com


 
 

 

 

Revd Anna Alls 

0753 501 7591 

reverend.anna.alls@gmail.com 

 

Tracey Akehurst 

Vicar’s P.A. & Benefice Administrator:  

0115 965 2114/ 0780 516 2088 

administrator@stmaryslowdham.org.uk 

 

Heather Brown  

BJBSB Parish Safeguarding  Officer 

sgbj@united-benefice.org  
 

Gill Lambert  

Contact us… 

 

 

The Magi 
 

It might have been just someone else’s story; 

some chosen people get a special king, 

we leave them to their own peculiar glory, 

we don’t belong, it doesn’t mean a thing. 

But when these three arrive they bring us with them, 

Gentiles like us, their wisdom might be ours; 

a steady step that finds an inner rhythm, 

a pilgrim’s eye that sees beyond the stars. 

They did not know his name but still they sought him, 

they came from otherwhere but still they found; 

in palaces, found those who sold and bought him, 

but in the filthy stable, hallowed ground.  

Their courage gives our questing hearts a voice 

to seek, to find, to worship, to rejoice. 

 

   

 

.  

 

 

Malcolm Guite 

 

Online Resources  
Find our current information online on  

Facebook at Rev Anna & Friends .  

 

The United Benefice of Burton Joyce &  

Lowdham  

 

 

A Church Near You: 
Each church has its own  

site where you can find further 

information:  

https://www.achurchnearyou.com/ 
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God, bless our year, giving us 

time for the task 

peace for the pathway 

wisdom for the work 

friends for the fireside 

love to last 

The Mothers’ Union Anthology of Public Prayers 

mailto:reverend.anna.alls@gmail.com
mailto:administrator@stmaryslowdham.org.uk
mailto:sgbj@united-benefice.org
https://www.facebook.com/RevdAnna/
https://www.facebook.com/search/top/?q=revd%20anna&epa=SEARCH_BOX
https://www.facebook.com/groups/243678393530100
https://www.facebook.com/groups/243678393530100
https://www.achurchnearyou.com/

