
 
God for whom we watch and wait, 
you sent John the Baptist to prepare the way of your Son: 
give us courage to speak the truth, 
to hunger for justice, 
and to suffer for the cause of right, 
with Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

  

On this third Sunday of the season our focus should be on John the Baptist. However, we are 
also very aware that Christmas is fast approaching, which is indicated by the temporary shift 
in the liturgical colour from solemn purple to the lighter, more festive, rose pink. Each of 
today’s readings encourages us to resolutely trust that the nature of God is to bring light out of 
darkness and life out of death. They also prompt us to understand that the birth of Christ is an 
event integral to the end times, a vital aspect of God’s will for creation and human history.  
 
First reading, Psalm and Gospel all include the healing of the sick as signs of God’s new order, 
with Isaiah beautifully and powerfully opening Scripture for us through sublime poetry 
pregnant with divinely nurtured fertility, blossoming, hope, healing and freedom. The Psalm 
reinforces this theme, praising the God who sets prisoners free and opens the eyes of the blind. 
The Epistle of James is written to counsel patience in the coming again of the Lord. The 
community addressed had expected this imminently, but instead they need to embrace how 
God is working through the continuance of history, rather than its immediate end.  
 
The Gospel takes us back to our Advent theme of John Baptist, who is confirmed as the one 
preparing the way for Jesus, while Jesus himself is confirmed as the Messiah. The signs that 
Jesus is the One are to be found in his preaching of the good news to the poor and healing the 
sick. While John Baptist comes out of the desert to preach repentance it is Jesus who will break 
open the aridity of land and lives to stimulate dry places into blossoming. 
 
We give you thanks, O Lord, for these heavenly gifts; 
kindle in us the fire of your Spirit 
that when your Christ comes again 
we may shine as lights before his face; 
who is alive and reigns now and for ever. Amen.    
 

  

Fourth Sunday of Advent 


